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in this issue: the Air Force Base @& lincoln 


L.A.F.B.—Lair of the 
Global Bomber 


A_B-47 Stratojet ‘bomber edges up to the refueling boom of a KC-97 tanker. 
Operations such as this have enabled SAC aircraft to make non-stop flights across 


both the Atlantic and the Pacific. Perfection of 


in-flight refueling techniques, 


pioneered by the Strategic Air Command, has extended the range of SAC’s bombers 
and fighters and has made possible numerous demonstrations of the command’s 


global mobility. 


In the United States Air Force today 
there are only three major combat com- 
mands. First, there is the Air Defense 
Command. Its units are equipped with 
interceptor fighters which are located 
throughout the United States. These 
units are closely coordinated with our 
Ground Observer Corps and Radar 
Network. Their sole job is to inter- 
cept and destroy enemy aircraft before 
they reach their targets in this country. 


Second, the Tactical Air Command, 
which is responsible for training forces 
for operation in combat theaters. Their 
main job is to maintain air superiority 
over the battlefields and provide close 
support to the troops on the ground. 

Finally there is Strategic Air Com- 
mand or SAC as it is commonly called 


’ power. 


on a global basis. In the event of sud- 
den aggression against the United 
States, SAC’s medium and heavy bomb- 
ers operating from the United States 
and advanced bases in other parts of 
the world immediately would mount 
simultaneous thermo-nuclear attacks 
against many selected targets located 
over a wide geographical area. These 
concentrated attacks would be aimed at 
such objectives as industrial complexes, 
communication centers and sources of 
They would be designed to 
destroy, utterly and completely, the 


by Charles Kiffin 


2nd Lieutenant, U.S.A. F. 


Editor’s Note: There is something new in the 
skies over our territory, where, in increasing 
number, ride the great swept-wing stratojet 
bombers and the ponderous tanker aircraft 
used for inflight refueling. Often the only evi- 
dence of their passing is a long, thin vapor trail 
across the canopy of the sky. These huge planes 
are now nesting at the recently activated Lin- 
coln Air Force Base. This story, written for 
the News by Lt. Charles Kiffin of the Informa- 
tion Services Office, L.A.F.B., brings us up to 
date on progress and objectives of this striking 
force of the Strategic Air Command. 


vital elements of the aggressor’s war- 
making capacity. 

It should be emphasized that SAC 
is prepared to perform this mission to- 
day. It is not merely a force on the 
drawing board; it is a force in being 
which can be activated immediately. 

SAC must maintain and increase its 
present strength. World War II dem- 
onstrated the effectiveness of strategic 
bombing. It also exhibited the destruc- 
tive power of the atomic bomb. In 
World War II, however, it took three 
long costly years to mount an effective 
bomber force—years during which our 
home industries were not molested. 
Never again will any enemy of this 
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August 18, 1892 : December 26, 1954 


LT&T Mourns the Death of Its Chief Engineer 


Cecil C. Donley, chief engineer, 
spent Christmas quietly at home—one 
of the few days in these past several 
years that he remained away from his 
desk and his work. It was late in the 
evening that his illness came upon him, 
and at a few minutes after one o'clock 
of the morning of December 26 he 
passed away. 

A profound shock followed the news 
throughout the LT&T organization and 
among a nation of telephone people, 
for Mr. Donley’s contacts were wide- 
spread in both Independent and Bell 
ranks, 

He was a man whose ‘dominant traits 
were an insatiable pursuit of know- 
ledge, keen perception, a driving en- 
ergy and a kindly touch. Molded to- 
gether they composed a magnetic per- 
sonality that drew respect and affection 
from all who were associated with him. 
Though he climbed high in the organ- 
ization, he was ever self-effacing, insis- 
tent of dispersing credit for his depart- 


tion from Seward High School. He 
attached little importance to degrees, 
as such, as he assembled his engineer- 
ing force on the basis of capabilities 
and accomplishments, knitting it into 
a well balanced unit whose performance 
over recent years has proved the merit 
of his judgment. | 

He worked and played with equal 
fervor. It was not so long ago that he 
reluctantly gave up the game of tennis, 
acceding, as he rarely did, to the de- 
mands of his physician. Cecil loved 
the game and was one of LT&T’s top 
flight players. He shared in the com- 
pany’s doubles championship in 1933 
and 1934. He is the donor of the Don- 
ley trophy, the perpetual prize in the 
annual Lincoln-Omaha team matches. 

His affinity for work can scarcely be 
overstated. Few men have possessed 
such driving energy and an equal zest 
for meeting and surmounting problems. 
His greatest failing came in the desire 
to share the burdens of each member 


and nature had given repeated warn- 
ings, Mr. Donley was intolerant with 
infirmity and drove his ailing body the 
harder. There is a morsel of comfort 
in the knowledge that he feared, above 
all else, a long period of sickness and 
incapacitation. The end came as he 
had wished it. 

Born at Seward in August 1892, Mr. 
Donley’s service record dates back to 
1909 when, at 16, he joined the Ne- 
braska Bell organization at Lincoln. It 
was natural that he should do so, for 
his father and brother already occupied 
positions of responsibility with the 
company. 

During the succeeding years Cecil 
gathered experience with several com- 
panies; the Grand Island Telephone 
Company, the Custer County Tele- 
phone Company, the Western Electric 
Company, and again the Nebraska Bell. 
He came to LT&T in 1912 with the 
consolidation of the Lincoln Bell and 
Automatic exchanges. 
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in the Air Force. Strategic Air Com- radia a ment’s accomplishments through the of his large force. The big, black car He has been a lineman, installer, 
mand is the largest single Air Command ranks of his subordinates. was frequently first in the parking lot switchboardman, inspector, toll test: 
in the United States Air Force. It is From his vast fund of information in the early morning and often stood man and toll wire chief. In 1922 he 
by itself one of the greatest combat ® he drew decisions that were swift and there alone far into the night. Line was promoted to traffic engineer; in 


forces ever assembled and the long- 
range atomic or hydrogen striking force 
of the United States. It is the iron fist 
of the free world. 

SAC’s mission is to be constantly pre- 
pared to conduct strategic air Operations 


A B-47 Stratojet retarding its landing speed with the assistance of a drag chute 


which is housed in the tail and released soon after the 600 mile-an-hour swept-wing 


jet touches wheels on the runway. 
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accurate; decisions that he was pre- 
pared to defend at any level with tena- 
city, for there was not a timid bone in 
the frame of our chief engineer. 

Mr. Donley held a degree in law and 
one in engineering, although his for- 
mal education ended with his gradua- 


coln’s new equipment building could 
well stand as a personal monument to 
this singular trait, for Cecil had per- 
sonal knowledge of its every beam and 
stone, every item of equipment as well 
as its function and operation. 

Though his health was failing rapidly 
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1937 to assistant traffic superintendent; 
and in 1944 to general traffic superin- 
tendent. He was named chief engineer 
in April 1949. 

The passing of Cecil C. Donley leaves 
a void in the ranks of telephony which, 
of a certainty, cannot be easily filled. 


Figure 16 
in use 
July 1949 to December 1953 
and from January 1955 
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During the anniversary year of 1954 
a special insigne was designed to com- 
memorate our half century of service 
(Figure 17.) During the year it was 
used extensively in newspaper adver- 
tisements, on directory covers, company 
forms, statements and correspondence. 
It served to identify our trucks and 
usually appeared within sight of most 
of our customers several times a day. 


It is probable, then, that some may 
think LT&T has blossomed out with a 
new design as they notice that the an- 
niversary emblem has been substituted 
by another (Figure 16) in the com- 
pany’s signature. Not so. We have 
only reverted back to the emblem 
which had been in use for several years 
before being replaced temporarily by 
the anniversary design. 


Let’s talk about the company emblem 
—and how it came to be. It is a prod- 
uct of evolution. Its history began at 
the very cradle of LT&T when the de- 
sign shown in Figure 1 appeared on the 
cover of the company’s first directory 
of June 1904. This directory listed the 
original subscribers to dial telephone 
service in Lincoln, and in Nebraska. 
Here was borrowed intact the ancient 
symbol of the Independent industry 
which featured a Maltese Cross with 
the word “telephone” prominently and 
centrally displayed. But the National 
Independent Telephone Association was 
already in the process of discarding this 
trade mark in favor of the red, white 
and blue shield, which was destined to 


become almost as well known through- 
out America as the “Blue Bell” of its 
powerful competitor. 


In July 1905 a local artist, using the 
shield as a basic design, created an em- 
blem for our company, substituting the 
word “Lincoln” in the blue field to give 
it local flavor (Figure 2). This was 
used on directory issues until October 
1906 when it was supplanted by the 
Association’s new emblem (Figure 3). 

The shield of the Independent in- 
dustry appeared on several issues of the 
directory during the next year when it 
was replaced by a design in which the 
shield was enclosed within a dial (Fig- 
ure 4). This theme carried forward 
until the spring of 1911. 


Meanwhile Seth W. Eddy had joined 
the company as financial representa- 
tive. He was an ardent admirer of Ab- 
raham Lincoln and recommended that 
the head of the Great Emancipator be 
used as the emblem of LT&T; not only 
because the name was applicable, but 
also that Lincoln’s great depth of cha- 
racter could be held as a criterion by 
the organization and its employees in 
dealings with the public and in the war 
of competition in which the industry 
was then engaged. This insigne first ap- 
peared in 1909 (Figure 5) and was used 
on various forms and documents until 
well into the ’twenties. Some of our 
pioneer employees will remember that 
the head of Lincoln occupied a promin- 
ent place in the design of the old pay- 
roll checks (Figure 6). 
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Fowever, the commercial department 
did not adopt the Lincoln head on the 
directory, but continued with the shie!d 
and dial until April 1911 when the first 
use of the letter prefix called for a re- 
design of the dial face. The shield was 
now eliminated and the company name 
substituted in the center of the dial 
(Figure 7). This emblem was used 
without change on directories at Lin- 
coln until 1921. 

In 1912 the Bell interests in our terri- 
tory were purchased. All their ex- 
changes were manually operated and 
the dial design was wholly unsuited to 
become a general company emblem. 
This left the Lincoln head adherents 
pretty much in the saddle. In 1917 they 
introduced an idea which became the 
forerunner of the basic design followed 
for the next thirty-odd years. The head 
of Lincoln was circumscribed by a 
double circle enclosing the words, 
“Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany,” and in smaller type at the bot- 
tom: “Owned in Nebraska.” (Figure 
8). This design was used on forms and 
letterheads and in the Telephone News, 
but neither it, nor any of the emblems 
thus far described, were ever used in 
connection with the company’s signa- 
ture in itS newspaper advertisements. 

R. E. Mattison, then commercial 
superintendent, saw the need for adopt- 
ing an official company emblem, al- 
though he contended that a picture of a 
telephone, rather than the head of Lin- 
coln, would be more significant of the 
business in which the company was 


| INDEPENDENT 


rLINCOLN 


Ke KK Re HH 


, LONG DISTANCE 


“TELEPHONE 


Wake) \c | 
DISTANCE | 


SYSTEM 


Figure 1 


in use 
June 1904 to July 1905 


engaged. From 1915 to 1920 no less 
than four different drawings of the 
desk stand were used as part of the 
company’s Signature; but none con- 
sistently (Figures 9 to 12). 


In March 1921 the picture of a desk 
telephone finally succeeded the head of 
Lincoln inside the double circle and 
the words “Local and Long Distance” 
were substituted for “Owned in Ne- 
braska” at the bottom of the design 
(Figure 13). In some ways this may 
be considered to be the first official 
company emblem, for it was accepted 
by all departments and used on the 
cover of telephone directories for all 
exchanges; in advertisements, on letter- 
heads, envelopes and most of the forms 
of the organization. It lived to the ripe 
old age of 11 years, being rendered ob- 
solete in June 1932 when the desk stand 
was replaced by the picture of a hand- 
set telephone (Figure 14). 

When the word “THE” was made a 
prefix to the company name in 1937, 
the emblem was again redesigned. The 
handset was modernized and the words 
“Tocal and Long Distance’ removed 
(Figure 15). The life span of this de- 
sign was 12 years; most of it on bor- 
rowed time, for the self-contained 
handset made its appearance and its 
beautiful modern lines’ contrasted 
sharply with the older handset pic- 
tured in the emblem. The handwriting 
was on the wall. Our experience of 
thirty-odd years pointed up the neces- 
sity of a design that would not become 
outmoded with successive changes In 
the telephone’s appearance. 


Our present emblem (Figure 16) 
made its debut in 1949. The name of 
the company was inscribed in such a 
manner that the word “TELEPHONE” 
first meets the eye. It is interesting and 
ironical to note that someone had 
worked along this same logical line of 
thought in the design of Figure Num- 
ber One! However, it is merely a co- 
incidence. The various insignia which 
have made their appearance through 
the years have conformed to the need 
of the times. It does appear that the 
present emblem may well endure ad 
infinitum, for the telephone, we are 
convinced, is here to stay. 
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in use 

Oct. 1907 to April 1911 
in use 

Oct. 1906 to Oct. 1907 
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in use in use 
from 1909 to 1924 April 1911 to Spring 192] Sept. 1917 to Febr. 1919 


Figure 12 


Used October 1919 


Figure 11 


In use 1919 
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In use 1918 


Figure 9 


In use 1915 


Figure 13 Figure 14 Figure 15 
in use in’ use in use 
March 1921 to June 1932 June 1932 to July 1937 July 1937 to July 1949 
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H. W. Potter Retires as Secretary-Treasurer 


> ey 


Herbert W. Potter 


H. W. Potter, secretary-treasurer, 
now on a cruise and tour of South 
American countries, retired from his 
active duties on December 31. Hough- 
ton Furr was elected as his successor at 
a recent meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors. Mr. Furr was formerly assistant 
to the president, and has been acting 
treasurer since mid-November, when 
Mr. and Mrs. Potter began their ex- 
tended journey. 

Mr. Potter’s 25th anniversary with 
the company occurred December 1, last. 
It was on that date in 1929 that he was 
employed as assistant to the then secre- 
tary-treasurer Calvin P. Russell. Three 
years later the two positions were di- 
vided; Mr. Russell retaining the post of 
secretary, with Mr. Potter being named 
treasurer and assistant secretary. This 
arrangement continued until the retire- 
ment of Mr. Russell in March 1934 
when Mr. Potter assumed the full duties 
of the combined offices. 

Mr. Potter has made a lifelong study 
of the field of finance, and his keen 
perception into the complexities of this 
science has been of untold value in the 
erection of the present sound financial 
structure of LT@T. Although the per- 
formance of his duties seldom required 
his presence in the territory, our con- 
genial secretary-treasurer has formed a 
wide circle of friends throughout the 
organization. 

In preparation for his future of so- 


Houghton Furr 
Elected As 


Successor 


called leisure, Mr. Potter has methodi- 
cally built up a range of business, civic 
and social interests. Added to these is 
a natural bent as a_ horticulturist, a 
hobby that has filled his summertime 
evenings for many a year. He expects 
to be pretty busy in the days to come. 


The election of Houghton Furr as 
secretary-treasurer brings to that office 
a personable man of many talents. Since 
he first entered the organization in 
September 1953 as assistant to the presi- 
dent, Mr. Furr has made it an order of 
business to become acquainted with the 
company and its personnel. He has 
made several get-acquainted trips into 
the territory and taken an active part 
in employee activities, notably the an- 
nual Christmas caroling group, which 
he assists as organist. 

A 1940 graduate from the University 
of Nebraska, Mr. Furr entered Harvard 
Law School where he received his LL.B. 
degree in 1943. Here he was elected 
to his first treasurer's office with the 
Harvard Law Review. During the war 
he served for three years as pilot in- 
structor for the Army Air Force, hold- 
ing the commission of first lieutenant. 

After returning to Lincoln, Mr. Furr 
was occupied as an assistant professor 
of law at the University of Nebraska 
and associated with Archie Furr and 
Company in auditing and tax compila- 
tion. 


T. CG. Woods said, at the time of Mr. 
8h Yee 


Houghton Furr 


Furr’s entrance into the company, “The 
present era of change and development 
has brought about specialized require- 
ments in telephone company manage- 
ment as well as in its operation. Govern- 
ment controls, complex business eco- 
nomics and growing tax problems indi- 
cate the need for legal training and 
abilities which Houghton Furr brings 
to our organization.” 

Houghton found an early apprecia- 
tion for music and all through grade 
school years he received instruction on 
the piano. During high school his 
training came from University teachers 
and in his last year began at the organ 
under the tutelage of Wilber Cheno- 
weth. During the years of law training 
he did no playing, but in 1946 he won 
the piano audition for the Lincoln 
Symphony concert. In the same year 
Lois Meyers, Lincoln Traffic, then a 
student at Nebraska Wesleyan, won 
the vocal audition. 

After the war Mr. Furr was on con- 
cert tour, accompanying Robert B. 
Anderson, basso, in appearances 
throughout the country, including a 
performance in Carnegie Hall. He still 
gives an occasional concert at St. Paul 
Church at Lincoln, where he is organist. 

Mr. Furr is a member of the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce, American 
Legion and University Club. He is 
married and has a son Houghton, Junior, 
and a daughter Lyn. 


A. 0. Andrews Named 
Acting Chief Engineer 


A. O. Andrews 

In an announcement made on Decem- 
ber 29 to department heads, district 
managers and personnel of the engi 
neering department, Merle M. Hale, 
vice president, named A. O. Andrews 
to serve as Acting Chief Engineer. 

Mr. Hale lamented the untimely pass- 
ing of our chief engineer, Cecil Donley, 
and continued, “One thing he would 
wish is that we carry on in the true 
tradition of the telephone business. Mr. 
Donley left many monuments to his 
memory, one of the finest being the 
excellent engineering organization which 
he built. We know this organization is 
capable of carrying out the plans which 
he had under way. Careful considera- 
tion will be given to the selection of 
Mr. Donley’s successor, but it may be 
some time before an announcement is 
made. Until such time Mr. A. O. An- 
drews will serve as Acting Chief Engi- 
neer. We know that you will give him 
the support and help which he will 
need to carry out this assignment.” 

Mr. Andrews possesses a fine back- 
ground of practical and technical ex- 
perience which will serve him well in 
meeting the responsibilities of his pres- 
ent assignment. He came to the com- 
pany in September 1917 as an appren- 
tice combinationman. He became a 
switchboardman in January 1918 and 
a switchman six months later. His 
career was interrupted by a period of 
military service during World War I, 
after which he returned to his work as 
switchman. In 1925 he entered the 


traffic department as clerk, but reas- 
sumed his duties as switchboardman 
for three years during the depression. 
In July 1935 he again joined the traf- 
fic forces and was named equipment 
engineer in December 1936. His ap- 
pointment as building and equipment 
engineer came in August, 1952. 


L.A.F.B. (Continued from Page 2) 


country permit the United States to 
remain unmolested by their bomber 
forces. 

Lincoln Air Force Base is now being 
prepared to take part in these opera- 
tions. It will be equipped with two 
wings—B-47's, SAC’s medium bombers. 
To illustrate further the size and qual- 
ity of this aircraft, it can be compared 
with the B-25, a medium bomber in 
World War IJ. The B-47 has a gross 
take-off weight of 190,000 pounds com- 
pared with 27,000 pounds for the B-25. 
Further SAC’s present day aircraft also 
have a much greater range and speed in 
comparisan to W.W. IJ aircraft. With 
this vast improvement, however, the 
equipment has become much more com- 
plex. 

In W.W. II approximately 600 
trained people could maintain 48 B-24’s. 
Today it takes about 1,100 of these 
maintenance people to maintain 45 
B-47’s. There is also a large differen- 
tial in the skill level requirements of 
W.W. II and present day maintenance 
people. During W.W. II an individual 
could be sent through approximately 
three to five months of maintenance 
training and be capable of doing a fair- 
ly good job. Today it takes from two 
to two and one-half years to train per- 
sonnel before they can do the required 
work. 

Lincoln will be another Air Division 
within SAC. On the average an Air 
Division is composed of two combat 
wings, each with 45 B-47’s; and two 
air refueling squadrons, each with 20 
KC-97 tanker aircraft for air-to-air re- 
fueling; and one air base group. The 
air base group provides the housekeep- 
ing for both the combat wings. The 
capital investment in officers for the 
division totals about $177,000,000. The 
capital investment in airmen approxi- 
mates $143,000,000 or a final sum of 
about $320,000,000 in capital invest- 
ment in personnel. This computation ts 
based on a fully manned—900 officers 
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and 5400 airmen—fully qualified air 
division. 

To bring these figures into closer 
focus, an average aircraft commander 
of a B-47 serves as an excellent ex- 
ample. The B-47 crew is comprised of 
three officers, the aircraft commander, 
co-pilot and observer. The average B-47 
commander in SAC has 10 years serv- 
ice. His flying training, pay and allow- 
ances and cost of his flying experience 
adds up to a capital investment of ap- 
proximately $436,700. He is responsible 
for a plane which costs over $2,500,000. 
In addition, the costs of training the 
co-pilot and observer boost these fig- 
ures even higher. These figures do not 
even include maintenance cost and de- 
preciation of equipment incident to 
training an aircraft commander. If these 
were included, the investment in this 
one man would total $618,000. 

Thus, it is manifest that these men 
are extremely capable of operating what 
many consider to be the most potent 
deterrent to war which exists today— 
Strategic Air Command. 

This is what Lincoln Air Force Base 
represents. It will be one unit of an 
organization which will literally squash 
any aggressor which seeks to attack the 
United States. 


Death of Frank Walter 


Frank W. Walter, retired, died Janu- 
ary 4 at a Beatrice hospital. He was 
74 years of age. 

Mr. Walter retired in December 
1945 with a record 
of nearly 34 years 
of service, spent in 
its entirety as com- 
binationman at the 
Beatrice exchange. 
It was said at the 
time that the mem- 
ory of many a resi- 
dent of Beatrice 
could not reach 
back to the time 
when Frank was not synonymous with 
the telephone in their home and with 
its troubles and repairs. 

Mr. Walter began his career with 
the Nebraska Telephone Company at 
Beatrice in August 1911, joining LT&T 
with its purchase of the Bell plant in 
January 1912. Survivors include his 
wife, Myrtle, three daughters, a brother, 
a sister and seven grandchildren. 
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FRANK H. Woopg, 


Cover pages and foreword from the first issue of the Lincoln Telephone News, January 1915. 


January 1955, and a Happv New 
Year from the News, which has attained 
the ripe and venerable age of 40 years. 
it bears those years with considerable 
pride, for the Lincoln Telephone News 
was among the very first em sloyee 
magazines to make an appearance in 
the Independent telephone field; and 
ranks among the patriarchs of the house 
organ family in the entire midwest. 

| There had been buzzing in the cor- 
ridors for several weeks before the 
January 1915 issue of the magazine 
came off the press that such a thine 
was in the offing. The “grapevine” e 
those times was highly organized. Con- 
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accuracy, were passed along in an end- 
less circular chain, from mouth to ear. 
Until that time there had been no 
planned channel of information between 
management and employee in LT&T; 
nor, for that matter, in scarcely a major 
company in all America. Somehow, in 
the conduct of business this vital link 
had been universally neglected. 


As might be expected, one of the first 
industrial leaders to be convinced of the 
merits of a free flow of information 
within an organization was Frank H. 
Woods. Remember that this was 1915, 
and not for another twenty years would 
American Business, generally, accept the 
idea that an employee had a need for 
information and knowledge of company 


policies. 


Mr. Woods wrote the foreword for 
the first issue of the magazine. In it 
he laid down, clearly and concisely, the 
responsibilities of the News. Only dur- 
ing the past ten years has the employee 
magazine field truly expanded and the 
number of publications increased 
leaps and bounds. This has given rise 
to a flood of studies and surveys seck- 
ing to fix the policies and purposes of 


46 8 fe 


the employee magazine; yet none of 
these has improved upon or extended 
beyond the charge given the Lincoln 
Telephone News by Frank H. Woods 
40 years ago when he wrote: 


“The keynote of success in moder 
business is co-operation. However effi- 
cient may be each of the individual 
units that make up its working organ- 
ization, the product of their energy is 
vastly lessened in value and effective- 
ness if there is lacking a thorough 
understanding of purposes and a knowl- 
edge of how each part of a great busi- 
ness dovetails into all other parts. 
Herein lies the measure of the success 
of the business as a business just as it 
is the measure of success of the em- 
ployee as an individual worker. 


‘ fe 
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Norman Ott A. B. Gorman 
Editor Editor 
1935-1944 1944-1953 


“The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Company is engaged in a most impor- 
cant and valuab'e work, and it follows 
that those who assist in the doing of 
that work are contributing to society 
something that is worth while and 
which has a value beyond that repre- 
sented in the compensation they re- 
ceive. 

“In the perjormance of the duties the 
company owes to the public to give 
prompt and effic ent service it must de- 
pend in a large measure upon the loy- 
alty and efficiency of those who make 
up its corps of workers. These quali- 
ties best find their expression in a 
harmonious working together, and in 
the belief that some medium should be 
provided wherein the various members 
of the working organizaton may come 
closer together and secure a_ better 
understanding of just what we are all 
trying to accomplish, The Lincoln Tele- 
phone News has been established. 

“The first number of the News is now 
before you. Being a first issue its con- 
tents reflect only in a measure the 
purpose of its editors. In later issues 
they hope to be able to make The News 
more interesting to each of you and to 
enlist your help in having it reflect the 
ideas and ideals of all of you, as well as 
to relate what has been accomplished. 
It will be in no sense a technical jour- 
nal. Its purpose is to inform the em- 
ployees of the company what progress 
is being made in each of the depart- 
ments and what is being done in the 
various exchanges that make up the 
company plant. Its value to you will 
depend upon the aid you give in mak- 
ing it newsy and interesting. 

It is the belief of the officers of the 
company that a publication such as this, 
which is essentially a medium of com- 
munication between the employees, will 
cement and solidify the organization 
and by stimulating the interest of each 
in his or her branch of the work de- 
velop a spirit of the corps that will find 
effective expression. The essence of co- 
operation is mutual helpfulness, and in 
developing this spirit both the com- 
pany and the employees will contribute 
to the betterment of the service, an ob- 
ject in which both are equally con- 
cerned. A highly efficient service to the 
public means increased revenues for 
the company, and inereased revenues 
afford the principal means by which 
the company may better reward effi- 
cient service by its employees.” 

The foregoing constitutes the charter 
under which the News has_ served 
LT&T employees for two-score years, 
for Teamwork is still the prime objec- 
tive of the publication. Teamwork, we 
think, is developed by introducing em- 
ployees to one another; helping them 
become better informed about company 
practices, policies and its place in the 
economic scheme; promoting confidence 


FRANK H. WOODS 


The year 1915 found the career of LT&T’s 
young president in its greatest decade of ascend- 
ance. Though only 47, he already had been 
president of the company for ten years. 


in the company and pride in the job; 
promoting their health and safety both 
on and off the job; showing them how 
the work of each fits into that of the 
other 1,500 and picturing the impor- 
tance of the contribution of each. 

The first editor was Walter Thor- 
grimson, who was chief clerk in the 
commercial department in 1915. Or- 
iginally published as a 6x9 inch 16- 
page magazine, it grew to a 28-page 
74x 1014 inch book during the late 
‘twenties. During the Great Depres- 
sion it grew smaller and smaller until it 


“MUDDER, | GOT DE JOB!” 


Th2 present editor’s frst published cartoon 
epveared fn the Aoril 1915 issue of the News. 
This is what one might call a steady job. 
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was finally reduced to a single sheet, 
four page bulletin. It turned to the 
newspaper format in 1934 and con- 
tinued in this form until 1944 when it 
returned to the magazine type, size 
814 x 11 inches, as it remains today. 
Editors to follow Mr. Thorgrimson, 
each of whom served for nine years, 
were C. W. Motter, Norman Ott and 
A. B. Gorman. The present editor was 
appointed in March 1953. 
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OUR COVER 


A B-47 Stratojet takes off with the 
aid of its 18 rocket units. Fastest known 
in the world, the swept-wing U. S. Air 
Force medium bomber has a speed of 
more than 600 miles per hour. It 1s 
powered by six turbojet engines. An 
earlier model was flown across the na- 
tion in 1949 at an average speed of 
607.8 miles an hour. covering 2,289 air’ 
line miles in just three hours and 46 
minutes. This is the high flying beauty 
that is responsible for most of the vapor 
trails seen this winter over LTT land. 
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at a premium. Vice President Hale gave 
the opening remarks after which a pro- 


completed the evening’s activities. Invited 
were all 


At the Adult Christmas Party in Lin- 
coln. This picture was taken before the 
program began. Within a few minutes all 
seats were filled and standing room was 
gram of professional entertainment, re- 
freshments, dancing and a social hour 

Lincoln employees, their spouses 
“dates.” 


The Hastings Women’s Party, held December 14. On floor: Marion Crawford, 
Given Albers, Santa Claus (Philip Compton), Geraldine Benson and Margaretta Hurd. 
Seated: Bonnie Einspahr, Helen Campbell, Aletha Bennett, Joan Banger, Velma Mag- 
gart, Hazel Hueske, Anna Bott, Arlene Wright. Standing, middle row: Moreane 
Alldritt, Lauretta Baker, Jessie Van Trump, Jolene Gauthier, Caroline Swedlund, 
Evelyn Thiesen, Bea Rohrer, Patricia Sperry, Neva Pelowski, Donna Larsen, Audrey 
McKeown, Nethe Baker, Jean Measenbach, Ruth Compton, Rosetta Habben and 
Dorothy Darnold. Back row: Helen Rothfuss, Zelma Mason, Luetta Bacon, Jacqueline 
Craig, Anna Mohlman, Georgia Elfring, Betty Wiedenkeller, Marlys Uhrich, Belva 


Jean Craig, Ann Horton, Shirley Gilbert, Anna Mae Caldwell, Donna Belle Schumann, 
and Marie Pearson. 
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A turkey dinner was the central theme of the Wahoo 


The Yuletide is get-acquainted time 
and it’s good to find that employee 
gatherings were held generally through- 
out LT&T territory. Some of these 
parties are covered in the Personalities 
section of this issue. Some are shown 


here in pictures. We surmise there 
may be others that left no written rec- 
crd behind them. But one and all left 
a wake of fellowship and joy, two prime 
ingredients of a Merry Christmas. 


At Lincoln two giant parties at Cot- 
ner Terrace and the activities of the 
Caroling Group stole the show. A most 
successful Children’s Party was held on 
the afternoon of December 11 and an 
Adult Party on December 17. George 
Ramsey was general chairman, with 
Sylvia Hoaglin acting as chairman of 
the children’s affair, where 253 young- 
sters were royally entertained, along 
with 115 of their elders. An estimated 


This photograph, taken over the shoulder of Houghton 


crowd of 600 filled the Terrace at the 
Adult Party. 


The traditional Christmas chorus once 
again displayed a finely matched blend 
of voices as it embarked on an ambitious 
program of practice sessions and ap- 
pearances. They sang at the Scottish 
Rite Temple, Tabitha Home, Veterans 
Hospital, White Hall, and visited the 
homes of President T. C. Woods and 
Guy O. Seaton. They appeared on 
television over KOLN-TV on December 
23 and were heard over radio stations 
KWBE, Beatrice; KHAS, Hastings; and 
KAWL, York. On December 21 they 
lifted their voices through the buildings 
at 14th & M, 15th & M, and 21st & L 
Streets. 


Parties also were held at Stromsburg, 
Superior, Hastings, Ashland, Beatrice, 
Nebraska City, Wahoo, Hebron, Syra- 
cuse, Sutton, and by several of the Lin- 
coln departments. 


One of the many departmental gather- 
ings was the accounting group pictured 
above, as they assembled on the _ third 
floor for a gift exchange and an hour 
of pleasantries. Stealing the show was 
Jack Geist, thinly disguised as Santa Claus, 
who apparently had memorized _ several 
pages from an old joke book. He appears 
ot lower right in the picture. 


The Beatrice girls assembled on December 16 for their annual gift exchange. 
On the floor, from left to right: Mary Hillhouse, Donna Ehmen, Genevieve Harper, 
Hattie Elmsheauser, Henrietta Menninga, Alys White, Eleanor Bryant, Anita Lang, 
Dorothy Foster, Beverly Rotzin, Susan Settles, Betty Cullison. Second row: Cecilia 
Haverkamp, Phyllis Morgan, Marcella Will, Lolo Boughtin, Veronica Siske, Rosalie 
Witowski, June Carman, Phyllis Jungke, Mable Wieting, Lela Watson, Alma Norman. 
Standing: Margaret Malecha, Ruth Corter, Ruth Diekmann, Claudine Schlake, Darlene 
Remmers, Marcella O'Bryan, Kathryn Widick, Dorothy Mapes, Edna Mahlock, Vir- 
ginia Coon, Rethal Falk, Evelyn Menke, Myrtle Janssen, Irma Arnold, Alice Reents, 


Maude Willey, Paula Otte, Anna Menninga, Vey Warren, Marilyn Saathoff, Verna 
Freeman. 


The Lincoln Commercials, both general and local forces, held 
Christmas Party, held in the telephone building basement Furr at the organ, shows the employee Christmas carolers The arrival of Santa Claus (Harold Brady) was a to their ancient custom of an early morning Christmas Breakfast. 
December 16. Front row, left to right: Mary Beaty, Dorothy assembled at the KOLN-TV studio for their half-hour tele- tense moment at the Children’s Party at Lincoln. Santa It was held this year on December 23 at the Hotel Cornhusker. 
Ostry, Gladys Hula, Mildred Lanik, Marlene Fugan, and Bar- cast. Through the fine cooperation of Bob Jeambey of came eauipped with reindeer and sleigh, a masterpiece Advantage of the morning gatherings, as the Commercials attest, 
bara Swanda. Back row: Inez Olsen, Mae Meduna, Janice KOLN-TV, the very select time and date—7 P. M. on of the decorations committee. In the picture, Master is that it attains 100 per cent attendance. 


Owens, Emily Bohoty, Leana Yarmon, Lucille Albert, and 


Disadvantages appear 
Margaret Kohn. 


of Ceremonies Charles Connors, left, and clowns Bob later in the day as droop-eyed employees, who had risen at an 
Wohlberg and Loran Powell assist in the entree. unearthly hour, try to stay awake until the five o'clock whistle sounds. 
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December 23—was obtained, thus assuring a tremendous 
viewing audience. 


J. S. Reed C. E. Lawson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


ervice 
Birthdays 


39 YEARS Clyde Burge, Beatrice. 

38 YEARS A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
32 YEARS A. M. Geist, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS Edith A. Seward, Hastings. 
29 YEARS A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 


28 YEARS George Brock, Crete; J. H. Man- 
kamyer, Sutton; Hattie Staley, Lincoln. 


27 YEARS Lillian Baker, Lincoln; Myron 


Arthur Balderson 


LaVerne Braun 
Seward Lincoln 
20 Years 15 Years 


Birdsley, Auburn; A. Marie Pearson, John 
Spady, Hastings. 
26 YEARS Kathryn Portsche, R. T. Ross, 


Lincoln. 


25 YEARS C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 
23 YEARS Inez Olsen, Wahoo; 


Stiers, Geneva. 
21 YEARS Mary Bornemeier, Lincoln. 


20 YEARS Arthur Balderson, Seward. 
17 YEARS Cecile Morehead, Tecumseh. 
16 YEARS Lucile Schmersal, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS LaVerne Braun, Lincoln; Mildred 
Brobst, Benedict; Elizabeth Nichols, Platts- 
mouth. 


12 YEARS Eleanor Buettgenback, Hazel 


Gladys 


Mildred Brobst 
Benedict 
15 Years 


Elizabeth Nichols William Schuman 
Plattsmouth Lincoln 
15 Years 10 Years 


Neman, Lincoln. 
11 YEARS Ruth Ccmpton, Hastings; Belle 


Howery, Margaret Sanburg, 


Shickley. 


10 YEARS Henrietta Menninga, Beatrice; 
A. D. Miller, Lincoln; William Schuman, 
Lincoln. (December Anniversary) 

8 YEARS Harold £. Butler, Ashland; C. H. 
Eitzmann, V. E. Embrey, York; Fern Jacobs, 
Crete; Arleen Swanson, E. R. Travis, Lincoln. 


7 YEARS M. J. Danaher, Wymore; C. W. 
Semple, Lincoln; Esther Wittenberger, 
Alexandria. 


6 YEARS W. F. Hendrix, Ross Lane, Jr., 
Lincoln; Barbara McCord, D. E. Webb, 
Hastings; L. L. Rezny, Wilber. 

5 YEARS Victor Cacek, Fairbury; Rowena 
Light, York; E. E. Meese, Lincoln. 


Lincoln; 


Northwest Mounties: 
Read and Weep 


It was nearing midnight when Pa- 
tricia Colwell answered a long distance 
signal at the Hastings switchboard. The 
call didn’t sound too difficult. She was 
asked to locate a 
party who suppos- 
edly had winged his 
way into St. Joe 
during the day. Per- 
haps he had landed 
at the Municipal 
Airport. But Mrs. 
7 Colwell found he 
ee jeg «= hadn't landed and 
was “UX” (not ex- 
pected) as the 
weather was definitely unfit for flying. 

Patricia got some good suggestions 
from the Civil Aeronautic Association 
at St. Joe and began to backtrack to- 
ward Cleveland, the point of embarka- 
tion. She made nine futile calls at 
intermediate points before returning to 


Patricia Colwell 


Joe to page her party at likely 
hotels and motels. The time was 12:44 
A. M. 

At 1:04 A. M. she was back in Cleve- 
land, and 13 minutes later again in St. 
Joe calling the rest of the motels and 
posting word for her elusive quarry. 
The clock’s big hand performed a circle 
and still the chase continued, At 2:53 
Mrs. Colwell received the report that 
her party had been seen at Burlington, 
Iowa, the day before, but this helped 
not at all. Four, five and six o'clock 
rolled by. Patricia’s enthusiasm was 
still running high. 

At 7:08 came news that the proposed 
flight had been postponed because of 
bad weather, and now she concen- 
ated on Cleveland, but not until 9:14 
was it learned that the object of the 
search could be reached at Champaign, 
Hlinois. Success was only a few min- 
utes away. At 9:17 the call was com- 
pleted. The original toll ticket now had 
three others pinned to it. They were 
filled with reports of the long night's 
efforts. 
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Meanwhile John J. Lainson, who had 
placed the call, reached his desk and 
made it the first order of business to 
write a letter. He was more than im- 
pressed with the nightlong search and 
thought he should inform Ed Flower- 
day, area manager, of the fact. He 
wrote in part: “I should like to tell you 
that Operator 21, who was on duty 
in the early hours of the morning, did 
an excellent job in trying to complete 
ray call. She handled the unusual phases 
of it with a great deal of intelligence 
and efficiency. 

“Up to this time it has not been 
possible for us to complete the call but 
that dces not detract from the very 
fine cooperation that she gave me. I 
would appreciate it if you would con- 
vey my personal thanks to her for her 
ciforts and, to you, congratulations in 
havin in your employ people who live 
up to the fine standards of your 
service.” 


.. And from all of us: Congratula- 
tions, Patricia. Thanks. Mr. Lainson. 


Miss Lefler Joins News Staff 


Dorothy Lefler, secretary to the gen- 
eral plant superintendent, straightened 
out her twisted arm and agreed to 
take over the reporting of news for the 
general office sec- 
ond floor and cafe- 
teria. Her first edi- 
tion appears in the 
“Personalities” sec- 
tion of this very 
issue. You'll like its 
refreshing style and 
complete coverage. 
Miss Lefler takes 
over the double du- 
ties formerly per- 
formed by Joan Moorberg and John 
Reed. John is retaining his membership 
on the News staff to become a special 
writer. He will cover—in story and 
pictures—new developments, methods, 
tools and equipment of the plant de- 
partment. We also have a story to tell 
about Mr. Reed, his career and accom- 
plishments. It will appear with his plant 
feature story 1n Our next issue. 


Dorothy Lefler 


_ 


Hale Chosen President 
of Lincoln (. of C 


Merle M. Hale was elected president 
of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
at the annual board of directors’ dinner 
and election meeting at the Lincoln 
Country Club, Tuesday, December 14. 
The new officers took office immedi- 
ately. 

The elevation to the Chamber’s 
highest office comes as a fitting climax 
to many years service on the part of 
Mr. Hale to both the junior and senior 
divisions of the organization. 

The office carries the weight of tre- 
mendous responsibility, but Mr. Hale 


views the adventures of the coming 
year with optimism, declaring that his 
careful selection of working committees 
will tend to lighten the load which nor- 
mally descends on the chair. His al- 
ready wide experience as a leader in 
civic and industrial groups will un- 
doubtedly stand in good stead in the 
assignment of committee duties. 

Mr. Hale succeeds John E. Curtiss in 
the presidential post. Chauncey LE. 
Barney, former employee and son of 
George P. Barney, general plant su- 
perintendent, was named third vice 
president in the same election. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Arthur Johanns, husband of Hilda 
Johanns, chief operator at Plattsmouth, died 
December 19. Services were held December 
22 at the Caldwell-Linder Funeral Chapel, 
Plattsmouth, with burial in Oakhill Cemetery. 

Mrs. Cora Isley, mother of Jake Isley, 
supply department, died December 19. 
Funeral services were held at the Brokema 
Funeral Home in Hickman on December 23. 

Mrs. Adilla Oglesby, mother of Lloyd 
Oglesby, area manager at Auburn, died De- 
cember 20 in Aurora. Funeral services were 
held at York on December 22, with burial in 
Greenwood Cemetery. 

Everett Wilkinson, father of Paul Wilkin- 
son, construction foreman, passed away De- 
cember 21. Funeral services were held in 
Lincoln and Bennet on December 23. 


Mrs. Martha Hedges, mother of Thomas 
Hedges, construction foreman at Hastings, 
passed away December 24 at Roca. Funeral 
services were held in Lincoln on Decem- 


ber 27. 


Mrs. Rosa Fleck, mother of George Fleck, 
supply department, died December 29. 
Funeral services were held December 31 in 
Beloit, Kansas. 

Mrs. Helen Keogh McGlone, mother of 
John Keogh, splicer at Hastings, passed 
away December 29. Funeral services were 
held in Denver on January 3. 


Let's Meet Our New Employees 


Date 
Name Position Exchange Emp. 
PLANT 
eee Oe Co: ae oe en ee eve keVOUnaman: (CSE). .ccuca Lien bubtec tabs Stale iee 11-29 
POVY VO VOW oct ccocsesssascisearanteginieceniajvesticas Janitor, Supply...... se tihemosiaas tae aswaa itn adislesietabanad snifacsentcdtoepeeseanicl eee” oe 
Charles Broer (Re-emp.) Janitor Lincoln 11-27 
R. A. Cruickshank Groundman (Cst. ) srie he: 12- 7 
Fairris F. Wood Stenographer, Supply ‘dices be naeteakan 12- 6 
TRAFFIC 
Elinor Kennedy (Re-emp.) Operator Lincoln 11-29 
Joyce Kiingsporn Operator York 11-22 
Alice Koziol (Re-emp.) ... Operator Beatrice 11-30 
Bonnie Oldham .....Operator Wahoo 11-29 
Lucille Petracek Operator Crete “2-14 
Alice Rezek ....Operator Wahoo 12- 6 
Barbara Tapee (Re- isicsaes . Operator Beatrice 12- 3 
Janice Wilshusen EUR toeree ._.Operator York 11-22 
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Jeanette Grossman, Hastings Traffic, and 
Marvin Persinger were united in marriage 
December 4 at the Christian Church in 
Hastings. 

The chapel at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church was the scene of the wedding of 
Sharon Smith, Lincoln Service, and Jack 
Caldwell, Lincoln Commercial, on Decem- 
ber 11. 

Alice Ward, Lincoln Commercial, and 
Paul Dodd were married December 26 at 


Grace Methodist Church in Lincoln. 


Alvina Miller, Accounting, and Carl Lit- 
tle of Lake City, Florida, were married in 
the chapel of the First Baptist Church in 
Lincoln at an 8:30 P. M. ceremony on De- 
cember 31. They will reside in California. 


A daughter, Leigh Ann, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. William Baker on November 17. 
William is employed in the Lincoln Switch- 
room, 6 Office. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hunzeker are the 
parents of a son, Jeffry Dean, born Decem- 
ber 1. Mr. Hunzeker is a combinationman 
at Sutton. 


A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. 


Vic Volkart on December 18. Voline is on 


leave of absence from Wahoo Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berggren announce 
the birth of a daughter, Patricia Ann, De- 
cember 29. Bob is employed in Ashland 
Plant. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Barnhouse announce 


ts ] 


the arrival of a son on January 3. Pearl is 
on leave from General Traffic. 


A son was born to Darrell and Opal 
Ehrlich on December 24. Opal is a member of 
the Lincoln Traffic department. 


A daughter, Brenda Joyce, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Canarsky December 5. 
Ed is employed in Lincoln Construction. 


FORMER NEWS EDITOR DIES 
Cleon W. (Red) Motter, secretary 


manager of the Fremont Chamber of 
Commerce, died at a Fremont hospital 
December 26 after a brief illness. Mr. 
Motte 

ing manager for LT&T from 1926 to 
1935, during which time he also served 
as editor of the News. 


r will he remembere ~d as advertis- 
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New Minimum Pension Amendments 


Bring Help Where 


It's a Happy New Year for John Doe 
and Mary Roe and many another re- 
tired employee of LT&’T. 

In a far-reaching series of amend- 
ments to certain sections of the Plan 
for Employees’ Pensions, the minimum 
benefits have been increased materially. 

The new text of the Plan is not so 
easy to understand in its legal termi- 
nology; with all the whereases and 
furthermores, and will not be quoted 
here. Stated more simply, the company 
will now provide for those regularly 
retired and receiving social security 
benefits a minimum pension in the 
amount of $100 when added to one-half 
the amount of social security payments 
earned by the pensioner by reason of 
former employment with LT&T. 

Under the former provision of the 
Plan—placed in effect in September 
1950—the minimum pension to the 
same group was computed by deducting 
from $100 the total amount of social 
security payments earned by the pen- 
sioner through his employment with 
LT&T. 

The change results in a maximum in- 
crease in the company pension of 
amount equal to one-half the pensioner’s 
social security benefits when computed 
in the manner described above. 

Clear as mud, you say? Then let’s 
get down to cases: 

Mr. Doe had retired at age 65 ac- 
cording to the provisions of the Plan 
and his actual earned pension amounted 
to $75 per month. His social security 
benefits, earned through his employ- 
ment with LT&T were $65 monthly. 
In fixing the amount of his pension 
check, two trial computations were made 
and the monthly payments were estab- 
lished on the basis of the larger sum. 
First, his social security payments were 
subtracted from $100. ($100 — $65 
= $35.) Next, one-half the social 
security payments were deducted from 


his earned pension. ($75 — $32.50 
= $42.50.) The latter figure, being 
greater, his pension payments were 


established at $42.50 per month. This, 
added to his social security check gave 
him a monthly income of $107.50. 


Mary Roe also retired at age 65 with 


It Is Needed Most 


an earned pension from LT&T amount- 
ing to $50 per month. She reported 
her social security benefits to be $65 
monthly. According to the formula, 
the benefit committee arrived at the 
amount of her pension payment by first 
subtracting her social security benefits 
($65) from $100. ($100 — $65 = 
$35.) Next by deducting one half the 
social security payments from the earned 
pension. ($50 — $32 $17.50.) 
Finding the first figure to be the larger, 
Miss Roe’s pension payments were fixed 
at $35 per month; and this, with her 
$65 of social security benefits, brought 
her monthly income to $100. 


Under the new amendments to the 
Plan both John and Mary, by co- 
incidence, will receive identical amounts. 
Their social security checks being equal 
($65), one-half of this amount is de- 
ducted from the $100 minimum. ($100 

$32.50 = $67.50.) This amount, 
being greater than their present pen- 
sion payments, it becomes the new fig- 
ure on their monthly pension checks 
and represents a nice, healthy increase 
to their monthly income (pension plus 
social security) which is now $132.50. 

Of course the new minimum pension 
structure will affect a great number of 
our retired folk in varying degrees— 
and some not at all. It is designed to 
give help where it is needed most. 
Those whose earned pensions are above 
the $100 minimum figure will not re- 
celve an increase. 

The present amendment 
the third major revision in the sta 
lished minimum pension to be made 
since LT&T first announced its pension 
plan in long ago 1917. The minimum 
pension was originally set at $30 per 
month. It was increased to $50 in Janu- 
ary 1946 and to $100 in September 
1950. 


The pension plan was in operation 
for five full years before the first em- 
ployee retired. That was Frank A. 
Lowe, who received a disability pension 
following an accident. Next on the list 
Freeman S. “Shorty” Holmes, 
whose retirement was dated June 15, 
1924. 
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Promotions, 
Tra nsfers or 


Title Changes 


LaJean VonDane 
Service Assistant 
Lincoin 


Dorothy Darnold 
Junior Supervisor 
Hastings 
Accounting 
Mary Boshart, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical. 


Commercial 
Dorothy M. Darnold, clerk to junior sup- 
ervisor, Hastings. 


Ardith Macaluso, 


sentative, Lincoln. 


clerk to service repre- 


Plant 
T. H. Roller, Jr., lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, Lincoln. 


L. W. Ward, lineman, Construction to 
combinationman, Lincoln. 
Traffic 


Joan R. Bennett, operator, Beatrice to Lin- 
coln. 


LaJean C. VonDane, 
ssistant, Lincoln. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 


Operator to service 


The Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during December 
1954: 


Primary Members: L. P. Schlentz, General 
Commercial, $7.50; J. E. Backstrom, Account- 
ing, $10.00; Marian Barnes, Lincoln Traffic, 
$10.00; Betty Schlief, Lincoin Traffic, $65.00; 
H. A. Williams, Pawnee City Plant, $12.50; 


Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron Traffic, 
$467.50; L. R. Cink, Wahoo Plant, $13.50; G. 
W. Griffith, Lincoln Pensioner, $10.00; Evelyn 
R. Koch, Lincoln Traffic, $102.10; M. M. Heath, 
Hastings Construction, $112.00; Marian Craw- 
ford, Hastings Traffic, $60.00; I. W. Halver- 
stadt, Tecumseh Plant, $16.00; J. L. Story, 
Lincoln Service, $97.40; W. C. Lant, Lincoln 
Pensioner, $10.00; P. A. Wessel, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $117.00; M. E. Nickell, Lincoln Construc- 
tion, $220.35; Loretta McIlnay, Crete Com- 
mercial, $194.65; A. S. Keckler, Lincoln Plant, 


$10.00; Mrs. Elizabeth Nichols, Plattsmouth 
Traffic, $20.00. 
Dependents: Mrs. K. L. Paro, Humboldt, 


$24.38; Mrs. J. G. Van Nordheim, Hastings, 
$4.50; Robert Ryan, Tecumseh, $7.50; Barbara 
Clifford, Lincoln, $4.50; Mrs. G. E. Walroth, 
Lincoln, $209.97; Frances Gilmore, Lincoln, 
$119.71; Irvin Wessel, Lincoln, $18.37; Mrs. 
R. J. Donaldson, Lincoln, $298.14; John Mills, 
Lincoln, $23.36; Mrs. T. B. Hedges, Lincoln, 
$16.88; Mrs. T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln, $447.58; 
Dwayne Nelson, Lincoln, $120.01. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS : 
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© Ae Eastern District 


Betty Mules, 
Associate Editor 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Christmas was the month’s major topic. 
We wish to thank all the people who remem- 
bered us with gifts and cards. ... The men 
enjoyed their party at Manager Gray’s 
house, with turkey and all the trimmings. 
A telephone movie was shown later in the 
evening. Guests were Don Gray and Merilee 
Nyquist. ... The gals enjoyed a 6:30 p.m. 
dinner at Frieda’s Tearoom on December 12. 
Later they came to the telephone office 
dressed as a song and enjoyed a gift ex- 
change under the Christmas tree. . . David, 
son of Elmer Bean, was in the hospital re- 
cently. He is feeling fine at this writing. 


Syracuse Area 
Norma Jean Dettmer, Correspondent 


Mr. Neujahr enjoyed the last two weeks 
of the year spending the balance of his va- 
cation at home. .. . Don Nelson, traveling 
auditor, spent two days at our office... . 
Helen Ejis late-vacationed at home with her 
husband and son. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Turkey prepared to perfection by Mary 
Beaty was the main course, plus all the 
trimmings prepared by other traffic mem- 
bers, at a Christmas party held in the base- 
ment of the telephone office on December 
16. After supper, bingo was played and a 
door prize was given to Anne Palensky who 
was lucky enough to have her name drawn 
from the hat. After a session of bingo the 
gifts were passed out by Janice Owens of 
Commercial and Ginger Johnson of Traffic. 
Everyone received lovely gifts. . Ethel 
Daharsh seems to be rather jinxed as far as 
her vacation is concerned. Her first attempt 
was in vain from a dislocated disc in her 
back and now once again she began her va- 
cation only to end up with glandular fever. 
At this writing she is on the slow road to 
recovery. ... Lucy Albert was also a vaca- 
tioner. She stayed home, taking care of her 
baby girl... . Loretta Vaca is back to work 
after an operation on her foot. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in the news. Marilyn 
Coad visited relatives in Santa Ana and 
Tustin, California. While there she swam 
at the beach, attended TV shows, and en- 
joyed a Mexican dinner on Elvira Street 


Frank Condos, Dick Eno and Don Bauer, all 


U. of N. students of the supply department, 
followed the Cornhuskers to Miami. Here they 
pose along a palm-lined boulevard at Hialeah. 
Kent Eno was the photographer. 


in Los Angeles. . Roberta Rademacher 
and Elva and Joan Remmers vacationed 
with their parents in the country. ... Della 
Gerdes visited her parents in Johnson. 

. Myron Birdsley spent his last week of 
vacation resting at home. ... The Traffic 
and Commercial girls enjoyed a Christmas 
party at the office. The evening was spent 
playing cards and bingo, and there was a 
gift exchange. Tasty refreshments were 
served. Marilyn Coad’s twenty-first 
birthday was the occasion for a surprise 
party given by her mother. Traffic and 
Commercial girls were invited. Marilyn re- 
ceived many nice gifts. 

Beatrice Area 
Joan Borzekofski, Correspondent 

The traffic department Christmas party 
was held December 16. An exchange of 
gifts followed the delicious dinner. ... Elsie 
Cooper spent Thanksgiving in Cheyenne 
getting acquainted with her new grand- 
daughter. . . . Susan Settles vacationed in 
Burchard recently. 

Crete Area 
Loretta MclIInay, Correspondent 

The traffic and commercial departments 
held their annual Christmas party on De- 
cember 13. Santa didn’t make a personal ap- 
pearance, but we had a gift exchange. Eliza- 
beth Johnson, chief operator, was the re- 
cipient of a pop-up toaster. . Joan Kur- 
zen Bauer, a recent bride, has: joined her 
husband in Aberdeen, Maryland. She plans 
to be with him until he is sent overseas, 
at which time she will return to her posi- 
tion in the Crete traffic department. 
Upon resignation as night operator, Freda 
Keller was presented a gift from the Traf- 
fic and Commercial girls... . Did you know 
that “pink eye” is definitely not a child- 
hood disease? Ethel Park can verify that 
statement. ... Mr. and Mrs. William Mc- 
Omber have returned from a_ two-weeks’ 
tour of southeastern states and a visit with 
their daughter in Washington, DD. 
Chris Haberman, former manager at Friend 
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and Seward, now retired, visited the Friend 
office recently. 
Fairbury Area 
Betty Shepherd, Correspondent 
Our Christmas party was held at Min- 
nie’s Dining Room, where a delicious din- 
ner was served. Afterwards a gift exchange 
was held around the tree in the girls’ lounge 
at the office. Charlotte Jordan was among 
those present, having recuperated from her 
accident. Irene James has taken a 
leave of absence to be with her husband, 
stationed at Langley Air Force Base in 
Virginia. Helen DeBord’s son, sta- 
tioned in Texas, was home for the holi- 
days. .. . JoAnn Sabin spent the holidays 
at her home in Vermillion, Kansas. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 
Two Christmas parties were held at Te- 
cumseh. The plant department had a stag 
party at the Golf Club and were hosts to 
the men from Auburn, Pawnee City, Cook 
and Sterling, and two gate-crashers. The 
roast beef was delicious and everyone had 
an enjoyable evening. The traffic and 
commercial departments had a dinner party 
the evening of December 17. Guests spent 
the evening playing cards, playing records, 
or trying to dodge the mistletoe which hung 
in the doorways in abundance. . . Irene 
Shew was a bridesmaid for Mary Beth 
Gilletton December 23. Mary Beth was a 
former operator here. Irby Halver- 
stadt has been absent from work because 
of illness). He misses the steaks his doc- 
tor won’t let him eat. . . . That woebegone 
look on Ted Husing’s face was due to the 
disappearance of his Christmas goose. He 
had received a live one as a gift from a 
friend and planned to eat it for Christmas 
dinner. In spite of plenty of feed and 
water, constant attention and pampering, 
the goose wouldn’t eat. Thinking he was 
probably lonesome and didn’t like to be 
penned in, Ted decided to turn him loose 
on the lawn for a while. When Ted last saw 
the goose after letting him out, he was air- 
borne and headed for St. Louis. 


AWestern District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


With the Holiday Season came the ap- 
propriate parties and getting in the swing 
of things. The girls of the Geneva office 
had their annual Christmas party on De- 
cember 14. Only one girl was absent and 
a very enjoyable evening was had by all. 

. Mr. and Mrs. Crew were hosts to a 
party for the commercial and plant em- 
ployees and their spouses. We were all 


HUM AW 
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Now in progress is the second Human Relations in Management class at Beatrice 


with Dan Smith as discussion leader. 


Left to right: Tyler Ryan, Leland Hodge, 


Charles Dickenman, T. E. Longdon, W. 0. McOmber, Myron Birdsley, Dan Smith, 
Ed Massey, Ivan Haith, Vyrl Clark, Lela Watson, Vicla Dunn and Cecile Morehead. 


happy to meet the new bride and groom, 
Mr. and Mrs. Levi Sinnett. Mrs. Sinnett 
hes been working part time in the com- 
mercial office. Thanks to the Crews for a 
very nice evening. . . . Mrs. Bock returned 
from a week’s vacation hither and yonder. 
. . . Our thanks to all the nice subscribers 
who so graciously remembered us _ with 
candy, cake, cookies and cards at Christmas 
time. 
Hastings Area 
Luetta Bacon, Correspondent 

Irene Utecht was honored at a stork 
shower given by Lauretta Baker and Audrey 
McKeown. She received many lovely gifts. 
Refreshments were served by the hostesses. 
. . . Patricia Sperry, Mary Wailes and Neva 
Evans all spent their vacations just staying 
at home. . . . Lavonne Crawford spent her 
vacation having her tonsils removed. 
The annual Christmas party was held De- 
cember 14 in the office basement recreation 
room. Paul Kothe played several selections 
on his accordian, after which the group 
played several games and sang Christmas 
carols. A visit from Santa was the high- 
light of the evening. Gifts were distributed 
by Santa and a helper. Later a delicious 
lunch was served. Those responsible for 
this fine party were Pat Sperry, who 
served as chairman of the committee, and 
Ruth Compton, Marlys Uhrich, Shirley Gil- 
bert, Arline Wright, Ann Mohlman, Anna 
Bott and Bonnie Einspahr. 

Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 

Everyone was busy during mid-December 
hustling around getting Christmas shopping 
done. Our Christmas party was held on 
December 16 at the Legion Club rooms. A 
delicious turkey dinner was served, followed 
by games and a gift exchange. A good time 
was had by all. Several of the girls 
from the traffic department attended the 
Ice Follies in Omaha and enjoyed the show 
very much... . Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wright 
spent the Holidays in California visiting 
relatives and attending the Rose Bowl 
game and Rose parade. Mrs. Viola Evans 
absence. 


Superior Area 
Margaret A. Hanson, Correspondent 


The Company held its annual Christmas 


party on December 16 at the Lady Vesty 
Room. A short program was presented and 
the rest of the evening was spent in play- 
ing games. Clara Chambers spent a 
few days visiting her brother in Newton, 
Kansas, and her sister in Red Cloud... 

Alma Konvalin traveled to Franklin to visit 
her parents. Jerry Williams was a 
Christmas shopper in Lincoln. ... Edith 
Parsons is going around with a big smile on 
her face. Her son just arrived home from 


Japan... . Baby showers were given during 
December for Erma Keenan and Mary 
Ahrens. . . . Sporting a new two-toned 1955 


Pontiac is Chief Operator Erma Keenan. 
... Santa Claus, in the form of Frank F. 
Kubat and Boyd Imler, intercepted a call 
to the North Pole from a little boy in De- 
weese, who told them what he wanted from 
Santa. 
Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 

The Sutton area employees and their 
families enjoyed the annual Christmas 
party held December 15. A delicious turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings was served 
to 23 employees and guests. Following the 
dinner a gift exchange was held. E. A. 
Moorhead, manager at Clay Center, and 
Mrs. Moorhead showed colored slides of 
their trip to Washington this past summer. 
Also shown were slides of the parade held 
“Band Day” at Hastings, in which Kay 
Mankamyer and Beverly Moorhead par- 
ticipated. ... Lt. J. L. Menkamyer of 
Camp Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Mary- 
land, spent Christmas holidays with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer. 

.. Frank Kubat, area manager at Supe- 
rior, and Sterling Nelson, area manager at 
York, visited the Sutton office on Decem- 
ber 4... . R. H. Hunzeker spent a week of 
his vacation at home getting acquainted 
with his new son, Jeffry Dean. 

York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 

As Christmas approached we found our 
York folks hurrying here and there trying to 
finish their last-minute shopping. . .. The 
traffic and commercial departments enjoyed 
a Christmas party Wednesday evening, De- 
cember 15. Following a ham dinner, enter- 
tainment for the evening was a grab-bag 
gift exchange and the anniversary movie, 
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“Milestones of Service.” A wonderful time 
was had by all. . . . The commercial de- 
partment carried out the Christmas spirit 
by decorating a small Christmas tree and 
placing it on the counter. A poinsettia, gift 
from the Havlik Florist, made the decora- 


tions more festive. . . . Two more operators 
wearing beautiful diamonds are Roberta 
Cerlson and Mary Burhoop.. . . Best wishes 


for the New Year. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Service 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


Looking back over the holiday season, we 
wish it could have lasted a little longer, 
but then wasn’t it nice to have two 3-day 
week ends?—and to think that next Christ- 
mas and New Year’s will be the same. As 
usual, we have resolved to complete our 
Christmas shopping at least a month earlier. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Devoe packed their bags 
and traveled to Pennsylvania to spend 
Christmas with their son, Reid and his 
family. Their visit also gave them an op- 
portunity to become acquainted with the 
new granddaughter. . . . We’re wondering 
whether new granddaughters and new cars 
come together nowadays, for several months 
ago we announced that Mr. Devoe had ac- 
quired a new car and also been presented 
with a new granddaughter. Now we hear 
the same events have taken place in the 
life of our assistant general auditor, B. J. 
Sievers. We have had several an- 
nouncements in this office which have 
varied the normal routine. First, Pat Dein- 
ert appeared with a beautiful sparkler on 
her left hand. Then Helen Robison’s name 
was added to the list of those struck by 
Cupid’s arrow. The big news came when 
Alvina Miller returned from her vacation 
and announced that her name had been 
changed to Mrs. Carl Little. We extend our 
best wishes to these employees. ... Kay 
Cole took off the 30th of December to 
help her parents celebrate their 50th wed- 
ding anniversary. . . . Spending a few last 
days of vacation just loafing were John 
Backstrom, Jean Leathermann, Harold 
Brady, Pat Deinert and Carl Ahl. Harold 
did travel to Houston, Texas, for a week’s 
visit with friends and relatives. . . . John 
Backstrom had the unpleasant experience 
of injuring the family cat by driving over 
it. John is convinced a cat has nine lives. 
... It’s always pleasant to see the familiar 
faces of former members of the department. 
Seen during the past holiday season were 
Henry Ames and G. W. Jahn. (ow dy 
Barga fell victim to a venetian blind which 
broke away from a window and came 
tumbling down over her, cutting her arm 
in several places. ... Nancy Buel took ad- 
vantage of the lovely holiday weather and 
went horseback riding. . . . The Addresso- 
graph section have slowed down to a nor- 
mal pace now that they have completed 
the task of changing about 1200 Lincoln 
telephone numbers. . We are happy to 
report the Accounting bowling team is now 


out of the cellar spot, having won eight 
out of the last nine games. Here’s hoping 
they keep climbing. . . . Members of the 
Accounting, Engineering and Traffic De- 
partments are deeply engrossed in a study 
of toll line business interchanged with the 
Northwestern Bell Company. We're think- 
ing of putting up “Do Not Disturb” signs 
at their desks in order that this extensive 
study may be completed by March l. 


Lillian B. Schafer, 
Associate Editor 


Lucky us, we had Christmas music in the 
office during the holiday season end en- 
joyed it thoroughly. We certainly had our 
share of Christmas parties, four of them, 
including our Christmas breakfast which 
was held December 23 at 7:00 a.m. in the 
Georgian Room at the Cornhusker Hotel. 
Many thanks to the girls whose hard work 
made it a success. In charge were Thelma 
Mahlman, chairman, Lois Meyer, Marg 
Whitaker, and Doris Ulmer. Polly Hostet- 
ler gave a reading. A skit showing different 
styles in dresses and telephones from 1904 
to 1954 was presented by Jo Varga, Jody 
Hartley, Norma Johnson, Doris Ulmer, Ruth 
Owen and Velora Novotny with Marg 
Whitaker as narrator. Nancy Connealy 
played the piano and we understend she 
was calling people at 6:00 a.m. on the 23rd 
to find the music to “Jingle Bells.” C. A. 
Eggerss led the group singing and we can’t 
forget George Ramsey who was Master of 
Ceremonies. Guest of honor was our vice 
president, Merle M. Hale... . The service 
representatives had their party in the Com- 
pass Room at the Airport and they are still 
talking about the food... . Virginia Ander- 
son’s home was the setting for directory 
and order department’s party and all re- 
ports from that one are excellent. . . . Last, 
but not least, as we had a lot of fun, was 
the “back office” and tellers. Their party 
was at Ardie Macaluso’s home, end those 
pies were really delicious and we hope 
the pictures that were taken are good... . 
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Waters spent Christ- 
mas in Fremont at Mrs. Waters’ parents. 
The holiday also ended Mr. Waters’ vaca- 
tion period, so he really enjoyed it. 
Speaking of vacations, Nancy Hoffman was 
the heppiest gal of all as she and her hus- 
band went home to Philadelphia. That is 
all she has talked about for weeks. ... Other 
vacationers included Joyce Brown, Elva 
Mares and Bill Quinn who stayed home. 

_, Mary Ellen Hansen was very busy 
packing to move into her new home... . 
Alice Ward Dodd had a vacation and honey- 
moon in one. Ron Ahl delivered di- 
rectories on his vacation. Alex Geist 
is the proud owner of a 1955 Star Chief 
Pontiac, and we want to know how Polly 
Hostetler rates that she had a ride in it. 

. Norma Johnson received her diamond 


FIGHT POLIO! 


TREATMENT 


VACCINE 


MARCH OF DIMES 
STanuary 3-A 


At St. Joseph’s Hospital in Omaha, Gienn Obert, 
Lincoln Plant, is struggling to shake off the 
effects of a crippling attack of polio which left 
him almost incapable of movement. He was not 
forgotten at Christmas time by his fellow em- 
ployees. The News has been requested to publish 
the following letter, as Mrs. Obert finds it is the 
only way she can thank LT&T employees col- 
lectively ‘‘for the many wonderful things they 
all have done for us.” 


We wish to thank everyone who con- 
tributed so generously in our behalf and 
for the many cards and letters received 
from employees. It is all greatly appre- 
ciated. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Obert. 


We do not hesitate to recommend an equal 
generous contribution to this year’s March of 
Dimes. Right now the National Foundation is 
faced with a two-fold obligation because the 
Salk polio vaccine trials MUST be completed and 
the patient care program must not be allowed 
to deteriorate. Your dimes and dollars are needed 
now as never before! 


for Christmes end Marg Whitaker was 
pinned December 5. Good luck, girls. . . 
A visitor last month was Sheila Schabacker 
and her baby daughter... . . That old flu bug 
has been here again and he really bit Lois 
Meyer. She is back at work again but it 
will be quite a while before she is as good 
as new. ... We have two girls who must 
each carry a rabbit foot. Norma Johnson 
and Ruth Owen both lost their purses and 
both were returned with only a picture of 
Ruthie missing. How lucky can you get? 
... Speaking of lucky people, I believe 
thet honor goes to ex-Husker football player 
John Bordogna who went home to Pitts- 
burgh for Christmas. From there he went 
to Miami where he joined the Husker team, 
so he hed a ringside seat for the Nebraska- 
Duke game. John has been working part- 
time and then going to football practice 
every day to help coach, so this trip to 
Miami was a nice reward for the long hours 
he spent with the Husker team. ... Con- 
gretulations go to Mr. Waters who finally 
won a door prize at the Christmas party for 
the National Office Managers Association— 
the first, he says, that he has ever won. 
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Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Winding up ancther year’s events we find 
a few late vacationers in our departments. 
Rey Clinton took his last week of vacation 
durinz the holidays. Ray and Mrs. Clinton 
end their two daughters from Omaha spent 
Christmas with another daughter and her 
family in Wisconsin. Ray reports they had 
a wonderful time, especially with the two 
grandchildren. On December 3, the 
employees from the 5-7 Office and Toll 
Equipment enjoyed a steak dinner at the 
Steak House. Good food and an enjoyable 
time was had by ali. ... The girls got to- 
cether on December 14 for breakfast at the 
Chef and afterwards had a grab-bag. 
Switchroom end Toll Equipment employees 
held their Christmas party and exchange of 
gifts on the efternoon of December 22. 
Everyone was well pleased with his gifts. 
For refreshments they had coffee, pumpkin 
cnd mincemeat pie. On December 
31 we had a very welcome visitor, Mrs. 
Grace Cruse, formerly of the personnel de- 
partment. You will notice that the 
name of the correspondent for the Wire 
Chief’s column has been changed. Congratu- 
lations, Sharon and Jack. We have 
added another correspondent to the Wire 
Chief’s section. Byron Pattison will contact 
our folks at 21st and L for news. 
Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 
Elwin Pratt spent his vacation visiting 
relatives at Milford, Illinois. Lyman 
Neff and Mrs. Neff spent their vacation 
during the latter part of December visiting 
their son and daughter and their families 
in Oregon. Lyman reports they had a very 
nice trip, even though it rained most of 
the time they were there. ... Dick Hansen 
stayed home during his vacation in Decem- 
ber. ... Jack Mankamyer was in to see us 
during the holidays. He is being transferred 
back to Camp Carson, Colorado, from Aber- 
deen, Maryland. His new address is 2nd 
Lt. Jack L. Mankamyer, 882 Ordnance Com- 
peny, Fort Carson, Colorado. ... Two more 
of our employees to take their vacation in 
December were Paul Baldwin and Earl Kil- 
patrick, We extend our sympathy to 
Art Higgins in the death of his brother, 
Guy E. Higgins who lived in Kansas 
City, Mo. 
"2" Office 
Jacob Schneider, Correspondent 
On December 10, the 2 Office “Coffee 
Group” had their quarterly meeting at the 
Italian Village. Everyone reported having 
had a very enjoyable evening. 
"§-7"' Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 
Dick Bauer spent the last week of his 
vacation on the farm in Kansas. ... Al 
Campbell spent his vacation at home and 
in the evenings enjoying his favorite sport 
of coon hunting. He spent Christmas Day 
in Seward, Your correspondent and 


“Bo Jo,” the yearling chimpanzee of Lincoln’s 
Antelope Zoo, poses with Bob Bettenhausen, who 
gave him his name, and Thomas C. Woods, who 
made it possible for Bo Jo to come to Lincoln. 
Bob’s winning entry was chosen by Mr. and Mrs. 
Woods from 552 suggested names which were 
submitted. 


husband spent the Christmas holidays with 
her father and sister in South Dakota. 
“6"" Office 
Russell Guthrie, Correspondent 
William Baker spent the last week of 
his vacation getting acquainted with his 
new daughter, Leigh Ann. William 
Ahrens spent his vacation with his mother 
at Hickman. ... Warren Shuck and crew 
finished adding 300 lines at the 6 Office 
and they are now very busy installing sec- 
ondary line switches. 
"4" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 
Clem Bottorff and wife spent the last 
week of his vacation visiting relatives in 
Auburn. ... Robert Roth stayed at home 
during his week of vacation, helping the 
wife with the chores that go along with 
moving into a new home. 
Wire Chief’s Department 
Sharon Caldwell, Correspondent 
Hazel and Wayne Higgins, and daughter, 
vacationed at Sand Springs, Oklahoma, vis- 
iting Wayne’s sister... . A very nice Christ- 
mas gift was received in this department 
from Ed Dulin and Mrs. Dulin. They sent 
a lovely basket of fruit from California, 
where they are now residing. Ed is a for- 
mer employee of the cable section. 
Another visitor last month was Art Smith, 
who was formerly cable facilityman at Lin- 
coln. . .. There is a new sparkle at the 
cable desk, and this time the one who is 
busy making wedding plans is Sandra Car- 
ter. Congratulations! ... Your correspond- 
ent and husband spent a wonderful week 
honeymooning along the gulf coast at Gal- 
veston, Texas. Luck was certainly with 
them, as they traveled 2,000 miles and 
never saw a speck of ice or snow in mid- 
December. Some of the other last 
minute vacationers are Ralph Connors, Dale 
Weaver and O. A. Nelson. 


Byron Pattison, Correspondent 


Two of our employees worked during 
their vacation. John Findley spent his two 


weeks delivering mail during the Christ- 
mas rush and Don Smith worked in the 
Post Office helping with the Christmas mail 
during his vacation. . .. Art Albers spent 
the last week of his vacation at home nurs- 
ing a cold—not a very pleasant vacation, 
Art. ... We understand that Ernie Wedg- 
wood was sent to one of our large churches 
to install an extension bell. After making 
the installation he could not find his way 
out and had to get the janitor to show him 
the way. Sure glad you found your 
dog, John. (See the back page for the last 
two articles.) 


Toll Equipment Department 
Judy Whitney, Correspondent 
Ardell Robison spent the last week of 
his vacation doing his Christmas shopping 
and the rest of the time at home resting. 
... Art King enjoyed his last week of vaca- 
tion in December. He also stayed home and 
had a good rest. 


construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


It’s always a pleasure when the retired 
members of our telephone family pay us a 
visit. Early in December we had three such 
visitors—Earl Eichenour, Bert Huddleston 
and Joy Dobbs. All were in fine spirits and 
seemed to be enjoying themselves. Joy was 
in again just before Christmas in time for 
us to say “Happy Holidays.” ... John Wit- 
mer traded off his Lincoln and is now driv- 
ing a very impressive long black Cadillac. 

Merle Heath, Hastings, who suffered 
a back injury in October, is now out of the 
hospital and recuperating at home. We hope 
to see him back at work very soon. 
Perhaps we should take a look at what our 
crews are doing. Out York way we find 
Lyle Piper’s crew has just completed a 
town plant repair job at Waco and are 
moving to Gresham to start a similar job 
there. In between times they are working 
on the cable relief job at York. Splicers 
Lyle Higgins and Mack Nickell and their 
helpers are doing the splicing on the York 
job. ... At Hastings we find Tom Hedges 
and crew replacing four coppers on the toll 
lead between Hastings and Sutton. They 
are now working on the Sutton end. 
Jack Keogh, splicer located at Hastings, and 
his helper, Jim Howat, are doing main- 
tenance work in and around Hastings... . 
Also, in the Western District, we find 
Kenny Peters and his crew doing routing 
work around Hebron and Superior. 
George Wasson and his crew are working in 
Wymore on a local and rural plant repair 
job. . . . “Deke” Simpson and crew are 
working at Adams on a farm line extension 
job and when completed will move to Te- 


cumseh. ... At Nebraska City, Don Jones’ 
crew is doing maintenance work in and 
around the “City.” ... Paul Wilkinson and 


crew are finishing up the Weeping Water 
town and rural job. ... Here in Lincoln we 
find the crews of Foremen Combs, Fritz, 
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Hibbert, Hobson and Shirey working the 
majority of the time on Lincoln estimates 
covering cable extensions to new housing 
areas. Those same estimates are keeping 
most of our splicers busy here in Lincoln. 


Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


Christmas is over but the traffic girls 
would like to thank Messrs T. C. Woods 
and Merle M. Hale for the beautiful poin- 
settia they gave us. . Our thanks also 
to the chief operators who held a Christmas 
tea for all the girls who could attend. ... 
Out of our snack bar surplus the girls con- 
tributed $150 to “Operation Santa Claus.” 
A “thank you” note was received for help- 
ing to bring happiness to many children. 
.. . During the holidays Ina Duve stopped 
by to say hello. Marie Pearson, chief oper- 
ator at Hastings, also visited the office, as 
well as the C.O. from Grand Island and 
several chief operators and their assistants 
from Omaha... . Eunice Green not only 
became a grandmother for the first time 
but she also has a new Chevrolet. It isn’t 
just an ordinary car, for it happens to be 
gold colored signifying that it was the 
fifty millionth Chevrolet manufactured. 

. . Louise Schmidt spent her vacation in 
Houston, Texas, visiting an ex-supervisor 
Mrs. Mildred (With) Sellers. . .. In the 
opposite direction went Evelyn ‘Troxler 
to Detroit, including, of course, a side trip 
into Canada. . . . Emanuella Dubas went 
to Columbus, Ohio, and Jean Gammell 
went to Denver, Cheyenne and Plattsmouth. 
Juanita Schleif visited in Nelson. .. . If 
Della Wilcox ever moves, it will be to 
Arizona where she spent her vacation. 
After visiting the Grand Canyon, Painted 
Desert, Petrified Forest and Old Mexico 
and enjoying the climate, she fell in love 
with the place. When out sightseeing a 
lady showed her a church just for Mor- 
mons. Della was quite surprised to find out 
they had a separate church for she under- 
stood the lady to say “morons.” Then she 
realized her error! . . . Charlene Timmons, 
Lois Meyers, Gertie Behm, Judith Dahl, 
Velda Wickenkamp and La Jean Von Dane 
all stayed home. Leona Braziel spent most 
of her vacation moving to another house. 
Laverne Braun and Frances Biallas are get- 
ting settled in their new homes... . Evelyn 
Soukup took a call from a subscriber and 
misunderstood the called place. Instead of 
connecting him with the number he gave 
at Nebraska City, he was connected with 
the same number at David City! Only after 
the number answered did Evelyn realize 
her error and was all ready to correct it 
when to her amazement he continued to 
talk. It turned out the wrong number was 
a relative he hadn’t visited with for sev- 
eral years! ... When Donna Donovan tried 
to find out what number a lady on inter- 
cepting had dialed, the lady became quite 
upset and said, “I’m not dialing a number, 
I’m dialing taxi, T-A-X-I.” La Vern 


Hereth made a trip to St. Louis and in 
coming home drove through the big storm 
that barely missed us. There was one bright 
spot, though—the policeman in Kansas City 
who didn’t give her a ticket for going 
through a red light! ... Did you know that 
La Verne Rudell likes her job so well she 
comes to work on her day off and that Jean 
Von Dane soaks her fruit cake in wine to 
give it a better flavor or somethin! 
During the wee hours one morning Rosie 
Armagost spent quite a while shouting at 
a subscriber who had fallen asleep while 
holding the line for an overseas call. Guess 
if there had been any logs around they 
would have been sawed! . Gladys Lee 
has joined the broken bone club. She had 
the misfortune to break a bone in her 
foot and is now cast bound. 


“Second Floor” 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Woods are the 
proud possessors of a new granddaughter 
born in Omaha. Sarah Woods Petersen made 
her arrival on December 4. The new ad- 
dition is the daughter of nee Shirley Woods 
and Milton Petersen, Jr. Incidentally, the 
maternal great grandmother confided in 
us recently that her first look at the baby 
on Christmas Day led her to the conclu- 
sion that she is a “little beauty.’ Congratu- 
lations, all you lucky people! ...M. M. 
Hale, vice-president, entertained George 
' Summerscales, Jr., district manager of the 
Automatic Electric Company, on December 
16 at a get-acquainted dinner at the Corn- 
husker Hotel. It was Mr. Summerscales’ 
first visit here. The event was entertaining, 
as well as enlightening, to the number of 
people who had occasion to meet Mr. Sum- 
merscales. It is hoped that he will call on 
us again soon ... Holiday greetings were 
received by Mr. Barney and, we _ under- 
stand, other department heads, from the 
H. W. Potters, who at the time were in 
Redwood City, California. Mr. Potter re- 
ported he was thoroughly enjoying his new 
life, following his retirement recently. ... 
Beginning the first week in January, A. S. 
Keckler started to conduct classes through 
the territory on the maintenance and re- 
pair of pay stations. It is expected that the 
course will require approximately two 
weeks in each district, and each class will 
take about four hours. Art’s itinerary will 
cover the Eastern, Southern, and Western 
districts. Teaching school is not a new as- 
signment for Art—he’s been at it for some 
time and thoroughly enjoys the opportun- 
ity of meeting and helping those with less 
experience. . . . Clyde Pierce, who retired 
from the construction department in 1953, 
was hospitalized the early part of Decem- 
ber for an emergency appendectomy. The 
Pierces are now residing in Carmichael, 
California. Christmas Day we had a 
short but nice visit with Glenn Obert. 
Glenn had a bout with “ole man flu” dur- 
ing December and had a setback which 
returned him temporarily to the iron lung. 
He, however, has recovered sufficiently so 
that he was in the chest respirator on Christ- 
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The camera caught a cafeteria birthday party. 
Seated, from left: Gerri Morrison (it was her 
birthday), Darlene Russell, Eileen Sowokimos, 
Francis Warnick, Ruth Leuschner. Standing: Kay 
Pfeiffer and Opal Allison. 


mas. He asked us to tell all LT&T folk 
how much he has appreciated the things 
each one has done for him and his family. 
In spite of his present illness, he still has 
that wonderful smile which those of us 
have known ever since he started with the 
company as mail messenger. Glenn really 
has what it takes. Good luck to him! ... 
The close of the year brought a host of 
vacations—Kay Portsche (secretary to the 
vice-president) and Mr. Portsche traveled 
south to New Orleans the middle of No- 
vember. En route they saw the Nebraska- 
Oklahoma football game. Thence, along 
the gulf east to Florida, returning via 
Georgia, Tennessee, and Kentucky to Chi- 
cago and home... . Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Bet- 
tenhausen (Fred is chief clerk jin the 
treasurer’s office) to Kansas City to visit 
their son and family at Wichita and pick 
up their granddaughter, Janet Linn, who 
stayed with them for Christmas, at which 
time she was joined by her parents and 
other relatives for the festive day. , 
Mina Jorgensen (secretary, general plant 
office) and Mr. Jorgensen to Chicago to 
attend the American Bankers Association 
Credit Conference. 
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Carole Schulz, 
Associate Editor 


A few last vacation reports. Merlie 
Markuson spent two weeks seeing points of 
interest in Colorado, Arizona and Old Mex- 
ico. Lola MHetherington and Marlene 
Thompson were very ambitious as they 
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From the archives comes this picture of master 
technicians T. S. Risser and K. B. Cary, who 
worked behind the scenes in the transcontinental 
telephone demonstration at Lincoln, March 29, 


1916. 
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stayed home and worked (so they say). 
Yours truly enjoyed a nice trip to Chicago, 
Brooklyn and New York City. ... Elsie An- 
drews has taken up a very expensive habit 
—swallowing gold. She was eating fudge 
one evening and thought the gold in her 
front tooth was loose. At the time she 
didn’t give it too much attention. The 
next morning when she got up it was gone. 
Where? Well, she really doesn’t know, but 
has a good idea. Mighty high priced meal, 
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Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


Wayne Robinette is most happy to be 
back at LT&T, after three years on military 
leave of absence. He has been in Denver, 
Springfield, Mass., Azores Islands, and 
Washington, D. C.—but still says “There’s 
No Place Like Nebraska.” . Charles 
Hansen is back at work after a _ three- 
months absence for heart surgery— re- 
turning in time to put the final touches on 
the 1954 inventory compilation. ... Mili- 
tary absentees who visited us during the 
holiday season were Art Sharp, who ex- 
pects to be out of service and back at work 
in February, 1955; and Bob Brittin, home 
on leave from his Navy assignment in Pens- 
acola, Florida. Bob expressed his thanks to 
the Staff for mailing his News each month. 

. Last-of-the-year vacations were taken 
by Bill Birdsley, who says he had a lot of 
fun doing nothing; Axel Berglund, who 
stayed arounc home; Ruth Balster, who 
stayed at home but kept very busy pre- 
paring for her four-year-old son’s Christmas; 
and Sanford Nelson, who spent his off time 
working for Uncle Sam delivering Christ- 
mas mail. . . . Ray Sherman finished the 
year with his annual trip to Sunny (?) 
California, staying over for the first week 
in the New Year. His enthusiasm over the 
wonders of the Southwest will keep us 
pepped up until vacation time rolls around 
again. Miami, Sunshine, the Orange 
Bowl game, and many other highlights of 
their trip are being heard from Kent Eno, 
Dick Eno, Don Bauer, and Frank M. Con- 
dos, who drove the 4000-mile trip between 
Tuesday night, December 28 and Monday 
morning January 3. Quite a trial run for 
the new Mercury, says Kent. An uneventful 
trip going and coming is reported by all, 
and a most wonderful time in Miami. 
Highlights were a party at Patrick Air 
Force Base with Dick’s army friends there; 
a Nebraska party at the hotel, and a Duke 
party at a private home on Miami Beach 
where the group was taken by a Marine- 
time friend of Don’s. They all returned 
looking quite natural, except Kent. He has 
a gorgeous Florida suntan, and can’t ex- 
plain why he is the only one with such 
concrete proof of their sunnyland visit. We 
have been promised some interesting pic- 
tures of this trip! Incidentally, the pre- 
game festivities were most enjoyable, the 
half-time maneuvers simply colossal; and 
the game—well, no doubt most of you 
saw it on television! 
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HEY! THATS 
OUR HOUSE 


NOW YOU STAY RIGHT THERE 
TILL WE GET HOME 
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Eleanor Schutz, Seward, 
was a bit shaken on 
arriving home to find 
the house elevated on 
blocks and ready to 
take off down the road. 
With the help of the 
movers she was able to 
clamber into the door 
to gather a few belongings, but she was home- 
less for two days and the house was without 
heat or water for several days more. Eleanor 
is sure she suffered all the hardships of the 
prairie pioneers. 


UH-'SCUSE ME- 15 YOUR 
DADDY Home 7? 
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Amateur electrician Joan Moorberg, 
Personnel, replaced every light on 
the office Christmas tree ere she 
discovered that the cord was not 
plugged into the wall socket. 


Country Gentleman Bob Ross, Account- 
ing, bought three calves, and for 
want of better means of transporting 
them, squeezed all three into the 
trunk of his little Studee to take 
them home. Trouble was that, on 


counting them upon arrival, he could 
find only two. 


I'MA GLAD THEY FINALLY 
HIRED SOMEONE TO 
HELP ME ON THIS JOB 


—— ae ‘ 
When the City of Crete decorated its lamp posts 
at Christmas, cuttings from the evergreen 
spiral were left lying on the ground. Ferm 
Jacobs, alert to the opportunity, gleefully 
picked up the choice pieces of greenery to use 
in her home decorating scheme. She cleaned one 
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Bonnie Albrandt, Lincoln 
A frantic three-hour search for a lost toy Traffic, sent her husband 
terrier carried to every nook and comer of the off to work in the early 
home of John Findley, Lincoln Plant. But the morning and when the door- 


family pet could not be found. Mrs. Findley bell rang in a few moments entire street and was willing to do more, but 
sat down wearily on the hide-a-bed and felt she thought he had forgot- someone beat her to the rest” while she was 
‘something move beside her. Sure enough, it was ten something and wanted depositing her armload of loot in the car. 
the missing pooch, who had been folded up among | back into the house...but 
‘the blankets when the bed was made up that it was a stranger who faced LETS TRY THE | DON'T THINK . 4 
morning. He was unhurt, but very much dis- the pajama-clad Bonnie - CHEWING GUM THIS FISH HOOK b 
turbed with the long incarceration. and she was fit to be tied. ON THE STICK WILL DO THE ; 
AGAIN 


3 THAT'S EASY- JUST 
| GIVE UP, MISTER, FOLLOW THIS STRING 


WILL YOU SHOW ME 
HOW TO GET OUT IT LEADS TO THE DOOR 


GEE I‘M SORRY- 
ITLL NEVER 
HAPPEN AGAIN | 
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Charles Peachman, toll wire chief, left the 


There was much ado in the Lincoln | St office in a great hurry one noon, fearing 
plant office the other morning. ot that he might lose his place at the canasta 
Roy Cleveland, chief testman, was ee a table. He shouted back to ask Henry Peach-— 
late to work for the first time man to mail the letters on his desk. Amid 
in lo, these 49 years. As the "Ernest Wedgwood, Lincoln Plant, installed an the letterswas a plain envelope containing 
red-faced Roy explains it, he extension bell at Westminster Church, then $87 of church funds. Hank mailed that one 
dreamed he was already on his proceeded to get hopelessly lost as he was too! The brothers, in some manner, were 
Florida vacation - and both his trying to find his way out. He finally was able to retrieve it from the mail box. 


trusty clocks stopped that morn- forced to ask directions of the custodian. 


ing at the hour of 5:30. 
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The New Look’ Comes to Aerial Cable 


Plastic Sheathed Cable with Splicing Case Supplements 
Standard Lead-Covered Cable 


By J. S. Reed 
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Splicing case and associated parts for Alpeth cable. In one groove of the lower half of splicing 


case is shown a round cord of uncured Butyl rubber. 


The sticky and dead-soft compound is forced into 


the joint crevices to produce a permanently tight joint when the case is bolted together. Strips of the same 
material shown at bottom are wrapped around the cable sheath ends. The round plastic washers with 
concentric grooves are cut out in the center and snuggly fitted over the cable sheath on each side of 
the wound-on strips. Compression glands shown inserted in the “stuffing box’’ ends of the case are 
drawn inward when the bolts are tightened to compress the Butyl compound and seal the case ends. 
The “ring” clamps illustrated are to bond the corrugated aluminum shield to the splicing case, thus main- 
taining ground continuity of the shield along the cable. 
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tured with a lead sheath to protect the paper insulated 
conductors contained within it, Lead meets the requirements 
for pliability, adequate mechanical strength and resistance 
to corrosion under most conditions. It has so far been the 
only metal that can be successfully extruded over a paper 
insulated core without damage to the insulation. Dry manila 
paper is employed for the conductor insulation and core 
wrapping because of its high insulation resistance and good 
dielectric properties with consequent low capacitance of 
the cable pairs, characteristics highly important for good 
speech transmission. 


When properly installed to minimize damage to the 
lead sheath from mechanical vibration and repeated flexing 
under temperature changes, lead-covered cable is a highly 
satisfactory means of bringing telephone service to sub- 
scribers in communities where the population density war- 
rants its use. However, the unprecedented expansion of 
telephone service throughout the nation during the past 
decade has increased requirements for exchange cable to 
the point where the world’s supply of lead is inadequate 
to satisfy the demand. 

To meet this shortage, the telephone industry has turned 
to other sources for the sheathing material. Satisfactory 
materials so far developed are polyethylene plastic over 
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corrugated aluminum shield (“Alpeth”) or over corrugated 
terne plated steel and aluminum shield (“Stalpeth”), and 
polyvinyl chloride or polyethylene plastic jacketed over 
aluminum tape wrapped around the core. 

Alpeth and Stalpeth cables have paper insulated con- 
ductors and paper wrapped cores like regular lead-covered 
cable. The polyvinyl chloride and polyethylene jacketed 
cables, on the other hand, have polyethylene insulated con- 
ductors for added protection against moisture. Because of 
the resulting thicker conductor insulation, such cables pres- 
ently cannot be obtained in sizes over 400 pairs. 

LT&T’s experience with plastic jacketed cable until 
recently has been confined to 6-pair drop cable for service 
to apartment buildings and small business houses and a 
trial installation of about 5000 feet of “Ankoseal” 26-pair 
polyvinyl chloride jacketed cable to replace open wire plant 
in West Lincoln. This 26-pair cable was lashed to suspension 
strand in the same manner as for lead-covered cable and 
was looped in and out of special cable terminals equipped 
with compression type couplings to seal out moisture. This 
cable was installed several years ago and has given good 
service to date. 

Acceptance of plastic sheathed cable for long distribution 
runs, however, has been rather slow because of the diffi- 
culty of splicing together sections of the cable. It is obviously 
impossible to wipe a lead sheath directly onto plastic sheath. 
The use of plastic tapes or a special sleeve with taped ends 
has proved uncertain in results and expensive from a labor 
standpoint. 

This problem now appears to have been solved by the 
development of a die case aluminum splicing case for use 
on Alpeth and Stalpeth cables. This case consists of two 
halves that are bolted together over the splice after the 
conductors are joined in the standard manner. For a water- 
tight seal, a special sealing compound is laid in grooves 
around the edges of one case half and formed around the 
ends of the cable sheath. Washers and compression glands 
aid in producing a tight seal. The splicing case is attached 
to the suspension strand by two clamps on top of the case. 

LT&T just recently completed an installation of over 
6000 feet of 51-pair Alpeth cable to serve the Civilian 
Aeronautics Authority at Union Airport and subscribers 
along Highway 77 north of Lincoln to the airport. The 
plastic sheathed cable was found to be easy to install, being 
considerably lighter than equivalent lead-covered cable. Its 
market price is also about 20 per cent lower. The splicing 
case has considerably simplified the splicing of the cable 
and should prove more economical than wiped joints on 
equivalent lead sheathed cable. Where drop connections 
to subscribers are to be made, a terminal with back of same 
construction is used with one half of a splicing case for 
attaching directly to the cable and strand, thus eliminating 
the stub required with ordinary cable terminals. Ten pair 
and 16-pair terminals are available and it is possible to 
assemble two terminals back to back to obtain connections 
for 26 or 32 cable pairs at one point. 

Other ideas in the development stage concern the use 
of aluminum in cable conductors in place of the compara- 
tively less plentiful copper and in sheathing materials for 


telephone cables. 


Two clamps on top of splicing case support the case on suspension 
strand. 


The splicing operation ends by fitting together the halves of the 
splicing case as demonstrated here by George Bossung and Raymond Mathis 
(barely visible inside the tent) from their aericl perch. 


Les Shirey’s construction crew lashing in 51-pair Alpeth cable along 
Highway 77, south of Unicn Airport, Lincoln. City Foreman Ray Boling, 
(im overcoat) is inspecting the light-weight cable. 
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The splicing case is not a new idea. The 1903 model, shown above its 
modern counterpart, was called the ‘’‘Cook mechanical splice’’ and is a 
remnont of the original LT&T underground cable system at Lincoln. In those 
days the company had no cable solicecrs and relied on plumbers to wipe 
aerial cable joints. The old mechaniccl svlice lost favor because of its one 
inherent weakness; it was not water-tight. 
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B. D. Kline 
Superior 
35 Years 


R. V. Clifford 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Helen DeBord 
Fairbury 
15 Years 


Doris Sutton 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


W. R. Minich 
Geneva 
35 Years 


Dorcas Slater 
Fairbury 
35 Years 


ervice Anniversaries 


4] YEARS J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 
35 YEARS B. D. Kline, Superior; W. R. 


Minich, Geneva; Dorcas Slater, Fairbury. 
34 YEARS R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 


32 YEARS B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda 
Lake, Superior; Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 


31 YEARS R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS Addalene Christian, Lincoln. 


28 YEARS rk. N. Brendle, Clara Jones, K. L. 
Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lin- 
coln. 


21 YEARS pe. S. Culver, Mary Emerson, 
Lincoln; Bohumil Docekal, David City. 


26 YEARS K. J.  Boshart, Lincoln; Rose 
Janda, Plattsmouth. 


25 YEARS rR. v. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. 
Moorhead, Clay Center. 


24 YEARS Oakel Butler, Auburn; W.. F. 


Combs, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS Helen DeBord, Fairbury; Lily 


Malecek, Doris Sutton, Lincoln. 


14 YEARS George Placek, Nebraska City; 
Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 


13 YEARS w. R. Huddleston, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS F. J. Barnett, A. G. Behm, Marie 
Hall, Magdalen Heser, T. H. Roller, Lin- 
coln; A. F. Smetak, David City. 


11 YEARS J. D. Green, Wilma Wergin, 


Lincoln. 


10 YEARS Rethal Falk, D. H. Young, Be- 
atrice; Evelyn Soukup, R. L. Wenzel, Lin- 
coln. 


9 YEARS £. A. Hlina, E. D. Smith, Lin- 
coln. 


8 YEARS pr. F. Bauer, Lincoln; Ruth 


Diekmann, Beatrice. 
7 YEARS Mary Watkins, Nebraska City. 


6 YEARS a. L. Dougherty, E. A. Drake, 
J. C. Hansen, R. W. Tejcka, Lincoln; Ann 
Horton, Hastings; M. E. Johnson, Auburn; 
Norma Scheideler, Wymore; J. C. Smith, 
Tecumseh. 


5 YEARS k. c. Rutherford, Lincoln; Carl 
Wagner, Hastings. 


R. L. Wenzel D. H. Young Evelyn Soukup 
Lincoln Beatrice Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
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Addalene Christian 


Lincoln 
30 Years 


E. A. Moorhead 
Clay Center 
25 Years 


Lliy Malecek 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Rethal Falk 
Beatrice 
10 Years 
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From The Headlines 


Again we reach the time of year when most 
organizations are changing officers and we're 
happy to find LT&T folk through the length and 
breadth of the territory assuming new duties in 
sundry groups and orders. Congratulations to 
those mentioned below and to the others who 
qualify for this column but somehow have evaded 
our search. 

Down Auburn way we find MARCELENE BEHR- 
ENDS elected chaplain for the Legion Auxiliary 
at Johnson; JACK LITTLE, trustee for the Meth- 
odist Church: LLOYD and ELSIE OGLESBY to the 
board of directors of the Auburn Square Dance 
Club; and MYRON BIRDSLEY to double duties of 
secretary-treasurer for both the Youth Group 
and Sunday School of the Presbyterian Church. 

At Crete, GEORGE D. BROCK serves on the 
board of trustees for the Congregational Church 
and as vice president of the Rotary Club. FERN 
JACOBS, operator, was appointed Martha in the 
Eastern Star. E. M. MASSIE of Friend is president 
of the Rotary Club and chairman of the Boy 
Scout group. HOTILDA EURICH, cashier at Friend, 
is superintendent of the Sunday School primary 
department and vice president of the Wesleyan 
Service Guild. 

VYRL CLARK, manager at Wilber, is vice presi- 
dent of the Rotary Club and director of the 
Chamber of Commerce, while LUMIR VOSIKA, 
combinationman, is treasurer of the Wilber School 
Board. At Western, CHARLES KERMOADE_ is 
president of the Methodist Sunday School Class 
and president of the Young Adult Club of the 
church. 

A survey at Fairbury finds JEANNE LYTTON 
as president of the Blue Triangle Club of the 
YWCA; HELEN DeBORD as DeMolay mother for 
the third term; VIRGINIA McCORD as treasurer 
of the Blue Valley Rangler’s Club; JOYCE ROB- 
INSON as assistant den mother for Pack 303, 
Cub Scouts; MARY JACKSON as treasurer of the 
Baptist Sunday School and T. E. LONGDON, area 
manager, as chairman of the Community Chest 
budget committee and chairman of the special 
events committee for the Chamber of Commerce. 

TYLER RYAN, area manager at Tecumseh, was 
elected chairman for Johnson County in the 
March of Dimes Drive. WALTER F. ROBERTS, 
personnel director at Lincoln, was installed as 
chancellor for the Lincoln Consistory of the Scot- 
tish Rite. JOHN S. REED, General Plant, was 
appointed usher at the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist; and MINA V. JORGENSEN, General 
Plant, was installed Associate Matron of Electa 
Chapter, O. E. S. 


Among’ engineering department personnel, 
CHARLES E. CONNORS is secretary of Cub Pack 
20; ROY A. CARLSON is the new senior warden 
of Craftsman Lodge 314, AF & AM and secretary 
of the Masters and Wardens Club; LORAN J. 
POWELL is president of Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
Aerie 147; and counsellor for the YMCA. L. G. 
SAUNDERS is member of the board of trustees, 
chairman of the board of ushers and member of 
the building committee for the Vine Congrega- 
tional Church; chairman of the Boy Scout com- 
mittee and, with Mrs. Saunders, coordinators for 
the Junior Hi Group. W. W. EDEN is publicity 
chairman for the College View Lions Club; pub- 
licity chairman for the Sertoma Club and director 
for the Quest Club of Union College. D. J. 
CHRISTLE is scoutmaster of Troop 41 and chair- 
man of the Pioneer District Scout Leaders Course. 
JERRY ISAMAN was elected senior princess for 
Jobs Daughters, Bethel 45. 

At Hastings, E. J. FLOWERDAY, besides his 
duties with the Chamber of Commerce and Ki- 
wanis Club, previously reported, is a member of 
the board of trustees for the Presbyterian Church; 
LUETTA M. BACON is conductress for the Aux- 
iliary of B. of R. T.; A. MARIE PEARSON is sec- 
retary for the Business and Professional Womens 
Club and clerk for the First Baptist Church; and 
FRANCIS DARNOLD is a new member of the 
board of trustees for the Baptist Church. 

FRANCES MAROLF of Hebron serves as pianist 
for the V.F.W. Club; while E. H. WELLMAN, area 
manager, has multiple chores as treasurer of the 
Masonic Lodge, member of the Thayer County 
Red Cross Board and member of the Hebron 
Parks Board. JAMES HATFIELD, of Osceola, is 


new vice grand for the Polk IOOF lodg2. JACK 
MANKAMYER, Sutton, is chairman of the Park 
Board; and member of the board of directors 
for the iocai Commerciai Ciub. DUANE GROVE 
of York is the appointed senior deacon for the 
Masonic Lodge and STERLING NELSON, area 
manager, is chairman of the York County Red 
Cross First Aid; treasurer of the DeMolays; mem- 
ber of the board of York Rotary Club; institu- 
tional representative for the Isaak Wai!ton Leaque 
and membership committeeman for the Chamber 
of Commerce. 


In Lincoln Traffic, JOAN GIEBELHAUS is sec- 
retary-treasurer for Youth Fellowship, Ebenezer 
Congregational Church; DELLA WILCOX, assistant 
secretary-treasurer to primary department of the 
First Christian Church; BONNIE BAEHR treasurer 
of choir for American Lutheran Church at Adams 
and literature secretary for the Lutheran League 
at Adams; MELBA RICHARDS, chief operator, is 
president of Epsilon Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi. 

FRANK KUBAT, Superior, was installed King 
of Tadmore Chapter 37, Royal Arch Masons; 
while JAMES BAUER was appointed master of 
the third veil, Damascus Council 14, Royal Arch 
Masons. GEORGE C. MANN, Lincoln Accounting, 
was also installed master of the third veil for 
Lincoln Chapter 6, R.A.M. and as sentinel in Lin- 
coln Council 4, Royal and Select Masters. 


HERMAN STUDIER, Construction, was named 
treasurer for the Isaak Walton League at Lin- 
coln. In Lincoln Commercial, A. B. WATERS is 
vice president of the Humane Society and WIL- 
LIAM D. QUINN received an appointment as 
inner guard in BPOE 80 at Lincoln. In General 
Commercial, K. L. LAWSON is a new board mem- 
ber for the Better Business Bureau; HOWARD 
SPAHNLE is chairman of the contact club, Lin- 
coln Chamber of Commerce; JOE HARTLEY elected 
master of Lancaster Lodge 54, AF & AM; A. B. 
GORMAN, appointed senior deacon for the same 
lodge; chairman of the publicity committee for 
the Nebraska Telephone Association and member 
of the publicity committee for the USITA. 


Supply department elections include those of 
RALPH CULVER, who is now junior warden of 
Cotner Lodge 297, AF & AM; FLOYD BARNETT, 
currently president of the 49’ers Dance Club; 
HAROLD EURICH, reeiected deacon at Vine Con- 
gregational Church; SYLVIA HOAGLIN, reelected 
president, Home and School Association, Sacred 
Heart Parochial School; RAY SLOTE, treasurer 
and elder, Faith Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
and RUSSELL R. RAUCH, Sunday School superin- 
tendent, Calvary Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. Russell is also assistant secretary, Lan- 
caster Lodge 54, AF & AM. 


CHARLES F. PEACHMAN, of Toll Test, is sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Men’s Bible Class and 
treasurer of the Men’s Club at Christ Methodist 


Church. L. D. JONES is deacon at East Lincoln 
Christian Church and O. G. HOFFMAN hoids the 


same office at First Presbyterian. 


GUST A. FOSTER, Construction, is starting his 
seventh term as tyler at Lancaster Lodge 54 
AF & AM, where GUY O. SEATON was reelected 
to the board of trustees. HERMAN STUDIER 
holds several offices in Boy Scout organizations, 
acting as chairman of camping activities for the 
Pioneer District and as committeeman and trea- 
surer for Troop 43. 

R. M. McDOWELL of 3-Office was appointed 
junior steward for Hickman Lodge 256 AF & AM. 
LYLE REIGHARD of Central Plant was elected 
chancellor of the local chapter of Delta Sigma Pi. 
IVAN HAITH, Humboldt manag2r, was appointed 
to the membership committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Up Wahoo way MAE MEDUNA becomes as- 
sistant treasurer of the Congregational Church 
and TWILA ROCKWELL is the new outer guard of 
the Eagle Auxiliary Lodge. At Weeping Water 
JANIS AMICK takes over the presidency of the 
American Legion Auxiliary; W. K. Eltiste is post 
adjutant of the Legion and L. H. LANE was 
elected president of the Weeping Water fire de- 
partment. 

At Ashland we find CLARA VAN MATRE as 
chaplain of the Rebekah Lodge and CHRISTIANE 
TILLMAN as secretary of the Legion Auxiliary. 
David City reports HARVEY ARMAGOST as board 
member of the Chamber of Commerce and as 
senior deacon of the Masonic Lodge. O. B. DILL 
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is board member of the St. Mary’s Men’s Club 
and H. F. HANSEN is choir leader of the Methodist 
Church and tyler of the Masonic Lodge. 


Active at Nebraska City are LILLIAN BADER 
who is treasurer of the Women’s Breakfast Club; 
EVALYN BEASON, vice president of Christian 
Women’s Fellowship; ROSE DENSON as _ circle 
leader, First Christian Church; J. G. DURR as 
financial secretary, Knights of Columbus; DOR- 
OTHY EVERETT on the Women’s Missionary Coun- 
cil, Assembly of God Church; JANE HERBSTER, 
vice-president P. T. A. Council and church board 
member at First Christian; A. M. NEWENS is 
currently commander of the American Legion; 
VERA ORTON, corresponding secretary, Beta Sigma 
Phi; JOSEPHINE PLACEK, chaplain, Eastern Star 
Lodg2; and E. L. WHEATCRAFT, state director, 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 


R. H. FISCHER of Milford is program chairman 
for the Chamber of Commerce. LAURA E. DOUTY, 
Seward, is treasurer of Fin De Siecle Club and 
treasurer of the Cheerabits, a church organiza- 
tion. G. C. SHIPLEY, Seward, is junior steward 
of Oliver Lodge 38, AF & AM, while R. H. GRAY 
is chairman of the Rotary Club membership com- 
mittee. E. W. NEUJAHR, Syracuse, is treasurer 
of the Lions Club and E. L. DORLAND, Wahoo, 
is chairman of the Board of Stewards, Methodist 
Church, tail twister of the Lions Club and mem- 
ber of the board of directors for the Wahoo 
Country Club. 


3,009 Dimes From Lincoln 
Traffic 


Ladies of Lincoln Traffic have found 
another meaning of the word “service” 
through their unselfish contributions to 
various worthy causes from a_ fund 
built of profits from their snack bar 
and vending machines. 

On January 27 they broke into print 
for the fourth time within a year as 
Genevieve Griffin, chairman of the 
fund, handed a check to Mrs. Victor 
Anderson, wife of the Governor, for 
$300 to be credited toward the March 
ot Dimes. 

Their first contribution was made 
in April, last year, when they donated 
$50 to the Cerebral Palsy Fund. In 
September the ladies reduced the fund 
by $300 to apply to the special March 
of Dimes campaign. Only last Decem- 
ber they gave a generous gift of $150 
to Operation Santa Claus, a drive for 
gifts for needy children conducted by 
a local radio station. 

The secret of the snack bar’s amaz- 
ing ability to amass profits despite the 
low prices posted (coffee 5c, etc.) is 
that it operates on a self-serve, honor 
system. A pay station coin box at the 
end of the counter acts as cashier. The 
place does a terrific business and ts 
open night and day. Almost a quarter 
ton of coffee has been purchased and 
brewed since the snack bar opened last 
spring. 
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Transplanting a 300 foot length of underground cable to the tops 
of poles was the first and most difficult step of the job. Aided by 
truck derricks and block and tackle arrangements on the poles the 


cable is on its way up. 


“The Impossible Takes a Little Longer” 


Good Planning and Heavy Equipment Combine fo Complete 
Spectacular Construction Project 


By John S. Reed 


The “O” Street viaduct rebuilding 
project at Lincoln, currently under way, 
has required the moving of a heavy 
cable lead adjacent to the viaduct. Com- 
posed of 27 quads, 19 gauge and 682 
pairs, 22 gauge conductors, the cable 
serves the West “O” community and 
neighboring farms, and includes cir- 
cuits for Denton, Pleasant Dale, and 
Milford. 

The heavy cable with an over-all 
length of 1400 feet and weight of 7 
pounds per foot required several intri- 
cate steps to relocate it a distance of 
27 feet north of its original line. Since 
this was an underground cable having 
an aerial section crossing over the rail- 
road tracks in the viaduct area, it was 
necessary to dig up about 300 feet of 
the underground cable and place it on 
poles to take it out of the location of 
the new viaduct, Part of this 300-foot 
section was enclosed in 314” steel pipe 
and part was in sewer tile, which re- 
quired breaking up the tile and sliding 
about 60 feet of pipe ahead of the lo- 


The pole line was moved to a new location 27 feet north 
of the original line. Each pole stepped off the journey in three 


nine-foot strides. 


cation for the riser portion of the cable. 
A 40-foot section of cable was spliced 
in to provide slack for raising the under- 
ground portion of the cable into the 
alr. 

Three crews with derrick trucks and 
a digger truck were involved in the 
particularly difficult phase of bringing 
the heavy cable out of the ditch and 
then raising the cable to suspension 
strand placed a short distance off the 
ground, using a cable guide pulled along 
the strand by a winch line. As the 
cable met the strand, rings were 
snapped into position to support the 
cable on the strand. As the work went 
forward, the suspension strand was 
progressively lifted higher with block 
and tackle on the poles, aided by truck 
derricks spotted between the poles. 


The span between the riser pole and 
the next pole was 240 feet long, requir- 
ing special catenary construction to 
carry it over a street and a service sta- 
tion area. 


Photo by Boling 


Winter Quarters. Snow and frigid weather 
created another obstacle in performing the work. 
Here we see August Brunke, cable splicer, about 
to enter his work tent while splicing in an addi- 
tional length of cable preparatory to the dis- 
interment of the underground cable. 


After raising the underground por- 
tion of the cable to the poles placed, 
the final step was to move the aerial 
portion of the lead about 27 feet north 
to place it in line with the rest of the 
lead. This required lifting the poles out 
one by one with the cable still attached 
to each, resetting them a few feet away, 
and then going back to repeat the proc- 
ess until all the poles were in line. 

This project called for careful plan- 
ning and good teamwork to avoid the 
possibility of serious accident to per- 
sonnel, and damage to the cable and 
adjacent property. Additional precau- 
tions were made necessary due to the 
need for working in an active railroad 
area. Construction crews under Ronald 
Hibbert, A. R. Fritz, and L. V. Shirey 
handled the project. Cable splicer 
crews were on hand to complete all 
necessary splicing and to assist the 
crew members in raising the cable. The 
construction department is to be comp- 
limented on the safe completion of an 
unusually difficult assignment. 


A closer view of the pole migration. Arthur Holcomb, con- 
struction superintendent, watches as a pole is lifted from one 
hole to another nine feet away. 


TEMBA Gains in ‘54 
Votes Greater Benefits in "55 


by L. W. Cleveland, Secretary 


Growth of the Telephone Employees’ 
Mutual Benefit Association was much 
in evidence at the annual meeting of 
the membership held January 22, at 
Lincoln. 


Membership in the Association has 
reached almost one thousand in addi- 
tion to the dependents covered. Min- 
utes of the first meeting in 1944 re- 
flected a total of 415 members at the 
close of the first year of business. These 
415 members paid $4,754.00 in dues 
and 39 claims totaling $2,368.00 were 
paid. 


The business transacted in the elev- 
enth year of the Association dwarfs 
the first year’s activities greatly. The 
year ending December 15, 1954 found 
997 members who paid $31,022.50 in 
premiums and received $26,360.04 in 
benefits. 


The original bylaws of the Associa- 
tion did not include dependents and 
the schedule of benefits was designed 
to relieve financial distress for the typ- 
ical medical bill of the day. These 
medical bills today are much _ higher 
than those of 1943-44 and the Associa- 
tion has been able to keep pace with 
the higher costs as they become evi- 
dent. To illustrate, the maximum 
amount payable for hospital room ben- 
efits until 1949 was $4.00 per day. At 
the 1949 meeting this was raised to 
$6.00 and to $7.00 in 1951. It increased 
to $8.00 in 1952 and to $12.00 in 1954. 
Other benefits have been raised accord- 
ingly during this period until today 
the Association offers benefit schedules 
that are the envy of other plans. 

The recent meeting of the members 
was typical of the others before it in 
that more liberal benefit schedules were 
approved. 

Under the new schedules the depend- 
ents will be paid 100% of the schedule 
of benefits rather than the 75% settle- 
ment they have accepted for coverage 
since 1945. Also, the reserve has been 
increased to $15,000 from money al- 
ready available, this being done to make 
the Association even more financially 
responsible. This is a far cry from the 
original reserve made up of personal 


notes signed by some of the original 
members. 

Membership has been extended to 
part-time as well as full-time employees 
who have been working for a period 
of 60 days or more. 

The Association has made this re- 
markable growth from a humble but 
sound beginning. Guy O. Seaton was 
the first president of the organization 
and he was, to a large degree, respons- 
ible for guiding the newly-formed or- 
ganization through its formative years. 
There were many people who contrib- 
uted to the organization growth besides 
the original officers who were: Guy O. 
Seaton, president; C. C. Donley, vice 
president; G. P. Barney, treasurer; and 
M. W. Franklin, secretary. Signers of 
the original Articles of Association 
were, besides the afore-mentioned: Vern 
Campbell, Kent Eno, George Hansen, 
J. L. Lyne, Norman Ott, Jay Pugsley, 
E. H. Royce, James E. Smith, Herman 
Studier, Max Walker and Asa Waters. 

These men, along with succeeding 
directors of the Association and with 
the cooperation of the members them- 
selves, have been responsible for the 
remarkable growth of the Telephone 
Employees’ Mutual Benefit Association. 

Directors who will serve for the com- 
ing year are Ivan Paddack, Rollie Win- 
ders, Robert Ross, Howard Spahnle. 
Byron Pattison, Walter F. Roberts, 
Lloyd W. Cleveland, Phil Garvey, L. 
G. Saunders, George P. Barney, Elvin 
O. Wait, Herman Studier, Marie Pear- 
son, Tyler Ryan and Alex M. Geist. 
The directors were selected at the mem- 
bership meeting. 

The new board met on January 31 
and reelected all present officers for 
the new term. They are: Walter F. 
Roberts, president; Alex M. Geist, vice 
president; Howard W. Spahnle, trea- 
surer and Lloyd W. Cleveland, secre- 
try. 


Plans For New Beatrice 
Building 


Plans for the erection of a new tele- 
phone building at Beatrice on the 
southwest corner of Sixth and Grant 
Streets were announced through the 
local newspaper by Clyde Burge, South- 
ern district manager. The plot is lo- 
cated two blocks north of the present 
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telephone building and is diagonally 
across the street from the court house. 

Construction of the new building is 
preliminary to the conversion of the 
Beatrice exchange to dial operation. 
The new two-story brick building will 
be air-conditioned and _ functionally 
modern in every respect. It will house 
dial switching equipment for local tele- 
phone service; a new long distance 
switchboard and operating department; 
plant maintenance and installation de- 
partments; the district and area offices 
and the local business office. Plans call 
for the provision of parking facilities 
for both telephone customers and em- 
ployees. There will be an attached 
garage for company trucks and cars. 


Promotions, 
Transfers & 
Litle Changes 
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Agnes Buller 
Service Assistant 


Rowena Light 
Secretary 
Lincoln York 


Non-Functional 


Rowena J. Light, cashier, York Commer- 


cial, to secretary, Lincoln. 


Engineering 


E. G. Brehm, draftsman to engineering 


assistant. 


Traffic 


Agnes M. Buller, operator to service as: 


sistant. York. 


Barbara H. Swanda, operator to service 


assistant, Wahoo. 


Plant 


Wm. M. Birdsley, garage serviceman, 


Supply, to routineman, COE, Central Plant. 


Mabel Bodkin, stenographer, Supply to 


General Plant. 


N. E. Hammond, switchman to installer 


repairman, PBX, Central Plant 
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J. P. Howland, testman to advanced cler’ 


ical, wire chief's office, Central Plant. 


Charles J. Ritchey, groundman, Construc: 


tion, to routineman, COE, Central Plant. 


Last of the ‘Bell Girls’’ Retires 
From Her Switchboard 


- 
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—Journal-Star Photo 

History was made at the PBX board of the Journal-Star Printing Com- 
pany on January 8 when Mrs. Anna Haugh took down the last con- 
nection in a 45-year career as a telephone operator. 

Mrs. Haugh was one of the employees of the Lincoln Bell exchange 
who came to our company with the consolidation of 1912. Her service 
has been continuous. Indeed for many years she filled two jobs; one with 
LT&T and one at the Journal switchboard. For a while she worked full 
time for the telephone company and part time at the Journal. Later she 
reversed the order to carry a full schedule at the Journal, with occasional 
work at LT&T. Her last appearance on our payroll was in 1919. 

Amongst a bound book of letters presented to Mrs. Haugh by the 
newspaper on her retirement was one from Merle M. Hale in which he 
extended the best wishes of LT&T personnel—past and present—for her 
health and well being in her new home in California. He reviewed the 
many years of pleasant association and ended the letter with the following 
tribute: ‘Few indeed have devoted so many years of their life to the 
industry, and fewer still have given of themselves so completely and so 
unselfishly to their chosen profession. Out of your long years of faithful, 
skillful toil at the switchboard comes the true embodiment of “The Spirit 
of Service.’ For this, i’m sure, the telephone industry will be eternaily 
grateful.” 

For the past 11 years Mrs. Haugh has been a member of the Frank 
H. Woods telephone pioneer chapter. 


Red Cross Laurels To Three LT&I Men 


A tribute, unsolicited though well deserved, came to 
three of our civic-eminded employees during the month. 
In a letter addressed to the vice president from the state 
headquarters of the American National Red Cross, Vernon 
H. Zimmerman, state relations representative of the Red 
Cross, calls attention to the achievements of Lloyd C. Jen- 
kins, Carl Franzen and Harold E. Butler in furthering civic 
pprojects of the organization, We quote from Mr. Zimmer- 
man's letter. 

Dear Mr. Hale: 

The American Red Cross has received such fine cooperation 
and assistance from a number of your employees, that | would 
like to mention the work of three of these men. Many others also 
are assisting us in a number of counties but it has been my pleasure 
to work personally with those mentioned in this letter. 

Through the untiring efforts of Mr. Lloyd Jenkins there has 
been a very noticeable increase in community interest in safety 
and first aid programs. Through his efforts and appearances in 


many counties, attention now is being given by these residents 
to the promotion of first aid training. In addition to the inspiration 
he has given to these people, he has also given much of his own 
personal time to help with the training of instructors, class room 
instruction and the setting up of first aid classes. 

Mr. Carl Franzen, Pawnee City, has been our Chapter Chair- 
man for the past year and through his efforts the chapter was 
reorganized. Under his direction the chapter conducts a blood 
program and other services. Last summer Pawnee City had its 
first learn-to-swim program in many years. A class in advanced 
first aid is now being taught and will be followed by an instructor 
course. All of these things that were accomplished are the result 
of Carl’s work and direction. 

Mr. Harold E. Butler, Ashland, Nebraska, in the past year 
completed his first aid training and is now an instructor. This is 
the first time that we have had an instructor in this community for 
years. He is now instructing a class in first aid, and it was through 
his efforts that this class was organized. 

We want to thank these men and others that are doing such 
a worthwhile work in many Nebraska communities, and to also 
thank the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company for encouraging 
their employees to give this community service. 

Sincerely, 
Vernon H. Zimmerman 


Lets Meet Our New Employees 


Name Position Exchange Date 
Emp. 
ACCOUNTING 
Charles: HH. Dindgsren: 24.4... Accounting Staff Assistant ................ 12-27 
John A. Wisby o00..0...00. Male “Clerk: “CPE i) cncccniccaco maces 1-24 
COMMERCIAL 
Marie A. Erickson ..... seen OBE cine fevacnaumacsncenteames Hastings _.......... 12-17 
Maudie E. Henderson. ............. Clerk. (PUT Js kccncincs LHCOML waded 12-27 
Janet A. Pavey. .........c. ial 1 i, ee Ree re SE LINCOM. aectacs 1- 3 
Constance L. Schmidt ............ ler LP eV osccsaeatercsexe BinColn.. scsi... 12-27 
ENGINEERING 
POs Ws. COALY - veseretsincimcsceeens Engineering AssSist.............0.......... ern 1- 3 
PLANT 
Darlene J. Griffin ................. Service Operator....... Lincoln:  sicsnss. 1- 4 
Melita Ochsner .............000....... .Janitress (P.T.)..0......... Sutton .............. 1-18 
Charles J. Ritchey  ................. Groundman (Construction)................ 12-29 
TRAFFIC 
Sally E. Akers ......0..0000000000.2.. CODE ALOT. ciinvccsstivcicesvetes. EQOBOU cccccedecne 1-10 
Shirley A. Chrapkowski ..... Operator... ciseceseicensden Hastings _...... Pires Pes 
Mary T.. FYOGU6 cccininus Sasinee CB OPA TOP vi cscesicarctenscearizeiss Lincoln. «.....<:... 1-10 
Helen A. Heiser. ......0....00........ JGR AOE ie caicvintsndesd oe Lincoln _............ 1- 3 
Ramona 0. FOING. se icoeckescceesnesnncs Operator..........................Weep. Water 12-27 
Billie RB. Madsen sce ccciscasccsccs ODEPACON odinceesecdest as OOU SAcAleas> 1- 3 
Shirley A. Morrison ............... 2) (-) eee een oo General ............ 1-17 
JoAnne M. Pulley ................... Operator..........................Hastings ........ 1-10 
Arliss J. Reiber .... Raikeniod Operator... Hastings: ...... 1-10 
Alta E. Vance (Re-emp.) Operator................. ees Ashland ............ 1- 3 
Elvie C. Weilage .......00.0..0... DODGTALOR iicpsesteueis: aCrete. wi... settee 
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The Pioneer Hobby Committees’ photography class is a going concern. 
Already the mysteries of lenses, apertures and emulsions have been solved 
and the members are searching for greater fields to conquer. The class was 
organized by Chairman Gay Henderson and discussion leaders have been se- 
lected to cover various phases of the art. This photograph was made of a 
recent class gathering at the home of W. W. Eden. 
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Artis M. Bowen Becomes 
Superior (.0. 


Announcement of the appointment 
of Artis M. Bowen, service assistant 
at York, to the position of chief oper- 
ator at Superior was made January 10 
by John _ Spady, 
western district 
manager. She suc- 
ceeds Erma Keenan 
who has established 
an enviable record 
at Superior and now 
leaves the company 
to take up residence 
in Denver. 

Miss Bowen's tel- 
ephone’ experience 
dates from her high school days when 
she worked at odd hours as a helper 
at Waco. She went to York to attend 
college and began her recorded em- 
ployment in September 1943 as part- 
time operator working evenings and 
week ends. After assuming full-time 
employment she was promoted to super’ 
visor in 1946 and was named assistant 
chief operator in June 1947. The elim- 
ination of the latter classification 
changed her title to service assistant 
in March 1950. 


Artis M. Bowen 


David City Makes Headlines 


The exchange at David City came 
into some fine publicity in the local 
Banner-Press last month when Harvey 
Armagost, area manager, Irene Swan, 
chief operator and J. H. (Stub) Roland 
did a bit of accounting work on their 
own and produced some rather startling 
figures concerning local telephone 
activities. 

Miss Swan took her pen in hand to 
arrive at the calculation that 1,825,000 
local calls, more or less, coursed 
through the David City switchboard 
during 1954. She also reported that 
122,246 toll calls had been offered 
during the same period and that 110,- 
869 of them had been completed. She 
has a staff of 20 operators. 

Messrs. Armagost and Roland fur- 
nished the statistics for the plant de- 
partment, reporting on the summary of 
telephone development during the year 
for all exchanges in the county. The 
story was prominently displayed by the 
Banner’Press. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


of Lincoln Telephone Employees 
Co-operative Credit Association 


of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, at 
the close of business on Dec. 31, 1954 


ASSETS 

Cash and Due from Banks .......... $ 29,614.76 
U. S. Bonds—-Direct and 

TT ee 11s 1 Se ee eT a 122,000.00 
Loans and DisCOUItsS scsseveseeccnectarns 180,552.08 
Other Assets, Stocks ...........2..2... 23,674.03 
TOE Als HB Obs OS seis eas $355,840.87 

LIABILITIES 

Time Deposits (Savings) ............6286,863.93 


TOT. DEPOSITS....$286,863.93 
Bills Payable, Interest, Unearned 
Gmaranty Pan, snc ec 
Undivided Profits -........2.0.222.2..2... 


TOTAL GUARANTY FUND, 
UNDIVIDED PROFITS & 


RESERVES | 2.:.-ceu:- $ 8,359.40 
Members Share Accounts ...........- 54,822.50 
TOTAL: LIABILITIES: xisenctence $355,840.87 


I, R. H. Spohn, President of the above 
named Association, do solemnly swear or 
affirm that the above statement is true, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. 


Correct—Attest: 
I. J. DEVOE 
H. W. CANE 
F. M. STRASSER 


Supervisory Committee. 


STATE OF NEBRASKA 


County of Lancaster, ss: 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
21st day of January, 1955, and I hereby 
certify that I am not an officer of this 
Association. 


J. Es BACKSTROM, Notary Public 
My commission expires September 2, 1959. 


Talk of The Month 


Walter F. Roberts, personnel direc- 
tor, delivered a talk on “Motivating 
Manpower” before the traffic confer- 
ence of the USITA at the national con- 
vention last October. It was reprinted 
in part in the December News on page 
9, as well as in the national trade jour- 
nals of the industry. The paper gave 
a frank and open statement of the pol- 
icies of LT€°T in the field of employee 
relations. 

Mr. Roberts’ speech has since re- 
ceived further national recognition. In 
January it was selected by the Dartnell 
Corporation as the “Talk of the 
Month.” A bulletin containing the 
complete address was distributed to 
subscribers of Dartnell’s monthly Per- 
sonnel Administrative Service. This is 
a monthly exchange of ideas and ex- 
perience for management going to some 
3,000 executives in the personnel and 
industrial relations field. 
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They Cut Their Own Poles! 
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Looking the part of a climbing bear, Pfc. Sea- 
mark strings wire at 18 below. 


Pfc. A. H. B. Seamark, on leave 
from Construction, has a few words to 
say on how the army makes telephone 
men at Camp Hale, Colorado, where he 
and Phil Bailey, also of Construction, 
are stationed. He writes: 

“We have just completed building 
two 25-mile, two-circuit telephone lines 
anda 15-mile, two-circuit line. We had 
to make our own poles from trees from 
the forest. We cut and trimmed 910 
trees in all. 

‘On one line we are stringing ‘Spiral 
Four’—a twovcircuit cable covered with 
rubber. The picture I am sending isn’t 
so bad considering the snow storm. The 
temperature at the time was 18 below 
zero.” 

The name Seamark probably rings a 
bell with older employees, for our 
soldier is the third generation with 
LT&T. His father, H. A. “Ike,” worked 
for years in the plant and accounting 
departments. His grandfather, H. J. W. 
Seamark, was also a member of the ac- 
counting department in the early days. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Cyrus O. Stone, father of Carolyn Stone, 
Superior Traffic, died January 3 at Man- 
kato, Kansas. Funeral services were held in 
the Assembly of God Church at Mankato. 

Andrew B. Straka, 
mann, Lincoln Traffic, passed away January 
17. Funeral services were held at Roper & 
Sons Havelock Chapel, with burial in) Lin- 
coln Memorial Park. 


father of Ruth Fleisch- 
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The engineering department, which occupies the 
west and south sections of the fourth floor, 
general office building at Lincoln, discharges a 
multitude of responsibilities. Here estimates of 
cost are prepared and plans care formulated for 
development and crection of plant, equipment, 
buildings, etc. Perpetual inventories are main- 
tained of all company property and evaluated 
for tax purposes. Details of conversions are 
assembled; blue prints are made; transmission 
problems are resolved. These and a_ hundred 
other duties keep the folk shown on these pages 
busily engaged throughout the year. 


IN THE PICTURES: 


(1) A. O. Andrews: acting chief engineer. 

(2) R. T. Wakeman; transmission engineering. 
(3) E. G. Brehm; equipment engineering. 

(4) Roy A. Carlscn; plant extension engineer. 
(5) R. J. Brinton; outside plant engineering. 
(6) Mary E. Watson; secretarial. 

(7) Gay T. Henderson; equipment engineering. 
(8) W. W. (Bud) Eden; building engineer. 

(9) Harlan W. Cane; cost engineer. 

(10) Don J. Christle; building engineering. 


(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 
(15) 


(16) 
(17) 
(18) 
(19) 


(20) 


J. L. Weaver; outside plant engineering. 
J. Lloyd Lyne; outside plant engineer. 
Donald E. Neill; cost engineering. 
Donald R. Swanson; cost engineering. 


T. J. Goldenste; ae 
engineers. ein and D. R. Smith; field 


O. D. Spencer; 
Marie K. jackson; 
Robert E. Kennedy; 
Victor B. 
neering. 

Roger K. Ghormley; 
Jerry Ann Isaman; 


Gary R. Clifforg: 
1 Cost H s 
Loran J. Powell: engineering. 


Charles E. C Equipment engineering. 
: - Connors: ee P 
tection engineer Ors; transmission and pro 


Kenneth E, Versaw:- 
Cc. E. Cummings: : 


Robert E., 
Wohlberg; equipment engineering: 


B. A. Isaman: oute; 
: Uutside ‘ . ; 
L. G. Saunders: Plant engineering 


R. N. DeVries. €cuipment engineering. 
*. Outside plant engineering. 
S°cretzrial. 


outside piant engineering. 
Senior secretary. 
equipment engineering. 
Musselman; outside plant engi- 


equipment engincer. 
Secretarial. 


equipment engineering. 
Plan engineer. 


Beryl R. Glock; 
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Reed To Cover 


Plant Developments 


The News will 
surely profit by the 
turn of events in 
which John S. Reed 
relinquishes his for- 
mer staff post as as- 
sociate editor for re- 
porting General 
Plant personnel ac- 
tivities in the Per- 
sonalities section 
and turns his fine 
talents to writing articles on plant meth- 
ods and developments. The first of 
his efforts in the role of feature writer 
appears in this issue. Our readers will 
find that John’s contributions will make 
toward a better balance of information 
within the News covers. In his posi- 
tion as plant methods supervisor John 
has first access to knowledge of new 
plans, tools, methods and equipment, 
while his well-earned national recogni- 
tion as a writer on plant techniques will 
assure the quality and authority of his 


John S. Reed 


articles. 


To the editor’s thinking, Mr. Reed 
is an amazing person. His sense of 
hearing was greatly impaired by a child- 
hood disease but this has been little 
handicap to John. Often he has turned 
it into an asset. When he first joined 
the company as an apprentice shopman 
in 1930 he was assigned to the job of 
testing cords. It was not long before 
the old batter-receiver audible method 
of testing was replaced by an accurate 


mechanical and visual unit by which 
much better tests were made and the 
efficiency of the operation notably in- 
creased. 

John came to us with a fine back- 
ground of electrical training, including 
a degree from Gallaudet College at 
Washington, D. C. and an extended 
course in drafting and electrical theory 
taken at Chicago. His native ability to 
analyze problems soon came to the at- 
tention of his immediate supervisors 
and to B. C. Burden, with whom he 
was working in off-time hours. The 
latter encouraged him to submit tech- 
nical articles to the national telephone 
trade journals and soon John was a 
regular contributor, and has remained 
so to this day. 


Mr. Reed illustrates his articles with 
neat and accurate drawings of his own 
making and also employs his drafting 
talents in the preparation of plant de- 
partment specifications. At the time 
he was employed there were no written 
practices for the many and varied shop 
operations. When he left the general 
shop in 1944 nearly all the procedures 
were covered by the manual prepared 
by Mr. Reed. He came to the general 
plant department as advanced clerk and 
received his present assignment in 1952. 
John is now occupied in preparation of 
specifications which will eventually 
cover all phases of outside plant work. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during the month 


of January, 1955: 


Primary Members: H. A. Williams, Paw- 
nee City Plant, $12.50; C. F. Peachman, Gen- 
eral Plant, $20.00; J. A. Mason, Hastings 
Plant, $266.00; Bedric Wanek, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, $22.50; Mildred Brobst, Benedict 
Traffic, $353.60; B. D. Pattison, General Plant, 
$22.50; R. J. Donaldson, Supply, $146.50; Mrs. 
Aner McKinzey, Cedar Bluffs Pensioner, 
$198.00; R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln Service, $20.00; 
Pauline Reckard, Plattsmouth Traffic, $6.00; 
Estella Foght, Accounting, $176.85; Marie Vid- 
lock, Accounting, $8.00; E. V. Hiatt, Lincoln 
Service, $194.60; H. D. Wart, Lincoln Service, 
$7.50: H. G. White, Lincoln Service, $25.00; 
Ethel E. Park, Crete Commercial, $5.00; Mar- 
garet Bethscheider, Hebron Traffic, $377.00; 
H. E. Velte, Directory Sales, $16.00; C. H. 
Pierce, Lincoln Pensioner, $362.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln, 
$194.78; Don Nelson, Lincoln, $37.50; Mrs. 
H. A. Ehrlich, Lincoln, $56.25; Mrs. L. D. 
Keedy, Lincoln, $199.50; Alan Spencer, Lin- 
coln, $56.48: Mrs. Vern Campbell, David City, 
$15.00; Mrs. T. B. Hedges, Lincoln, $15.00; 
Mrs. R. V. Clifford, Lincoln, $12.01; Marsha 
Weaver, Lincoln, $5.63; Mrs. G. E. Damon, 
Auburn, $14.20; Mrs. H. W. Armagost, David 
City, $7.50. 
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OUR COVER 


February—month of frigid gales, ice coated 
trees and desolate landscapes in which poles 
stand like lonely sentinels, shouldering their 
burden of encrusted wires. Theirs is a tremend- 
ous responsibility; for over the precious circuits 
they hold flow the voices of America, greeting 
friends and loved ones and transacting the busi- 
ness of the nation. This is the story behind the 
scene captured by the News camera a few miles 
south of Lincoln one recent morning. 


N. W. Bell President 
Once Worked For LT&I 


The election of A. F. Jacobson as 
president of the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Company caps a _ career 
which has been watched with unusual 
interest by many in our own organiza- 
tion. Mr. Jacobson is remembered here 
as a young apprentice switchman who 
worked nights at “3” office during the 
school terms of 1923 and 1924 while 
he was attending University. 

Mr. Jacobson began work at Omaha 
as a clerk in the general office. From 
1928 to 1938 he held various jobs in 
the Minnesota area. He was named 
district manager at Sioux Falls in 1938, 
returning to Minneapolis as district 
manager the following year. He re- 
turned to Omaha in 1943 as commercial 
results supervisor. In 1945 he became 
assistant vice president. Next he was 
promoted to vice president and general 
manager of the Nebraska area and, fol- 


lowing that, vice president—-operations 
for the company. In 1951 he went to 
Illinois Bell as vice president—opera- 
tions and the next year was made direc- 
tor of operations for the Bell System's 
Long Lines department in New York. 

Mr. Jacobson is an uncle of Allan G. 
Behm of Central Plant. 


Rose Fankhauser 
Answers Final Call 


With a feeling of profound sorrow 
and loss the many friends of Rose 
Fankhauser learned of her sudden pass- 
ing at her home at Humboldt on Janu- 
ary 20. There had 
been little forewarn- 
ing of the serious- 
ness of her heart 
condition. Services 
were held at the 
Presbyterian 
Church at Hum- 
boldt on January 
22, with interment 
at Four-Mile Ceme- 
tery in the immedi- Rose Fankhauser 
ate neighborhood of the farm where 
she was born 70 years before. 

She was the daughter of John and 
Magdelena Fankhauser. Her mother 
died when Rose was a baby, and she 
was raised by an uncle. She joined 
the LT&T family in her home town as 
operator in 1920, but resigned a year 
later to move to Oregon. In March 
1922 she returned to the switchboard 
at Humboldt and was promoted to as- 
sistant chief operator in January 1927. 

Miss Fankhauser’s retirement in July 
1949 presented the opportunity for her 
to realize a lifelong yearning to travel 
and visit abroad. She lost no time in 
arranging for the fruition of this am- 
bition; sailing for the Hook of Holland 
only a few days after retiring from her 
position at the switchboard. Rose 
toured the Netherlands, Belgium, Lux- 
embourg, France and Switzerland, with 
liberal pauses at Paris, Luzerne and 
Interlaken, before returning to her 
home in mid-August. It was one of her 
greatest experiences. 

Miss Fankhauser was a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, the Alpha 
Club and the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter of Independent telephone pioneers. 
She is survived by five sisters and four 
brothers, most of them still residing in 
the vicinity of Humboldt. 


Co-op Grows in "54 
Activities of a most satisfactory year 
were reviewed at the annual meeting of 
members of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Co-operative Credit Asso- 
ciation held at Lincoln January 15. 
It was reported that 427 loans to- 


taling $215,298.27 were made to em- 
ployee members, an increase of 25 loans 
and $34,259.52 over the preceding 
year’s business. The total membership 
at the close of the year was 705, com- 
pared with 635 in 1953. 


E. J. Flowerday and R. H. Gray 
were elected to the Board of Directors. 
Present directors re-elected were W. K. 
Eno, P. H. Henson, R. B. Hobson, 
A. W. Holcomb, A. 8. Keckler, J. L. 
Lyne, W. J. McDowell, C. B. Meshier, 
Sterling Nelson, A. M. Newens, R. R. 
Rauch, H. W. Spahnle and R. H. 
Spohn. 


The death of C. C. Donley and the 
retirement of H. W. Potter resulted in 
vacancies in the credit and supervisory 
committees. Both Mr. Donley and Mr. 
Potter are listed as charter members of 
the Association and have devoted much 
time and effort during the years in 
making it an effective agency for all 
members. A. B. Waters was elected to 
fill the vacancy in the credit commit- 
tee, to serve with W. F. Roberts and 
B. J. Sievers, present members, who 
were re-elected. H. W. Cane becomes 
the new member of the supervisory 
committee, where present members 
F. M. Strasser and I. J. Devoe were 
also re-elected. 

The new board met January 21 to 
elect officers for the current year. R. H. 
Spohn was named president; W. K. 
Eno, vice president; C. B. Meshier, 
treasurer, and R. B. Hobson, secretary. 
All officers will be serving their second 
term of office. 

Increased participation year by year 
indicates that more employees are real- 
izing the advantages of using their own 
credit organization. The Co-op office, 
Room 213 in the general office build- 
ing, is open to serve its members from 
8 to 5, Monday through Friday, and 
from 8 to 12 on Saturday mornings. 


Former LI&T Girl Cited 


A recent news item from Burbank, 
California, tells of the prompt and ef- 
fective action of a local operator and 
her supervisor which resulted in the 
probable saving of the life of a young 
man who called his mother from a pub- 
lic telephone booth after taking 24 
sleeping tablets in an attempt at  sui- 
cide. By swiftly finding the address of 
the telephone and summoning the police 
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ambulance the ladies are credited with 
bringing aid in the very nick of time. 
The supervisor in the story, Luella 
Schurman, may be remembered to old- 
timers of LT&T as Luella Whitney, 
who was an operator at Cedar Bluffs 
during the early ‘twenties. She is a 
sister of Lloyd Whitney, of Superior. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Coatney announce 
the birth of a daughter, Valerie Jo, on Janu- 
ary 3. JoAnn is on leave from Auburn 
Traffic. 


A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. John L. 
Roth on January 11. John is employed 
in Hastings Plant. 

A daughter, Suzette, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. John Keogh, January 12. Jack 
is a member of the construction department 
at Hastings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Gake announce the 
birth of a son, James Wallace, January 13. 
Wallace is an employee in the 5-7 Office 
Switchroom. 


A girl, Kristy Jo, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. T. Wakeman on January 17. Dick 


is a member of the engineering department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roger Ghormley announce 
the arrival of a daughter, Martha Nell, Janu- 
ary 18. Roger is employed in Engineering. 

A son, Gary Donald, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald E. Neill. Donald is employed 


in the engineering department. 


Ross Lane, Lincoln Construction, and 
Laura Buck were married January 8. 

Patricia Stalder, Lincoln Traffic, was mar- 
ried to Raymond L. Badberg at the Congre- 
gational Church on January 15. The groom 
is in the Air Force and is stationed at Wich- 
ita Falls, Texas. 

Mrs. George Lee and John H. Agee were 
married January 15 in San Francisco. They 
sailed aboard the S. S. Lurline for a wedding 
trip to Hawaii. Mr. Agee is a director and 
was formerly vice-president of LT&T until 
his retirement in 1948. 

Marlene Fujan, Wahoo Traffic, was mar- 
ried to Dale Erney on January 15. The 
ceremony took place in the St. Wenceslaus 
Catholic Church at Wahoo. 

Sandra Carter of the Lincoln cable de- 
partment became the bride of Max Lipskey 
on January 20. The ceremony took place 
in the Havelock Methodist Church. 
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g- Eastern District 


Betty Mules, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 
The old flu bug is taking its toll again 
this winter. . Donna Hotovy of San 
Diego and Evelyn Soukup, Lincoln Traffic, 
former operators at David City, visited our 
office during the holidays. Also during 
the holidays we were recipients of twenty- 
eight pounds of candy and many cards. Mar- 
garet Cornell Zeilinger, former operator, 
presented us with a snow man cake... . 
Not only did Christmas bring treats but 
it brought diamonds to three of the girls 
in Traffic. Evelyn Kucera, Lucille Helgoth 
and Dorothy Grubaugh were flashing them 
and wedding bells are not far off. ... Irene 
Swan, chief operator, presented each oper- 
ator with a gift and in return received a 
beautiful Snorkel pen from the operators. 
Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers and Ncrma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 
This snowy weather finds a few girls from 
Traffic on their vacations. Dorothy Waters 
spent hers visiting in Arkansas, Alabama, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. May Lou Ehm- 
ke, who was married January 4, spent one 
week of her vacation in Texas. ... Ruby 
Clites is helping her daughter and her two 
children get ready to go to Hawaii to join 
her husband who is in the service. ... It 
looks like Elaine Garrens, our faithful night 
operator, will be our next bride. Elaine is 
wearing a beautiful diamond. . . . Dixie 
Wilkerson is still at home with hepatitis. 
The Nebraska City High School band 
gave a concert January 20 and there were 
some proud mothers from the telephone 
office who attended. Those who had chil- 
dren in the band are Margaret Watkins, 
Betty Christensen, Edna Komma and Adele 
Genzel. . . . Raymond Kinnison attended 
the funeral of his father-in-law at Noel, 
Missouri. 
Platitsmouth Area 
Thelma _ Tritsch, Correspondent 
Don Rutledge, manager at Weeping 
Water, has been confined to his home re- 
covering from the effects of the flu. 
Some of the Plattsmouth plant employees 
have also hed a siege of the flu, namely 
Koch, Mather, Anderson and Clary. 
Thelma Tritsch attended a banquet at the 
Fontenelle Hotel in Omaha honoring Bishop 
Brinker on his fifteenth ordination anni- 
versary. 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 
Jerry Shipley has become popular with 
his new hobby of tooling leather craft. He 
is doing a very fine job of making purses, 
billfolds and belts. Berniece Mueller 
visited her new nephew in Omaha. 
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Wahoo Area 
Leona Larson, Mary Beaty and Lura Blackman, 
Correspondents 

Dorothy Ostry, Margaret Kohn, Anne 
Palensky and Gladys Hula all have a gay 
twinkle in their eyes to match the glitter 
of their third finger, left hand. Gladys also 
has an extra sparkle as she really was able 
to start off the New Year right. Her fiance 
returned home on New Year’s Eve after 
serving 18 months in Korea. Dorothy, Mar- 
geret and Gladys have made no mention 
of wedding date. Anne, however, plans to 
be married sometime in April. . . . Wahoo 
Traffic was presented with 46 pounds of 
candy and a box of apples and oranges from 
the business men of the city. .. . Ed Piper 
had an unfortunate accident near Grand 
Island on Christmas Eve. His car was badly 
damaged but he and his wife fortunately 
escaped without serious injury. Ashland 
Traffic also received many nice gifts from 
various subscribers. Clara VanMatre spent 
two weeks of her vacation in Midland, 
Texas, visiting her daughter and family. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends and Emma Lee DeJonége, 
Correspondents 


Dorothy Biggerstaff, and son Ted spent 
New Year’s week end in St. Louis visiting 
her brother and family. . Roberta Rade- 
meacher, Helen Dettmer and Doris Peterson 
end husband traveled to Omaha to look at 
softball uniforms and enjoy a steak dinner. 

Shirley Nincehelser, Della Gerdes and 
Shirley Bolejack had afternoon coffee and 
cookies with Rita Yates in her new home. 

Joan Remmers received a very pretty 
identification bracelet from a group of the 
girls on her birthday January 12. ... Helen 
Dettmer, Traffic, has announced her en- 
gagement to Lee Casey of Johnson. Lee 
is a partner in the Casey Funeral Homes 
located in Southeastern Nebraska. 
George Damon has been working in Falls 


Grouped for the flash camera during the 
holiday season at Hebron ore, from left, Mary 
Wright, Regina Bethscheider, Neva _ Beavers, 
Norma Maschmann, Donna Baldwin, Dorothy 
Waldemeier, Ruth Rittenhouse, Elaine Parpart, 
Mary Bethscheider, Ramona Kenning and Anita 
Williams. 
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City helping move the equipment from the 
old office to the new one. . Don Haith, 
son of Manager Ivan Haith of Humboldt, 
was home on a 21-day leave from the Navy. 
He returned to his base in Oakland, Califor- 
nia, January 8. 


Beatrice Area 
Thelma Bitting and Mae Parde, Correspondents 


Donna Wehling, cashier, is flashing a 
beautiful diamond since Christmas. Betty 
Cullison, Verna Freeman and _ Shirley 
Freemen, all of Traffic, also received very 
pretty diamond sparklers. ... Mable Wiet- 
ing has a new grandson born December 26. 
. . . Darlene Remmers has returned to 
work after a short stay in the hospital.... 
Don Gilmore, Plant, returned to duty fol- 
lowing knee surgery at the Veterans Hos- 
pital. . . . Norma Wallmean is very happy 
to have her husband back home after hav- 
ing served 16 months overseas. ... Visit- 
ing Margaret Malecha the past month is 
her son, who has been with the F.B.I. in 
Washington, D.C. and is presently waiting 
to go into the service. Genevieve Har- 
per was a recent bridesmaid at a girl friend’s 
wedding. . . . Eleonore Harding visited in 
Omaha with friends and relatives. ... Frank 
Fisher, of the Plant Department, and his 
wife motored to Florida for two weeks of 
vacation and while there took in the 
Orange Bowl game. Leland Hodge, 
wire chief, and Loal Genrich, Plant, en- 
joyed the remainder of their vacations in 
late December staying around home. Dis- 
trict Wire Chief Dan Smith has started a 
collection of trophies. A beautiful deer 
head trophy is presently adorning the wall 
of his office. We understand Dan was 
quite thrilled when he shot this deer as it 
was his first time ‘D-e-e-r Hunting.” As 
soon as he gets the den in his home com- 
pleted, the deer head will be placed there 
permenently. 

Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlnay, Correspondent 

Noreen Wild, ‘Traffic, is enjoying her 
stay in Texas where she has gone to be 
w.th her husband. . Don Norton, switch- 
boardman, is attending Automatic School 


At the same party: Mrs. Bob Lemkau, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Wright, Mr. and Mrs. John Brock- 
meyer, Mr. and Mrs. Rcland Francis, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Wellman and Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taedter. 
Bob Lemkau was lined up beside his wife at 
left, but the camera missed him, 


in Lincoln. . . . William McOmber, Crete, 
Vyrl Clark, Wilber, end E. M. Massie, 
Friend, attended the weekly Human Rela- 
tions classes at Beatrice. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty Shepherd, Correspondent 


Manager Longdon’s oldest girl, Mary 
Frances, has just recovered from the chic- 
ken pox and at this writing Alice Jean 
and the baby have taken it. . .. Doris 
Eden is no longer Eden—she now is Mrs. 
Dwayne Brown. She is now living in Steele 
City. Best wishes, Doris! Arleen Boley is 
flashing a diamond, as is also “Yours 
Truly.” Dorcas Slater is wearing a diamond 
on the third finger of her left hand. Says 
she, “Had my old one remounted.” Well— 
Dorcas?? We’re just teasing a bit. ... 
Charlotte Jordan spent New Year’s in Min- 
den visiting her sister and family. ... 
Sympathy of the area personnel is extended 
to Vera Nolte, Daykin exchange, whose 
grandmother passed away on January 28. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

Among the familiar faces seen at Ines 
Meister’s New Year’s party were Norma Lee 
Hahn and Shirley Hagelback. Most of the 
time was spent in the basement—dancing. 
Hilda Ramsey’s brother, G. C. Bartels of 
Denver, spent a week at her house. Cecile 
Morehead helped her hubby celebrate his 
birthday at a fish supper in Rulo.... 
Blood donors from this office included Har- 
old Drake, Waldo Harrington, Hilda Ram- 
sey and Vernabelle Mommens. . . . In the 
Tecumseh block at a recent ice review 
were Harold Drake, Dick McCoy, Don Hes- 
ter, Dale Weber, Tiny Hanau, Virginia 
Lempka, Ines Meister, and Miss Mary 
Meister. . Henri Goracke has acquired 
the nickname of “Kansas City Kitty.” She 
returned from a week end with her sister— 
shopping, she reports. Dale Weber was in 
Kansas City the same week end. 


Westerm Distinct 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Holiday vacationers included Mr. and 
Mrs. Levi Sinnett, who journeyed to Flori- 
da for a week. ... Mr. and Mrs. C. J. 
Crew spent Christmas in Texas with their 
daughter and family. . Wm. Minich, Jr., 
spent a leave from his duties with the Air 
Force at home with his parents, the W. R. 
Minichs. ... Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bock spent 
New Year’s day in North Dakota. ... Our 
deepest sympathy to Grace Krupicka, whose 
brother was killed in an auto accident on 
Christmas day. 

Hastings Area 
Georgie Elfring, Correspondent 

Another eventful year has passed for the 
Hastings erea. Along with welcoming in 
the New Year, we would like to extend 
good wishes to two new students, Arliss 
Reiber and Joan Pulley. Patricia Sperry is 
their instructor. Their moans of “Oh, will 
we ever learn this?” are all too familiar. But 


N 


Quite a number of our folk have dropped in on Glenn Obert, Central Plant, since his entry into 


St. Josephs Hospital at Omaha. Here Ernie Royce, 


of Supply, pays him a visit, accompanied by John 


Reed, who acted as cameraman. Glenn is gradually regaining use of his faculties since being stricken 
helpless by an attack of bulbar poliomyelitis last October. Though not clearly shown in the picture, 
Glenn is using a chest respirator as an aid to breathing. Not for an instant, in the long battle Glenn 
is waging, has his pluck and confidence deserted him. 


keep your chin up, gals. Think of all the 
other operators who were before you. Just 
remember to keep on plugging! ... AIl- 
though no one received a diamond for 
Christmas, a record, all the girls are 
looking forward to Valentine’s Day. Let’s 
hope St. Valentine leaves a few of these 
little “inexpensive” gifts around for the 
“hopefuls.” . . . Everyone has been busy 
choosing vacations. Anna Mohlman, the 
early bird, chose the last two weeks in 
January to visit her sister in Blue Hill and 
become better acquainted with the new 
baby in the family. . . . Speaking of babies, 
congratulations are in order for Mrs. Irene 
Utecht, who gave birth to a bouncing baby 
boy, January 20th. The new baby’s “auntie’”’ 
is Jacqueline Craig, toll operator. . . . Bon- 
nie Einspahr, who is on leave of absence, 
is enjoying a trip to Arizona. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


We are happy to report that our chief 
operator, Margaret Bethscheider, is now at 
her home convalescing from a recent opera- 
tion, her second in the last few months. 
We hope she will be much better soon. 

A New Year’s visitor in the Heine Taedter 
home was their son, Richard, who is now 
working at Sidney, Nebraska. . . . Norma 
Maschmann, whose son Jim plays on the 
Doane College basketball team, was an 
excited spectator at one of the College 
games. . . . The Alexandria operators re- 
ceived a box of candy Christmas from Dr. 
and Mrs. Guy Tucker in appreciation of 
good service. The Hebron office re- 
ceived boxes of candy from the Christen- 
sen Drug Store, Thayer County Bank, Dr, 
and Mrs. J. R. Bancroft, Montgomery Fur- 
niture Store, all of Hebron, Sanborn Lum- 
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ber Company of Deshler, H. W. Weddel of 
Carleton, and Bill Lott, who works for 
Gamble-Robinson. They also received a 
large box of fruit from the Alvin Rams- 
bottoms and a large poinsettia from Mr. 
Jones. I believe everyone had a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 


The annual Christmas party for the 
Stromsburg area was held December 20. 
A delicious turkey dinner was served to 
employees, their families and guests. The 
evening’s entertainment consisted of two 
movies, “Milestones of Service” and “The 
Telephone Hour” which were shown by 
Mr. Wait. There was also television, bingo, 
end a gift exchange. Guests included Dis- 
trict Manager John Spady, and Joe Adam- 
son, of Hastings, and former employees 
C. J. Olson and Erika Headman. A good 
time was reported by all. Jim Hatfield 
had the misfortune to break a bone in his 
foot and was unable to work for several 
weeks. He is now back on the job again. 

Superior Area 
Margaret A. Hanson, Correspondent 

The welcome mat is out for our new 
chief operator, Artis Bowen, formerly of 
York, who arrived to take over her duties 
January 10, The telephone girls gave 
a farewell party for Mrs. Keenan, with 
everyone bringing a covered dish. She was 
Presented a friendship quilt. We all wish 
her much happiness in her new home at 
Denver. Kathy Rust enjoyed a visit 
from her brother, Donald Oltman, and his 
wife, who are from Texas. Olga Ander- 
son attended the Civic Music Club at Has- 
tings, the program being “Singing Boys 
from Mexico.” , Barbara White and her 


A Visitor From Nationalist China 


Since January 9, LT&T has played host to an inter- 
national guest, William W. Lee, of Tapei, Taiwan (Formosa), 
who is in the United States to study various communica- 
is in commercial, 
accounting and traffic practices of the telephone industry. 
Mr. Lee is chief of traffic and commercial department for 
Formosa’s telephone and telegraph system, which is gov- 


tions systems. His especial interest 


ernment controlled. 


He arrived via air liner at Washinzton on November 15. 
The month of December was spent in New York with the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. January and February 
have been assigned to a study of LT&T methods. He will 
visit various Bell operating companies after leaving us and 
expects to return to Formosa about June 15. It is his hope 
that the observations and experiences 
sojourn will aid materially in developing and improving 
the communications system of the Republic of China. 


Mr. Lee was born at Hangchow, near Shanghai, in 1908. 
He graduated from the Shanghai Telecommunications Col- 
lege in 1931 and has devoted himself to the industry ever 
since. In 1950 he became manager of the telephone and 
telegraph company at Tapei, capital of Taiwan, and in 1953 
assumed his present responsibilities. His wife and children 
remain on Taiwan, the island bulwark of Nationalist China, 


gathered in his 


Mr. Lee, at left, faces the camera during an interview with M. W. 
Franklin, revenue accountant. The subject under discussion was LT&T’s pro- 
cedure in the billing of subscriber accounts. 
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which straddles the Tropic of Cancer off Asia’s southeast 
coast. Its older name “Formosa” was given it by the original 
Dutch colonizers. It means “beautiful island.” 

His company serves approximately 50,000 telephones of 
which 15,000 are dial operated and the balance of the mag- 
neto type. Four radio telegraph circuits and two radio 
telephone circuits are beamed toward the United States. 


husband are the proud owners of a new ’55 
Chrysler. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Everybody is back again in full swing 
after the Holidays. T. B. Hedges and his 
crew have been stringing wire between 
Sutton and Hastings. Recent visitors 
from Lincoln have been H. W. Studier, 
construction foreman, and Lyman Neff... . 
Floyd Crewdson was here January 19 doing 
routine work on the equipment. 

York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 

Even though Christmas is over, the tele- 
phone girls are still receiving diamonds. 
Proudly showing new rings are Joyce 


Klingsporn and Delores Reetz. ... Ferne 
Wilger is vacationing in Oregon with her 
sister. . . . Our congratulations to Artis 


Bowen on her recent transfer to Superior 
as chief operator. The LT&T ladies 
bowling team is in second place in the city 
tournament. Delores Gardner and Rowena 
Light, doubles, are in third place. . . . Best 
wishes to Edna Pflughaupt on the arrival 
of her third granddaughter. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Service 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


With the passing of January and the com- 
pletion of Withholding Tax Statements, we 
know one employee who feels life is worth 
living again. That is Irene Stolz. She and 
her efficient crew of helpers completed the 


statements in record time this year and had 
them in the hends of the employees about 
a week eerlier then usual. ... We extend 
our congratulations to George Mann who 
wes installed as Master of the Third Veil, 
Lincoln Chepter No. 6 RAM and Sentinel 
in the Lincoln Council No. 4 R & SM at 
a Joint Installation of Officers held Janu- 
cry 5, 1955, Having forgotten how 
treacherous a coating of ice can be, Dick 
Sincleir took off down the street in hot 
pursuit of the 5:00 o’clock bus. It wasn’t 
long before his feet were heading every 
which way and he found himself making 
a four-point landing on the ice. It was an 
unpleasant landing and the presence of 
severe pain in his arm made Dick realize 
he had broken a bone. While Dick’s arm 
is on the mend, company mail is being de- 
livered by Harold Brady... . Another vic- 
tim of the recent icy spell was Marge 
Tvnz, who took en awful spill and wasn’t 
able to get back onto her feet. Fortunately 
the boy friend came to her rescue, picked 
her up and carried her ‘across the thresh- 
hold” into the house. Happily we report 
that Marge’s injuries weren’t serious and 
we’re wondering now if Marge doesn’t have 
a scheme up her sleeve whereby she is 
testing the strength of the boy friend... . 
A happy girl was Joyce Grabowski when 
she received a package from Japan _ re- 
cently. Upon opening it she found a beau- 
tiful set of dishes, service for twelve— 
gift from the fiance. Helen Robison 


traveled to Omaha to be part of the wel- 
coming committee on duty when her first 
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nephew arrived home from the _ hospital. 
She was so proud of the newborn she de- 
cided to spend a week helping him get 
adjusted to all his “changes.” ... We’re 
trying to figure out what type of prize 
should be presented to Wauneta Drake, for 
we’ve discovered she’s been cooking with- 
out the aid of a cook book ever since she 
took her matrimonial vows. There must 
be some sort of an award available for a 
cookbookless homemaker!!!! . The girls 
of the disbursement section had a fare- 
well luncheon at the Cornhusker for Alvina 
Miller Little and presented her with a gift. 
Since arriving in California, Alvina has 
written us saying she likes her new abode 
located at 1931 K, Merced, Calif., quite 
well. .. . John Backstrom was wishing he 
had some knowledge of picking locks the 
other night when he and his wife discov- 
ered they had been locked out of the house 
by daughter Sue. After several unsuccessful 
attempts to arouse the young lady and 
gain admittance, they discovered a neighbor 
who was also keeping late hours, and he put 
through a phone call which finally brought 
Sue to her feet. ... Jean and Loren Leath- 
ermann will always remember their second 
enniversary for it was then they posted a 
meilbox on Normal Blvd. and moved into 
their new home. ... Two VIP’s expected 
home soon from Labrador, where they have 
been on temporary overseas assignment, are 
Judy Barga’s husband and Pat Deinert’s 
ficnce. . . . We’re hoping that all those 
who have been subjected to the flu virus 
ere now feeling their normal selves again. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Lots of snow, ice and cold seems to be 
keeping our people in close to the home 
fires and their TV sets. ... Our only traveler 
was Annette Kasl who has returned from 
a much enjoyed trip to California and Mex- 
ico. She made the mistake of stopping off in 
Las Vegas en route, and was cleaned out by 
one of Nevada’s famous one-armed bandits. 

. Estella Foght spent five days in the 
hospital recently, followed by several more 
at home convalescing. She was a victim of 
Acute Bursitis Inflammation of the Hallux 
Valgus! That’s what the girl said. In more 
understandable language, Estella underwent 
surgery on her foot. We are glad to report 
that she is up and at them again and feel- 
ing fine. . . . Joan Thomsen attended the 
recent wedding of Carol Nelson at Minden. 
Carol is a former employee of the order unit. 

It’s nice to have Eunice Sintek back 
with us, even on a temporary basis. She is 
getting a real workout on the toll study 
which is really keeping the girls of Elinor 
Wunch’s department busy these days. . . 
Rose Poore spent her vacation time en- 
joying her new home... . If you see Margot 
Lucs standing on the corner with a tin 
cup, please contribute what you can. Mar- 
got is our most avid TV fan and since a 
TV repairman dropped her set and fixed 
it—in reverse—Margot is very unhappy. 
. . . Should Blanche Buel greet you with a 
very gay “Bon Jour” don’t give it a sec- 
ond thought. She has as her guest her 
French sister-in-law and Blanche is really 
getting an education in the French langu- 
age. Blanche speaks no French, and her 
sister-in-law speaks no English, but we’re 
betting that doesn’t keep them from gab- 
bing anyway. Takes more than that to keep 
a couple of women from chatting. . . 
Marilyn Fahleson is really beaming these 
days. The reason? A very beautiful new 
diamond. We hear there will be wedding 
bells in the near future. Gerrie Lor- 
enzen was the recipient of some very un- 
welcome attention from a man recently, 
She was stopping at ag stop sign, minding 
her own business, when the man tried to 
meke a turn—a little too fast. The result 
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“Too good to be true,’’ beamed Billy Lant 
end Roy Ojers, retired members of the Nebraska 
City telephone family, as they “accidentally” 
wandered under the mistletoe at the Area holiday 
party. 


was a very wrinkled fender for the Loren- 
zens. ... Cn a recent Sunday Annette and 
Paul Kesl returned from church only to 
discover they had locked the door and left 
the keys inside. Remembering that the 
bathroom window was_ unlocked, Paul 
got the ladder from the garage and made 
his entrance via the bathroom window. 
Turning cround end seeing Annette still 
standing on the ground, he asked, “Aren’t 
you coming in?” But it seems thet Annette 
didn’t enter into the spirit of the thing at 
all and held out for an entrence in a more 
dignified menner—through the door. 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Custodian Forces 
Peul Radebaugh, Correspondent 

Don Holyoke, a member of the U. of N. 
band, went to the Orange Bowl game at 
Miami; did some sightseeing; took a plunge 
in the ocean and a plane ride to Havana, 
Cuba. Don sent back a picture of the 
Havana telephone building which resembled 
more the state capitol. We'll agree with 
his statement that he had a fine time... . 
Dick Hansen was confined to his home with 

neuritis for a couple of weeks. 


Toll Equipment Section 

Judy Whitney, Corresnondent 
Dave Guthrie has been working at Falls 
City for about three weeks helping move 
the toll equipment from the old to new 
building in preparation for the cutover. 
Falls City will soon be dial. . .. The de- 
partment had some pleasant visitors: Robert 
Humiston and Willard Sherman from 
Plattsmouth and Louis Cink from Wahoo. 
They were here two weeks for carrier in- 
struction. Lloyd Buckland is moving 
into his new home at 6821 Walker; while 
Gerald Carter is already settled at his new 
location at 1924 North 26. ... The switch- 
room and toll equipment section are devel- 
oping champion checker players in Al Camp- 
bell and Max Jenkins. It’s hard to pick a 
winner for their games usually end in draws. 

Wire Chief’s Section, 14 & M 

Sharon Caldwell, Correspondent 
Jim Howland and Bob McDowell went 
out on two hunting trips and shot a coyote 
each time. They received a bounty of $2.50 
for each pair of ears, proving there is more 

than one way to add to the income. 

Roy Cleveland, returning from a Florida 
vacation, brought back a fine sunburn and 
tales of 80-degree temperature and deep 
sea fishing. He kept the department mail 
box supplied with post cards telling how 
much he was enjoying himself, which we 
ell thought was a bit unfair. . . . “Red- 
Faced” Livingston, he is called, since Les 
changed a routine for signing orders and 
then forgot about the whole affair. A few 
days later Les took Ray Zimmermen to 
task for not signing his name on his work 
orders, whereupon Ray was happy to re- 
mind Les of his own instructions! It was a 
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Members of the newly formed corporation of 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Lipskey, whose marriage was 
an event of January 20. Mrs. Lipskey is the 
former Sandra Carter, of Lincoln Cable. 


bit embarrassing to Mr. Livingston, to say 
the least. 


Wire Chief’s Section, 21 & L 
Byron Pattison, Correspondent 
Due to an excessive amount of work in 
the department, we have borrowed the fol- 
lowing men from the territory to help with 
installations, removes, etc.: Harold Butler, 
Ashland; Paul Guelker, Beatrice; Arthur 
Balderson, Seward; Melvin Sorenson, Wa- 
hoo; and Virgil Hayes, York. ... The same 
pile of work is the main reason our news 
column for this month must close so 
abruptly. 
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Lillian B. Schafer, 
Associate Editor 


With the holidays gone, so went our 
news, it seems. Everyone is staying home 
catching up on his work, or should we 
have said sleep? . . . Congratulations to Jo 
Varga who is wearing a beautiful diamond. 
... We say lots of luck to Marfae Wergin, 
who is moving to Crete; Alice Dodd to Ft. 
Bliss, Texas, to join her husband; and Ann 
McCabe, who will stay home and become 
a housewife. . On January 13 the girls 
from the “back office” had a party in honor 
of Alice Ward Dodd at Lone Oak. She was 
presented a beautiful silver dish. . . . An- 
other party was held at the home of Cerol 
Wilson January 27. No real reason for 
this one—just wanted a party. .. . The 
new colored telephones have arrived and 
are on display in the business office. 
Five men from the plant department sold 
six extension phones for us in fourteen 
days. Thanks, fellows. . . . Myrtle and 
Frenk Henline journeyed to Red Oak, 
Iowa, to visit friends. They report a very 
enjoyable trip. We are glad to see 
LaVonne Joosten back at her desk again 
cfter an absence of three weeks due _ to 
illness. . . . Marg Whitaker, Joyce Brown 
and Thelma Mahlman braved the cold 
weather to go ice skating. You're right, one 
of them fell! Joyce received a bump on 


Photo by Ray Boling 


Assembled in one long line are the five Lincoln construction trucks and the digger, partially 
hidden by their crews. The trucks from left are identified as Numbers 190, 121, 63, 107, 106 and 57. 
The employees, from left, are: Knud Arngren, Leonard White, Tom Chinnock, Eugene Knipple, E .D. 
Smith, Norman Duer, Glenn McCown, Ross Lane, Arthur Higgins, R. L. Wilson, R. E. Hibbert, Robert 
White, Cloyd Bucknell, Don Boerrigter, Don Utterson, L. V. Shirey, Merle Chamberlain, A. R. Fritz, 
E. J. Hoaglin, E. A. Hlina and Robert Wendell. Crew members not shown are W. Combs, John Hobson, 


Richard Sorenson, Marshall Potter and Earl Lytle. 


the back of her head but she was good as 
new the next day. After they became cold 
end tired they went to Ruth Fulmer’s for 
coffee. We couldn’t count the shirts and 
sweaters Marg had on. For such a little 
gal she sure wore a lot of clothes. It’s a 
wonder she managed to skate ... We were 
well represented in the Ladies’ City Bowl- 
ing Tournament, Januery 26th. Those tak- 
ing part were: Doris Ulmer, Jean Baker, 
Esther Baker, Mary Pohlenz, Norma John- 
son, Nancy Hoffman end Jody Hartley. 
For novices they did real well. ... A very 
interesting visitor in our department is 
William Lee of Taiwen (Formosa) Tele- 
phone Company who is studying our meth- 
ods and procedures, which are closely 
p2rallel to those of his company. Their di- 
rectory has classified pages and they re- 
ceive the same type of complaints as we. 
They have about 12,000 telephones in a 
city of 600,000 people, most of them be- 
ing business phones. Quite a _ contrast 
with our 50,000 telephones per 110,000 
population here in Lincoln. Mr. Lee’s keen 
interest and perception have been much 
appreciated by the entire department. 


construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 
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in to say hello when he was home on leave 
from Camp Cerson, Colorado. ... The flu 
bug has been getting in his licks in the 
construction department and every dey or 
so we hear of a new victim. Fortunately, 
most of these illnesses have been short- 
lived. ... We ere glad to report that Merle 
Heath is improving and plans to return to 
work sometime this month. ... And on the 
other hend, we are sad to report that at 
this writing we have two members of our 
department in the hospital. Earl Lytle is 
at St. Elizabeth’s with a bad knee, injured 


when he fell while rabbit hunting. ... 
Cliff Artz is at Bryan Memorial where he 
is recuperating from surgery on his back. 
As we read this, hope both Cliff and Earl 
are feeling much better. Don Frank- 
forter is taking care of Mr. Artz’ duties 
and manages to find plenty to keep his 
splicers busy. ... As we take a look around 
the territory we find George Wasson and 
crew have just completed the rebuild job 
at Wymore and have moved back to 
Beatrice to do a cable job in the northeast 
part of town and to start the rebuilding of 
the Beatrice farm lines. ... Tommy Hedges 
end crew have moved to Edgar to work a 
town plant repair job but will soon be 
back in Hastings to start a big cable job. 
Jack Keogh and helper Jim Howat are 
splicing the tip cable for this Hastings job 
now. ... In the York area we find Lyle 
Higgins and his helper, Myron Shavlik and 
Mack Nickell and helper, Tom Fuller, 
splicing cable on the York cable relief job. 

Lyle Piper’s crew has started the 
Gresham town plant repair job but is cur- 
rently doing some maintenance work in the 
David City area. At Weeping Water 
we find Paul Wilkinson and crew complet- 
ing a town and rural repair job. Johnny 
Witmer end his helper are doing the cable 
splicing on this job. ... Vern Simpson and 
his gang are moving into Humboldt to work 
2 town job and will go from there to work 
a similar job at Cook. Kenny Peters’ 
crew is working in the vicinity of Tobias. 
... Here in Lincoln we have just recently 
hed a rather unusual job—that of moving 
our underground cable at the West O street 
viaduct to meke room for the piers for 
the new viaduct. Foremen Hibbert, Shirey 
end Fritz end their crews had the assign- 
ment. John Hobson and his crew did the 
drop work in connection with the job. 
Splicers Bob Cardwell, Don Williams, Mack 
Nickell and Don Frankforter and _ their 
helpers Jim Tice, Bob Greb, Tom Fuller 
end Harv Gesch did the splicing. Much 
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careful planning went into this job on the 
part of Ray Boling and Tom Goldenstein 
before the actual work could be started. 
. . Lincoln cable jobs and routine main- 
tenance work are keeping most of our 
splicers busy here in Lincoln, also the crews 
of Alfred Fritz end Babe Combs. Combs’ 
crew is being very ably run by Ed Smith 
while Mr. Combs is serving on the jury. 


eneral . 

7 commercial 
Ruth Kadavy 

Associate Editor 


We have all enjoyed the visit of Mr. 
William W. Lee the past few weeks. Mr. 
Lee, who is the chief of traffic and com- 
mercial departments of the Taiwan Tele- 
communications Administration, Ministry of 
Communications, in Tapei, Taiwan, Re- 
public of China, has been studying our 
methods and practices. It has been very 
interesting and educational to have him 
with us. . . . Pat Tolhurst, our sports fan, 
is again lending her support to our com- 
pany’s volleyball team. From reports of 
some of the other girls who have watched 
the games, the telephone gals are hard to 
beat. . . . Speaking of Pat, she enter- 
tained the general commercial girls at her 
home in Raymond one evening. After ex- 
ploring the country between Lincoln and 
Raymond, we finally arrived at our des- 
tination, and a good time was had by all. 
A version of “The Name’s The Same,” using 
names of Telephone Company personnel, 
made up the entertainment, and the bet- 
ting was wild. (With play money, of course.) 

. . Joan Moorberg of the personnel de- 
partment was the hostess for another party, 
which was equally as much fun as the first 
one. Betty Miles, formerly secretary in 
the Eastern district office, was the honored 


guest. . . . Marlene Kuhl is very proud of 
her new nephew, Keith, who was born in 
January. ...K. J. Boshart has been travel- 


ing to various points in our territory lately, 
showing Mr. Lee some of our largest and 
smallest exchanges. 


Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


Genevieve Griffin’s picture appeared on 
a television newscast when she was shown 
presenting a check to Governor Anderson’s 
wife. The check was a $300 contribution 
to the March of Dimes from the operators’ 
snack bar fund. It might be interesting to 
know that since the girls have had a coke 
machine and a snack bar, over $1,300 have 
been donated or spent for flowers, etc... .- 
Georgia Smith has been busy getting set- 
tled since she traded houses. It seems the 
old drapes don’t fit the new windows or 
there are too many new windows! ... Our 
January snows not only brought out over- 
shoes but also brought some smiles. Frances 
Biallas had a problem of her shoes not fit- 
ting her boots and Betty Jensen really 
cooled herself off one day when the door 


shut, locking her outdoors clothed in a 
brunch coat. Both adventures are recreated 
on the back page. One of the most 
beautiful diamonds to make its appearance 
in this office is gracing the finger of Velda 
Williams. As yet her plans are indefinite. 
This was an unsual month as there 
were no vacations. We thought La Verne 
Rudell had taken a week’s trip but she 
was home battling a virus infection. 
We’ve missed Helen QGuelker’s cheerful 
smile and are glad to report she is recov- 
ering from a serious heart operation and 
at this writing is able to sit up. ... One 
night when Mary Jane Arthur called to 
order the cabs she almost fell over because 
a mortuary answered! We don’t know 
whether her subconscious mind directed the 
dialing or an impatient subscriber willed it, 
but believe us, Mary Jane, we’re not that 
dead! ... If anyone has an old feather 
duster at home, please contact Evelyn 
Soukup. She was attempting to remove 
a band from her canary’s leg when he 
flew away, leaving all of his tail feathers 
in Evelyn’s hand! The bird cannot balance 
himself now and has to sit silent and 
unhappy on the floor of his cage. We’re sure 
some new feathers would be appreciated! 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 
Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 

Mery ‘Tice, Cafeteria, is probably one 
of the first telephone company employees 
to have a vacation in 1955. Actually, the 
vacation was the last two weeks of 
1954 and Mary decided that wasn’t long 
enough, so, being the cook she is, she 
stretched it on her own time into 1955. 
The focal point of interest was Los Angeles 
and her sister. But, Mary viewed all of 
the points of interest of the Golden West 
in that vicinity, including the Parade of 
Roses. Another very interesting experience 
for Mary was her visit to the “Bit of 
Sweden,” a smorgasbord restaurant where 
they served eighty-two different kinds of 
food. So, look out, all of you Cafeteria 
patrons, we’re in for some new and fancy 
dishes! Houghton Furr, secretary- 
treasurer, was in Washington, D. C. during 
the second week of January. Mr. Furr is 
attached to the legal department of a re- 
serve air force unit in Omaha. The unit was 
on what is known as a training exercise. 
During the time he was in Washington, 
he was admitted to the bars of the United 
States Supreme Court and the United 
States Court of Military Appeals. In case 
any of you get “in limbo” with Uncle Sam, 
take yourself, if you can, to our genial 
secretary-treasurer and it just may be he 
can help you. Congratulations, Mr. Furr! 
An interesting sidelight (he would talk 
about) in connection with the trip was 
the fact that the plane on which Mr. Furr 
was taking this flight training exercise was 
piloted by a young man with whom he 
had flown during World War II and had not 
seen since. They had old home week pronto. 
It’s a small world and getting more so all 
the time. . . . Lloyd Jenkins, our first aid 


instructor, has been doing his part to help 
keep down the number of accidents. On 
January 24, he conducted a general safety 
meeting with the construction crews work- 
ing out of Lincoln. The subject discussed 
was good working habits and importance 
of knowing your job well and understand- 
ing all the hazards of your job —all im- 
portant points for anyone. On January 25, 
he held the fourth in a series of first aid 
meetings with the toll equipment em- 
ployees. Following, there was a session on 
applying bandages and artificial respira- 
tion. On January 26, he arranged for a 
guest speaker from the State Safety Patrol 
to talk before a group of Lincoln combin- 
ationmen and installers. Adverse weather 
conditions prevented Lloyd from appear- 


ing at Tecumseh and Auburn,’ and 
illness prevented him from _ appearing 
at Seward and David City. However, 


he plans to visit them when the necessary 
arrangements can be worked out. ... To 
Thelma Spellman, the pleasant lady who 
takes your money from you so painlessly 
in the Cafeteria, our sincere thanks. Thelma 
has agreed to “cover the news’? where the 
elite meet to eat. ... John Reed, General 
Plant, and Ernie Royce, Supply, were in 
Omaha recently on business and took time 
out to call on Glenn Obert. Glenn appre- 
ciates his callers so very much and any of 
you folks who are in Omaha are urged to 
pay him a visit. You’ll come away count- 
ing your blessings. . . . Art Keckler, plant 
training supervisor, continues with his in- 
structional classes on pay stations. During 
the past month he has held classes in Be- 
atrice, Fairbury, and Wilber. . Visitors 
in the general plant office the past month 
included Joy Dobbs, John McKinzie, Dean 
Donoho (formerly employed in Central 
District Plant), Tom Risser, and Forrest 
Behm. Mr. and Mrs. Risser are cur- 
rently in Fayetieville, Arkansas, visiting 
Mrs. Risser’s sister. 
eS RS i tc 


“Il was just standing there, minding my own 
business, when—WHAMMY!” And such was the 
fate of our big toll pole at the corner of 35 & 
O, Lincoln, as it was sheared off by a big truck 
that couldn’t make the corner on a slippery 
January morning. Les Shirley’s crew were soon 
on the job to make repairs. 
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a tH Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


A long letter and pictures received here 
from Mr. Stacy gave us a vivid description 
of Trinidad, British West Indies, with its 
mountains, seashore aplenty, and abundent 
supply of poinsettias and orchids. The 
Stacys are settled in an interesting looking 
cottage and are enjoying every minute of 
their visit to the island. His letter is being 
kept available to any others wh» are inter- 
ested in reading it... . Bill Birdsley chose 
to leave us this month to transfer to switch- 
room work. Good luck in your new assign- 
ment, Bill. ... Mavis Vermeer is the happy 
and proud possessor of a third-finger, left 
hand attraction; but we can’t get her to 
reveal the date. Auto Mechanics Bill 
Hartz, Red Frazier, and “Barney” Barnett 
are attending a twelve-week night school 
automotive electrical training course con- 
ducted by Delco-Remey and Auto Lite. Bill 
and Red made an enviable record last 
spring in a similar course on carburetors 
conducted by Carter Carburetor Company. 
Keeping up with new devices in the motor 
vehicle repair and maintenance field is no 
small task. Welton Grant’s daughter 
and family visited in Lincoln recently. She 
will be remembered as Sally Grant, a for- 
mer Local Commercial employee. She now 
lives in Norfolk, Virginia, where her hus- 
band is stationed at a Navy base. They 
have two daughters. . Lester Ellis, our 
part-time farmer, is now enjoying healthful 
but cheap goat milk. He says this is a 
good way to cut down on the grocery bill 
for a family of four—that is, of course, if 
you feed and house the goat! ... Ernie 
Royce merits sympathy, and there is no 
doubt about it. He had to move all his 
belongings and set up housekeeping in 
temporary quarters for a fifteen-day period 
between the date when he gave possession 
to the new owner of his old house and 
took possession from the old owner of his 
new house. Mixed up? So is Ernie—he’s 
fit to be tied. On the second day at his 
temporary quarters he was beset with a 
hard luck streak. He damaged a tire in 
parking and driving away from the _ ice- 
covered curb; the hot water heater (in the 
house) collapsed, and the picture tube in 
the TV set gave up the battle right in the 
best part of their favorite program. As if 
this wasn’t enough, when the garbage man 
arrived he backed his truck into the drive- 
way and damaged a front fender of Ernie’s 
car in the maneuver. .. . The newest addi- 
tion to the heavy truck fleet will be put in 
service soon. This truck is unique in that 
it is equipped with both front and rear 
mountings for the derrick and hole digger. 
The truck has power steering, which is 
unusual for this type equipment. These 
innovations, together with cab over engine 
arrangement and separately heated crew 
compartment, will provide a crew with the 
very latest in line construction trucks. 


York Traffic, had her shoe 
waded a drift 


‘Jean Heyen, 
filled with snow as_ she 
near the central office. She attempted 
to shake it out with a vigorous kick 
but the shoe broke loose from her foot 
sand.soared in a long arc toward the 
middle of a puddle of water. Jean had 


to stand on one foot while Alice Peters 
rescued and drained the wayward shoe. 


Betty Jensen, Lin- 
coln Traffic, was 
leisurely prepar- 
ing to report for 
_duty when she 
stepped into. the 
wae hall to get ‘the 
ivr paper and heard 

the door close be- 
She was locked out! Clad 


hind her. 
in a thin house coat she was in no po- 


sition to brave the weather, so her 
roommate Marilyn Jensen was forced to 
leave the board, rush home and unlock 
the door. Despite all the confusion, 
Betty made it to work on time. 


(‘LL TEACH YOu To CROSS 
ON THE GREEN LIGHT ! 
TAKE THAT! 


Wriver Ralph Cuiver patiently waited 


for the green light to drive across an - 
parking stall be- 


intersection to a 
yond. He noted that a pedestrian 
stepped off the curb as the light 
changed and almost walked into his car 
as it whizzed by. Ralph parked the 
Car in the vacant stall and squeezed 
out from under the steering wheel. At 
that moment he was confronted by the 


angry pedestrian who, in a few brief 
seconds (1) called him a_e fighting 
name, (2) punched him on the jaw and 


(3) retired from the field of action 
at a fast pace. Ralph and his passen- 
per, trnie Royce, and a _ nearby cop 
pursued the jay-walking villain but 
were unable to find any trace of him. 


OS 


The first indication that he had 
been gaining weight came to Don 
Christle, Engineering, as he 
leaned far over to get a book 
from a lower drawer of the file 
and felt the entire seat of his 
pants break out from the strain. 


ing. 


GOLLY / 
| FORGOT TO 


BRING MY SHOES 


Frances Biallas' shoes do not fit 
her boots, so she decided to carry 
the shoes while wading through 
snow to work at Lincoln Traffic. 
Only when she reached her’ locker 
did she realize that she had come 
empty-handed...and the shoes were 
still at home, wrapped in a neat 
bundle. 


- Houghton Furr, 
beside 


> BUT OPERATOR 
| WANT THE 


STARVATION ARMY 
JUST LIKE 11'S 
WRITTEN ON 


| WANTA 
MOUTHPIECE. ! 


Rod Andrews looks inno- 
cent and probably is, but 
a man giving that name is 
credited with outrunning 
the weather as he _ fled 
ahead of an approaching 
storm on the highway east 
of Hebron, The motorist 
would have beaten the 
blizzard into Lincoln had 
not the State Patrol 
interfered with his pro- 
ject as he passeg thru 
Fairbury. 


toll 


Carolyn Fisbeck, 


training 
Fairbury, didn't quite 
catch the name of the 
called subscriber as 
she filled out her 
ticket. Hence she an- 
nounced to the Lincoln 
operator, "Fairbury is 
calling the Starvation 
Army.'' 


WHAT WILL 
MAMA SAY 


When Deroy Helfer, 
Arthur Keckler over to see his apartment he had no 
idea they would find the place f 
It seems Veroy's wife 


day and had left explicit instructions for cooking 
Helfer had to do was 


at a certain hour...but cer- 


tainly not at the time he left for work that morn- 
and had turned on the 


the evening roast. 
light the oven fire 


Deroy was forgetful, 
flame several hours too early. 


secretary-treasurer, 
a newsstand scanning the headlines of the 
daily paper when a man walked past, dropped a dime 
in his hand and gruffly told him 
and not be a piker. 
til he identified the receding comedian as Charlie 
Meshier, of Central Plant. 


student ati 


Nebraska .City Plant, 


had gone 


All Mr. 


was Standing 


to buy the paper 
Mr. Furr was fighting mad un- 


Rumors of a feud at’ the Friend 
office are completely unfounded. 
Cashier Hotilda Eurich's facial 
bruises resulted from the 
effects of some dental work and 
the bandages worn by Manager id 
Massie cover the scars of some 
minor facial surgery. We hope 
our -customers will not be so 


hasty in arriving at conclusions 
hereafter. 


invited 


jlled with smoke. 
to Omaha for the 


. 


Annual Report to\LT&T Employees 


Annual Report to LI&I Employees 


for the year 


For LT&T 1954 was a year of progress. Highlighting the year 
was the continued demand for telephone service and a surprising 


surge in toll revenues. We came a long way toward giving our 


1954 


poe 


The rush of orders was so great in Lincoln that, for the first time in 
history, two IBM electric typewriters were pressed into use for typing LT 50s. 
Joann Varga, left, and Thelma Mahlman spent most of their working 
hours during 1954 at the mammoth task. 


At the end of the year 1,496 employees were on LT&T’s pay- 
roll—606 men and 890 women. 


Good wages, job security and training, opportunity for advance- 
ment, pension and benefit plans, good working conditions—all are 
important in attracting and retaining employees with ability, char- 
acter and experience. 


Total wages paid employees during 1954 amounted to 
$4,844,299, representing 50% of our operating revenues and 
averaging nearly $90 more for each employee than in 1953. 


An Induction Program for new employees was introduced in 
March and became a permanent factor in the training and orienta- 
tion of new members in our organization. Supervisor training was 
continued through the year in the Human Relations in Management 
Classes at Lincoln, Nebraska City, Wahoo, Beatrice and Hastings. 

Four vocational training classes were held during the spring of 
1954 with 79 employees successfully completing the courses. 

A well balanced program of employee athletic activities, picnics, 
parties and social events was maintained through the year. 


There were 164 on service pension rolls at the year’s end and 


SERVICE 


EMPLOYEES WAGES, BENEFITS 


customers the kind of service they desired and deserve. 


And now that the records for the year have all been entered 
and balanced, they stand in mute testimony to the labors and skill 


of employees in all stations of LT&T’s organization. These were 
the ingredients which made possible the report of progress which 


is summarized below: 


Sustained by favorable business and agricultural conditions, the 
total number of subscribers continued to climb. At the end of 
1954 LT&T had 117,793 telephones in service, an increase of 4,289 
fer the year. Lincoln’s 50,000th telephone was installed in August. 


More than 73 per cent of all company telephones are now dial 
cperated. 


Over 227,000,000 local calls were made throughout the terri- 
tory during the year. 

The cost of furnishing service continued to increase. In 1940 
the average investment per telephone in service was $199. Each of 


our stations gained during 1954 represents an added investment of 
$447. 


Forty-two outdoor pay telephones were in service at the year’s 
end. 


Net additions to telephone plant amounted to nearly $2,000,000 
in 1954, bringing our total plant worth to more than $31,000,000. 


Long distance calls for 1954 averaged 11,475 daily, about 
1.5% above 1953 and 46% above World War Il year levels. 


After the first full year’s operation of Lincoln’s new toll switch- 
board, hub of long distance dialing in southeast Nebraska, our 
operators dial about 40% of their calls straight through to distant 
telephones, and this percentage is steadily increasing. 


six receiving disability pensions. Total payments made to this group 
amounted to $135,595. The amount set aside for pension accruals 
was $459,626. 


Prcmotions came to 131 employees during 1954. A general 
wage increase took effect in November. 


‘ 
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Telephone men responded to the opportunity for vocational training 
by turning out in great numbers for the evening classes conducted by 
LT&T personnel. 
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LT&T’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


The company took time out during this busy year to observe its 
fiftieth birthday. It was half a century ago last June the Lincoln 
dial exchange began furnishing service to its 1,800 original sub- 


scribers. How we have grown! 


The story ot LT&T’s progress of 50 years was recorded on film— 
in sound and color—and shown to more than 20,000 of our friends 
and customers during 1954. The title of the motion picture is 


“Milestones of Service.” 


A series of ‘‘open houses’”’ at Lincoln’s new 15th Street building 
and at 23 other principal exchanges met with fine response from the 
public, with over 36,000 people attending. 


The history of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company 
was compiled and published in 11 installments in the Lincoln Tele- 


phone News from January to December 1954. 


Professional actors were used in the scenes for the introduction and 
finale of ‘’Milestones of Service.”” Here, A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, 
at left, assists cameraman-producer H. F. Chenoweth on one of the sets. 
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Open Houses were held at 23 points throughout the territory. In the 
scene above are visitors clustered about the Syracuse switchboard. Chief 
Operator Sophia Windels stands at left. 


Sei ADELE: Beer 


Open House at Lincoln’s new equipment building was held especially 
for employees and their families on January 8. For weeks afterward invited 
groups streamed through in almost daily processions. 


MICROWAVE 
AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 


The company entered the field of microwave channel service for 
reception of network television programs by station KOLN-TV at 
Lincoln. The microwave leg is beamed from Omaha to a tower 
aiop the 15th Street building at Lincoln through an intermediate 
tower at Gretna. The equipment was placed into service June 6. 


A new rural cable was introduced for use in extending lines in 
sparsely settled communities. Its composition consists of six plastic- 
insulated pairs twisted about a high strength steel core wire. 


A new type cable for urban use also made its appearance. The 
familiar lead sheath giving way to a polyethylene jacket. A die 


cast splicing case being used at junction points and terminals. 


There was much speculation among Lincoln residents during 
the spring of 1954 as a tall steel tower climbed skyward from the 
new eauipment building. On reaching its final height of 206 feet 
above the street level a huge “‘dish’’ was mounted near the top 
fastening its sight on a similar object mounted on a tower 
at Gretna. Thus a microwave channel was beamed from 
Omaha to Lincoln and LT&T became a part of the nationwide 
network of airwave communications. 
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Annual Report—Continued 


TAXES 


The “‘iuxury’’ excise tax on telephone usage, held over from 
war times, was finally reduced on April 1 from 25% on long dis- 
tance service and 15% on local service to 10% on both services. 
A $600,000 savings resulted for LT&T customers. Even with this 
reduction Federal excise taxes on our service last year amounted 
to $1,033,569. 


Federal income taxes increased to a record figure of $910,000. 
General taxes also were at an all-time high; up 19% to $663,000. 
Altogether taxes last year cost LT&T customers an average of 
$22.69 for every telephone in service. 


FINANCIAL 


Ardith Macaluso, right, represents the average LT&T customer paying 
her annual tax bill for telephone service and tolls which, in 1954, amounted 
to $22.69. The teller is Nancy Hoffman. Both ladies work in the Lincoln 
Business Office. 


In October the common stockholders were offered the right to 
subscribe to 9,623 shares of common stock at $26 per share on 
the basis of one share for each 19 shares of common stock held. 
The offered shares were all subscribed. Regular quarterly dividends 
were maintained at the rate of $5.00 per share on the preferred 


Employees Burn Night Oil--and Gas--To Attend Vocational Classes 


By John S. Reed 


At left and above are the two sections of the class in Automatic Dial 
. . 2 Switching conducted by Al Ager. The combined groups have an enrollment 
Since early in February LT&T employees have been attend- of 41, though more are often in attendance. The classes meet on Monday 


ing adult evening vocational classes conducted by instructors "4 Tuesday evenings. 
recruited from their ranks. Subjects and class leaders are 
as follows: 


Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching, Allan L. Ager. 
Fundamentals of PBX and PABX Operation, Norris E. 
Hammond and Robert W. Swanson. 


Mechanical Drawing and Blue Print Reading, E. C. Schrank. 


and $1.50 per share on the common stock. 


The company’s financial condition at the year’s end was very 
good. Revenues increased 11% over 1953 due to growth, higher 
toll message returns and the full year’s benefit of the increase in 
rates which took effect in August 1953. Expenses, excluding oper- 
ating taxes, increased 4.4% over 1953. Higher payrolls and 
Greater depreciation expense were largely responsible for this. 


OUR 1954 INCOME WAS: 


PYG LOCO! SERVICE si isccingnscwostaneuieseeriewcisa Mocuse $6,032,469 
Pr TU ss recs ee es ee re 3,318,813 
Other (Including directory advertising) .............. 307,141 
DAGISIAG: OC: TORN OTe esse ese eeeceenacen $9,658,423 


What We Spent >» » > 


€ €@€ € What We Earned 


OUR 1954 EXPENSES WERE: 


Wages 
Portion Chargeable to Expense Accounts 
Only, Including Social Security Taxes and 


PensiOn COSTS oo es kine cee ta bees oan $4,593,067 
Materials 

Supplies and Services Received ...-...-....------ },055;625 
Depreciation 

Wear and Tear on Telephone Plant ..........-- L0e2Z.125 
Taxes 

Except Social Security and Excise .....-..-....- 1,480,382 
PR CGOSE 55 icine cece ic cman reeees eetanengeeese 418,205 

TRINGIY? , aislddebesuahauwasnievadcrncaeeeetasn pie teeerees $8,629,604 


From a Balance of $1,028,819 


The Owners of LT&T received $502,867 


_and the Margin of Safety, to be reinvested in telephone plant was $525,952 
af 4 le 


Subscribers’ Station Installation and Repair, Byron D. 
Pattison. 


That these vocational classes are meeting a definite need is 
indicated by the large number of LT&T men coming in 
from the territory to attend classes one or more than one 
night a week. The following are enrolled from outside 
Lincoln. 


Benjamin Anderson, Plattsmouth; John Behrns, David City; 
William Behrns, Wahoo; Gerald Caley, Fairbury; Louis Cink, Wahoo; 
Claude Clary, Plattsmouth; Oscar Dill, David City; Warren Eltiste, 
Weeping Water; Vance Embrey, York; K. J. Ferguson, David City; 
D. L. Fisher, Beatrice; Frank Fisher, Beatrice; L. A. Genrich, Beatrice; 
D. C. Gilmore, Beatrice; Durwood Gollehon, Fairbury; Duane Grove, 
York; H. F. Hansen, David City; G. W. Heikes, Beatrice; F. O. 
Jurgens, Beatrice; E. J. Jungck, Beatrice; C. H. Kermoade, Western; 
Marvin Koch, Plattsmouth; James Landenburger, Friend; L. H. 
Lane, Weeping Water; E. D. Mather, Plattsmouth; F. D. Nave, 
Fairbury; S. G. Nelson, York; D. W. Norton, Crete; C. J. Novak, 
Ashland; A. J. Parde, Beatrice; E. G. Piper, Wahoo; J. H. Roland, 
David City; J. L. Ruble, Fairbury; D. G. Rutledge, Weeping Water; 
E. H. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury; M. D. Sorenson, Wahoo; A. E. 
Stansbury, Beatrice; D. R. Schark, Beatrice; D. J. Sullivan, Fairbury; 
J. E. Turner, Beatrice; L. W. Winscot, David City. 

This is the second year that the current series of vocational 
classes have been offered by the personnel department, and 
the response in employee enrollment has been most gratify- 
ing. It is becoming more apparent that career telephone 
men must have access to a continuing source of technical 
information to keep abreast with the rapid developments 
in the industry. 

The classes are held on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Triday nights. The enrollment for one of the classes was 
so large that it was necessary to divide its membership. 
Thus five groups are in session this year, carrying a total 
enrollment of 89. The courses extend over a period of 
nine successive weeks and are furnished without cost to 
the student except for some minor expense for books and 
pamphlets. 
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Nitros 


Byron D. Pattison, at left, calls the roll of his class in Subscribers’ 
Station Installation and Repair. This group of 23 regular members meets 
on Friday evenings. 
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Eugene Schrank leads a group of eight in a study of Elementary 
Mechanical Drawing. They gather on Thursday evenings. 
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Robert Swanson, standing at left, and Norris Hammond, at right, share 
responsibilities in leading the class on PBX and PABX Operation on 
Tuesday evenings. 
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Paul H. 


In New Positions Are Howard Spahnle, 


Henson 


Eastern District Manager; 


Tyler Ryan, Commercial Engineer; Joe Adamson, Area Manager Tecumseh; 


and George Eggleston, Area Manager Pawnee City 


Paul H. Henson, former eastern district manager, has 
been appointed chief engineer, a position vacated through 
the death of Cecil C. Donley last December and administered 
since that time by A. O. Andrews, as acting chief engineer. 
The appointment was announced by Merle M. Hale, vice 
president, and became effective March 1. 

The promotion comes as little surprise to those who 
are familiar with the qualifications of Mr. Henson. It ex- 
emplifies the inherent possibilities for advancement within 
our own organization. 

His name was first inscribed on the payroll as a ware- 

houseman in May 1942. Paul worked during the summer 
and retained part-time employment when he returned to uni- 
versity that fall, gathering age for his entrance into military 
service. 
In August 1943 he joined the Army Air Corps as a 
private, for training at Miami Beach. In September he was 
accepted as an aviation cadet and assigned for initial flight 
study at Syracuse University. He was commissioned lieu- 
tenant early in the year 1945, and later flew in the Asiatic 
Theater before returning to employment as warehouseman 
in January 1946. 

Following the war he served for some years with the 
Nebraska Air Guard, attaining the rank of captain. Late 
in the year 1946 he was transferred to the general traffic 
department as advanced clerk. There Paul’s marked abilities 
were soon apparent, and brought his first promotion as 
equipment engineer in February 1948. 

In July of the same year Mr. Henson went to the engi- 
neering department as junior engineer. Meanwhile he pur- 
sued his studies at the University of Nebraska, receiving 
a Master of Science degree in electrical engineering. More 
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recently he has supplemented this with further work toward 
a Doctor’s degree in the fields of physics and mathematics 
under the H. H. Wheeler research fellowship. 

When Mr. Henson was selected eastern district manager 
in May 1954, opportunities were afforded for gathering ex- 
perience in nearly all segments of the telephone business; 
experience which should be of great value in meeting the 
multiform problems of his new position. 

As a member of the plant sub-committee of the United 
States Independent Telephone Association, Mr. Henson has 
made several appearances as a speaker on engineering and 
technical subjects at national meetings of that organization. 
He is a member of the Society of Professional Engineers, 
American Institute of Electrical Engineering, Institute of 
Radio Engineering and the honorary engineering and sci- 
ence societies of Sigma Xi, Eta Kappa Nu and Sigma Tau. 
He also holds membership in the American Legion, Sertoma 
Club, Masonic Lodge, and serves on the Board of Trustees of 
First Presbyterian Church at Lincoln. 

Howard W. Spahnle has been selected to succeed Mr. 
Henson as eastern district manager. For the past three 
years he has been commercial engineer on the staff of the 
general commercial superintendent. Now approaching the 
quarter-century mark as a member of the industry, Mr. 
Spahnle brings to his new position a wide range of experience 
and training. 

First joining the company in April 1932 as a commis- 
sion salesman in the Lincoln business office, Mr, Spahnle 
was consistently at the head of the sales ratings through the 
depression times. During 1935 and 1936 he was assigned 
to the Hastings commercial office, returning to Lincoln in 
1937 as commercial representative. 
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Howard W. Spahnle 
District Manager 


Eastern District 


He was one of the cadre of communications officers 
formed from company employees and in September 1942 
was called into active duty for officer’s training at Asbury 
Park, New Jersey, where he was commissioned a first lieu- 
tenant. 

Selected to attend the Command and General Staff 
School at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, he graduated with the 
rank of captain. He was stationed in the Northwest Theater 
with the 14th Signal Service Company until the war's end, 
being discharged in October 1945 with the rank of major. 


In 1946 Mr. Spahnle became directory compilation 
supervisor; directory manager in 1950; sales manager in 1951 
and in April 1952 he received his appointment as commercial 
engineer. 

Active in civic and fraternal circles, he is president of 
the Lincoln Optimist Club, chairman of the Contact Club of 
the Chamber of Commerce and first vice chairman of the 
Lancaster County Chapter, American Red Cross. Mr. Spahnle 
is also a member of the American Legion, Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association, Elks and Masonic Lodges and 


Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 

Tyler Ryan's return to Lincoln as commercial engineer 
completes a circle of experience covering more than 20 years 
since he came to the company in April 1934 as a salesman 
in the Lincoln business office. Two years later he trans- 
ferred to David City as clerk. In 1938 he became manager 
of the Milford exchange and the next year was appointed 
assistant area manager for the Seward area. In 1941 he 
moved to Humboldt as manager and in 1942 was named 
area manager at Wilber, a position he held at the time of 
his entry into military service in May 1944. 

Returning to the company in 1945, he served as district 


clerk at Beatrice until his appointment in 
April 1946 as area manager at Tecumseh. 


Mr. Ryan, too, is active in commu: 
nity work, serving currently as chairman 
of the executive committee for the John- 
son County Chapter, National Founda- 
tion for Infantile Paralysis. He is past 
president of Kiwanis and a member of 
the American Legion, Tecumseh Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Humboldt Masonic | a 
Lodge and the Frank H. Woods Chapter George E. Eggleston 


; Area Manager 
of Independent Telephone Pioneers. Pawnee City 


Tyler Ryan 
Commercial 


Engineer 


The promotion of Joseph D. Adamson to the position 
of area manager at Tecumseh was announced by Clyde 
Burge, southern district manager. Mr. Adamson joined the 
company in 1946 as an installer and repairman at Nelson. 
He later worked at Superior and Edgar before being desig- 
nated manager at the latter exchange in February 1951. In 
September of the same year he went to Hastings as district 
clerk. In this position Mr. Adamson has found opportunity 
to become familiar with area and district routine. During 
the past year he made weekly visits to Lincoln to complete 
the company’s course in Human Relations in Management 
and in turn has conducted classes in the course for super- 
visory personnel of the Western District. 


George E. Eggleston, former exchange manager at Paw- 
nee City, has been promoted to area manager of the newly- 
created Pawnee City area. This will comprise the exchanges 
of Pawnee City, Steinauer, Burchard, Table Rock, Hum- 
boldt and Dawson. The first four exchanges were formerly 
under the supervision of the Tecumseh area manager. Hum- 
boldt and Dawson were supervised from the Auburn area 
office. 

Mr. Eggleston has been with LT&T since 1942 when he 
was employed as shopman in the supply department at Lin- 
coln. He became a combinationman in 1943, moving to Beat- 
rice where he was assigned principally to cable work. The fol- 
lowing year he was transferred to Auburn as combinationman 
and worked there until July 1945 when he entered military 
service. George was stationed at Great Lakes, Illinois, and was 
attending Hugh Manley Naval Training School at the time of 
the cessation of hostilities. With his return to active employ- 
ment in 1946 he was assigned for several 
months to work with dial switching 
equipment at Lincoln after which he 
went back to Auburn as combinationman. 
His appointment as exchange manager at 
Pawnee City came in January 1951. 


The News undoubtedly speaks for 
employees generally in congratulating 
these five happy men on their well- 
deserved promotions, and expressing con- 
Joseph D. Adamson = fidence that they will competently fill 


Area Manager : : . 
Tecumseh their respective assignments. 
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LAWSON ON NATIONAL CONFERENCE HOOK-UP 


K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent, was 
guest speaker on the agenda of an inter-company Right- 
of-Way “sales meeting” on March 2. The meeting utilized 
telephone conference facilities and covered a large part 
of the United States in its scope. 

Arranged by AT&T and associated Bell companies, 
the purpose of the telephone gathering was to discuss the 
progress and problems in furnishing communication services 
of various kinds to large utility and service corporations 
referred to as right-of-way companies. 

As chairman of the USITA Committee on Liaison 
with Private Communication Systems, Mr. Lawson spoke 
for about five minutes on “The Independent’s Interest in 
Right-of-Way.” He suggested a working formula of co- 
operative selling and a free flow of information between 
Bell and Independent companies involved in any given 
right-of-way situation. 

The conference lasted for more than an hour. The 
dozen other speakers on the agenda were mainly from the 
eastern and central sections of the nation. 


Let's Meet Our New Employees 


Date 
Name Position Exchange Emp. 
ACCOUNTING 
Bernetta Ohnoutka...................... Machine Operator...................ccceeeceseeeeeeeeeeeees 2-14 
COMMERCIAL 
Weary Bl:  POSCCE scceccccsssncisenscanzesciads) Clerk (PAT. ) -.s0:sscccssevseense Lincoln ............ 1-27 
Betty J. Peoples........................000 Sr ead scsscaresvesssecisvencis Syracuse _........ 1-26 
PLANT 
Pamvig, Fe: BRAUN EE isc ccccsisccescceasdas Janitress (P.T..)................. 6) i, 2-11 
TRAFFIC 

Rosa: Ls;. AYU AE isc cctcdediskcotssconies ONCTAtOF: fcaindidccnisiek Lincoln. ............. 2-14 
Carolyn G. Bowers...................... Operator (Po Jiincceas Plattsmouth ....1-31 
117 5 a, Ae Cm el Eh | eee (Gh of iat: 0) ene a Lincoln ............. 2- 7 
Carol &. Cramer. :icicccciccccviccconeses CDOT ALON iveiesccicdscnecceicescaservexs ks fn) gl eee 2-21 
Shirley C. Johnson......................Operator....... SueNeeneceasicensaeek LINCOM. scccccece0: 1-31 
Alice M. Miller (Re-emp..)........ Operator (P.T.).......... ......W. Water ........ 1-24 
Bd so ig 4 a o's 6) ee ODOR BGO i iscicccccsiacesaistcictings Lincoln ............ 1-24 
Dorothy A. Richard....... edit enstads (je) jf: 8 2) yee en enone Emenee EANCGIN:» icccrincces 2-14 
LaVella B. Schwartz...........0....... COPELALON «2. -cscsemresisscicans, Fairbury ........... 2- 7 
Janice R. Street........ sutictessh sTeawessae Operator.... .. ert en akea as Lincoln. ............. 2-14 
Marylyn J. Williss........................ COOET ELON Cascio: Lincoln ............ 1-24 


~ FORTY-NINERS SET THEIR FUN TO MUSIC 


We don’t hear so much of the “Forty-Niners” square 
dance club since it forsook the 14th and M basement club 
rooms as a seat of operations and migrated to the Bethany 
Community House. The camera paid the club a visit at its 
Valentine dance and found it grown by several squares with 
everyone contributing to the uninhibited joy of the occasion. 

One of the features of this year’s series of dances has 
been the outstanding decorations prepared for special occa- 
sions by George Keith, who is seen swinging toward the 
camera in the square at left. 

Officers for the current season are Floyd Barnett, 
Garage, president; August Brunke, Cable, vice president; 
and Don Swanson, Engineering, secretary-treasurer. The 
club membership is anxious that all telephone folk know of 
the good times they are having and would be glad to hear 
of anyone wishing to join in the fun. 


“=-THE MORE WE GET TOGETHER--" 


* SRS es 


“peer e Pe 


Part of the group of 80 Lincoln Traffic merry-makers 
who were in attendance at the departmental party of 
February 22. Lincoln Traffic has recently discovered that 
it is possible to hold regular get-togethers with expenses 
paid from the “profits” of their own coffee-snack bar and 
vending machines. The February gathering was held in 
“going-away honors” to Amelia Christopher (first row, 
at right), who has made a multitude of friends in her post 
as lounge attendant during the past several years, Mrs. 
Christopher bore the rare distinction of being the eldest of 
three generations to be working for the company. Her 
daughter, Pearl Lawson, is a member of Lincoln Traffic. 
Her granddaughter, Joanne Varga, is in Lincoln Commercial. 
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RETIRED PIONEERS FORM CLUB 


President Gorman acted as photographer at the formative meeting. 
“Life members” present included Bert R. Overcash, Lucy B. Lyle, Bert 
Huddleston, William Hassler, Ethel Prescott, Mayme Carroll, Charlotta 
Westley, Nona Brusnahan, S. J. Dennis and Bertha Sharp. Standing are 
members of the Fellowship Committee: Marie Vidlock, Ray Baldwin, Marcia 
Watson, Ernest Royce, sub-chairman, and Myrtle Henline, chairman. 


February 16 may well become a holiday for the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter to mark the formation of the Club for 
Retired Members. In another of the progressive steps of 
the chapter a group of retired members gathered at the 


Lincoln club rooms on that day to organize the club and to 
elect temporary officers. The formative meeting was called 
by Ernie Royce, Fellowship Committee chairman. Bert L. 


Overcash and Nona Brusnahan were chosen co-chairmen 
and William L. Hassler, secretary. The new officers as- 
sumed charge of the meeting which then espoused the 
following points of organization suggested by the executive 
committee: 1) That retired members need more asso- 
ciation with each other and with active employees and 
2) having a common interest of many years of service in 
the industry, with 3) more time to get together for social 
purposes, that 4) the club be duly organized, with its af- 
fairs being directed by retired members, with the Fellow- 
ship Committee acting in a liaison capacity. 


It was explained by President A. B. Gorman that the 
club must in no sense tend to separate retired members from 
the usual chapter activities but rather encourage its elder 
members to make full use of the broad Pioneer program and 
to play a full part in the social events of the whole chapter. 


Mr. Gorman also stated that the chapter would provide 
the necessary funds for activities of the retired members’ 


club. 


ANOTHER "FIRST" 


= 
bs 


Lincoln’s first closed circuit television reception was 
an event of February 8 when a group of Lincoln civic 
leaders viewed a program from a special channel brought 
directly to their TV sets at the Cornhusker Hotel. 

The program was carried from the network junction 
at Omaha over the regular microwave channel to the 
terminal equipment at the 15th and M building. From here 
the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company provided the 
visual channel to the Cornhusker. The N.W.B. truck stood 
outside the 15th and M building with its “dish” directed 
toward a similar wave collector in a fourth-floor room of 
the hotel (arrow). The circuit was then carried by cable to 
the mezzanine floor where the telecast was shown on several 
TV sets. The reception was pronounced to be exceptionally 
sharp and clear. 
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It was an ambitious project for Ronny Cotton and 
Jack Geist, co-managers of the LT&T basketball team, to 
arrange a benefit contest with the highly touted Skylane Bar 
team at Northeast High Auditorium, with the proceeds to 
be donated to the March of Dimes. The game was held on 
February 5, with the previously unbeaten telephone aggre- 
gation tasting their first defeat by a score of 59 to 48. In the 
action above Ronny Cotton is dunking a set shot from far 
out on the court. Skylane’s Number 66 is Bobby Reynolds, 
former Grand Island and N. U. star; Number 99 is Cliff 
Squires, famous athlete of Northeast and Wesleyan. The 
Polio Fund realized a fine return of $115.50 from the game. 


Messrs. Cotton and Geist later received the following 
letter from Morris D. Siegel, chairman, Lancaster County 
Chapter of the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis: 


“| want to thank you and your co-workers for your splendid contribu- 
tion to the 1955 March of Dimes Campaign. | am certain there was a lot 
of work involved in putting on a benefit basketball game and we are very 
grateful to you for your interest in our behalf.’’ 
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Broader Horizons for John L. Potter and Maude P. Willey 


John L. Potter Maude P. Willey 


The retirements of John L. Potter, 
former manager at Ashland, and Maude 
P. Willey of Beatrice Traffic were an- 
nounced by I. J. Devoe, secretary of 
the Employees’ Benefit Committee. 

Mr. Potter’s service record began 
with his employment as helper at the 
Valparaiso exchange in September 1924. 
During 1926 and 1927 he worked as 
combinationman at Plattsmouth and 
was then appointed commercial man- 
ager at Bennet. In April 1928 he re- 
turned to Plattsmouth as acting wire 
chief and later served the exchange for 
several years as combinationman. 

In July 1935 John transferred to Ash- 
land as first-class combinationman and 
was promoted to manager in December 


1939. This position he filled effectually 
for more than 14 years. In February 
1954 Mr. Potter was taken ill and 
though, within the past year, there were 
indications of improvement in his con- 
dition and hope was held that he might 
again be able to shoulder his duties as 
manager, a recent painful sciatic affec- 
tion forced him to request that his re- 
tirement be granted. Mr. Potter would 
have accumulated 30 years of service 
by the end of February and his new 
service emblem has been presented to 
him through the personnel department. 

The telephone experience of Maude 
P. Willey dates to April 1912 when she 
joind the traffic forces at Steele City 
for a six-year term of employment. Her 
record with LT&T begins with her 
coming to DeWitt as chief operator in 
September 1920 where she remained 
for another six years. In October 1926 
Miss Willey transferred to Superior 
as chief operator and in January 1929 
to a similar position at Fairbury. She 
moved to Beatrice as C.O. in September 
1940 and the balance of her long serv- 
ice record has been amassed at that ex- 
change. Her retirement was effective 


March 1. 


Promotions, 
Tra nsfers oy 


Title Changes 
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Barbara H. Swanda 
Service Assistant 

Wahoo Hastings 


Jeanette Persinger 
Service Assistant 


Commercial 
Lois M. Miller, clerk to cashier, York. 
June M. Moore, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, York. 
Lillian Schafer, PBX operator to service 
representative, Lincoln. 


Marlene J. Snyder, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Lincoln. 


Stella A. Sowers, operator, Traffic, to 
PBX operator, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Donald H. Anderson, lineman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 


Louis R. Cink, combinationman to switch- 
boardman, Wahoo. 


Marshall A. Potter, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 


Ronald H. Smith, switchman, Hastings, 
to testman, Central Plant. 


Dee J. Sullivan, groundman, Fairbury to 
Lincoln Construction. 


H. D. Wart, janitor-subforeman to frame- 
man (W.C.), Central Plant. 


Traffic 


Helen E. Campbell, service assistant, 
Hastings, to operator, Lincoln. 


Jeanette Persinger, operator to _ service 
assistant, Hastings. 


Barbara H. Swanda, operator to service 
assistant, Wahoo. 


Evelyn R. Theesen, operator, Hastings to 
Lincoln. 
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Cliff Artz, cable foreman, and J. Lloyd Lyne, 
outside plant engineer, often get head to head 
in their plotting and planning as it becomes in- 
creasingly difficult to bring cable and vacant 
Pairs to the many new housing areas now under 
development at Lincoln. 


Death of Henry F. Apking 


Henry F. Apking, retired plant em- 
ployee, died on February 27 after a 
lingering illness. He was 73 years of 
age. 


Born in Germany, 
Mr. Apking had 
moved to Nebraska 
69 years ago and 
spent most of his 
life in the vicinity 
of Hebron. He en- 
tered the telephone 
business in May 
1911 with the In- 
dependent company 
at Daykin. He was 
manager of the exchange at the time 
it was purchased by the LT@T in Sep- 
tember 1927. He came to Lincoln the 
following month as combinationman in 
the toll department and in 1929 joined 
the supply department as switchboard 
and COE installer. 

Mr. Apking worked for a short time 
at Wahoo as a solicitor and in February 
1934 he was made wire chief at Au- 
burn. Returning to Lincoln in 1935, he 
remained as a member of the service 
department until his transfer to He- 
bron as switchboardman in June 1937. 
His retirement was effective March 15, 
1947. 

Surviving are his wife, two sons and 
a daughter. 


Henry F. Apking 


helpful hints for preparing 


Your 1954 Income Tax Return 


Last August you heard such terms 
as “baby sitter deduction,” “dividend 
exclusion” and “retirement income cre- 
dit,” when Congress passed the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954. 

Now these terms will have real mean- 
ing as you file your income tax return 
under the new tax law, containing 
thousands of changes in its 929 pages. 

Some LT &T taxpayers may find 
April 15th—the new deadline for most 
individuals—a worse shock than March 
15th used to be. Most of us, fortunately, 
will find the new tax a little easier. For 
one thing, a reduction of about 10% 
in rates took effect in January, 1954, 
and has been reflected in the amount 
of tax withheld from pay since then. 

But the difference is not just in the 
rates. The new tax law—passed after 
the rates were reduced—includes many 
special adjustments aimed at helping 
people who particularly need relief. 
You'll get some of these benefits almost 
automatically as you fill in the blank. 
Others must be dug out of the fine 
print. That’s why it is particularly im- 
portant this year not to wait till the 
last minute, but to begin your tax re- 
turns early. 

Here are some of the more important 
changes and an explanation of how they 
will affect various LT&T employees. 


That “Baby Sitter” Deduction 


Bill and Alice Anderson think they 
know about the deduction of baby sit- 
ter pay. They hired a sitter when they 
went to the movies... . and they're 
in for a shock. 

The deduction is permitted only for 
actual expenses up to $600 for the 
care of dependents while a mother, 
widower, divorced or legally separated 
person is gainfully employed. 

But the broad meaning of that word 
“dependent” will help many. Expenses 
for care of a child under 12 years who 
is the taxpayer’s son, daughter, stepson 
or stepdaughter, or other dependent 
mentally or physically incapable of car- 


This article is based on material sup- 
plied by the American Institute of 
Accountants, national professional so- 
ciety of certified public accountants. 


ing for himself, are deductible. There 
are no restrictions as to age or rela- 
tionship in the latter case. 


You Can Claim More Dependents 

Earl Cassidy, Sr. will benefit two 
ways from the more liberal rules about 
dependents. Until now, because the re- 
lationship was too distant, he could not 
claim as a dependent (good for a $600 
exemption) his Cousin Jake who came 
for a visit and stayed. 

Jake will be listed this year because 
close relationship is no longer necessary 
to qualify a dependent who lived in the 
taxpayer’s home and received over half 
of his support from him. 

Young Earl’s earnings of over $600 
a year would have kept him off his 
father’s list of exemptions under the 
old law. Not wanting to penalize par- 
ents for their children’s industry, Uncle 
Sam now sets no top limit for a son’s 
or daughter's earnings. A taxpayer can 
claim an exemption if he provides over 
half the support of a dependent who is 
either under 19 or a student, regardless 
of the child’s income. 

The 1954 Code offers relief, also, to 
children who are supporting parents. 


You Can Deduct More for Medical Bills 

This year you can deduct medical 
expenses in excess of 3 per cent of 
your adjusted gross income, as com: 
pared with 5 per cent in the past, but 
in listing your medical expenses you 
can only include medicines and drugs 
beyond 1 per cent of your income. 

Take George Harrison's figures. His 
adjusted gross income comes to $5,000, 
and during 1954 he spent $400 on doc- 
tors’ and dentists’ bills for the family, 
$200 on hospital expenses, $125 for 
drugs and medicines. He may count 
only $75 of the last item (having sub- 
tracted $50, 1% of his gross income), 
which makes his total medical expenses 
$675. He subtracts $150 (3 per cent 
of income), leaving a deduction of $525. 
If You Received Dividends 

Sid Horton, who has bought stocks 
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with some of his earnings, will find 
a small bonanza in the new tax law 
when he works out his return. His 
stocks paid him $50 in dividends dur- 
ing 1954. On his tax form in other 
years he added his dividends to his 
$6,000 salary. The new law, however, 
gives him the first $50 of dividends 
tax free. This $50 dividend exclusion 
can be doubled for a married couple, 


if both have dividends of $50. 


This tax reduction is to offset in part 
the effect of “double taxation’”—which 
occurs because a corporation pays taxes 
on profits and then, when the share- 
holder receives those profits in the 
form of dividends, they are taxed again. 


As another means of reducing 
‘double taxation” 4% of the divi- 
dends after the first $50 may now 
be deducted from the total tax bill, 
within certain limits. 


Retirement Income 

The “retirement income credit”— 
new this year—can benefit retired per- 
sons as much as $240. It is intended 
to give all retired persons tax relief 
similar to that enjoyed by those who 
receive tax-free social securitv pav- 
ments. 


If You Need Help 


The instructions that come with your 
tax blanks will describe all these changes 
and others. Read them carefully and 
you should have little trouble filling 
out the forms. 


If you have questions, consult your 
nearest Internal Revenue office. But 
get there early. The place may be 
jammed with other puzzled people this 
year when your neighbors are getting 
acquainted with the first general re- 
vision in the entire history of the fed- 
eral income tax. 

If your problems are complicated, 
you may need professional help. The 
Internal Revenue Service has repeatedly 
urged taxpayers to make sure their ad- 
visers are fully qualified. 
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Our Cover 


This month we salute the members of 
the company’s evening vocational class- 
es conducted by and for LT@&T em- 
ployees. The men on the cover—most 
of whom hail from the eastern and 
southern districts—represent the Tues- 
day night half of a single class in auto- 
matic dial switching. Instructor Al 
Ager stands at the easel at left. On page 
5 is a story by John Reed describing 
the various subjects offered during the 
present nine-week term. Other instruc- 
tors are Norris Hammond, Robert 
Swanson, Eugene Schrank and Byron 
Pattison. 


Fred Adkins Retires Once More 


The Clay County News carries the 
story of the second retirement of Fred 
Adkins, who has been operating “The 
Men’s Den,” a recreation and card 
room at Harvard since his retirement as 
area manager at Sutton in 1950. The 
new owner took over the business on 


March 1. 


The Power of Suggestion-- 
It Sells Extensions 


It was on January 11 that Wire Chief 
Connors addressed a letter to Lincoln 
combinationmen requesting they put 
into practice an idea which had been 
passed to him through the commercial 
department. 


The notion was that when a com- 
binationman entered a home to install 
a new service he should take two in- 
struments with him and suggest to the 
subscriber that they have an extension 
telephone installed while he was there. 
lf the subscriber agreed, then he should 
install the extension without further 
ado and have the order corrected when 
he returned to the office. 


Troublemen too were invited to use 
the same method when they entered a 
home to service the instrument. 


The idea bore fruit. In one month’s 
effort 14 extensions were sold by eight 
Lincoln plant employees, credited as 
follows: E. Wedgwood—2, E. J. Kalk- 
warf—2, Robert Wenzel—2, Allan 
Behm—3, John Shipp—1, E. Johnson 
—1, L. Hutchison—1, Joe Lewis—2. 


Mr. Shipp Takes a Bow 


Roy Brendle was checking the install- 
ation of a new 2-B branch exchange sys- 
tem at the plant of the Steckley Hybrid 
Corn Company at 2416 N Street, Lin- 
coln, when the 
manager, D. D. 
Wainscott, called 
him into the office. 

“This job would 
not be complete 
without our telling 
you how much we 
were impressed by 
your workman, John 
Shipp,” said Mr. 
Wainscott. “He was 
quiet, efficient, kept busy all the time 
and seemed to know what he was doing. 
We certainly enjoyed having him 
around. We hope you will pass this 
along to his supervisors.” 


John R. Shipp 


Now that is a very fine thing to say 
about a very fine fellow. We under- 
stand this was John’s first installation 
assignment of this type. 


~<a 12 


% 


"Rocky" Contributes fo the 
News--and fo Bowling 


Rowena Light came out of York to 
succeed to the position of secretary to 
the eastern district manager. She also 
inherited the position of associate editor 
for the district, formerly held by her 
predecessor Betty Miles, who has done 
an admirable job of news gathering 
from the district for several years. 

All of which does not explain why 
this item should be illustrated by a 
picture of Miss Light delivering a bowl- 
ing ball. Therein lies another tale. When 
she first came to town she appeared as 
1 substitute on one of the teams of tele- 
phone girls in their Friday night league. 
“Rocky” proceeded to burn up the 
alleys and post a score which sent her 
to the head of the rankings with a 
heavy 158 average. A week later she 
was again called upon to bowl with 
one of the teams. The other members 
were a bit fearful that her high average 
would be difficult to maintain. They 
reckoned without Rocky. The lady was 
in fine fettle, and when the series was 
over she had posted a record total of 
514 and increased her average to an 
astronomical 165. The gals are still 
aquake as they recall the 205 she rolled 
in her second game! 

Anyway Rocky now has a cordial 
invitation to bowl on any team in the 
girls’ league—and we think the boys 
are missing a bet in not drafting her 
for the anchor spot in their league. Good 
luck to the lady in her new assignment 
as associate editor. 


The Story You Are About to Read is True 


The names have not been changed fo profect the innocent. 


Ed Flowerday, area manager at 
Hastings, receives lots of mail and 
quite a number of packages. He would 
rather get the packages for several rea- 
sons. He enjoys opening them with his 
sharp scout knife. Sometimes he likes 
what he finds inside of them. Always 
he saves the boxes because he is a box 
collector. A carton fancier, he calls 
himself. 

All this but lays the background for 
a recent Flowerday adventure that must 
be recorded for posterity. 

Ed’s garbage man hadn’t been down 
his alley for several days. The reason is 
irrelevant. Maybe the man was sick; 
maybe he hated cold weather. The fact 
remained that the disposal can was over- 
flowing. The news spread in a mys- 
terious way through the dog population 
of the town and Ed had several encoun- 
ters with strange, tough mongrels who 
had begun to patrol the alley for the 
choice tidbits that fell upon the ground. 
All night long came sounds of growl- 
ing and bickering from the direction of 
the garbage can. 

Ed decided to outwit the canines. He 
selected one of his better boxes, a 
strong, reinforced carton; filled it with 
fermented garbage from the can, sealed 
it with tape and set it beneath the dis- 
posal can. The garbage man in due 
time made his belated round, dumped 
the can, threw the box upon his truck 
and drove away. Ed’s troubles should 
have been over. 

The truck lumbered on toward the 
city dump with Ed’s box teetering pre- 
cariously at the top of the load. While 
passing through the business district 
of the town the box fell off and landed 
kerplunk in the middle of a busy 
thoroughfare. A passerby found it 
there, turned it over and saw that it 
was addressed in big stencilled letters 
to “The Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, Hastings, Nebraska 
Ed Flowerday, area manager.” The hon- 
est man brought it to the office and 
deposited it on the commercial counter. 
He beat a hasty retreat, holding his 
nose the while. 

Thus it was that Ed, returning to his 
office after the noonday meal found 
his nostrils assailed by a racy odor. He 
jumped to the wrong conclusion. “That 


| THINK ITS 
SOME KIND 
OF CHEESE 


“A hissing sound came from the box.” 


Dudgeon and his nickel seegars,”’ he ex- 
ploded. “Open the windows and turn 
on the fans! We gotta air out this 
place.” 

Then he spied the box on his desk 
and his eyes took on a gleam of antici- 
pation. “I wonder what could be in- 
side,”’ he said, as he made an expert 
incision through the tape with his big 
scout knife. 

A hissing sound came from the box 
as the effervescent ferment bubbled 
out at the top. Too late he recognized 
the carton as the one he had so care- 
fully packed and sealed at home. In 
the last sad scene Ed carried it gingerly 
through the halls to the company gar- 
bage can at the rear of the building, 
leaving a clinging trail of effluvium 


behind him. 


Back in August 1916 an ancient, wheezy 
member of the first “poor man’s car,” the Brush 
automobile, puiied up in front of the Cook 
exchange building to pose for its picture. The 
Brush made the fatal mistake of competing for 
public favor with the “trusty Ford,’’ when the 
latter was in its greatest period of ascendancy. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Roland Wart are the proud 
parents of a baby girl born January 8. 
Roland is employed in the wire chief's 
department. 

A daughter, Kathryn Louise, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Dee Sullivan on January 13. 
Dee is employed in the plant department 
at Fairbury. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Culver are the proud 
parents of a son, James Arthur, born Janu- 
ary 31. Mr. Culver is with the plant depart- 
ment at Sutton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Delane Ahrens announce 
the birth of a daughter, Linda Elaine, on 
February 8. Mary is on leave of absence 
from Superior Traffic. 

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Orlin 
Watley on February 13. Orlin is employed 
in the Lincoln wire chief's department. 

A son, James Eugene, was born February 
15 to Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Keenan at 
Phillipsburg, Kansas. Mrs. Keenan is the 
former chief operator at Superior. 

Byran John, a new member of the Francis 
Nichelson home, made his appearance Febru- 
ary 19. Francis is employed in Wahoo Plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Williams of Pawnee 
City announce the arrival of a girl on 
February 21. She has been named Janet 
Marie. Her daddy works in the plant de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hawkins announce 
the birth of a son, Robert Charles II, on 
February 23. Robert is employed in Lincoln 
Plant and Elaine is on leave from Lincoln 


Traffic. 


Delores Moser, David City Traffic, was 
united in marriage to Robert Morgan on 
January 26 at the Saint Luke’s Methodist 
Church in David City. 

Marilyn Fahleson, Accounting, and Jim 
Wissell were married at the home of the 
bride on February 5. 

Joy Ann Whisman, Lincoln Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Francis L. Peters in a 
ceremony which took place February 5 at 
the Holy Family Church in Lincoln. 

Evelyn Owen, Nebraska City Traffic, and 
Vernon Huss were united in marriage at 
the Baptist Church parsonage on February 6. 

Oberlin K. Minder and Betty Thelander 
were married in Lincoln on February 12. 
Mr. Minder is a groundman in the construc- 
tion department, Lincoln. 

The wedding of LaVerne Scheele, Beatrice 
Traffic, to Marvin Meyer took place at Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church of Odell on Feb- 
ruary 20. 


F. J. Bettenhausen D. D. Eckles 
Lincoln Nelson 
35 Years 30 Years 


AA YEARS Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 


39 YEARS c. p. Barney, H. G. Peachman, 


Lincoln. 


38 YEARS Elsie Andrews, Lincoln. 
37 YEARS L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 


36 YEARS H. s. Knudson, Lincoln; L. W. 
Winscot, David City. 


35 YEARS F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 


34 YEARS Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln; Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice. 


33 YEARS L. c. Williams, Stromsburg. 
32 YEARS H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 


29 YEARS D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 


28 YEARS Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian 
Kinghorn, Auburn. 


27 YEARS H. w. Stroup, Lincoln. 
26 YEARS p. a. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 


Alice Peters 
York 
25 Years 


ervice 
Anniversaries 


25 YEARS Alice Peters, York. 
24 YEARS L. T. Piper, Lincoln. 
23 YEARS £. 0. Wait, Lincoln. 


21 YEARS w. fF. Grant, Lincoln; J. H. 
Roland, David City. 


18 YEARS Elinore Wunch, Lincoln. 
16 YEARS Opal Allison, Juanita Schleif, 


Lincoln; Frances Erwin, Fairbury. 


14 YEARS Dea |. Hays, York; Dorothea 
Heckman, Lincoln. 


13 YEARS Wilhelmine Sanmann, York; A. E. 


Stansbury, Beatrice. 


Elaine Hawkins 


Se ornare 


Lulu Brockie 
Lincoln Wymore 


10 Years 10 Years 


12 YEARS Lola Hetherington, Lincoln; Anna- 
belle Stocker, Fairbury. 


11 YEARS Anna Menninga, Beatrice. 


10 YEARS tutu Brockie, Wymore; Elaine 
Hawkins, Lincoln. 


9 YEARS Bertha Andersen, Superior; Norma 
Dettmer, Syracuse; R. M. Hromadka, Has- 
tings; Marguerite lenn, York; M. F. Jen- 
kins, Lincoln; Kathryn Widick, Beatrice. 


8 YEARS Laura Baker, Amelia Christopher, 
Christine Ford, R. C. Hawkins, Chris Ly- 
beris, Lincoln; W. W. Harrington, Te- 
cumseh. 


7 YEARS Eunice Applegate, Weeping 
Water; Vera Schluckebier, Seward; V. P. 
Spears, H. W. Robinette, Lincoln; Betty 
Steele, Crete. 


6 YEARS Helen Eis, Syracuse; G. W. 
Heikes, Beatrice; J. A. Krhounek, K. E. 
Versaw, D. E. Williams, Lincoln. 


5 YEARS Carolyn Swedlund, Hastings; 
O. D. Watley, Lincoln; Sophia Witcofski, 
Wymore. 


Unseen Fire Fighters 


The ladies of Tecumseh Traffic were 
thrilled to receive the following letter 
from the secretary-treasurer of the Te- 
cumseh Volunteer Fire Department: 
To The Telephone Operators 


The Tecumseh Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment wishes to take this opportunity to 
say ‘‘thanks’’ to the telephone operators 
who have been of great service in handling 
fire calls. 


Without your promptness in placing calls 
to our members we would have been unable 
to do our job. You are truly a part of the 
fire fighting system in this community. 

(signed) Harlan Egge 


The News adds its congratulations to 
the Tecumseh operators. Such testi- 
monials as this are seldom inspired with- 
out a good background of exceptional 
service. It is a source of satisfaction to 
know that these efforts have been rec- 
ognized by the Tecumseh Volunteer 
Fire Department. 


a 


Headlines 


Lambert Eitel was elected president 
and Ray S. Baldwin treasurer of the 
Lincoln Industrial Council (CIO) at 
the annual election in early February. 
The council represents 2,500 Lincoln 
CIO members and is responsible for co- 
ordinating legislative activity. Both Mr. 
Eitel and Mr. Baldwin are members of 
Lincoln Plant. 

Helen Pickard, Accounting, was 
elected treasurer of the Malone Com- 
munity Center at the annual meeting 
of that organization in February. 


Thanks 


From Marie Vidlock, Accounting and 
secretary of the Pioneer Chapter, for 
all the flowers and cards received from 
the folks hereabouts during her recent 
hospitalization. 
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BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during February 1955: 


Primary Members: Lauretta Baker, Hastings 
Traffic, $22.50; L. M. Miller, Lincoln Service, 
$193.35; Darlene Remmers, Beatrice Traffic, 
$81.60; Lila Richardson, York Traffic, $8.00; 
Cecile Anderson, Lincoln Pensioner, $15.00; 
K. J. Boshart, General Commercial, $10.00; 
Clyde Burge, Executive, $102.90; Dorothy 
Lefler, General Plant, $5.00: W. R. Minich, 
Geneva Plant, $27.50; Lura Blackman, Ashland 
Traffic, $27.50; E. L. Wheatcraft, Nebraska 
City Plant, $22.50; Melba Richards, Lincoln 
Traffic, $22.50; Mary G. Lee, Lincoln Traffic, 
$37.00; G. D. Brock, Crete Non-Functional, 
$37.50; John Findley, Lincoln Service, $22.50; 
Clara Van Matre, Ashland Traffic, $117.65; 
H. W. Spahnle, General Commercial, $15.00; 
P. H. Henson, Executive, $10.00; Vivian 
Kinghorn, Auburn Traffic, $97.00; R. A. Stall, 
Lincoln Service, $10.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. E. D. Pratt, Lincoln, $7.50; 
Diane Wedgwood, Lincoln, $62.25; Terry Car- 
ter, Lincoln, $9.38; Mrs. G. D. Murrish, Has- 
tings, $16.88; Mrs. K. L. Myhre, Lincoln, 
$13.50; Robert Ryan, Tecumseh, $6.75; Susan 
Backstrom, Lincoln, $12.01; Mrs. R. E. Grant, 
Lincoln, $6.76; Geneva Olson, Lincoln, $242.50; 
Mrs. H. W. Cane, Lincoln, $18.75. 


You're Healthier Than 
Grandpa 


Most people do not realize the 
extraordinary forward _ strides the 
United States has made and is making 
to raise the health standards of Amer- 
icans—progress which is reflected in 
longer, healthier lives and, in addition, 
more useful lives. 

The Health Information Foundation 
has collected some facts which tell just 
a part of this story—but a very sig- 
nificant part. 

This year, for instance, it is esti- 
mated that a total of 14,000,000 persons 
will be X-rayed to see if they have tu- 
berculosis or other lung ailments. By 
methods such as this, and improved care, 
the tuberculosis death rate in this coun- 
try has been reduced 80 per cent in 
45 years. Even so, it is believed that 
250,000 Americans have tuberculosis 
and don’t know it. The best way to 
find out is to have a check-up. 

The success of this mass-testing for 
tuberculosis has been so great that 
some communities are putting their peo- 
ple through mass-testing for other 
chronic diseases such as_ diabetes, 
anemia, heart disease, high blood pres- 
sure and eye and ear defects. 

Most people don’t know that there 
are 20,000 voluntary agencies in the 
United States which are spending enor- 
mous amounts of time and money to 
improve their health—and these are en- 
tirely separate from the many federal, 
state and local agencies. These private 
agencies include the American Red 
Cross, the American Heart Associa- 
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In a pretty ceremony at the home of the bride 
on February 5, Miss Marilyn Fahleson, Account- 
ing, changed her name to Mrs. Jim Wissell. The 
happy couple are pictured performing their first 
official duties as Mr. and Mrs., the cutting of 
the wedding cake. 


Another member of the 35-Year Club is Dorcas J. Slater, of Fairbury Traffic. Mrs. Slater began 
her career in 1918, but a break in service accounted for the delay in reaching her 35th anniversary. 
She is shown receiving her jewelled pin from Viola Dunn, chief operator, Fairbury, as T. E. Longdon, 


area manager, waits to extend his congratulations. 


tion, the National Infantile Paralysis 
Foundation and hundreds of others. 


The result of these and countless 
other health activities, voluntary and 
government, has been tremendous. 
Americans are better nourished, bette: 
housed, better clothed than any other 
people on earth—and we take these 
things for granted—but we are also 
healthier. A baby born this year can 
expect to live to be 68, whereas a child 
born in 1900 could expect to live only 
49 years. As recently as 1936, deaths 
of mothers durinz childbirth were al- 
most six times as frequent as they are 
today. There is much less heart trouble 
than there used to be in youth and 
early middle age. Most of the common 
diseases of childhood have been brought 
under control as is shown by the fact 
that in 1900 the death rate among pre- 
school children was 20 per 1,000 and 
is now 1 per 1,000. The rheumatic fever 
death rate is only one-fifth what it 
was in 1920. The death rate from ap- 
pendicitis is only one-fifth what it 
was in 1939, 


Many health authorities now feel 
that the next great advance in health 
will be made in preventive medicine. 
To prevent disease is more desirable 
than to cure it. But this requires that 
individuals take more interest in their 
personal health and the health of their 
families. If more of us would give our 
doctors a chance to prevent illness by 
asking for frequent physical check-ups, 
our rate of progress in health would 
be even greater than it has been in the 
first 50 years of this century. 
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Sadie Urch Dies af 80 


Sadie Urch, long a member of our re- 
tired employee ranks, passed away Feb- 
ruary 20 at the home of her daughter 
and son-in-law at Lincoln with whom 
she had made her 
home for the past 
several years. 

Mrs. Urch, dur- 
ing her active ca- 
reer, spent more 
than 20 years at the 
Ashland switch- 
board—all the time 
as night operator— 
before her retire- 
ment age was 
reached in September 1939. She was 
a popular employee and had particularly 
enceared herself to the residents of 
Ashland with her friendly, efficient 
manner in handling service demands 
through the watches of the night. On 
her retirement the operators at Ashland 
presented Mrs. Urch with an electric 


Mrs. Sadie Urch 


clock as a farewell gift and honored her 
with a birthday card shower, for her 
retirement date and birthday coincided. 


JOURNEY’sS END 


Keith Waring, husband of Waunita War- 
ing, Fairbury Traffic, passed away December 
20, 1954. Services were held at the Presby- 
terian Church in Fairbury. 

Homer Ramsey, father of George Ramsey, 
Lincoln Business Office, died February 5. 
Burial was at Arborville Cemetery, Polk. 


__PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS. 


Rowena Light, 
Associate Editor 


To H. W. Spahnle a hearty welcome, and 
to Paul Henson we extend our congratula- 
tions on his appointment as chief engineer. 

David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

The weather has been too severe for much 
news to take place. . .. Delores (Moser) 
Morgan was the honoree at a personal show- 
er. Hostesses were Merna Bates and Mar- 
garet Zeilinger, a former operator. . . . Dar- 
lene Rech has recently recovered from a 
tonsillectomy. 


Nebraska City Area 


Carol Broers, Correspondent 
The bowlers weren’t “on” at the Nebraska 
City tournament, but want to say thanks to 
the Company for entering their team. They 
‘are looking forward to a Company tourna- 
‘ment. Clarence Jennings placed fifth in 
the singles and Ivan Livingston placed sev- 
enth. Other members of the team are Mar- 
vin Welsh, Don Jones, and Erman Wheat- 
craft. . . . Speedy recovery wishes are ex- 
tended to Kay, daughter of Adele Ganzel, 
who recently underwent an appendectomy. 
. Our sympathy is extended to Dorothy 
Waters and Helen Wurtele, whose sister, 
Mrs. Merwin Roach, passed away... . Now 
we have heard everything! Mrs. Placek came 
to work with a shiner the other day. When 
asked what happened, Josie said, “Well, it’s 
like this. I was holding my little grandson 
and he hit me with a toy.” A few days later 
she said she sure could use a new rolling 
pin. After putting two and two together, it 
is thought too bad that her grandson isn’t 
‘old enough to talk. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
In Iowa visiting their son recently were 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Reckard. ... Irene 
Combs, traveling instructor, spent some time 
in the Weeping Water office. . . . Several 
members of the Plattsmouth and Weeping 
Water plant departments have been attend- 
ing an equipment schooling class in Lincoln. 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 
Blustery winter weather and we find the 
Seward gang toasting their toes, catching up 
on “inside” jobs, instead of gallivanting 
around. . . . Helen Norwood received word 
that her 1955 Valentine was a new nephew 
in Richland, Washington. . .. Keys have a 
habit of disappearing just when they are 
needed most, as Bernice Mueller experi- 
enced one day when R. H. Gray erroneously 
picked up her car keys. After a frantic 
search by Miss Mueller and Laura Douty, 
the whereabouts of the keys was discovered. 


Wahoo Area 

Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 

Aner McKinzey, former chief operator- 
cashier at Cedar Bluffs, visited the Wahoo 
office recently. . .. Frances Bordovsky is 
back on the job after her recent tonsillec- 
tomy. . . . In Lincoln helping with an over- 
load of telephone installations last month, 
we would have found Melvin Sorenson. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


Helen Dettmer, Roberta Rademacher and 
Alice Haddox gave a baby shower January 
26 in honor of Miss Valerie Jo Coatney, 
infant daughter of JoAnn Coatney of Traf- 
fic. Attending the shower also were girls 
from Commercial. The little Miss received 
many lovely gifts and later in the evening 
delicious refreshments were served. ; 
Orva Jean Boden and Shirley Bolejack 
visited friends and shopped in Omaha. ... 
A weekly sewing meeting is being held by 
a group of girls at June Vanarsdall’s apart- 
ment. June gives helpful hints on sewing 
and usually serves a lunch of cake and 
coffee at the close of the meeting. 
Attending square dancing lessons this sea- 
son are Shirley Nincehelser and husband. 


Beatrice Area 
Evelyn Menke and Mae Parde, Correspondents 


Darlene Remmers vacationed at home 
except for a few days spent in Lincoln and 
Omaha. Hattie Elmshaeuser is spending her 
vacation in Minneapolis with her brother 
end family and getting acquainted with 
her new niece... . We’re happy to have 
Dorothy Mapes and Ruth Diekmann back 
to work after several days absence because 
of illness; also Donna Ehmen, who recently 
returned home from the hospital. Anita 
Lang is recuperating at home from recent 
surgery and we hope to have her back with 
us soon. George Heikes, of Plant, is re- 
covering at home following surgery. Mrs. 
Brockmeyer, wife of Testman John Brock- 
meyer, underwent surgery at Fairbury hos- 
pital. We hope all will make complete re- 
covery from their illnesses. . . . Susan Set- 
tles is wearing a beautiful diamond. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlInay, Correspondent 


Joan Bauer has returned from Aberdeen, 
Maryland, and wili be on duty again in 
the traffic department. She spent the past 
two months with her husband, Bob, who 
will soon be sent overseas. ... The Traffic 
girls held a Valentine Party and reported 
having had a wonderful time. Games were 
played and refreshments served. Betty 
Steele is not only a good telephone oper- 
ator—we know she can also prepare a 
delicious baked ham. 
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Fairbury Area 
Betty Shepherd, Correspondent 


Dorcas Slater traveled with the Business 
and Professional Women’s Club to Lincoln 
where they celebrated their Silver Anniver- 
sary. ... Juanita Waring has been in the 
hospital because of a disc injury. She is 
home at this time and slightly improved. 
Mumps kept Norma Cuthbert home for a 
week. ... A majority of the plant depart- 
ment men have been attending classes in 
Lincoln on Monday evenings pertaining 


to the fundamentals of automatic switching. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 


This office witnessed some changes the 
first of March. Tyler Ryan transferred to 
Lincoln .(it was a promotion and not due 
to the fact that he couldn’t stand the strain 
of us), and Joseph Adamson is the new 
manager. Mr. Ryan left with the under- 
standing that he was expected to be seen 
around here occasionally. ... Henri Goracke 
and Shirley Hagelback seem to have some 
effect on the boys causing stop signs to go 
unnoticed. As a result fines are being paid 
to the Law. ... Henri was very agreeable 
about baby-sitting with Bill Eckles’ two 
small boys until Bill very casually remarked 
that they had chicken pox. She has yet to 
encounter the delights of this disease... . 
Mary Meister attended the 40th anniver- 
sary of the Humboldt State Bank. 
Vernabelle Mommens had the pleasure of 
getting acquainted with a new nephew 
when her brother and his family from Ryan, 
Iowa, visited here. . . . Norma Lee Hahn 
enjoyed a steak at the Sparetime Cafe and 
took in the Auto Show during a recent 
visit to Omaha. . . . Harold Drake is the 
proud driver of a new car, only he claims 
the kids won’t give him the opportunity 
to use it very often. It was nice to see 
Dick McCall back for a brief visit and he 
still claims he’s footloose and his own boss 
(outside the office). Ines Meister, after 
dropping the telephone receiver which hit 
the floor with a bang, remarked, “It’s not 
hurt, it’s just broken.” ... During the last 
heavy snowstorm when the night operator, 
Virginia Lempka, got off duty she was 
given a ride in the local police cruiser, but 
only home and not to the City Jail.... The 
Traffic girls were the recipients of a box 
of candy from a satisfied subscriber in 
appreciation for their work in putting 
through his long distance calls. . . . On 
Shirley Hagelback’s twenty-first birthday 
she was ably assisted in the celebration by 
Henri Goracke and Norma Lee Hahn at 
the V.F.W. party. Some of the Traffic 
girls held a party in her honor, but Shirley 
didn’t even get to taste the cake because 
she wasn’t present. ... One of the funniest 
routines occurred when Tyler Ryan was 
collecting a bill from an elderly lady. At 
great length she finally remembered her 
telephone number and produced her check- 


book for Mr. Ryan to fill out. When he 
had finished making it out and passed it to 
her to sign, she looked at him trustingly 
and asked, “How shall I sign it?” 

Among the basketball enthusiasts at the 
Lincoln tourney were Mr. Ryan and his 
boy, Dave; Bill Eckles, Roger Weber, and 
Ted Husing and his boy, Lonnie. The trip 
going was uneventful, but coming back it 
was uphill all the way! The first difficulty 
was trying to find a cafe for a late snack, 
and they finally wound up at one off the 
beaten path outside the city limits where 
they spent 45 minutes waiting for some- 
one to take their orders. At the end of 
that length of time they decided to start 
home hungry, but then the car (it was 
Husing’s) decided to kick up a fuss so 
Ted had to get under the hood and pound 
it a bit; then when he took hold of the 
door handle it came off in his hand; 
finally the car heater went temperamental 
and quit so it too got a few knocks to start 
it heating again. In spite of adverse con- 
ditions the fellas all had en enjoyable eve- 
ning and the next day they had many a 
laugh recalling all the funny details. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 
Georgianna Elfring, Corres,o0ndent 
Cold weather brought in the usual round 


of colds and illness for the Hastings area. 
. . . Aletha Bennett, service assistant, was 
absent several days due to this common 
cause, and Patricia Sperry, another S.A., is 
recuperating from a recent operation... . 
Rosetta Habben, service assistant, played 
the part of the absent-minded professor last 
week. She was scheduled to work until one 
o’clock, but when twelve o’clock rolled 
around, Miss Habben left. She was all 
bundled up and almost out of the building 
before realizing her mistake and back-track- 
ing to the traffic room, her face a few shades 
brighter! 
Hebron Area 


Mary Wright, Correspondent 
Ruth Rittenhouse is especially happy be- 


cause her son, Jim, is now home from the 
service. He has been stationed in Germany 
for the past nineteen months. . . . Neva 
Beavers has been enjoying her vacation the 
past two weeks. ... Francis Marolf visited 
her sister in York last week. ... Lila Keim 
spent a week in Wayne visiting her sister 
and husband and their new daughter, 
Christi. ... Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lemkau and 
Patty visited relatives at Sutton and Clay 
Center over the week end. Heine 
Taedter, who was confined to his home with 


the flu, is now able to be back at work. 
Superior Area 
Margaret A. Hanson, Correspondent 
Clarinda Lake is in the hospital recover- 


ing from the flu and a severe cold. 
Artis Bowen, our chief operator, journeyed 
to Omaha to attend the Auto Show. 
Glenda Garton visited her sister in Beatrice. 
. . Lula Stenson called at the office re- 
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William R. Minich of Geneva Plant now wears the blue emblem of 35 years service. In the 


picture he is receiving the emblem from Francis Darnold, district wire chief, left, as William Minich, Jr., 
and Charles J. Crew, area manager, watch the proceedings. 


cently and we enjoyed her visit very much. 
. . . Mary Hudson took a short trip to her 
home in Franklin. On February 17 
several of the operators traveled to Phillips- 
burg, Kansas, to visit Erma Keenan, our 
former C.O., and the new baby. ‘Those 
making the trip were Bertha Anderson, 
Edith Parsons, Emily Meyer, Beulah 
Frerichs and Twilla Jensen. Mrs. Keenan 
expects to return to Denver, Colorado, where 


the family recently moved. 
Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Area Manager and Mrs. J. H. Manka- 
myer observed their 25th wedding anni- 
versary on January 23. ...R. H. Culver 
has been busy passing out cigars, saying 
“It’s a boy.” (We girls haven’t received 
our candy bars, Bob.) 

York Area 


: Lois Miller, Correspondent 
Artis Bowen, who was transferred to Su- 


Pperior as chief operator, was a recent visitor 
in the York office. Alice Ernst is on leave 
of absence to be with her husband who is 
on furlough from the service. . Donna 
Charlton is the latest to be sporting a beau- 
tiful diamond. Best wishes, Donna! 
Rowena Light, who recently transferred to 
Lincoln, was a visitor in the York commer- 
cial office a few days ago. ... Mrs. Dave 
Culbertson is in the York General Hos- 
pital recuperating from a recent illness. The 
telephone employees presented her with a 
house plant, and are hoping she will soon be 
able to return to her home. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Service 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


A few warm, spring-like days and we 
find ourselves daydreaming about Easter 
outfits, Sunday afternoon drives, golfing, 
sunbathing, etc. We find it difficult to con- 
centrate on work. A pleasant respite from 
the regular routine was a trip through the 
new building for our newer employees and 
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a visit with General Auditor I. J. Devoe. 
. .. Testing their skill at ping-pong in a 
recent tournament were Carl Ahl, Jack 
Geist, Bill Thompson and Larry Connealy. 
Just testing. ... Congratulations to Wauneta 
Drake, who now has an advanced clerical 
rating. Incidentally, regarding news = re- 
ported in the February issue, Wauneta says: 
the way to get along without a cook book is 
to marry a man who knows how to cook. 

Welcome to Estella Foght who has 
moved to our office from Revenue Account- 
ing. Estella is a bit tired, but most happy 
these days, having completed the move 
into their new home a short time ago... . 
Martha Dietrich was flying in the clouds, 
so to speak, and thoroughly enjoyed her 
first airplane trip between Lincoln and 
Omaha. Her only complaint was it didn’t 
last long enough. . . . Guest of honor at a 
farewell luncheon held at Harvey’s was 
Kay Cole, who has left the employ of the 
company to devote her hours to “knitting 
little things.” She was presented with a 
farewell gift. . . . Nancy Buel and Delores 
Ehrlich are spending their leisure hours 
making new spring outfits. . . . Dick Sin- 
clair gladly gave up the cast which was 
secured to his broken arm and is now back 
at his job of delivering mail. ... Mr. Devoe 
was certainly non-plussed when his three- 
year-old granddaughter, in all sincerity, 
asked him where his hair went. How does 
one answer such an inquiry? .. . Upon stop- 
ping at Mr. Nelsen’s desk for newsy items he 
announced that plans for the spring golf 
tournament were under way. ‘This advance 
notice should give all interested parties a 
chance to get in a few practice games and 
be in condition for the big event. ... We 
thought the following information in con- 
nection with the toll prorate study prepared 
for the USITA was most interesting. A 
complete copy of the study measured about 
10” thick and weighed approximately 26 
pounds. It required over 2,000 duplimats 
and 33,000 sheets of paper to prepare nine 
copies. And in case you’re curious about 
the cost of printing, it amounted to $1,878. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Everyone is grateful for the small sample 
of spring and looking forward to more of the 
same. ... Helen Hall is convalescing after 
recent surgery and we are very happy to 
report that she is doing nicely. Hope each 
day finds her feeling better and that she will 
be back with us again before too long... . 
Not too much traveling news, but Gerrie 
Lorenzen got too weary of the cold and snow 
and flew to San Antonio to spend two 
weeks. Seems she isn’t too good an air 
traveler and Texas wasn’t as warm as usual, 
but Gerrie had a grand time anyway... . 
We are very proud of two of our young em- 
ployees. Irena Daugilis appeared recently 
in the Playhouse Production of The Women. 
Zigrida Bumanis made her debut on TV 
with a group of Latvian Dancers in a tele- 
cast sponsored by the Cosmopolitan Club. 

Speaking of TV reminds us of the 
bad luck of our genial boss, Mr. Franklin. 
During a storm not long ago the electricity 
did a disappearing act. When it decided to 
come on again, it did so with such a ven- 
geance that it burned the picture tube out 
of his TV set.. . . As you probably noticed, 
the telephone bills are now wearing a broad 
black band on one stub. This was placed 
there to call the subscribers’ attention to 
request that this stub be returned with the 
remittance. It was inevitable that this would 
elicit a remark from some subscriber. Mar- 
garet Lucs came across a stub bearing this 
message: ‘The letter edged in _ black. 
Awfully grim, isn’t it?” ... Doris Henley 
is getting prepared for the season ahead by 
moving to a spot with the Capitol Beach 
swimming pool practically in her back yard. 
. .. Mickey Ward started out the coldest 
morning we had this year to drive her 
sister, Alice Dodd, to Liberal, Kansas. Now 
getting into Kansas by car is fine, but get- 
ting out by means of public transportation 
is sometimes a problem to confound the 
experts. By practically resorting to covered 
wagon, mule train and jack rabbits she 
finally made it to bus line and so on home 
again. ... Julia and Orrin Kastning were 
recent travelers to Minneapolis. Their trip 
came very close to having a tragic ending. 
They stopped overnight at the home of some 
friends. During the night some trouble oc- 
curred in the furnace causing it to fill the 
house with carbon monoxide fumes. Fortu- 
nately, they awakened in time, but suffered 
some very unpleasant after-effects. It was 
a rather pale and shaky Julia who returned 
to us a few days later. . . . Belva Jean is 
all smiles again these days. Her “fly-boy” 
finance has just returned from a mission to 
Labrador. . . . Geraldine Morrison is being 
transported to and from work these days in 
a very beautiful new red and white Ford. 
Just as a werning—Gerrie is learning to 
drive and has a driver’s license to prove her 
ability. Look out for those speeding tickets, 
Gerry. . . . Next month, barring a blizzard 
or two, we should be able to report the prog- 


There aren’t too many people in Superior who can clearly remember the time when Bert Kline 
was not standing guard over their telephone service, for all of his 35 years with our company has 
been accumulated at that exchange. In the picture he is receiving his new service emblem from 
Francis Darnold, district wire chief, while another area old-timer, D. D. (Duke) Eckles and W. B. Imler, 
wire chief, look on. 


ress of our gardeners of the year. We only 
hope they all have better luck than your 
essociate editor, who last year planted 5 
packages of beautiful seeds and harvested 
2 very scrawny qinnias. 


LEE 
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Our department has made a lot of people 
very happy. During the past few weeks 
we have been able to fill many requests for 
private lines that could not be completed 
until we had more cable, and some of that 
cable is now available. . . . Our colored tele- 
phones are making a big hit and we have 
sold quite a few. .. . Local Commercial has 
a new room in the basement and we like 
it much better than our old one which the 
Engineering Department now uses. 
LaVonne Joosten had been absent due to 
illness but has returned and is feeling fine. 
_.. Viola Fischer accompanied her husband 
to Chicago where he underwent surgery, and 
we are glad to report he is well on the road 
to recovery. ... The last people to go ice 
skating were Marg Whiteker and Jody 
Hartley, and no accidents were reported this 
time. Afterwards they dropped in on Nancy 
Hoffman for coffee and cookies. ... The 
best story so far concerns Stella Sowers. 
The day Mr. McDowell told her she had 
been selected for the PBX position she 
broke a dish. Now, Stella, did you want the 
job that bad? We are glad to have her 
with us and hope she will be happy here. 

. Ruth Owen and Esther Baker like M 
Street so well that they fall on their knees! 
Several of the girls were on their way to the 
Cornhusker after work one stormy night and 
when a car pulled out in front of them at 
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the Car Park, Ruthie kicked at the back tire 
as it went by, slipped on the ice and went 
down on her knees — result, no damage. 
Esther wasn’t so lucky. She fell on her knees 
at 13th and M and had a dirty coat—ruined 
her hose and her knee. .. . Our two parties 
were a baby shower in honor of Ann 
McCabe held in the Club Room and a dinner 
in honor of Ruth Fulmer at Tony & Luigi’s. 
_.. The Commercial and Plant have been 
busy the past two months on installations. 
In January of 1954 they installed 151 sta- 
tions and in 1955, 381 stations. In Feb- 
ruary of 1955, including the 24th day, there 
have been 369 stations installed compared 
to 139 for the whole month in 1954. Busi- 
ness is sure picking up around here. 
Nancy Hoffman’s home was the scene of a 
Radell Hair Party March 2. Each girl re- 
ceived an individual analysis so maybe we 
will see some changes made... . Congratu- 
lations to Ron Ahl and Gloria Gruis of the 
service department who are engaged. They 
celebrated the big event by spending the 
dav in Omaha. ... Upon invitation by Gov- 
ernor Anderson, Alex Geist paid two visits 
to the governor’s office. These visits result- 
ed in the signing of a contract for unified 
service at the State House. This means 
when the large automatic switchboard is in- 
stalled practically all state offices will be 
listed under one number. 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Probably due to spring fever, there’s not 

much exciting news from our departments. 

We welcome Mrs. Glenn Obert as a 

new member to our forces. Betty will be 

in the district plant office and will help 
with the News, etc. 


Toll Equipment Department 
Judy Whitney, Correspondent 


Bill Wolfe and Ardell Robison have 
been helping install the new equipment 
at the Lincoln Air Force Base. ... Dave 
Guthrie has been in Palmyra helping in- 
stall some special equipment for the North- 
ern Gas and Pipeline Company. . . . Roemer 
L. Dalton has been seen recently driving 
a new two-tone 1954 job. It is a beauty, 
and he has reason to be proud of it... . 
Congratulations are in order for Ardell 
Robison, a brand new grandfather, whose 
grandson was born in Omaha January 27. 

Toll Equipment personnel has been 
taking an extensive course in First Aid 
practices. Instructor Lloyd Jenkins hopes 
to qualify all participants of the course by 
giving them a certificate which enables 
them to take charge in case of an emer- 
gency. . . . Perry Caldwell’s hobby is 
cabinet making. He recently completed a 
bedroom suite for his newly married son 
and daughter-in-law. He did such a profes- 
sional job, it’s a wonder the Carpenter’s 
Union doesn’t invite him to join. ... The 
fad around here seems to be Hi-Fi. Al 
Reed, Max Jenkins, and Oliver Hoffman 
are tape-recording enthusiasts, and Lloyd 
Park is going all out for Hi-Fi music. ... 
John Loudenback is building an electronic 
organ in his basement at home. 

Wire Chief's Department 
Sharon Caldwell, Correspondent 

Marvin Murphy took an early vacation 
and went to the Mardi Gras and had a 
wonderful time. . . . Roy Mills had a new 
experience going down the church aisle. 
His daughter Delores became the bride of 
Bob Davies. . . . There is another sparkle 
in this department, this time on the left 
hand of Gloria Gruis. Congratulations, 
Gloria. We had an unusual situation 
last month when Rollie Wart, the former 
frameman, was training his father, Harold, 
for his old position so Rollie could fill a 


new position as a clerk for the wire chief’s 
department. 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 
Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


In one form or another, the flu bug has 
flown in many directions. If the sufferers 
are mentioned by name, there may be con- 
tradiction with “Why this isn’t a cold, it is 
just spring fever contracted during those 
few spring days we had a few days ago” or 
some such remark. So, all you folks who 
haven't been feeling up to par, hang on. 
Spring, plus the fishing season, is really 
just around the corner and that will take 
care of everything. Mina Jorgensen, 
General Plant, and her husband entertained 
guests at the annual Hawaiian dinner party 
at the University Club. The Club is a fine 
rendezvous for entertaining and those who 
had the pleasure on this occasion, we’re sure, 
shared a real treat... . . The four-month-old 
grandson of Reah Churchill, Cafeteria, has 
been seriously ill with virus pneumonia. 


We are happy to report that the little fellow 
is on the road to recovery, after a real tough 
struggle. . . . Recently, the extracurricular 
activities of Merle M. Hale, Vice-President, 
took him to Wichita for a few days. Mr. 
Hale is Grand Senior Warden of the Grand 
Lodge of Nebraska. He attended the Kansas 
Grand Lodge Communication as the per- 
sonal representative of the Grand Master of 
Nebraska. . . . According to the word that 
the Boss Man (you know who, Mr. George 
Barney, Plant Superintendent) has received, 
the Herbert Potters, our newly retired Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, are having a wonderful 
time enjoying the far-off parts of South 
America. Through them, we are sharing 
the sights and happiness they are currently 
having. We hope they will continue to keep 
in touch with us. ... One of our friends 
told us of a trip that is under way by one 
of the folks about whom we struggle to re- 
port the news, but we’d better wait until 
they return then try to tell about it. ... 
Then, there is another trip planned by an- 
other man and his wife, but we’re sworn to 
secrecy about that! So, we’ll have a p.m. 
on these two items. Such is the life of an 
associate editor. . . . Callers in the general 
plant office during the past month have 
been Bert Huddleston, Forrest Behm, Rex 
Winders, Herb Jenkins, and “Doc” Wilson. 
It was fine of them to stop in and chat a 
moment with us. 


construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Ke Associate Editor 


We are gradually getting those on the 
sick list back to work. Earl Lytle has re- 
covered from his knee injury and is work- 
ing at Hastings. We are happy to report 
that Merle Heath is back on the job... . 
Cliff Artz is now home from the hospital 
and getting along fine. He will be back 
shortly. February 18 was a very un- 
happy day for Don Utterson. He fell some 
twenty feet when a messenger broke while 
he was spinning cable. He was taken to St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospital with a broken back. He 
now has a cast and went home from the 
hospital March 5 and we’re happy to say 
he is getting along fine. . . . And as usual 
we find our crews pretty well moved around 
from our last report. Kenney Peters’ crew 
is working in the vicinity of Superior... . 
“Deke” Simpson and crew are starting a 
wire stringing job between Pawnee City and 
Steinauer. Paul Wilkinson’s gang are 
setting the poles on the Ashland town job. 
. . . Out west, we find Tommy Hedges and 
crew stringing an additional circuit into 
Trumbull. Lyle Piper and crew are 
doing routine and maintenance work in and 
around Beaver Crossing and Cordova... 

Our Nebraska City crew, headed by Don 
Jones, has moved into Dawson where they 
are working a farm line extension job to 
pick up some additional subscribers... . 
George Wasson and crew are repairing Be- 
atrice farm lines. Our Lincoln crews 
are working on Lincoln estimate jobs as well 
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as most of our cable splicers with the excep- 
tion of Nickell and Higgins and their help- 
ers who are still at York. John Witmer and 
helper are at Weeping Water, and George 
Bossung and helper are at Beatrice. 


Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


Charlene Timmons received her Bachelor 
of Science degree in Home Economics from 
the University of Nebraska on Feb. 5. She 
is to be congratulated for achieving a degree 
and working in our office at the same time. 
. . . There was a blessed event(?) in the 
Rowland household on Feb. 23. Virginia 
became a mother, not of a little baby, but 
of her nephew “Mike.” On that day the 
adoption was granted and Mike even had 
the unusual privilege of choosing a new 
middle name. Unless the Air Force changes 
rules, Virginia will leave us some day soon 
and join her husband in Tripoli. . . . Mari- 
lyn Lionberger will be hooking up her new 
house trailer one of these days and will 
join her husband who is going to make the 
army his career. .. Betty Wright and 
Maxine Richert took their vacations before 
their leaves of absence started, just imagine 
they both stayed home. . . . Maxine received 
many beautiful gifts when she was honored 
at a pink and blue shower given by Kenny 
Perry. . . . Wilma Drake has a new angle! 
If you want an extra day off, just take off 
the day before your scheduled day off, then 
come to work on your day off and declare 
you looked at the schedule wrong! . . . Now 
of course if Elaine Hall doesn’t show up for 
work a doctor should be called to investi- 
gate. It seems Elaine recently made a mis- 
take and started to gargle with Lysol. Thank 
goodness she had diluted it with a little 
water! If they ever make a pleasant tasting 
poison, that will be the end of Elaine! ... 
Ruth Robinson’s vacation plans were 
changed because of a snowstorm so she 
stayed home instead of going to Denver. 
. . . Barbara Miller has been off several 
weeks after having the misfortune to fall 
and sprain her ankle. Lately is seems like 
everyone wants to get into a cast! . . . Shir- 
ley Gillispie is wearing a beautiful diamond 
ring. We hope its brightness will keep 
her awake! ... A farewell party was held 
for Mrs. Christopher who received many 
gifts from the girls. Helen Krieger, Shirley 
Gillispie, Eunice Green, Evelyn Troxler and 
Joan Giebelhaus arranged the program and 
served the refreshments. Lois Meyers sang, 
Kathy Carey danced, Jere Carey played the 
accordion, Annette Van Steenberg played 
a planc solo and last but not least, Shirley 
Gillispie sang—probably one of the few 
times an entertainer turned her back to the 
audience! Anyway, the wonderful lunch 
and program were enjoyed. Working 
night relief must be getting Rosie Armagost 
down. We heard that the other morning she 
couldn’t get the plug into the jack and sev- 
eral minutes passed before she realized she 
was trying to insert her pencil instead! 
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Bill Rosenthal, General Shop, = 
bought a new alarm clock but its 
cord was so short it would not 
reach the shelf where the old one 
Sat. He put it on a night stand 
across the room. When it heralded 


It was a -dark and stormy night that the 
girls from the general office chose for a 
going-awday party on Betty Miles. Hostess 
Joan Moorberg feared they might not brave 
the weather. She heard a great commotion 


Perhaps our courtesy training program the beginning of the new day, Bill outside, and running to the window saw 
extends too far. _ Roy Brendle, Lincoln tore himself from his bed, half Dorothy Bader, general commercial, wield- 
Commercial, was quite irked when he spoke awake, and fumbled his way toward ing a huge snow shovel, making a path to 
politely to a well-dressed display dummy the sound, banging his head on the her very door, with the rest of the party 
in a local dry goods store and received now vacant shelf. Instead of wak- following close behind. 
no greeting in return. ing Bill up, the blow knocked him 
cold! 
4 ? 
: - HERE'S YOUR KEY, YOU How Do You KNOW 2. 
= ase | GOT A NICE CAR . gall YOU DIDN'T DRIVE JT. 


| GOTTA HURRY ! 
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Velma Bock 


and Marian Sinnett, Geneva Coml.,. 
needed a statement from a local business 
house and offered Bill Minich the use of one 
of their cars if he would get the bill. He 
chose Mrs. Sinnett's new Ford, so she gave 
him the keys and he went his way. A few 
minutes later the girls looked out the win- 
dow to find the Ford still parked outside 
but another car which was parked beside it 
was missing. A few minutes later the crimi- 
nal returned with the statement and the 
stolen car. He is still quaking to think of 
his narrow escape from the prison walls. 


If she hurried, thought Norma Maschmann, 
Hebron Traffic, she could get to the 
cafe and back while on her relief the 
other night. She draped a coat about 
her shoulders and took a_ short cut 
through the back door. Such was her 
speed that the coat fell off and the 
door banged shut before she could stop. 
Norma had to go around the building to 
the front door and ring for admission 
before she could retrieve the coat 
and continue on her way. 


SS 


There must have been something inter- 
esting in our last issue. Delores 
Ehrlich, Accounting, read her copy as 
she sat beside the stove waiting for 
supper to cook and, would you believe 
it? She burned the meal! 


AT'S ONLY HALF THE SSS 


NOW LOOK , BUDDY, LETS 
NOT CARRY THIS 
INFATUATION 100 FAR ! 
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GEE, IT SEEMS LIKE 
THE SUN CHME UP 
AWFULLY EARLY TODAY 
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Al Ager, Lincoln Plant, has a yen for As Ann Hanson, Superior, left the office on 


rustic scenery and usually takes the un- Ruth Kadavy, of general commercial, an errand she spied a squirrel tight-wire 
beaten paths while traveling about the mistakenly set her alarm clock for walking on a cable overhead. She spoke to 
countryside. He was driving the trails eight A.M., arose at the first it and the rodent decided immediately to be 
up Valparaiso way the other day when he tinkle of the bell, prepared a friends. It almost jumped for joy, Ann de- 
got mired down in the mud. This didn't leisurely breakfast and sauntered clares. It followed her to her destination 
worry Al too much for he had only to use to work, She noticed the absence and waited outside the door until she re- 
the mobile radio to call for help. But of traffic and the height of the appeared, then dogged her footsteps back to 
' when he tried to give his location poor sun in the sky but it didn't occur the office. Ann half expected that it would 
aye had to admit that he was completely to her that she was an _ hour late be waiting for her when the office closed 
ost. 


| | until she reached her desk. that night. 


~~ 


Pa 


ao Ge 


Be | | ope 
New Spring Fashion in Construction Trucks 


Chage 2) : 


ew Idea in Construction Trucks 


LT&T’s Latest Addition to Its Motor Vehicle Fleet 
Has Front End Derrick and Flexible Auger Unit 


By John S. Reed 


A true product of the times, the new truck has the look of efficiency and 
utility from stem to stern. Here it is snapped on location, rebuilding the toll spur 
between Wymore and Liberty. The giant auger, guided by Ed Jungck, is busily sinking 
the hole for the new pole which is being fitted with its crossarm by Loran E. Lyons. 
One thing the truck is not concerned with: The hole must still be filled and tamped 
and the wires strung by linemen who follow the truck in its pole setting operations. 
Jack Billings, truck driver, who sits in the cab and operates the machinery, is not 
in view in this picture due to the reflection from the windshield. 


A new type of heavy truck was recently put in service 
in the construction department. This vehicle is a four-ton 
unit with cab over engine and an individually heated crew 
compartment behind the cab. 

The new truck is designed for the standard functions 
of boring pole holes and setting poles. Unlike other conven- 
tional constructicn vehicles, however, it has a front mounted 
derrick and an auger unit operated through the drive mech- 
anism of the truck. If rear end operation is required for 
any reason, the derrick and auger unit can be shifted to 
the back of the truck in 12 minutes. An auger drive line 
extending the full length of the chassis permits operation 
of the auger from either end. 


To operate the derrick and auger unit, a two-winch 
mechanism with associated transmission gear box is pro- 
vided in the truck. The auger drive line also employs a two- 
speed gear box. The winches and the auger drive line oper- 
ate from the same power take-off. Five power controls are 
employed to raise and lower the derrick through the boom 
line winch, reel in or pay out the winch line through the 
second winch, and operate the auger drive line at a slow or 
fast rate as required. 

The new vehicle replaces a crew carrier and a con- 
struction truck with portable electric operated earth digger 
that had been in use in the construction department for 
several years. 


Our Cover 


Performance-plus is demonstrated by Jack Billings, truck driver, and 
Ed Jungck, lineman, in one of the first jobs assigned to the big new 
truck. In this picture the men are drilling the hole for the new pole, which 


will then be lifted by the winch line and set into place. When the wires 
are transferred to the new pole line the truck will return to pull the old 
poles from the ground and haul them away. 


The accompanying photos illustrate the versatility of 
the new truck. Only two men are needed to handle the 
equipment; one to operate the power controls and drive the 
truck, and the other to guide the auger unit in boring the 
pole hole, and handle the pole in setting it with the derrick 
and winch line. In a trial run with the new truck, the two 
men have set poles at an average rate of one pole every 
eight or nine minutes, which represents a considerable 
saving in time and effort over that obtained by using the 


portable electric digger and standard derrick truck. Three 
men had been required to operate the older equipment. 

The truck also does an excellent job of moving poles 
in road widening projects. It digs a hole, pulls out the pole, 
replaces it in the freshly dug hole, and moves on to the next 
location all in the space of 15 minutes as demonstrated in 
another trial run. 

The new truck is assigned to George Wasson’s crew, 
headquartering in Beatrice. 


The new truck is now assigned to the crew of Foreman George Wasson, 
who headquarter at Beatrice. Though still in the process of learning its 
possibilities, some remarkable records have already been established by the 
truck and crew; both in demonstrations by Driver Jack Billings and Lineman 
Ed Jungck and in practical operations on the job. In the picture the crew 
is assembled for the camera before starting out on their afternoon round of 
toil. From left to right: E. J. Jungck, L. E. Lyons, D. R. Schark, D. L. 
Fisher, Jack Billings, F. O. Jurgens and G. A. Wasson, foreman. 
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Under certain conditions of terrain it becomes desirable to 
mount the derrick and auger in its time-honored position at the 
rear of the truck. At such times two men can make the change 
from front to rear in 12 minutes by the clock. Here the truck is 
using a rear mount on a job near Beatrice. 


As the pole line grows behind it, the truck and its two-man 
crew move On to the next pole location, its auger poised and ready 
to bite into the ground the moment it swings over the stake. Com- 
plete visibility of the front-end mount reduces truck manipulation 
to a minimum. 
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Merchandising 


by William D. Quinn 


—Editor’s Note: 


In his new position as Sales Supervisor, William D. 
(Bill) Quinn has been traveling about the territory holding 
small-group meetings and interviewing supervisory person- 
nel on the subject of “merchandising” telephone services and 
equipment. His message has brought unreserved endorse- 
ment at every point. There is no doubt that employees gen- 
erally are eager to hear the opening gong of the company’s 
merchandising effort, and will join in united labors toward 
the important objective. 


Most people, telephone folk included, think of our 
business as a natural monopoly; void of competition; with 
little need to contend with other industries for public favor 
or reward. 

But there has been a rude awakening. It has become 
apparent that we do have competition—very real and active 
—from such items as bright colored automobiles, television 
sets, storm windows, refrigerators, electrical appliances, and 
a thousand other articles, great and small. 

We are in the midst of the greatest buying period Amer- 
ica has ever known. Manufacturers and dealers of all these 
articles are blaring out their virtues through every sales 
medium, creating a desire for their wares in the minds of 
potential customers and they buy, and buy, and buy. 

Sometimes, we have been shocked to find, the tele- 
phone comes out in order that our former subscriber might 
meet the payments on the shiny new gadgets he has pur- 
chased in his enthusiasm. 

We telephone people have been doing a pretty good 
job of selling for the past 12 years. We have been able 
to convince the public that we cannot furnish them with 
certain types of telephone service. We have explained to 
their satisfaction why some must wait for a main station, 
a private line, or special services. Through it all we have 
maintained a high level of public good will. 

But now is the time to reverse this procedure and con- 
vince our public that we do have something to sell. We must 


Mr. Quinn, at left, solicits the aid and comments of Norma Jean Dettmer, 
cashier, and Elmer Neujahr, manager at Syracuse, on the subject of Mer- 


chandising. The three aaree that the field is fertile and rich for telephone 
salesmanship among subscribers of this progressive community. 
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At Ashland, Mr. Quinn discusses the merits of an employees’ sales 
participation plan with Gladys Bell, cashier, and Charles Novak, manager. 
The notion met with enthusiasm throughout the territory. 


“set our foot in the door” of this great new era and actively 
compete for our share of the customer’s dollar. The magic 
formula which can bring this about is contained in the word 
Merchandising.” 

Usually we think of merchandising in connection with 
department or grocery stores, etc., where it is merely a type 
of approach to an objective of sales. It is a broader term 
than “selling.” In our case it will mean that we not only 
have things to sell but we are actively engaged in doing so. 
And we can “merchandise” extensions, special cords, special 
bells, extra listings, colored telephones, loud speaking tele- 
phones, long distance service and many other items. 


Within the next few weeks an Employees’ Participation 
Program will be presented to all LT&T folk. We hope the 
program will meet with the enthusiastic response of em- 
ployees, management and subscribers. Active selling will 
improve relations with our subscribers because they will 
feel that we value their business by attempting to improve 
their advantages through a more complete telephone service. 

With nearly 1,500 sales-minded employees stressing our 
services to their friends, relation and neighbors; and in con- 
tacts over the back yard fence, in stores, social and civic 
gatherings and during their daily routines, the word “‘mer- 
chandising” will take on its true meaning and the results, in 
terms of new business, will surpass our most optimistic 
expectations. 


CONSUMERS BECOME MORE OPTIMISTIC 


Surveys of Consumer Expectations 


— Lf carly 1954 & Early 1955 
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National surveys furnish proof of optimistic consumers, primed and 
ready to buy the materials and services they need for their convenience 
and pleasure. We'll be doing them a favor, says Mr. Quinn, to sell them 
the items necessary to completely modernize their telephone facilities. 


Champion of Hummers is 


THE DIAL TONE 


The familiar monotone, so easily taken for 
granted in dial operated exchanges, is the 
voice of the switching equipment saying “Number Please.” 


“The Voice With The Smile,” she is called: the cheery 
local operator whose greeting, “Number Please,” is repeated 
hundreds of times a day with just the right amount of rising 
inflection. These words inform telephone subscribers in 
manual exchanges that the operator recognizes their desire 
to make a telephone call and that she is listening for further 
instructions. 

Subscribers in dial exchanges hear another voice — of 
a baritone quality — soon after they lift the telephone to 
their ear. This is the dial tone. Its function also is to inform 
subscribers that the mechanical equipment has recognized 
their intention to place a telephone call and is prepared to 
receive the dialed instructions. The dial tone has no rising 
inflection, but there is something businesslike and friendly 
in its inarticulate monotone as it comes to the subscriber’s ear. 

As in the manual exchange, the subscriber cannot pro- 
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Ivan C. Hellerich, switchman, checks the unit 
which produces the dial tone at Lincoln’s 5-7 
Office. It also provides the tones for “line busy” 
and “all trunks busy.” An _ identical auxiliary 
unit stands by and will go into operation auto- 
matically in case of breakdown or power failure. 


gress with his call until the operator is listening to him, so 
in the mechanical system he cannot dial his instructions 
until the equipment is ready to receive them. 


Proper dialing procedure is covered by instructions in 
the telephone directories for all dial exchanges—instructions 
which all too few telephone users take the trouble to read 
and heed. Number One in the list admonishes: LIFT THE 
RECEIVER AND LISTEN FOR THE DIAL TONE— 
a steady “humm-m-m-ing” sound. DO NOT START TO 
DIAL UNTIL YOU HEAR THIS TONE. 


The sequence of events prior to the operator’s acknowl- 
edgement of a call being placed through the manual system 
is generally understood by most telephone people. They 
include the making of initial contact by the switch hook 
or plunger of the calling party's telephone; the operation 
of the line relay; the illumination of the line lamp; and the 
inserting of one plug of a cord pair into the line jack. 

Not so well understood is the functioning of the dial 
system in which the originating short at the calling tele- 
phone agitates the line finder into seeking the calling line 
from a group of 200 such lines; seizing it and extending the 
connection to the associated first selector, from which the 
dial tone is returned to the subscriber, telling him he may 
now dial. 

The time element in completing these kindred oper- 
ations is almost always in favor of the dial system. 

In most of the smaller central offices the dial tone is 
produced by vibrator-type tone generators. Some larger 
offices, including the 4, 5, 6 and 7 offices at Lincoln, use 
rotary tone machines having a frequency output of 120 
cycles superimposed upon a 600 cycle tone. 

The dial tone also serves as a basic tone for other sig- 
nals used at the central office. By interrupting it at the 
rate of 60 beats per minute and distributing the modified 
tone to connector shelves have the familiar 60 IPM 
tone which tells us the called line is busy. By interrupting 
the basic tone at the rate of 120 times a minute the “all- 
trunks-busy tone” is produced. This signal is sometimes en- 

countered by subscribers during busy hours at the central 
office. The high-pitched dialing tone which greets the users 
of the company PABX at Lincoln is a product of a vibrator: 
type tone generator associated directly with the PABX 
equipment. 

In this story we shall not touch upon the numerous 
tones and signals, both audible and visual, which are used 
for call clearance and supervision on operator toll dialing. 
They are a distinct family group, and discussion of their 
uses would only confuse the issue now before the house. 


THE TIME FOR SAFETY 


Falls are a common cause of 
injuries. Here combinationman 
Gene Kalkwarf shows his prefer- 
ence for a safe secure position 
on a sturdy step-ladder rather 
than a precarious perch on the box in the Lincoln storeroom. 


Nelson Liesveld, tool repair- 
man, won’t be moaning “Oh! my 
aching back!” because he does 
not stoop, but crouches when 
getting ready to lift a heavy 


crate at his right when wiring 
station protectors high up in a 
basement. 


He also has made sure he can 
lift the box by himself. 


IS ALL THE TIME: 


Combinationman Jim Green 
demonstrates the correct use of 
protective equipment when drill- 
ing holes in masonry wall for a 
bridle wire run in rings. The 
plastic goggles protect his eyes 
from flying chips and the gloves 
prevent injury to his hands. 


Perched high upon a stepped 
pole, Bob Wenzel illustrates the 
proper working pose of a com- 
binationman, with his safety 
strap around the pole and eyes 
well above the level of a ter- 
minal box for a drop cable being 
connected. 


We CAN Prevent Accidents 
— and we proved it in 1954 


By John S. Reed 


When you stop to think of it—accidents can be pre- 
vented. That’s what LT@’T’s plant department employees 
proved last year when they chalked up an all-time low of 
four lost-time accidents and 85 days lost because of these 
mishaps. This is the lowest yearly toll since the present 
accident prevention program was inaugurated January 1, 
1940. 

Forty-nine plant organization groups have received cer- 
tificates attesting to their successful accident prevention 
efforts during the last six months of 1954, the largest number 
in history. Six of these groups merited special commenda- 
tion in that they have regularly been awarded such certifi- 
cates every six months for 15 years! They include two 
switchroom crews, one toll wire chief group, and three area 
working forces. One area employee group has gone 12!/4 
years without a single lost-time accident; another, 9 years; 
and a repair shop force, 8 years. 

Alertness to job nao care in lifting and in assum- 
ing work positions, and willin ngness to wear protective equip- 


ment like safety goggles and gloves are some of the reasons 
that these safety-minded groups have been free from dis- 
abling accidents for such long periods of time. Photos in this 
article illustrate a few of the safe practices that contribute 
to an accident-free record. Body injuries that have resulted 
to plant department employees from both lost-time and 
no-lost-time accidents in 1954 are depicted in the chart 
showing classification of accidents by parts of body injured. 

Telephone work is said to be about the safest of any 
industry in the country, five times safer than the average 
industry and 25 times safer than the most hazardous occu- 
pations. LT&T has shown a continuing trend to a better 
and better safety record as the chart on accident trends in 
this company indicates. 

Safety is no accident; it is the result of continuous 
thought and practice on the part of the employees and 
their supervisors. Our plant people are to be commended 
for their efforts in the direction of the finest safety record 


e @ Accidents, Continued. 


PLANT ORGANIZATION GROUPS WHO WERE 
AWARDED ACCIDENT PREVENTION CERTIFICATES 
FOR THE LAST SIX MONTHS OF 1954 


Organization Unit Supervisor 
180 Months—January 1, 1940 to December 31, 1954 


Organization Unif Supervisor 
42 Months—July 1, 1951 to December 31, 1954 


David City Area Employees H. W. Armagost 
P. A. Wilkinson 
L. W. Neff 


36 Months—January 1, 1952 to December 31, 1954 


4 Office Employees S eee P. A. Wilkinson and Crew 

it ee ee ies C.F. Peachman Custodian Department Employees 
Superior Area Employees Ls a nce 

Tecumseh Area Employees CNS Eee T. B. Chinnock and Crew 


J. H. Mankamyer 


T. B. Chinnock 


Sutton Area Employees ~ eS as a Fea : i a a 
—July 1, 1942 to December 31, 1954 penen sree: EMplnyees . H. Wellman 
Geneva pnb cei il C. J. Crew 30 Months—July 1, 1952 fo December 31, 1954 


York Area Employees 
Garage Employees 


108 Months—January 1, 1946 fo December 31, 1954 


Auburn Area Employees G. L. Oglesby 


96 Months—January 1, 1947 to December 31, 1954 


Repair Shop Employees W. K. Eno 


84 Months—January 1, 1948 to December 31, 1954 


Fairbury Area Employees T. E. Longdon 


12 Months—January 1, 1949 to December 31, 1954 


S. G. Nelson 
E. H. Royce 


24 Months—January 1, 1953 to December 31, 1954 


Nebraska City Area Employees A. M. Newens 
G. C. Artz and Crew G. C. Artz 
L. V. Shirey and Crew L. V. Shirey 
G. A. Wasson and Crew G. A. Wasson 
A. R. Fritz and Crew A. R. Fritz 
D. E. Jones and Crew D. E. Jones 


#3 Office Employees 4, - ee 18 Months—July 1, 1953 to December 31, 1954 
R. E. Hibbert and Crew 34 1954 Beatrice Area Employees M. L. Hodge 
= mber T. B. Hedges and Crew T. B. Hedges 
66 Months July 1, 1949 to Dece R. H. Gray Warehouse Employees R. R. Rauch 


Seward Area Employees 


60 Months—January 1, 1950 to December 31, 1954 


L. T. Piper and Crew L. T. Piper 
54 Months—July 1, 1950 to December 31, 1954 


Lincoin Switchroom Employees H. C. Smith 


Hastings Area Employees 


Southern District Employees 
Toll Equipment Employees 
Supply Department Employees 


Toll Equipment Supervisor Employees 


E. J. Flowerday 


Ivan Paddack 


Clyde Burge 
O. G. Hoffman 
F. M. Strasser 


12 Months—January 1, 1954 to December 31, 1954 


: . F. Stale 
#5-7 Office Employees me Fete J. M. Hobson and Crew J. M. Hobson 
Wahoo “Area Employees sb Schneider Local Wire Chief Employees R. J. Conno 
#2 Office Employees gO Gee serene ae ie “BO melee 
ploy 1954 Central District Employees C. B. Meshier 
48 Months—January 1, 1951 fo December 31, 195 Western District Employees John Spady 
Crate Area Emolovecc G. D. Brock  C.O.E. Installation Crew W. P. Shuck 
ee — Stromsburg Area Employees R. E. Wait 
2 ACCIDENTS B oire bast 6 Months—July 1, 1954 to December 31, 1954 
BANS LOST 2) Plattsmouth Area Employees E. A. Ernst 
Eastern District Employees P. H. Henson 
a AVA) SHOULDER 
A iDE 700: 
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By Parts of Body Injured 


CLASSIFICATION OF ACCIDENTS TRENDS IN LOST TIME ACCIDENTS 
LT&1 Plant Department 1940-1954 


“35-Year Award fo Grace Hauschild 


It was cuite an occasion on April 12 when I. J. Devoe, controller, 
presented the 35-year service emblem to Grace Hauschild, popular and 
efficient guardian of the employees’ service record files. Mr. Devoe and Miss 
Hauschild stand in the foreground. Grouped about them, left to right, are: 
Dewey Nelsen, Bob Ross, Dick Snohn, George Mann, Bruce Sievers, Harold 
Brady, Carl Ahl, Elincre Wunch, Clara Jones, John Backstrom, Lily Malecek, 
Marie Vidlock, Rose Carlson, Helen Pickard and M. W. Franklin. 
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Keith Elected To Lead Forty-Niners 

The Forty-Niners folk dance club held its annual business meeting May 2, 
intermingling the serious affairs of the club’s operation among the usual 
strains of polkas and sauare dance music. 

George B. Keith was elected nresident of the club for the coming year. 
The other officers, Auaqust Brunke, vice president, and Don Swanson, secre- 
tary-treasurer were reelected. Mr. Keith has devoted a terrific amount of 
time and talent to the club during the nast season, particularly in the plan- 
ning and shaping of the outstanding decorations which have been a feature 
of the dances this year. 

The Forty-Niners took their name from the vear in which they were 
organized. Originally sponsored by the personnel department, the club 
began as an instruction class in folk dancinz and soon had enough devotees 
to form into a self-sustainina orqanization and has remained so throughout 
the years. 


In the picture above the officers and wives nose informally at their last 
dance. Left to right: George B. Keith, Mrs. Keith, Roy Mills, caller, Mrs. 
Brunke, August Brunke, Mrs. Swanson and Don Swanson. In the picture 
below the club members assemble for their portrait. The scene of their 
activities during the past two seasons has been the Bethany Community 
House. 


FOR 


* * * 


THE FULL LACE CUFFS OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY came int 

Queen Elizabeth I wanted to hide the fact that she was missing a fase My 
Peoples Encyclopedia gives this and other explanations of why fashions change. After 
the French Revolution, for example, it became a mortal offense for men to be caught 


THE GIRLS! 


wearing the knee-length breeches of the court, and they went out of style in favor of 
commoners’ trousers. Modern woman's interest in sports has brought about another 
fashion innovation — the play suit. . . . Religious movements, economic trends 
social changes have all been behind changes in fashion. , 


great 


PHYSICIANS SAY EVERYONE OVER 45 should have 
oS his chest x-rayed every six months. This is partly a pre- 


53 caution against undiscovered tuberculosis, though, actu- 


ally, people over 45 are no likelier to have tuberculosis 
than others. More important, however, chest radiographs 
twice a year after that age will help find other difficulties 
such as lung cancer, which can be cured when found and 
treated early. 

* x * 


OUR MENFOLK MAY GIVE US AN ARGUMENT about 
“who wears the pants” in the family, but when it comes to 
shoes, they’re strictly outclassed: According to the American 
Peoples Encyclopedia Yearbook, American women bought a 
total of 221 million pairs of shoes last year. That’s about four 
Pairs apiece and half of all the shoes that were sold in the 
United States. Children wore out 123 million pairs; men bought 
only 98 million pairs. 


* * * 


GET-ACQUAINTED GIMMICK. That's what your cam- 
era can be for you when you're vacationing. Whether 
it's One person or an entire family you'd like to know 
better, a camera serves as a natural ice-breaker. Ask 
some interesting young man if he'd mind taking a snap- 
shot of you so you will have a vacation photo to send 
the folks or office slaves back home. It will start che 
conversational ball rolling. From then on, you're strictly 
on your own. 


ok 1 *K 


FOR A HAPPY VACATION, a few packs of fresh playing 
cards should be on everyone's check list. A pleasant evening 
of Bridge, Canasta or Gin Rummy is one of the best ways 
to get better acquainted with people you'd like to know at 
resorts. Also you'll find that crisp, new cards will help cool 
a damp, muggy day when you can't enjoy a swim or set of 
tennis. And in calm, sunny weather, you might spread a 
blanket on the sand and play your favorite card game right 
on the beach. 


* ‘k ik 


BACK IN 1902, the arms manufacturer, Smith & 
Wesson, brought out a little handgun called a “Lady- 
smith.” It was made, says the National Rifle Asso- 
ciation, because it appealed to a large number of 
feminine users. Those were the days when it was not 
thought unladylike for bicycle riders of the fairer 
sex to Carry a pistol of some kind in their handbags. 


* bE * 


SWISS SIZZLERS when balmy weather calls and you 
spend less time indoors. They are an ideal pick-up 
lunch to serve with a fresh fruit salad, and are made 
this way: Halve 4 enriched yeast-raised hamburger 
buns. Spread buns with deviled ham. Saute 34 cup 
minced onion in 2 tbsp. butter until soft. Add just a 
dash of thyme and spread mixture over the deviled 
ham. Top each bun with 2 slices of processed Swiss 
cheese and a dash of catsup. Broil until bubbly and 
serve at once. 
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ENGLISH TRIFLE — one of the oldest desserts on record 
—at first was simply clotted cream on sweetened fruit, 
later evolved into an claborate concoction with rich 
cookies, candied fruits, preserves, liqueurs and whipped 
cream. A more simple, modernized version of the ancient 
and honorable trifle is this: For six servings, combine 
244 cups milk with 1 package custard-flavored dessert 
mix in a saucepan. Cook, stirring frequently, until mixture 
comes to a boil, about 7 minutes. (The mixture will be 
thin, but it thickens as it cools.) For each trifle, place 
piece of sponge cake in a dessert dish. Pour about 2 tbsp. 
sherry over the cake, sprinkle with grated lemon rind, 
spread with 2 tbsp. strawberry jam. Top with custard, 
decorated with ribbons of jam made by letting jam drop 
from teaspoon. Add whipped cream if desired 


. 


General Auditor fo Controller 


In an announcement made by Thomas 
C. Woods, president, the title of the 
head of the accounting department shall 
te designated as Controller and the 
former title of General Auditor will be 
discontinued. Mr. Woods explained 
that the change was made in order to 
more accurately designate the duties and 
responsibilities of the accounting offi- 
cer of the company. I. J. Devoe, there- 
fore, is now Controller for LT&T, and 
B. J. Sievers becomes Assistant Con- 
troller; the former title of Assistant 
General Auditor also being discon- 
tinued. 


Looking For a Program? 
A helpful hint for those LT&T folk 


who are given the job of obtaining pro- 
grams for meetings of groups and 
lodges to which they belong: The Ne- 
braska Heart Association can offer free 
educational programs because of the 
generous support of the annual Heart 
Drive. 

Speakers are physicians who have 
volunteered their time. Programs in- 
clude a showing of free sound films and 
can be adjusted to suit the needs of any 
group. However, the basic program is 
one hour in length. Three weeks notice 
is required in scheduling. 

Your group may be surprised to hear 
that there are ten million heart patients 
in the nation including an estimated 
80,000 Nebraskans. More persons died 
from heart disease last year in Nebraska 
than from the next FIVE leading 
causes. 

Simply write to Heart, Omaha 1, 
Nebraska, for more information on 
scheduling programs. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Roy M. Harig, father of Geraldine Wil- 
liams of Superior Traffic, died March 30. 
Services were held at the Megrue-Denny Fu- 
neral Home in Superior and interment in 
Evergreen Cemetery. 

Mrs. Rose Francis, mother of Margaret 
Francis, treasurer's office, passed away April 
24. Private funeral services were held April 
26, with burial in Lincoln Memorial Park. 

Mrs. Sarah A. Piper, mother of Lyle T. 
Piper, construction foreman at York, passed 
away April 30. Funeral services were held 


May 4 at York. 


DeBacker "Rolls His Own’ Sports Car 


a 
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Mr. DeBacker at the wheel of the ‘’Road Bug” on its arrival at the Bonneville salt flats. Several 
different makes and models of cars were compounded into the speedy finished product. 


Out Hastings way the deep breathing, 
fire-snorting creation of A. L. (Mickey) 
DeBacker has gathered a lot of local 
and national publicity. The object in 
question is the “Road Bug,” a com- 
posite sports car that grew from a 1927 
Ford Roadster. 

It began as a $15 investment, when 
Mickey purchased the old Model T. 
With a background of building four 
V-8 hot rods, Mickey started his project 
of assembling a good reliable roadster 
for all-weather use. 

A °48 Mercury block was bored over 
stock, ported, relieved and refitted with 
stock valves. The crank is stock Merc 
and the cam a mild Weber regrind. A 
pair of Offenhauser heads, an Edel- 
brock dual intake manifold, two Strom- 
berg 97's and a Harman and Collins 
dual coil ignition complete the engine 
equipment. 

The Model T frame rails were modi- 
fied and the roadster body dropped 
over a °30 Model A suspension. The 
radius of the °27 rear fenders had to be 
increased nine inches and the front fen- 
ders raised to provide wheel clearance. 
The column shift came from a *41 Ford 
while inside panels and seats were 


the flamingo body paint. 

With all in readiness, Mickey purred 
out to the 1954 meet at the Bonneville, 
Utah, salt flats, stripped off the wind- 
shield and spare tire and sped down the 
course at a speed of 101 miles an hour. 
That's probably as fast as any Model T 
body would care to go. 

Mr. DeBacker’s car was featured in a 
two-page spread of “Car Craft,” a na- 
tional publication devoted to custom 
cars and hot rods. Right now Mickey is 
engaged in constructing a 16-foot in- 
board motor boat which he hopes to 
complete this summer. His daytime 
hours are occupied with his work as 
lineman on the Hastings construction 
crew. 
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The driver's pit features simplicity in the instru- 
ment vanel and a professional-looking job of up- 


covered with plastic material matching) 


olstery in flamingo plastic. 


Aaron Kilcoyne Dies 
yne D 

Aaron Kilcoyne, 61, a member of the 
night custodian forces at Lincoln, passed 
away on Friday, April 22. Mr. Kilcoyne 
was born at Auburn and had been a 
resident of Lincoln since 1914. He had 
been employed by the company for 
about three years. 


Headlines 


Sterling Nelson, area manager, York, was 
appointed chairman of the exploring com- 
mittee for the Cornhusker Council, Boy 
Scouts of America, by President Leo Hill 
of Lincoln. 

E. J. Flowerday, area manager, Hastings, 
was elected vice president of the Overland 
Boy Scout Council at a meeting held at 
Grand Island April 17. 
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A New Scribe For Engineering 


In this issue Victor B. Musselman 
embarks on his literary career as the 
new associate editor for the engineering 
department. We have great expecta- 
tions, for Vic is a 
man of positive 
thought and action 
and is at his best 
when defending one 
or the other. It must 
be pointed out that 
the opinions to be 
hereafter expressed 
in the engineering 
department column 

Victor B. Musselman wil] not necessarily 
be those of the News, the editor, or for 
that matter anyone else that we know 
of. Of course we are only joking. You'll 
enjoy the products of Vic’s pen and 
we are both happy and fortunate to 
welcome him into the fold of the News 
staff. 


Mr. Musselman is a veteran of more 
than a quarter century in the engineer- 
ing department. As associate editor he 
replaces B. A. Isaman, who lays down 
his News activities on his appointment 
as new outside plant engineer. 


Long, Long Ago 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry White observed 
their 50th wedding anniversary Sun- 
day, April 17, by holding open house 
for their relatives and friends at the 
M. E. Church of DeWitt. Mr. White 
retired in September 1939 after keeping 
a thirty-year vigil over the telephone 
plant at Wilber as combinationman. 


Wanek Rolls To Victory 


Bedric Wanek, Lincoln service engi- 
neer, accompanied his Stuart Theater 
bowling team to Sioux City to compete 
in the 22nd annual Journal Tribune 
tournament on April 16 and 17. Bedric 
also signed up to roll in singles and 
doubles. He is glad he did. Bedric’s 
team came into heavy cash by taking 
fourth place with a total of 3,038 pins, 
aided and abetted by the most terrific 
game Mr. Wanek had ever rolled, A 
colossal 704! 


Right from the beginning his ball was 
“in the groove” and Bedric knew he 
was having himself a big day. His first 
game was composed mainly of strikes 
and totalled 257; next he fired a 202 in 
a game that contained his only split of 
the series. His final effort of 245 found 
his ball darting into the 1-3 pocket as 
if it had eyes. His handicap of 14 pins 
per game brought his total to 746 on 
the score sheet. 

It was sort of an anticlimax that 
Bedric fired a 578 in his doubles roll- 
ing, and 593 in singles giving him an 
all-events total of 1875 scratch and 
2,001 with his handicap. It was more 
than enough for the meet championship 
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for he was nearly a hundred pins out in 
front of his nearest competitor. 

And best of all, the prize for the all- 
events winner was a brand new Ply- 
mouth four-door. Without a doubt Mr. 
Wanek will place a double value on his 
shiny sedan for it will represent the 
greatest triumph of an illustrious bowl- 
ing career. 


We'll Take Nebraska 


The NEBRASKA FARMER News- 
letter for April presents some facts and 
figures gleaned from the statistics of 
1954 that should make us proud of our 
state’s agricultural accomplishments. 

For the fifth consecutive year Ne- 
braska topped the billion-dollar mark 
in farm income, the sources of which are 
broken down as follows: 


COPS) pine Cie: $ 329,722,000 
Livestock and _ live- 

stock products ..... 737,912,000 
Government 

BOTS toctetetetics 8,629,000 

TOE ccciveidemerceniiaas $1,076,263,000 


Government benefits, as may be seen, 
played a very minor role in farm in- 
come, amounting to less than 1% of 
the total. In 1940 Nebraska’s total farm 
income was $270,585,000. 

From the breakdown of last year’s 
income it will be noted that livestock 
and livestock products were the largest 
single source of revenue. Nebraska, now 
called the “Beef State,” is second in 
the nation in range cattle. Texas is 
first. We are also second in the nation 
in beef cattle on feed. Iowa is first. 

The January 1955 estimate of the 
state’s cattle is the highest on record. 
Omaha is the biggest beef packing cen- 
ter in the world and is running neck 
and neck with Chicago for the number- 
one livestock market as a whole. 

Nebraska is still more than 50% 
rural, her 703,605 rural residents com- 
paring with 368,216 in metropolitan 
areas and 253,698 in towns and small 
cities. As an agricultural state we are 
growing each year in crop production. 
Increased yields being brought about by 
the miracle of irrigation, reclamation 
and fertilizers. We lead all the other 
states in underground water resources 
and in miles of meandering rivers whose 
valleys are broad and fertile. 

Truly, we can say it with sincerity: 
“There is no place like Nebraska!” 


Service Anniversaries 


H. G. White W. K. Eno 
Lincoln Lincoln 
40 Years 30 Years 


Ai YEARS Huldah Gessner, G. W. Hansen, 


Lincoln. 


AO YEARS J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lin- 


coln. 


39 YEARS R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto 
Nelsen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 


34 YEARS J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. 
Peachman, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln: Irene 
Swan, David City. 

30 YEARS W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. 
Metcalf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns,  Platts- 


mouth; R. E. Wait, Stromsburg. 


28 YEARS Minnie Allen, Lincoln: H. O. Gil- 


lespie, Beatrice. 


a. Cc. Jenkins Hilda Johanns 
Lincoln Plattsmouth 
30 Years 30 Years 


27 YEARS A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS Moreane Alldritt, E. J. Flowerday, 
Hastings; R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS L. W. Cleveland, Almyra Metealf, 


Lincoln. 


20 YEARS R. R. Winders, Lincoln. 

18 YEARS G.C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln: 
Hilda Ramsey, Tecumseh. 

14 YEARS Merna Bates, David City. 

13 YEARS Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, Lin- 
coln; Charles Kermoade, Western. 


12 YEARS M. J. Brandt, Beatrice: Viola 
Clough, R. B. Hobson, Lincoln: Thelma 
Tritsch, Plattsmouth. 


10 YEARS J. G. Durr, Nebraska City; W. L. 
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M. H. Metcalf R. E. Wait 
Lincoln Stromsburg 
30 Years 30 Years 


Eckles, Jr.. Tecumseh; C. R. Stock, D. C. 
Weaver, Lincoln: Henrietta Menninga, Be- 
atrice (Jan. anniv.) 


9 YEARS Olga Andersen, Superior; W. P. 
Barry, Osceola: Frances Duryea, Dawson; 
R. W. Slote, Lincoln; Beatrice Sundberg, 
York. 

8 YEARS Bonnie Biggs, Nebraska City; C. 
P. Franz@n, Pawnee City: Clarice Fuller, 
Beatrice; Joyce Grabowski, Lincoln; Lucille 
Helgoth, David City: J. J. Keogh, Hastings; 
W. M. Sherman, Plattsmouth. 

7 YEARS Arleen Fitzpatrick, Doris Hardt, 
Kennetha Perry, Lincoln: Lydia McGuire, 
Crete; Maxine Stolzenburg, Geneva. 


6 YEARS Patricia Deinert, H. A. Ehrlich, 
Lois Meyers, Lincoln. 


R. R. Winders J. G. Durer Henrietta Menninga W. L. Eckles, Jr. D. C. Weaver : 
Lincoln Nebraska City Beatrice Tecumseh Lincoin Lincoin 
20 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
/ Elvera Olson... es-se.. JSanitress (P. T.) Wahoo ............ 4-1 
Let S Meet Our New Em O ees Don L. Schilling. ..Groundman (Cst.) Lineoln . 4-6 
Millie W. Wert......................................Janitress (P. T.).......Pawnee City 4-11 
Date TRAFFIC 
Name Position Exchange Emp. Joyce N. Boyles............. Operator (P. T.) Wahoo ... ; a 8 
: Alice R. Chambers. Operator York . 4-18 
OUNT : : 
Garni Dav sia AdY se Clerk Thelma G. Coble...... oe ..Operator ; Hastings 3-28 
ii al dae i SREY BEE ACh eeoirnsiciaaia: Brie  “Aotem Hoyaelk (Re-eMiy.) Operator Nebr. City .. 4-10 
COMMERCIAL Joyce S. Hofker (Re-emp.) Operator (P. T.) Syracuse 3-28 
Eldeen D. Riese Clerk Hastings 4-8 Phyllis L. Kauanaugh (Re-emp.) Operator Beatrice un 
ons i ppaaice oe 7 ooo. . Latreva M. Knapp . Operator. Hastings . 3-2 
Norma J. Rutan (Re-emp.) COLETTE: foi siierkecli tex Beatrice........... 4-18 Janice L. Muggy Operator meets 3.94 
Shirley L. Nash Operator (P. T.).......Plattsmouth .. 4- 4 
Jeanette Luzum ale esa, 3.98 Arlene M. Piuta (Re-emp.) Operator Tecumseh ...... 4- 5 
S Le A fer eee teem ec ereeesensees cece .. om ole y 2 av . T j = 7 

Kenneth E. Payne. ..Draftsman ...Lineoln .......... 3-28 Marilyn L. Powers Operator chan on 7 vee 
7 Barbara E. Ruby Operstor Hastings _ 4-18 
PLANT Lois C. Seybert (Re-emp.) Operator Nebr. City 3-29 
Donald R. Nielsen .Groundman (Cst.)... Lincoln 3.-29 Jennie Stoltenberg Operator . Wahoo _ 3-80 
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Promotions, Transfers and Title Changes 


Ciarence F. 
Schleufer 
Engineer 

Lincoln 


Laurence A. 


D. R. Swanson 


Warren P. Shuck 
COE Installation 
Supervisor 
General Plant 


as 


F. M. Crewdson 


Connealy Engineer . 
Accounting Staff Lincoln Chief aw ircnInER 
Assistant Hastings 

Lincoln 


Accounting 
Laurence A. Connealy, accounting assist- 
ant to accounting staff assistant. 
Joan Thomsen, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical. 
Commercial 
Frances Schlake, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Beatrice. 
Doris Ulmer, advanced clerk to teller, 
Lincoln. 
Marguerite Whitaker, clerk to teller, 
Lincoln. 


Engineering 
D. R. Swanson, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 
Clarence F. Schleufer, chief switchman, 
Hastings Plant, to Engineer. 
Plant 
G. E. Carter, routineman, COE, to switch- 
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Construction trucks of an older dav were vastly difterent from the one which is featured in this 
month’s issue of the News. Shown here is the famous Buick truck No. 19, designed simply to transport 
men and materials to the seat of operations. The truck carried a complement of pike poles, augers, 
saws and tools, but assisted its crew not at all in the performance of their heavy duties, all of which 
were laboriously done by hand and muscle. This picture was taken at Beatrice in 1916. 
from left to right are identified as: Shorty Daggett, Curly Clark, Bruce Childs, John Ford, foreman, Ben 
Holloway, Ed Ledger, Charlie Johnson and Ludi Robinson. 


at 


skinner,”” was cast in the new role of truck driver. 


man, Central Plant. 

F, M. Crewdson, installer-repairman, COE, 
to chief switchman, Hastings. 

A. L. Higgins, driver-lineman, Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, Central Plant. 

Leslie D. Jones, switchman, Toll Equip- 
ment, to installer-repairman, COE, wire 
chief’s office, Central Plant. 

Warren P. Shuck, equipment foreman to 
COE installation supervisor, General Plant. 

Robert A. Stall, switchman, Central Plant, 
to advanced clerical, Supply. 

James H. Tice, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Construction. 

D. C. Weaver, combinationman to installer 
rcpairman, PBX, Central Plant. 

Traffic 

Dixie Wilkerson, operator, Nebraska City 

to York. 


The crew, 


The latter, originally hired as a “mule 


Helen Robison, Printing Service, and 
Richard Goodman were united in marriage 
April 8 in the Chapel of Westminster Presby- 
tcrian Church, Lincoln. 


Betty M. Cullison, Beatrice Traffic, became 
the bride of Ray Wilhelm on April 10 in a 
ceremony performed at the Centenary Meth- 
cdist Church in Beatrice. 


Delores Lubke became the bride of Mathew 
Peterson in an afternoon ceremony at the 
Methodist Church in York on April 10. Mrs. 


Peterson is an operator in York Traffic. 


Dorothy Ruth Russell exchanged marriage 
vows on April 16 and is now Mrs. Leland M. 
Traux. The wedding was held in the Chapel 
of First Baptist Church, Lincoln. Mrs. Traux 
is a stenographer in the supply department. 


Kathleen Roemmich, Lincoln Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Stanley Litt on April 16 
at the Salem Congregational Church in 
Lincoln. 


Corrine Vorce, Lincoln Traffic, and Arlon 
Bartels were married April 17 at the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Tobias. 


Ardell Robison, toll equipment depart- 
ment, and Alice Struhs were married April 22 
at the Westminster Presbyterian Chapel in 
Lincoln. 


Donna J. Wehling, Beatrice Cashier, and 
Orville J. Nienaber were united in marri- 
age April 23 at St. John’s Lutheran Church 


in Beatrice. 


The marriage of Beryl Glock and Robert 
D. Bauer took place April 24 in the First 
Lutheran Church at Rising City. Beryl has 
resigned her position in the engineering de- 
partment and the couple will live at Seward. 


Clyde Higgins, toll equipment department, 
and Kay Siedhoff were married April 29 at 
Beatrice. 


Irene Shew, Beatrice Traffic, became the 
bride of Richard Thies on April 30. The 
ceremony was performed in the St. Andrew’s 
Catholic Church at Tecumseh. 


Mary Watson, formerly employed in En- 
gineering, was married to Everett Lee Alex- 
ander on April 30 at Dallas, Texas. The 
couple will reside in Duncanville, Texas. 


Barbara Ncemann became the bride of 
Theodore Miesbach on May 2 in the Hope 
Lutheran Church at Burr. Barbara has _ re- 
signed her position in Syracuse Traffic. 


Gladys Hula, Wahoo Traffic, and Frank 
[;oranda were married at the St. Wenceslaus 
Catholic Church in Wahoo on May 3. 


Time For Another X-ray 


As part of its health program the 
company is again offering its Lincoln 
employees the time and opportunity to 
receive free chest X-rays in early June. 
The portable unit of the State Health 
Department will be set up in the 15th 
Street building and later at the ware- 
house. All departments will participate 
in the program. The last visit of the 
X-ray equipment to the company was in 
February 1952 when 488 employees 
faced the machine. 

With modern X-ray machines your 
chest can be photographed in a few 
seconds. There’s no need to undress. 
You just take a deep breath, hold it 
for a momnet, and that’s all. It couldn't 
be simpler, 

The chest X-ray is the quickest and 
easiest way to make sure you're not 
one of the 500,000 people in this coun- 
try estimated to have active tubercu- 
losis. Usually it brings good news. If 
you have a healthy chest, that, of 
course, is what you want to hear. If you 
have already fought a battle with TB 
germs and won, the X-ray will reveal it 
—and you'll be glad to know that, too. 
If it shows that you have TB in an 
early stage, before you have begun to 
feel sick, that is good news—because 
the chances of curing TB are excellent 
if found early. 

Provision for the visit of the equip- 
ment was made through the Lancaster 
County Tuberculosis Association, whose 
Operation expenses are financed 
through the sale of Christmas seals. 
Details concerning the time and place 
for the appearance of employees of 
various departments will be announced 
by the personnel department. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 


fit Association in April, 1955: 

Primary Members: Jackie Pieper, General 
Traffic, $12.50; Dorothy S. Everett, Nebraska 
City Traffic, $261.00; Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia 
Traffic, $35.50; Myrtle Smith, Carleton Traffic, 
$35.00; F. F. Kubat, Superior Non-Functional, 
$201.45; R. D. Sinclair, Lincoln Accounting, 
$106.35; L. E. Vosika, Wilber Plant, $47.50; 
Barbara Brehm, Lincoln Accounting, $10.00; 
Marjorie Whiting, Lincoln Pensioner, $6.00; 
Goldie Busenbarrick, Tecumseh Pensioner, 
$25.00; Juanita Waring, Fairbury Traffic, 
$470.60; Aner McKinzey, Cedar Bluffs Pension- 
er, $108.45; Franklin O. Jurgens, Beatrice 
Construction, $17.50; Marie Vidlock, Account- 
ing, $130.55; Ethyl Armstrong, Nebraska City 
Pensioner, $354.15; Rosetta Habben, Hastings 
Traffic, $20.00. 

Dependents: Michael Michalek, David City, 
$67.50; Janet Hendrix, Lincoln, $15.00; Daryl R. 
Shipp, Lincoln, $62.70; Frances Underwood, 
Bradshaw, $6.00; Mrs. R. S. Culver, Lincoln, 
$111.70; Mrs. F. M. Crewdson, Hastings, $7.50; 
Terry Carter, Lincoln, $12.50; Mrs. C. D. 
Bucknell, Lincoln, $35.00; Mrs. M. W. Frank- 
lin, Lincoln, $20.00; Noel Hatfield, Stromsburg, 
$5.00; Roger Krhounek, Lincoln, $73.20; Rich 
Brehm, Lincoln, $34.20; Mrs. R. L. Hibbert, 
Lincoln, $9.00; Mrs. G. C. Shipley, Seward, 
$15.00; Mrs. A. E. Stansbury, Beatrice, $5.00; 
Mrs. N. H. Liesveld, Lincoln, $11.00. 


It was to the good fortune of LT&T 
that a friendly young man returned to 
his work as toll trouble-shooter shortly 
after World War I. Last month Arthur 
C. King rounded out 35 years of serv- 
ice and heard some very nice things 
said about himself at a gathering of 
well-wishers in the general plant office. 
The personable Arthur has done as 
much as anyone to sell the merits of the 
company to the wide and staunch circle 
of friends he has made in his long 
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A. C. King Rolls Past 35-Year Marker 


Truck Bifes Pole 
In these hazardous times it is hard to remain 
an innocent bystander, as a sturdy telephone pole 
on Highway 6 can attest to its sorrow. Our pole 
had no premonition of danger, that lazy Sunday 
morning, as it stood by the roadside watching with 
mild interest a long semi-trailer descending the 
hill above it) The truck was heavily loaded with 
cattle. It began to weave crazily on the down- 
grade as its wheel vainly tried for purchase on 
the slippery pavement. The vehicle was abreast 
of the pole when its cab jack-knifed sharply to 
the right, completely reversed its direction and 
came clawing up the sloping shoulder straight at 
the horrified pole, whose tie-wires were by now 
standing on end. There could be but one ending 
to the encounter. The unfortunate pole had no 
chance against the rampaging Juggernaut and 
was sheared off at ground level. Roy Boling 
came hurriedly to the scene with a repair crew. It 
was he who recorded the traqedy on film with his 
trusty camera. 


career of maintaining the toll plant 
about Lincoln. In the picture, taken at 
the presentation of his new service 
emblem, are, seated: George P. Barney, 
general plant superintendent and Mr. 
King. Standing: Charles B. Meshier, 
Max C. Walker, Otis Clark, Chester 
Harp and Ivan Paddack. The Peach- 
man brothers, Charles and Henry, were 
not available to attend the ceremony. 
They have worked closely with Mr. 
King during most of his employment. 


In our business nowadavs, training is a continu- 
ous process. The camera, in visiting the Lincoln 
2-Office switchroom, found the “star trick’’ at 
work. This is a three-month training program 
designed to accuaint our newer employees with the 
intricacies of the eauipment they will encounter. 
Here, Bob Turner, routineman COE, is receiving 
personal instruction in automatic switch adjust- 
ment from Jacob Schneider, 2-Office foreman. 


Mr. and Mrs. Leo Gauthier announce the 
birth of a son on February 25. Mrs. Gauthier 
(Jolene) is on leave of absence from Hastings 
Traffic. 

A girl, Janice Marie, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Floyd Arvanette, Jr., on March 25. 
Floyd is with the plant department, Hast- 
ings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Henry are the proud 
parents of a son born April 9. Mrs. Henry 
(Margie) is an operator in Hastings Traffic. 

A son, Bradley Scott, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. W. R. Huddleston on April 19. 
Bill is employed in Lincoln Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Childs are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Cynthia Lou, born 
April 21. Dick is an employee in the cus- 
todian’s department. 


CALAY IT RIGHT... 
STICK TO REGULAR 
PAYROLL SAVINGS. _ 


——a 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds 
REGULARLY 


Meef The Champ 


It was a great day for Lineah John- 
son, of David City Commercial, when 
news came that she was the grand prize 
winner in a recent sewing contest spon- 
sored by Schweser’s, a local department 
store. The first award, to the joy of 
her heart, was a new Necchi sewing 
machine. The contest was open to all 
residents of the David City trade area 
and because of the number and talent of 
the entries, Mrs. Johnson held little 
hope that she would stand a chance to 
collect the coveted prize. Her daughter, 
Norma, is 2 member of Lincoln Com: 
mercial. 
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The Partying Pioneers 


Low in attendance but high in 
hilarity, the lady pioneers’ annual 
Spring Party became part of the Chap- 
ters history on Saturday, April 30. 

The party was held in the Lincoln 
cafeteria where the facilities were 
already assembled for a delightful eve- 
ning of “idiot’s bridge” capped by a 
delicious offering of refreshments. High 
and low prizes in the bridge tourna- 
ment were won by Grace Hauschild and 
Florence Arbogast, respectively, with 
Mary Beaty carrying home the door 
prize. There were 23 present. 

The committee in charge was com- 
posed of Louise Roth, chairman; Mar- 
cia Watson, Verna Alexander, Kath- 
ryn Portsche, Myra Metcalf, Irene 
Combs and Margaret Egan. The ladies 
of the order thus brought to a close 
one of their best seasons of social con- 
tacts. All eyes are now turned toward 


the big annual banquet set for June 4. 
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Retirement of W. H. Spurlock 


April 29 marked the closing of a long 
telephone career as W. H. Spurlock 
checked in his installation truck to begin 
a new and more leisurely way of life. 
His retirement be- 
came effective Sun- 
day, May 1. 

Mr. Spurlock 
climbed his first 
pole in July 1906 as 
a 17-year-old line- 
man for the Mans- 
field and Ava Tele- 
phone Company at 
Ava, Missouri. He 
worked for this 
company at various times between 1906 
and 1914, meanwhile having seen much 
of the world and some of its great 
events including the effects of the San 
Francisco earthquake and fire of 1906 
and the eruption of Mt. Katmai, Alaska 
in. 1912. 

It was on August 29, 1916 that he 
joined LT€&T as a troubleman at Ash- 
land. In January 1918 he was named 
commercial manager for the exchange, 
and on August 1 of the same year 
transferred to Raymond for a ten-year 
stay as manager. In October 1928 he 
assumed a like position at Milford, 
where he remained until coming to the 
Lincoln service department as combina- 
tionman in February 1936. 

The years passed as the service de- 
partment changed to the Lincoln Zone 
and then to the Central District, but 
Harry Spurlock changed scarcely at all. 
His friendly talk and manner have al- 
ways served to mark him as one of our 
most effective ambassadors of good will 
to our subscribers. We are happy to 
report that Mr. Spurlock plans to con- 
tinue his residence in Lincoln and will 
make it a point to keep in contact with 
his telephone friends. 


Thanks 


May | express my thanks through the 
News to the various employees of the tele- 
phone company for the many cards, notes 
and flowers |! received while recovering 
from surgery last March. 

—Mrrs. John J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 


W. H. Spurlock 


| want to thank everyone for the beau- 
tiful flowers and for all the nice cards. 
Also many thanks for all the telephone calls 
offering help. Words can’t express my 
appreciation. 
—Velma Schweitzer, Accounting 
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Rowena Light, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


The Easter Bunny left a diamond on the 
third finger of Laura Mae Skinner. Con- 
gratulations, Laura Mae. Irene Swan 
enjoyed a week of vacation. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers and Norma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 


Warm weather and we find Gregg Durr 
spent his vacation at home working on his 
house. . . . Velma Abker’s vacation was not 
so pleasant. She was at the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minnesota. . In Chicago 
for a weekend we could have found Melba 
Heusman, Dorothy Waters, Bonnie Biggs 
and Mary Ross. Congratulations to 
Gladys Parker, a new grandmother. . 
Ruby Clites was a recipient of a beautiful 
orchid from her daughter in Hawaii on her 
birthday. Ruby really is busy taking care 
of her daughter’s home en a farm at Thur- 
man, Iowa, beside her own home in Nebras- 
ka City. . . . Dixie Wilkerson has moved to 
York and is working for the company there. 

A. M. Newens attended a telephone 
meeting at Wahoo on April 15... . On 
April 17, Carol Broers was a bridesmaid at 
the wedding of a girl friend. Spring seems 
to have turned a young man’s fancy to love 
as Phyllis Beers received a diamond from 
her beau when he was home on furlough. 
- . . Norma Jean Dettmer and husband at- 
tended the Square Dance Festival at Lin- 
coln and afterwards enjoyed a dinner at 
Tony and Luigi’s. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


E. A. Ernst attended a meeting for area 
managers of the Eastern District at Wahoo 
last week. L. P. Young and L. W. 
Cleveland called at the Plattsmouth and 
Weeping Water offices. . . . Don Rutledge, 
manager at Weeping Water, spent most of 
his vacation working on his new home... . 
Hilda Johanns, chief operator, gave a talk 
at the High School in connection with Ca- 
reer Day relative to the opportunities of 
becoming an operator. . .. We understand 
that Alice Sharpnack is becoming quite an 
authority on barbeques. We would like to 
know if it is the “cooking” or the “eating” 
for which she rates so high. . . . Helen Ofe 
visited her mother-in-law who is at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Kansas City, recuper- 
ating from an accident in which the car was 
completely demolished. She is getting along 
very well. 


Seward Area . 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


As the saying goes, “no news is good 
news.” We don’t have too much this time, 
but would like to have it known that we 


are still existing. ... Mrs. R. H. Gray re- 
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Lineman Donald |. Haith of the construction 
department, whose military leave beaan in March 
1954. He is now stationed at the Alemedo Air 
Station, Alemedo, California. Donald is the son 
of Ivan C. Haith, exchanae manager at Humboldt. 


turned home after visiting several weeks in 
California with her mother and son, Dale, 
who is in the Navy... . It looks like some 
of the gang have the fishing bug. Elmer 
Bean and his brother went fishing at Cen- 
tral City, and Art Balderson tried his luck 


around Turkey Creek. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Attending the Ice Capades in Omaha were 
Emily Bohaty, Janice Owens, Mae Meduna, 
Leona Yarmon, Barbara Swanda, Mary 
Beaty and Hazel Hagenbuck. .. . Frances 
Bordovsky and Adeline Prochaska visited 
Chicago one weekend. .. . Mildred Lanik 
and husband recently returned after spend- 
ing the latter part of their vacation touring 
Oklahoma and Texas. . . . Margaret Kohn 


MEMORIAL DAY 


went home to Manhattan, Kansas over the 
weekend to help her folks settle on their 
new farm. ... Bonnie Oldham accompanied 
her husband and son visiting relatives in 
Arkansas. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


JoAnn Coatney returned to work April 25 


from a leave of absence. . . . Wanda Gard- 
ner, former operator, and small son visited 
the exchange on April 16... . Myron Birds- 


ley, Harry Rogers, Marcus Johnson and 
Mike Carr of Auburn Plant enjoyed a fish 
supper at Rulo on April 15 and later went 
bowling in Falls City. Three young 
men from the Air Corps at Cheyenne have 
been spending frequent weekends in Auburn 
with Marilyn Sailors, Shirley Bolejack and 
Roberta Rademacher. On Sunday, April 17, 
they all enjoyed dinner with Roberta and 
her family at their home in the country at 
Johnson. . . . The Lloyd Oglesby and Jack 
Little families attended the Square Dance 
Festival in Lincoln on April 16... . A num- 
ber of the girls have been on the sick list 
lately, including Oakel Butler, Helen Dett- 
mer, Roberta Rademacher, Shirley Bolejack, 


Dorothy Biggerstaff and Marc elene 
Behrends. 


Beatrice Area 
Verna Freeman, Correspondent 


A party was held for Betty Cullison on 
March 31. Hostesses were Donna Ehmen, 
Shirley and Verna Freeman. Betty became 
Mrs. Ray Wilhelm on April 10. We all 
wish the couple much success and happiness. 
... We will all miss Eleanor Harding, 
clerk of commercial department, and wish 
her good luck. She has accepted a position 
as assistant personnel manager at the Offutt 
Air Base near Omaha. She began her new 
work April 18... . Ruth McCown and Rose 
Nelson have just completed their toll train- 
ing, with Darlene Remmers as instructor. 

. We wish to welcome Phyllis Kav- 
anaugh, who has started her training with 
Hattie Elmshaeuser as instructor; also Carol 
Huber and Ellen Hesson with Evelyn Menke 
as instructor. Among those who at- 
tended the Ice Capades in Omaha were 
Shirley Freeman and Betty Wilhelm... . 
Muriel Eply spent her vacation at home 
with her husband and family. 
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Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlnay, Correspondent 


The Friend, Wilber and Crete offices had 
the pleasure of visits from Ken Boshart and 
W. D. Quinn of General Commercial. We 
did enjoy and appreciate the time they spent 


with us. . . . Jim Landenberger, Friend, at- 
tended classes in Lincoln on carrier equip- 
ment. .. . Leon Rezney, Wilber combina- 


tionman, and Mrs. Rezney spent an inter- 
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Presenting the latest Human Relations Class, composed of supervisory personnel of the Western 
District. Looking un from their studies, left to right are: Francis Darnold, district wire chief; Frank 
Kubat, area manager, Sunerior; T. B. Hedges, construction foreman: M. L. Pilfold, district clerk; Elmer 
Moorhead, manager, Clav Center: P. V. Eckles, manager, Edgar; E. H. Wellman, area manager, Hebron; 
John Spady, district manager; Walter F. Roberts, personnel director; Sterling Nelson, area manager, York; 
Artis Bowen, chief operator, Sunerior: E. J. Flowerday, area manager, Hastings; Edna Pflughaupt. chief 
operator, York; Helen Adermann, chief operator, Geneva. 

Mr. Roberts made weekly journeys to Hastings to conduct the classes which met on Thursdays in 


the office of the district manager. 


esting weekend in Missouri. Leon was busy 
tramping through the Ozarks with a geiger 
counter in quest for uranium. However, he 
reports he did not stake a claim as yet.... 
Don Norton, Crete, attended classes in Lin- 
coln on toll dialing equipment. ... Mar- 
lene Horky, Crete Traffic, is leaving us. 
She plans to attend business school in Lin- 
coln. We'll miss her... . Among the Crete 
people who enjoyed the Ice Capades in 
Omaha were Ethel Park, Fern Jacobs and 
Lydia McGuire. Betty Steele from 
Traffic visited at North Platte and Paxton 
with friends. . . . Helen Cudly, service as- 
sistant at Crete, is the proud owner of her 
very own car. She is quite expert now at 
parking next to the curb and doesn’t need 


a second or third attempt at it. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty Shepherd, Correspondent 


Mandane Reid is up with the best of 
them, bowling 89 pins over her average and 
winning groceries for the week. Nice going, 
Mandane. There was a slight riot 
around town the other night. Horns blow- 
ing, cow bells ringing, and guess who was 
in the lead—Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hutchinson 
(one pulling and one in a wagon), the latter 
our C.O., formerly Viola Dunn. From the 
square, Mrs. Hutchinson was blindfolded 
and taken to the Boy Scout cabin. ‘There 
the blindfold was removed and about 25 
LT&T girls were waiting to receive the new 
couple. The shower motif was wedding 
bells. Games were plaved and then the gift, 
a Hamilton Beach mixer, was opened by 
the guest of honor. And of course we can’t 
forget the refreshments. The shower was 
given by the traffic and commercial depart- 
ments and the committee consisted of 
Martha Vculek, JoAnn Sabin and Mrs. 
Dick McDaniels. The joke was really on 
the C.O. when JoAnn asked to trade hours, 
giving as her reason: “Going to a shower.” 

. Velda Wagner took a week of her 
vacation to do her spring cleaning, and we 
suspect she will come back to work to rest. 
She is also going to Omaha to the National 
Bowling ‘Tournament. Beryl Leslie 
spent a recent weekend in Denver visiting 


her sister and family. ... JoAnn Sabin 
made a week-end trip to her home at Ver- 
million, Kansas. . . . Irene Smalldon spent 
Easter in York with relatives. ... Ruth 
Coffee also attended the National Bowling 
Tournament in Omaha. Yours truly 
slipped away for a couple of days. Our sister- 
in-law to-be was one of the twelve finalists 
in the state for the Mrs. America Contest, 
the winner to be Mrs. Nebraska. The con- 
test was held at McCook, and on the return 
trip we stopped at Alma and Republican 
City to take pictures of the Harlan County 
Dam. ‘The weather was perfect for fishing, 
so we have some pictures of several fish- 


ermen—not one with any fish. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 


Looks like spring is here for sure when 
you see Bill Eckles, Harold Drake and Dick 
McCoy raking their front yards using vari- 
ous tools including a pitchfork. Ted Husing 
is sporting a brand new Chevie (must’ve got 
tired of coaxing the old car to run) and Dale 
Weber is driving a different automobile, too. 

. . Henri Goracke has been traveling 
again, visiting relatives in Red Cloud and 
Callaway and attending her cousin’s wed- 
ding in Marion, Kansas. . . . Shirley Hagel- 
back and Ines Meister were wedding guests, 
too, but this one was celebrated in Tecum- 
seh. With all these people going to wed- 
dings, no one bothered to bring back any 
cake! . . . Weekend travelers included Vir- 
ginia Lempka visiting relatives in Minden; 
Waldo Harrington braving the dust storms 
to see relatives in Yates Center, Kansas; 
Mary Meister driving to Alma, Missouri 
to bring her sister back with her for a short 
stay; and Norma Lee Hahn taking an aunt 
to her home in Peru, Illinois. . . . Harold 
Drake took his daughter and her baby to 
Omaha to board a plane for Germany, where 
her husband is stationed with the armed 
forces. After an absence of two and a half 
years, Harold will probably need an intro- 
duction to his little granddaughter all over 
again. .. . Our apologies to Vera Norvell 
for omitting her name from the list of birth- 
day celebrants last month. She was in- 
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cluded in the party too. The groans 
heard here one morning were from a bunch 
of gals giving those spare muscles a work- 
out planting shrubs. The aching ones in- 
cluded Clara Costello, Henri Goracke, 
Norma Lee Hahn, Shirley Hagelback and 
Irene Shew. ... J. D. Adamson and fam- 
ily are completely moved to Tecumseh now, 
even to “Rosie” the pet cat. ... Recent 
visitors in the office were Clyde Burge, Lela 
Watson, Evelyn Menke, Don Nelson and 
Dick McCall. Tyler Ryan has stopped for 
a short gab session, too. ... Irene Shew 
was presented an electric toaster as a wed- 
ding gift by the girls in Traffic and Com- 
mercial. It was given to her at a party in 
her honor. Irby Halverstadt thinks 
home is the nicest place to stay after return- 
ing all tuckered out from a day of visiting 
and a little partying in Omaha. ... One 
word of caution: If Henri Goracke is broil- 
ing the steaks at your house, make sure the 
salt shaker is handy! 


Vestern District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 
Marlys Uhrich, Correspondent 


Vacations have started once again. Zelma 
Mason enjoyed two weeks at home and at- 
tending the Rebecca Convention in Kansas 
City, Missouri. . . . Marion Kowalski spent 
her vacation visiting friends in Iowa 
Carol Henry, former operator, has joined 
our staff again, moving here from Flint, 
Michigan. It is nice to have Carol back. 
We are also happy to see five new operators 
to share our labors. . . . Marie Pearson, our 
chief operator, journeyed to Fremont to at- 
tend the B.P.W. Convention. . . . From the 
many gifts in the lounge room one Saturday, 
it appeared a party was in the making. And 
then we remembered, with regret, that five 
girls are leaving us. Three of the girls, 
Marguerite Hurd, Joan Pulley and Hazel 
Hueske (Commercial), are leaving to await 
a visit from the stork. We do hope the girls 
will visit us since they’ll have lots of spare 


time now. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Vacations are well under way at Hebron. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Kenning visited 
relatives in Colorado and New Mexico and 
report a fine trip. Donna Baldwin and 
Frances Marolf spent their vacations at 
home. Norma Maschmann spent a week- 
end in Denver visiting friends. ... Al 
Zehrung has been in Hebron working on the 


new directory. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 


Francis Darnold of Hastings and Ernie 
Barney of Lincoln were recent visitors in our 
office... . Judy Wait, youngest daughter of 
Area Manager R. E. Wait, recently won a 
superior rating for a vocal solo at the Dis- 
trict Music Contest at Fullerton. Congratu- 
lations, Judy! 


Superior Area 
Margaret A. Hanson, Correspondent 


Mrs. Erma Keenan (former chief oper- 
ator) and son of Denver visited the tele- 


phone office on April 2, and Elaine Fringer 
of Kearney was also a visitor here on April 
16... . Veda Joy Parsons and Phyllis Bil- 
toft are all smiles! ‘Their boy friends just 
returned from overseas. .. . Mary Ahrens 
is back to work following a leave of absence. 

_. Alma Konvalin spent a weekend visit- 
ing friends in Omaha. Artis Bowen, 
chief operator, spent the Easter weekend in 
Waco and York.. . . Joline Allington visited 
her brother in Rock Rapids, Iowa, and 
Glenda Garton spent Easter in Colorado 
Springs. . . . Florence Hobelman, Commer- 
cial, attended the Silver and Blue formal at 
Wesleyan University and the Ice Capades 
in Omaha... . Jim Bauer of the plant de- 
partment informs us that the basement 1s 
dug and the foundation partially completed 


on the new home he is building. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


P. V. Eckles, manager at Edgar, and E. A. 
Moorhead, manager at Clay Center, have 
been attending “Human Relations” classes 
at Hastings. This is an eight-weeks course, 
classes being held one day a week... - - Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and Kay spent 
the weekend of April 2 at Colorado Springs 
visiting 2nd Lt. Jack L. Mankamyer, who 
is stationed at Camp Carson... . Mr. and 
Mrs. R. H. Culver and sons spent Easter 
with relatives at Sioux Falls... . Mr. and 
Mrs. P. V. Eckles and Dick spent Easter 


with relatives in Exeter. 
York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 


Feels like summer is here to stay with our 
above 80° temperatures. With weather like 
this, everyone is anxiously awaiting the va- 
cations. . . . We notice Lila Richardson 1s 
sporting a beautiful diamond. The lucky 
fellow is Bud Schall of Lincoln. They are 
planning a June wedding. Dorothy 
Gertsch has been hospitalized due to an 
emergency appendectomy. Our best wishes 
to Dorothy for a speedy recovery. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 

Seemingly, this has been a very quiet 
month in our department. Seems everyone 
has a vacation in the planning stage, which 
will make for news at a later date. 
Mickey Ward journeyed to Omaha with the 
bowling team to participate in the National 
Bowling Tournament. Sam and Irene 
Beights are driving around these days in a 
beautiful new green and white Mercury 
Montclair. For some strange and unknown 
reason the new car is known in the Beights 
family circle as Nelly. M. W. Franklin has 
added to the automotive colorama with a 
cream colored Cadillac. ... Helen Hall was 
a recent visitor in our office and we are 
very happy to report that she is feeling 
much better... . Annette Kasl and Helen 
Pickard were on the sick list last month. 
Both are now back at work and peppy as 
ever. Takes much more than a few assorted 
aches and pains to keep either of those two 
down for long. ... The gals of Clara Jones’ 


it is quite a rare occasion for the general office night custodian forces to be gathered in a group 


Their Day Begins At Sundown 


wet 


as they are here in a “‘going-away” party for Carl A. Van Lund, who is seated at extreme right. Usually, 
in their lonely shifts, they are scattered about the several acres of floor snace in the Lincoln buildings; 
intent in their nightly tasks of keeping their sections briaht and clean. This is only a portion of the 
small army of men reauired for the work. Standing, left to right: A. J. Higgins, E. T. Mohlman, E. A. 
Drake, R. H. Hansen, R. A. Childs, P. R. Baldwin, E. L. Pfeifer, G. L. Tubbs, P. A. Wessel and C. A. 
Delett, whose camera recorded the imaqe. Seated: J. L. Brendle, Earl F. Dodd, retired, K. C. Rutherford, 
D. Van Lund, son of the Honored Guest, and Carl Van Lund. 


unit gathered at Antelope Park recently for 
a picnic. It was a full-fledged affair com- 
plete with charred wieners and ants. Every- 
one ate much too much, but had a splendid 
time. . . . Marietta Hatfield is not one to 
let even vacation time pass without some 
constructive accomplishment. ‘The result 
this year was a sparkling clean house... . 
Rosilyn Fahleson spent the weekend in 
Minden as the guest of her roommate... . 
Rose Carlson is very happy to report daily 
improvement for her husband, Eric, who 
recently underwent very painful spinal 
surgery. ... Don Nelson is almost a stranger 
to us these days. He keeps dashing here 
and there on audits, dropping in now and 
again to pick up a new set of audits and a 
clean shirt. His early season coat of tan is 
the envy of the female portion of the office. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Sections 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


In reviewing the activities of the past 
few weeks, we have discovered that most 
everybody has been busily engaged in social 
affairs. The biggest event was the party 
held honoring Grace Hauschild, who has 
served the company for 35 years. Fifteen 
of the disbursement employees assembled 
at the Italian Village to celebrate the occa- 
sion and presented Grace with a travel 
clock, which she intends to put to good use. 
The highlight of the evening was George 
Mann’s performance of the Mambo with the 
professional entertainer at the Village... . 
A few evenings later the accounting depart- 
ment men gathered at the University Club 
for dinner and an evening of cards.... Jean 
Leathermann and Joyce Grabowski were 


co-hostesses at a bridal shower honoring 
Pat Deinert. Marge Tvrz and your editor, 
having a stroke of luck, came away from 
the shower with the prizes. Present at the 
party were Sarah Shively, Kay Cole and 
Martha Bevans, former employees of the 
department. . Marie Vidlock’s new car 
sounds as though it drove out of a vacation 
folder, being dubbed waterfall blue and 
snowshoe white. ... Estella Foght traveled 
to Hays, Kansas to help welcome her 
mother home from a long stay at the hos- 
pital. We’re happy to hear that Estella’s 
mother’s hip is mending nicely and that 
she is able to be home again. ... Ann 
Mooney and Marge Tvrz passed out the best 
chocolate covered calories the other day, 
the occasion being their birthday. 

Mildred Adamek served as matron of honor 
at her sister’s wedding, which was per- 


formed in Humboldt, Kansas. ...B. J. 
Sievers suffered a sprained ankle as the 
result of a tractor mishap. . .. Betty Trib- 


ble and Louise Jenkins feel they are gaining 
ground in their job of microfilming. They 
are now filming records dated 1936. . 

Ferne Burns is anxiously awaiting May 15, 
for then she starts her vacation trip to 
Wichita. ... Mr. and Mrs. Devoe covered 
epproximately 4,000 miles on their recent 
trip thru the south. Mr. Devoe had quite 
an unusual experience while participating 
in a game of golf at St. Petersburg. On 
approaching his bail on the fairway he 
heard a most vicious hissing sound just a 
few feet away. He was more than a little 
surprised to see an alligator, about seven 
feet long, with its jaw wide open, rearing 
up in front of him. No time was wasted in 
getting out of reach of this huge creature 
and we understand it was a sh-h-haky game 


of golf that continued. 
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Lillian B. Schafer, 
Associate Editor 


A farewell party in honor of Velora 
Novotny was held at the Nancy Hoffman 
home with a group of Lincoln Commer- 
cial girls attending. Velora received a gift 
of toreador pants with matching blouse. A 
warning to anyone who goes to the Hoffman 
home: Be careful of your conversation as 
they have a recording machine. No kidding, 
it was pretty interesting, when the tape was 
played back, to hear all the things that were 
said when the girls didn’t know the machine 
was going. . . . Lois Meyer is going to stay 
home now and await the blessed event. She 
received gifts from the service representa- 
tives, who are going to miss her out front, 
as well as the back office girls... . If you 
meet Ruth Owen and she doesn’t speak, 
think nothing of it. Her husband has been 
discharged from mil-service and they have a 
new apartment, so Ruth has her head in the 
clouds. ... Jean Baker’s sorority held a 
meeting in the basement of one of our local 
mortuaries and after the girls had to use 
a wooden box for a table, heard doors creak- 
ing, bells clanging and other strange noises, 
Jean wanted to leave before the meeting 
was over. Now Jean, it seems that it should 
have been real quiet there, so are you sure 
all those things really happened? 
Gertrude Walker, former directory em- 
ployee, was in to see us while visiting in 
Lincoln. She is now living in Portland, 
Oregon. Congratulations to MBedric 
Wanek, who won a ’55 Plymouth in a bowl- 
ing tournament at Sioux City, Iowa. 

A. B. Waters is driving a ’55 Ford. He re- 
ports he likes it very well but it would 
have been nice to have won one.. . . Speak- 
ing of cars, we are reminded that April 23, 
when it rained so hard, Joyce Brown left 
the top down on her car and was a little 
damp riding home. She had tried to put 
the top up but couldn’t get it fastened so, 
with one hand on the steering wheel and 
one holding down the top, away she went. 

. Another visitor was Mrs. Cecile Ander- 
son, former order department employee. 

. Leave it to Nancy Hoffman to get her 
name in the news twice. Tuesday, May 3, 
she started for work early so as to enjoy 
her walk from 14th & Garfield, but when 
she started down the steps on the porch 
she slipped and fell into a mud puddle. 
Back to the house for a complete change 
of clothes so instead of being early she was 
five minutes late. 


ft construction 


. bee 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


We have our first vacation of the season 
to report. Milton and Betty Miles journeyed 
eastward, visiting Maryland and Washing- 
ton, D. C. They had a very enjoyable trip. 

It’s welcome home to three boys re- 


Doing his book work at the end of the day is 
James L. Baxter. of Lincoln Plant. who keeps a 
careful record and perpetual scrutiny of PBX- 
PABX batteries in the business section of the city. 


cently returned from military leave of ab- 
sence: Bob Bechtolt, who is now working on 
a Lincoln crew; Bob Barnett, who is driving 
the truck for Hibbert’s crew; and Robert 
Clark, a splicer’s helper at Hastings. He is 
he!ping Mack Nickell who recently moved 
his family to Hastings where he will be 
headquartering from now on. ', “Deke” 
Simpson reported a very interesting ball 
game when he recently went to Kansas 
City to see the Yankees play. He thinks 
he won’t pick a week night to go again, 
however, because the next day proved to be 
very long. . . .We enjoyed a nice visit with 
Joy Dobbs recently when he was down 
making the rounds of hello’s—also enjoyed 
seeing Frank Blockwitz when he stopped in 
the office... . We talked to Earl Eichenour 
recently and it sounds like he is enjoying 
himself—manages to go fishing every day or 
so but he hasn’t caught over the limit as 
yet. ... Don Utterson was in the office 
the other day. He is looking fine and says 
he feels pretty good and hopes to be working 
in the Shop before long... . And again our 
crews are on the move and we find a good 
share of them moving poles account of road 
grading jobs. Such is the case with Lyle 
Piper and his crew who are working around 
Ulysses and Gresham; George Wasson’s gang 
are moving poles on the Liberty Spur; Deke 
Simpson’s crew are on such a project from 
Tecumseh west; Paul Wilkinson and crew 
are moving poles from Wahoo to Cedar 
Bluffs and Kenny Peters’ crew from Fair- 
bury to Endicott... . Tommy Hedges’ crew 
is working on the Hastings cable relief job, 
while splicers Keogh and Nickell and their 
helpers are doing the splicing on this job. 
Don Jones and his crew are doing 
maintenance work around Nebraska City. 
. . With the coming of spring we find our 
spraying unit again in operation, manned by 
Tom Chinnock and Don Cotton. ... Here 
in Lincoin we have ‘‘Dagwood” Hibbert and 
his crew setting poles and placing cable in 
the new housing addition east of 48th and 
north of Fremont. John Hobson is 
working on the cable relief job west of 4 
Office. . .. Les Shirey and his crew are 
removing the old L.A.B. trunk cable and 
“Alfy” Fritz’ gang is working a cable relief 
job in northeast Lincoln. Babe Combs’ crew 
is working various jobs in the Lincoln area. 
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. . . A look at our cable department finds 
George Bossung and Ray Mathis splicing 
ceble at Edgar, Lyle Higgins end Myron 
Shavlik doing cable maintenance work at 
Wahoo and Johnny Witmer and Tom Fuller 
splicing cable on the Humboldt estimate. 
Don Williams and Bob Greb and Don 
Frenkforter and Harve Gesch are splicing 
and balancing the new underground toll 
cable on East O Street. Gus Brunke is splic- 
ing the new cable west of 4 office; Al Miller 
and James Tice and their helpers are splic- 
ing work orders and doing maintenance work 
around Lincoln, while Cy Hutchison and his 
helper, Richard Sorensen, are taking care 
of the cable trouble in the Lincoln vicinity. 


Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, 
Associate Editor 

A stiffening attitude of respect for the 
new associate editor was evident among 
those interviewed, especially when _  re- 
minded of the powers of publicity and its 
possibilities for character building and vice 
versa. There were also signs of smouldering 
fear detected in the eyes of some of our 
constituents. This job apparently has po:- 
sibilities. There must be plenty of fire 
left in some of these aging boys around here 
end the publicity may be worth the stoking. 
. . . Consensus of news received on direct 
interview was almost nil although we’re sure 
some of our engineers have become en- 
tangled in newsworthy escapades in their 
work at Beatrice, Hastings, etc. Next time 
we'll ask the “other fellow” and print the 
truth as he reports it. ... A sample of our 
efforts to gather news this month resulted 
in this type of conversation: 

Associate Editor: “Why have you got a 
tongue depressor tied to your finger with 
that white rag?” 

Charley Connors: “Broke it.” 

Commercial Man: “Why didn’t you throw 
it away?” 

Associate Editor: “Whew!” Which remark 

indicated that nothing whatever had come 

from the conversation. 

For next month we are already trailing 
ex-Hastings-man Schleufer, thinking maybe 
he will mail himself a box of garbage, or 
something. We hear the boys from out 
west really have a knack for making news. 
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Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Corresnondent 


Dick Childs spent his vacation helping 
take care of his new daughter. He said they 
were hoping for a boy, as they already 
have two girls. . . . Harriett Gallagher has 
been serving on the jury. Art Drake 
was on the sick list for a week with a skin 


infection. 
"3-7" Office 
Arlene Swanson, Correspondent 


The “Coffee Group” from our office and 
from Toll Equipment got together for a 
steak dinner at the Italian Village, Friday 


evening, April 1. Good food and a pleasant 
evening was enjoyed by all... . Those who 
took advantage of the nice weather Easter 
week end were: Hugo Staley, who journeyed 
to Kansas City; Kenneth Myhre, who went 
to Sioux Falls, visiting relatives; and Dale 
Hohnstein, who went to Harvard, Nebraska. 

Our newest photographer in the de- 
partment is Wallace Gake. He just recently 
completed a course in photography and is 
busy now experimenting with his new 
camera. 


Toll Equipment Department 
Judy Whitney, Correspondent 


Lee Rising went to Kansas City on a 
chartered bus with his fraternity brothers. 
The trip was to acquaint the Business Ad- 
ministration students with various industries 
in Kansas City. . The trend nowadays 
seems to be “do-it-yourself” as Otis Clark 
has been painting his house. . . . Frank Nor- 
ton was in the process of moving his garage. 

Our green thumbs, Bill Wolfe and 
Perry Caldwell, have their gardens in... . 
Charlie Peachman spent his vacation plant- 
ing gladiolas and just resting. . . . Al Reed 
has been conducting another carrier instruc- 
tion class. Attending the class were Don 
Gilmore, Beatrice; G. L. Caley, Fairbury; 
J. W. Landenberger, Friend; J. C. Smith, 
Tecumseh; and W. H. Husing, Sterling... . 
Another case where the knowledge of first 
aid saved the life of an 18-month-old girl. 
Chet Harp administered artificial respira- 
tion to a neighbor’s little girl until the fire 
department arrived with a respirator. This 
proves that the first aid class is worth the 
time. 


Wire Chief's Department 
Byron Pattison, Correspondent, 21st & L 


Harry Spurlock spent his vacation at 
home. ... John Findley is back on the 
job after having been in Vets Hospital for 
a check-up. 


Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


This month’s news is very incomplete. 
The deadline arrived before your corres- 
pondent recovered from a fast trip to Bos- 
ton. Nebraska wouldn’t have to worry about 
moisture if it had been possible to bring 
home all the rain we drove through—never 
Saw the sun for seven days! ... Ruth Ann 
Snyder and husband journeyed to Socorro, 
New Mexico, and Juarez, Mexico. They 
really must have traveled for they arrived 
home just 48 hours after they left! 
Kathleen Litt honeymooned on her vaca- 
tion. Went to Tulsa, the Ozarks and St. 
Louis. ... Betty Nelson vacationed in 
Arkansas and Ruth Ann Snyder went to 
Denver and Greeley, Colorado. . . . Alice 
Wallis spent a long week end in Colorado. 

Darlene Multer took to the air and 
visited her sister in Alexandria, Louisiana. 
Bonnie Albrandt spent her vacation 
right at home. . . . Genevieve Griffin and 
Arleen Fitzpatrick are both home from 
the hospital and recovering nicely ... La 
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Well versed in the affairs and problems of the 
Eastern District is James W. Cruickshank, district 
clerk. During the past year Jim has performed 
added duties by capably serving as discussion 
leader in two Human Relations classes held for 
supervisory personnel of the district at Nebraska 
City and Wahoo. 


Verne Rudell is busy getting settled in the 
home they purchased. She sure must be 
excited about it for after a rug buying trip 
to Omaha she discovered they were short a 
rug. There was the call to the salesman and 
then the horrible discovery that the missing 
rug was rolled up in the rug pad!. . . Melba 
Richards, Georgia Smith, Mabel Volpp and 
LaVerne Braun took off one day and visited 
several of the eastern exchanges. Mabel told 
us she drove most of the way and later we 
saw on the C. O.’s desk a book entitled 
something about “Good Manners when Driv- 
ing.” Who was the book for, Miss Richards? 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler 
Associate Editor 


Easter was a glorious time for all of us, 
but it was especially so for Mabel Pettit 
since she had the added pleasure of having 
all of her grandchildren with her on that 
occasion. Her treat affords the opportunity 
of introducing through the column another 
one of our fine Cafeteria folk . . . As presi- 
dent of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, 
Merle M. Hale, our vice-president, attended 
the annual meeting of the National Cham- 
ber of Commerce held in Washington, D. C., 
May 1, 2 and 3. The first session of the 
three-day meeting was opened by President 
Eisenhower, which, of course, would be an 
occasion in itself. Mrs. Hale accompanied 
her husband and spent her leisure time 
with Mrs. Val Peterson, the wife of a 
former Governor of Nebraska ... John 
Keed, plant methods supervisor, took a 
few days’ vacation during April . .. Mina 
Jorgensen, General Plant, attended the 
Grand Chapter of the Eastern Star, which 
met in Fremont about the middle of May. 

Herbert W. Potter, retired secretary- 
treasurer, and Mrs. Potter returned from 
their extended vacation trip the forepart of 
May. The Potters, you will recall, have 
spent the past few months in South Amer- 


ae = 19 Heo 


ica. It is pleasant to see them in our midst 
occasionally and glad they had such a won- 
derful trip. Welcome home! ... Merle M. 
Hale, George P. Barney, general plant super- 
intendent, Houghton Furr, secretary-treas- 
urer, and Walter F. Roberts, personnel direc- 
tor, all attended the U.S.I.T.A. Executives 
Conference at Belleair, Florida in April. 
Mr. Roberts presented a paper on Manage- 
ment and Its Relationship to Employees at 
the Monday afternoon session. . . . Follow- 
ing the meeting, Mr. and Mrs. Hale, in 
company with Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Burden, 
took advantage of the fine vacation weather 
and spent a few days touring the south- 
land. Their travels included several points 
of interest in Florida, including the Keys, 
thence across country into Louisiana, where 
New Orleans, the ever enchanting vacation 
spot, was the point of interest, before return- 
ing home. ... John A. McKinzie, retired 
general plant superintendent, and Mrs. Mc- 
Kinzie left via automobile April 30 for a 
combined business-pleasure trip in the east. 
They expect to be gone three to four weeks 
and will be in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania before returning to Nebraska. 
A lot of country to see, and we hope they 
have a real fine trip. . .. Callers in the 
General Plant office were Leon Stacy, re- 
cently returned from his South American 
trip, Rex Winders, Bert Huddleston, and 
Forrest Behm. We were all glad of the 
opportunity to shake their hands. 
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Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


’T was reported to me thusly: During an 
examination of prospective jurors, said the 
Judge, “Your name, please?” Answer: “R. 
J. Donaldson, sir.” Question: “Where do 
you work?” Answer: (hastily, and after 
taking a long, deep breath): “I work for 
The Lincoln Telephone and ‘Telegraph 
Company, a Nebraska company serving its 
people. And, incidentally, it is one of the 
largest independent telephone companies in 
the U.S.A., having service in twenty-two 
counties in southeast Nebraska!!!” “Well,” 
said the kindly judge, “‘The next time I 
see my good friend who is the manager over 
there I'll have to tell him what a loyal 
employee they have.” John Hansen 
checked in at Veterans’ Hospital to find 
out what made him hurt and found himself 
detained for a considerable time for com- 
plete examination and diagnosis. Hope it’s 
not serious and that you'll be back in the 
groove soon, John. . . . Mavis Vermeer is 
back at work and feeling fine after an 
absence of four weeks because of sickness. 

The newest car in our vicinity is a 
brand new pink Ford owned by Dick Eno. 

Lester Ellis and Rudy Trouba vaca- 
tioned during this past month, both to get 
ahead with spring farming duties. Lester 
confines his efforts to a five-acre tract, but 
we understand that Rudy goes in for much 
bigger stakes with sixty acres of corn as 
only a part of it. 
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Al Campbell, Lincoln switchroom, made 
a bird bath by welding a four-inch 
iron pipe to the lid of a steel drum. 
Al dug a deep hole in his lawn, lift- 
ed the heavy contraption, poised it 
high overhead and drove it mightily 
into the hole. He forgot about the 
drumhead, which crashed down upon his 
skull, putting all lights out for 
several minutes. 


Oa 


Bob Kennedy, Engineering, did some 
trap shooting the other Sunday. He 
broke six of his first ten blue rocks. 
In trying to convince his wife that 
his record was pretty good, he handed 
her the gun, and was quite shaken 
when she shattered ten straight. 


Paul H. Henson, chief engineer, took his family 
to dinner at a new restaurant. He regretted 
his choice, for the service was slow and the 
food cold and tasteless. Paul could not bring 
himself to pay for the vapid meal without com- 


WONDER WHY | DIDN'T plaining at length to the cashier. That done, 
THINK OF THAT BEFORE he reached for his wallet and found that he : — ) Ss — 
didn't have a thin dime on his person. The oe _ =. eee oe ace 
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cashier let him know that it was quite a con- 
cession on her part that Paul should be allowed 
to write a check for the exact amount of his 
bill instead of washing dishes. 
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Unbelievable but true, 
Bert Kline, Superior 
Plant, built a boat in 
his basement, and then 
had to tear away his 
foundation in order to 
get ‘the craft outside. 


Emilie Bleich, Fairbury 
Traffic, must have 
dressed before dawn, 
for she came to work 
with her blouse wrong 


While washing the shelves 
in the closet of her new 
apartment, Joan Sabin, 


Fairbury Traffic, neatly ce me aye an SEs Dick Spohn, Account- 
stepped into the pan of ee. Mee eee sr ing, opened his car 
water she was using. What ye. ene eee or door after dining at 


another month. a supper club anda 


body fell into his 
arms, movie style. 
Dick gently put the man back 
into the seat and the fol- 


a splash! 


lowing conversation took Artis Bowen, C.0., Superior, heard of a bargain 
place: in chickens at a dollar each. She bought one-- 
Dick: "Don't you think you but it proved to be a large rooster, still alive 
should find your own car?" and free. Artis had to run it down, chop off its 
Body: "I foun' my car. Thish head (an hour's task) and pick it (another two 


ish it)” hours.) Artis thinks it weighed 20 pounds. She 
had chicken and noodles every meal for a week. 


Dick: "Are you positive?" 
Body: "Yesh, yesh, I'm posh- 
itive, go 'way." 

«.+-Dick went away. 


CAN YOU GIVE US MY MOTHER — SHE 
: fl REFERENCE 7 ALWAYSH LIKED ME ! 


WOULD THE SENOR, 


DANCE WITH ME? | HOPE NOBODY WANTS 10 


AGREE WITH ME TODAY 


The usually complaisant Harry 
Tubbs, Hastings, had a grumpy 
day recently and didn't know 
until night that his watch 
had betrayed him, sending him 
to work an hour early. 


Confusion reigned supreme in the Lincoln business 
office the other day as Nancy Connealy tried to 
write an installation order for a customer who 
had been imbibing rather freely. When Nancy asked 
for references he named his mother, but later re- 
membered the good lady nad been dead for years. 


It took George Mann by complete surprise to be 
chosen as the dancing partner for a_ scantily 
clad entertainer at a recent Accounting party, 
but our hero stole the show from the pro- 
fessional by his nimble 


Lincoln Combinationmen Are 


Merchandising 


Extension Telephones 


Our Cover 


Demonstrating the two-telephone method of extension 
sales approach is Merle A. Lohmeier, of Lincoln Plant, who 
has used it with a fine measure of success in his installation 
work. The smiling housewife, in this instance, is already 
convinced of the merits of adequate telephone service to add 
to the comfort of her beautiful new home; for she belongs 
to the telephone family. Her husband, Norris E. Hammond, 
is a PBX installer-repairman of Lincoln Plant. The News is 
grateful to the Hammonds and to Mr. Lohmeier for their 
cooperation and assistance in composing our appropriate cover 
picture. 


While the word “Merchandising” is 
new in the vernacular language of the 
telephone industry, and particularly in 
LT&?T where the scheme of employee 
participation in sales endeavor is only 
beginning to be placed into effect, there 
is one group of telephone people who 
have been making a concerted effort 
and a fine record in extension sales since 
mid-January. 


They are the combinationmen of 
Lincoln Plant. 


It was on January 11 that Ralph Con- 
nors, wire chief, addressed a letter to 
the group outlining a simple innovation 
in the procedure for installations and 
trouble calls. “When you go into a 
house to install a new service,” wrote 
Mr. Connors, “take two instruments 
with you and suggest to the subscriber 
that they allow you to install an exten- 
sion while you are there. If they agree, 
go ahead and put it in, then have the 
dispatcher correct the order.” 


Mr. Connors explained that trouble- 
men would be given the same authority 
to install extensions while on the prem- 
ises, the order for which could be 
written up later. 


Here was a plan that really worked. 
During the first four monthts of 1955 
a total of 30 extension telephones were 
sold by 15 Lincoln combinationmen 
using this particular sales approach. 
Some of the subscribers were of the 
opinion that telephones were still on the 
restricted list. They thought they were 
doing very well to get a main telephone 
and were hesitant to ask for an exten- 


sion at the time they placed the original 
order. 


We are finding that the field for 
extension sales is fertile and rich. Of 
the hundreds of new homes that dot 
the landscape there is scarcely one that 
doesn’t have need for one or more 
extensions; either in the basement of the 
smaller units or at the far end of the 


long, ranch-type houses. 


And while the door is open our 
people have a fine opportunity for dis- 
cussion of other telephone problems 
peculiar to the individual subscriber. 
Perhaps the need exists for a telephone 
with a sound control for the hard of 
hearing—special cords, keys, or ringing 
devices; for few homes are adequately 
served nowadays with but a single main 
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station. We have for sale about 400 
types of equipment and service. 


Our customers, sad to say, are usu- 


ally unaware of their own telephone 
needs in providing themselves with 
sufficient and proper telephone facili 
ties. In this category they are com- 
pletely undersold, yet, where conveni- 
ence is concerned, cost is not often a 
factor. We simply have not been get- 
ting our share of the consumer’s dollar. 
Would you believe that in many sec- 
tions of our territory there are more 
families with two cars than there are 
with two residence telephones? more 
TV sets than there are telephones? 


The list of plant men who have used 
the two-telephone method of increasing 
extension sales is led by Ernest Wedg- 
wood, who sold six during the period 
from January through April. Allan 
Behm, J. D. Lewis and Merle Lohmeier 
follow with three each; Art Higgins, 
Gene Kalkwarf, V. P. Spears and Bob 
Wenzel each sold two; while Jacob 
Albrandt, Bob Green, L. C. Hutchison, 
E. E. Johnson, L. R. Rhoades, John 
Shipp and L. W. Ward have each 


placed one. 
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On top of a big job! 


Across two-thirds of the nation, Independent 
Telephone Companies face growing demand! 


GROWTH OF TELEPHONE INVESTMENT 
in Independent Telephone Companies 


It’s a big job—keeping on top of telephone demand in 
11,000 cities and towns! It’s the job of America’s Independent Telephone Companies. 
To get on top—and stay there these 5,000 individual companies have invested 
more than a billion dollars in telephone service facilities——just in the last 
ten years! Today, they’re preparing for the years ahead. Lining up 
manpower, materials, money ...everything they need to fill the needs 
of growing communities... with top-quality telephone service! 


UNITED STATES INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ASSOC/AT/ION 


Pennsylvania Building + Washington, D.C. 


This advertisement appears in TIME, May 30; U. S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, June 3; TELEPHONY, May; TELEPHONE ENGINEER & MANAGEMENT, May, 1955 
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CHARTED ON THE BASIS OF SIX WEEKS MOVING AVERAGE 


COMPARISON OF COMPLETED TOLL MESSAGES, LINCOLN, 1952-1955 


Lincoln (oll Goes Over the Cop 


For the past year the steady numerical increase in toll 
messages coursing through the Lincoln toll switchboard 
has been a focal point of attention. The new board was 
placed in service in late 1953 and for a while there was 
considerable concern at the sudden and unexplainable de- 
crease in toll business. Then, in equally mysterious fashion, 
the trend reversed itself. The line for 1954’s toll business 
climbed abruptly on the chart and soon established itself at 
a record-breaking level. 

The usual “February slump” was scarcely discernable 
in 1955 and as the ais turned i daneaes — the aaa 
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of spring it was apparent that a new record year might well 
be in the making. 

The chart at the top of this page was drawn in 1952 
with the expectation that it would contain the record of 
Lincoln’s toll messages for many years to come. By early 
May the weekly line reached above the 22,000 mark at 
the upper extremity of the chart and the accounting de- 
partment was faced with the pleasant necessity of drawing 
another. 

A combination of reasons and explanations seems to 
contribute to the surge of toll messages. There are, of 
course, more telephones in Lincoln; the city is growing 
swiftly; the new Air Force Base is a measurable factor; 
the employment ratio is high; business is good and buying 
dollars apparently plentiful. But above all is the fact that 
more people are discovering the value and pleasure of dis- 
tant calling, as opposed to other means of communication. 
It is so easy nowadays to complete a long distance call that 
the urge to make them is difficult to restrain. 

Constant improvement in equipment and methods has 
produced a brand of service that appeals alike to the busy 
businessman and to home folk who are finding that their 
family members, though a thousand miles away, actually 
are as close as their telephone—and only a moment beyond 
reach of their voices. 

Coincidental, too, with the rise in offered business, 
is the company’s ability to handle it. So smooth and swift 
is Operation practice today that it can hardly be compared 
with the methods, handicaps and delays encountered even 
a few short months ago. Throughout the nation the long 
distance networks are being streamlined to produce a more 
swift and accurate flow of traffic. The quality of distant 
conversations, too, is being constantly improved by the daily 
advent of new methods and equipment. In fine, we are 
giving our subscribers the kind of service they want and to 
that there can be but one answer. They are buying it, in 
ever-increasing quantities. 
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The Inside Service aggregation, champions of the Lincoln Representing Southern District at the company tournament 
league. Left to right: Bob Stall, Ken Myhre, Chris Lyberis, was this quartette of stalwart bowlers: Dan Smith and Harlan 
Lambert Eitel, Earl Lawson, Al Ager and Bob Turner. Gillespie, Beatrice; Lloyd Oglesby, Auburn; and Bill Eckles, 

Tecumseh. 


Strikes and 


pares 


During the cooler months more em- 
ployees divert their energies to the art 
of bowling than to any other recre- 
ational activity. Most LT&T devotees 
of the game perform in regular leagues, 
rolling under company sponsorship. The 
month of May saw the dropping of 
the curtain and the tabulation on the 
season’s efforts in various leagues 


Guess who won, as the score sheet is totalled Intent on their work is this group of throughout the territory. Excitement 
after a tough game. Standing: Mary Pohlenz, telephone leaguers. Standing with back to ; : 1e¢C - 
Norma Sommerheiser and Barbara Brehm. Seated: camera: Doris Ulmer. Seated: Mary Wde high during the last few weeks re 
Mickey Ward, Joan Moorberg and Nancy Hoffman. Pohlenz, Jean Baker and Esther Baker. the bowlers put on added effort to bet- 


ter their positions in the final calcu- 
lations. 


Champion of Lincoln’s LT&T eight- 
team league was the Inside Service ag- 
gregation, who jumped into first place 
on opening night; fought off a deter- 
mined mid-winter bid by Commercial 
and Shop-Supply to finish the season 
under wraps, four games out in front 
of the pack with a .650 “win” per- 
centage. 


Howard Spahnle. with a season's 
average of 173, was again high in in- 
dividual standings, as he has been for 
uncounted years. Bedric Wanek, Clem 
Bottorff, Elmer Dougherty, Chet Harp 
and Chris Lyberis pursued him in that 
order. Spahnle also claimed the sea- 
son's high series with his 620 effort, 
while Elmer Dougherty’s towering 


Queen of tne league standings was Rowena Lefties and righties of the Ladies’ League. The game of 244 stood up for first honors 
(Rocky) Light, who joined the group at mid- Southpaws are Nancy Hoffman, upper left; and - he single game cat ; 
season and immediately found her niche at the Jody Hartley, lower left. At upper right is Mickey In the single game category. 


top of the list, where she continued without Ward; at lower right: Barbara Brehm. 
serious challenge until the season’s close. 


The year’s activities were climaxed 


The Stromsburg Area contingent, as represented at the company 


The Seward Area team gave a good account of itself in its first 


tournament at Lincoln. From left: Jim Hatfield, Bill Barry, Ralph year of competition. Left to right: Mel Svoboda, W. K. Menze, Gerry 


Wait, Marv Pilfold, Floyd Crewdson and AI Andres. 


by the usual round-robin prize tourna- 
ment on the last night of regular play 
(also won by Mr. Spahnle) and the 
annual bowlers’ dinner held at Italian 
Village on May 6. League officers for 
the coming season, as announced at 
the dinner, will be Loran J. Powell, 
president; Robert A. Stall, vice presi- 
dent; and Carl Ahl, secretary-treasurer. 


Telephone teams also appeared in 
men’s league play at Seward, Nebraska 
City and Stromsburg, and the women’s 
league at York, the teams at Seward 
and Nebraska City being newly formed 
last fall. 

In the Bowlmor Bowlerettes League 
at Lincoln, three of the six teams were 
composed of LT&T girls. Rolling as 
the “Wrong Numbers,” “Busy Signals” 
and ‘“Tel-Tones,” the telephone teams 
performed faithfully every Friday night. 
Doris Ulmer, Mary Pohlenz, Esther 
Baker, Jean Baker and Norma John- 
son, rolling as the Busy Signals, placed 
second in the league standings. The 
Tel-Tones and the Wrong Numbers 
did not fare so well as the final reck- 
oning found them in fifth and sixth 
positions, respectively. Leading the 
entire league in individual sharpshoot- 
ing, however, was Rocky Light, of 
Tel-Tones, whose 155 average was 
nearly a score of pins above her near- 
est competitor, The ladies also brought 
their season to a close with a bowlers’ 
dinner which was held May 26. 


On these pages are shown a sampling 
of the year’s activities, team personnel 
and the bowling form exhibited by 
various contestants as they released the 
ball on its hopeful journey of destruc- 
tion toward the pins at the far end of 
the alley. 


Shipley, Dick Fischer and Elmer Bean. 


Once again topping the Lincoln league stand- The Nebraska City team. Standing: Clarence 


ings was Howard Spahnle, whose smooth bowling Jennings, Don Jones and Erman Wheateraft. 
delivery makes a 200 game look easy. Seated: Ivan Livingston and Marvin Welsh. 


Demonstrating various means of attack on the upright pins and all hoping for the same result 
are, top row: Marv Joosten, Lincoln; Dick Fischer, Milford and Bob White, Lincoln. Bottom row: 
Gerry Shipley, Seward; Jim Hatfield, Stromsburg and Ivan Livingston, Nebraska City. 


An electric shock accident involving 
contact with a high voltage line can 
result in a fatality. Telephone lines 
operate at a low potential and are 
ordinarily not dangerous to telephone 
plant employees working on them. 
Nevertheless, these lines may become 
energized through a power line coming 
in contact with them as the result of 
storm damage to the wires or defect in 
the power supporting fixtures or in- 
sulator. In other situations an employee 
may come in contact with power or 
lighting circuits carried on the same 
pole with the telephone lines, sometimes 
as the result of insufficient clearance 
between these circuits or, more com- 
monly, as the consequence of the high 


This 45-foot pole came dangerously close to the 
4160-volt primary wires as it was eased into 
position near the shorter pole being replaced. 
Foreman R. E. Hibbert and R. Lane are avoiding 
contact with the truck and pole as the pole 
top approaches the overhead wires. Site of pole 
erection was 6th Street between Washington and 
Garfield in Lincoln. 


Rubber Gloves 


They Provide Additional Protection 
for LT&T Plant Employees 


By J. S. Reed 


This is one half of the rubber glove kit. Left— 

jersey knit liner worn inside the rubber glove. 
Center—rubber’ glove. Right—protector glove 
for use over the rubber glove. 


voltage line grounding on a metal fix- 
ture such as crossarm brace or a street 
light bracket. Plant workers, handling 
a pole being placed, may receive a 
severe shock if the pole brushes over- 
head high voltage wires and the pole 
is wet or is full length creosote treated. 
Line wires may snag on an obstruction 
and flip up into power wires while 
being strung, resulting in possible in- 
jury to the man handling the wires. 

The number of instances of danger- 
ous shock hazards has greatly increased 
within recent years with the mushroom- 
ing growth of power distribution sys- 
tems in our territory and it has become 
imperative to protect our people in the 
most effective way. The experience of 
other operating companies indicates 
that the use of rubber gloves coupled 
with safe working practices will pro- 
vide the necessary protection. Not a 
single fatality has resulted to plant 
employees of these companies where 
they wore rubber gloves while working 
in situations of exposure to electrical 
shock. 

LTGT plant employees are now pro- 
vided with rubber glove kits carried in 
their trucks for use as required. These 
kits consist of inner liners, rubber 
gloves, and outside protector gloves 
contained in a canvas carrying bag. The 
inner liner is a jersey knit glove in- 
tended to absorb perspiration from the 
hand and to provide warmth in cold 
weather. The protector glove prevents 
damage to the rubber glove from wood 
splinters and sharp edged objects. 

To prevent the possibility of deterior- 
ated or damaged rubber gloves failing 
at a critical time and subjecting the 
wearer to a dangerous voltage, a regular 
inspection and air test of the gloves is 
made each month by the employees. 
The Supply Department calls in the 
gloves once each year for an electrical 
test and exchanges good gloves for 
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Close-up view of construction crew men holding 
down butt of pole being lifted under high voltage 
power distribution wire. C. D. Bucknell (partly 
hidden by truck) and J. Gray are wearing rubber 
gloves to protect themselves from possible shock 
should the pole contact the overhead power wires. 


them. This test is conducted by a 
local power company and assures that 
the gloves will stand up under the rated 
voltages, 

While rubber gloves afford satisfac- 
tory protection against electrical shock, 
they do not lessen the need for proper 
precautions that have been outlined in 
plant department instructions for situa- 
tions of exposure to dangerous voltages. 
Above all, there is just as much need 
for the plant employees to be on con- 
stant alert for electric shock hazards 
when working in proximity to power 
circuits or when handling telephone 
lines exposed to power line voltages. 
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Plant Instructor Art Keckler is demonstrating 
to Jack Cox, building repairman, how the rubber 
gloves and glove accessories are worn. On the 
running board behind them is the glove carrying 
bag. Jack is slipping on the rubber glove over 
the inner liner prior to pulling on the protector 
glove. 
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One of the foursomes arrives at Number Nine 
green. From left: Dick Hobson and Charles Con- 
nors watch Bob Wohlberg putting toward the cup 
which is marked by Larry Connealy. 


LT&T golfers, to use the word 
broadly, held their Spring Warm-up 
Tournament at Hilltop Country Club 
on Sunday, May 22. Hilltop, appro- 
priately named, overlooks the south- 
west environs of Wahoo. 

Most of the contestants were not in 
their best form, having torn themselves 
from slumber at an unseemly hour in 
order to be on hand for the seven 
o'clock breakfast at the club house. It 
was well worth the strain, however, 
for the famous Wahoo Club chefs did 
themselves proud in preparing the 
bountiful, toothsome repast they spread 
before the guests. Secretary Nelsen 
was the breakfast host, which means 
he paid the bill from the golf treas- 
ury which seems to replenish itself as 
mysteriously as the mythical miracu- 
lous pitcher. 

Twenty-nine hopeful golfers teed off 
at Number One, but not many of them 
lasted through the 18 holes. 

The tournament proved one point at 


least. Champ Roy Mills is still the boy 


Golf Secretary Dewey Nelsen, at left, is auditing 
the score cards. Forming the background are 
Ade Newens, Perry Caldwell, Loran Powell and 
Bob Ross. 


to beat. Prizes were offered for the 
longest drive on Number One; closest 
to the pin on Number Eight; and low 
medal score for the day. Mr. Mills 
gobbled up the lot of them, besides 
winning the prize for low score in his 
foursome. 

Other foursome winners were Jim 
Cruickshank, Bob Ross*, Ron Cotton, 
Dewey Nelsen, Charles Connors and 
Ed Dorland. 


*Mr. Ross played in a foursome composed of 
inept dubs. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The. following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during May, 1955: 


Primary Members: Arleen Fitzpatrick, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $125.45; J. A. Schellenberg, Sup- 
ply, $7.50; Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln Traffic, 
$232.30; F. J. Bettenhausen, Treasurer’s Of- 
fice, $4.00; R. E. Grant, Supply, $10.00; E. R. 
Travis, Lincoln Service, $245.55; John E. 
Findley, Lincoln Service, $120.00; Jacob 
Schneider, Lincoln Plant, $102.60; George 
Heikes, Beatrice Plant, $72.25; Dora Plessel, 
Seward Traffic, $15.00; Anna Bott, Hastings 
Traffic, $22.50; Shirley Gilbert, Hastings Com- 
mercial, $10.00: O. B. Dill, David City Plant, 
$20.00; G. D. Brock, Crete Non-Functional, 
$15.00; Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn Commer- 
cial, $14.00; N. Mae Hunt, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$20.00; J. D. Witmer, Lincoln Construction, 
$22.50; Eileen Brauer, Seward Traffic, $61.65; 
Cc. B. Meshier, Lincoln Plant, $47.50; L. G. 
Saunders, Engineering, $42.50; June Carman, 
Beatrice Traffic, $241.10. 

Dependents: Mrs. C. E. Harp, Lincoln, 
$171.80; Mrs. R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln, $16.50; 
Tom Bade, Nemaha, $10.00; Mrs. E. L. Wheat- 
craft, Nebraska City, $78.15; Mrs. Elsie Ogles- 
by, Auburn, $10.00; Judy Ager, Lincoln, $16.50; 
Mrs. J. A. Schellenberg, Lincoln, $412.60; Mrs. 
Leona Tubbs, Hastings, $22.50; Maureen 
Myhre, Lincoln, $2.50; Mrs. E. D. Pratt, Lin- 
coln, $9.00; David Merrill, Lincoln, $80.30; 
Larry Bucknell, Lincoln, $68.15; Paul Canar- 
sky, Lincoln, $62.65; Mrs. Harvey Gesch, Lin- 
coln, $14.00; Douglas Underwood, Bradshaw, 
$89.90; Mrs. J. G. Van Nordheim, Hastings, 
$42.30; Mrs. G. O. Seaton, Lincoln, $376.00; 
Mrs. W. C. Stewart, Lincoln, $10.00. 


From the Headlines 


Jerry Isaman, engineering, and 
daughter of B. A. Isaman, outside plant 
engineer, was installed as Honored 
Queen of Bethel 45, Job’s Daughters, 
Saturday, May 28. 

Huldah Gessner, secretary to the 
president, was installed as trustee for 
the Court of St. Charles 472, Catholic 
Daughters of America, at the June 7 
meeting at Lincoln. 

Pat Neujahr, daughter of Elmer Neu- 
jahr, manager at Syracuse, was chosen 
valedictorian of the graduating class of 
Syracuse High School, and was recipi- 
ent of scholarship awards by the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska Regents and a 
church college. She also received the 
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D. A. R. Good Citizen Award and the 
Readers Digest Valedictorian Award. 
Miss Neujahr has worked part-time 
and on vacations in Syracuse Traffic. 

Lloyd C. Jenkins, Lincoln Plant, was 
elected first vice president of the Knife 
and Fork Club and was duly installed 
at a breakfast held at Antelope Park, 
Lincoln, on June 2. 


J. D. Green “Trees” a ‘Possum 


Jim and the ‘possum. 


It was along toward noontime on a 
day in May that James Green, Lincoln 
combinationman, found it necessary 
to climb a pole. He reached into the 
proper compartment in the rear of his 
truck for his belt and hooks. He ob- 
served a piece of fur lying alongside 
them and for a moment thought it 
was his winter cap. Then he remem- 
bered having left that article at home 
several weeks before, so he took a 
closer look at the mysterious fur piece. 


It was an opossum, alive and hissing, 
that balefully glared back at him. Jim 
was puzzled as to when the animal 
could have taken refuge in the truck, 
which had not been off the city streets 
for quite a spell, and he has no recol- 
lection of leaving the doors open while 
away from the vehicle. 

Once rarely seen in these parts, the 
‘possum has suddenly become numerous 
in southeast Nebraska. More have 
been reported sighted this spring than 
at any time in the past. 
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Taught To the Tune of 
| An Accelerator - 


scene 


R. D. Andrews, traffic engineer, uses the “‘ac- 
celerator’’ to gauge his improvement during the 
Progress of the reading class. Margaret Francis, 
of the treasurer’s office (standing), was tabulator 
of grades for the students. 


Strangest of the “three R’s” is the 
subject of reading. Usually a person 
is unaware of the degree of his own, 
proficiency in the art. One either 
knows how to read or he doesn’t. Those 
who do are called “literates.” Those 
who don’t are called—you know what. 
There are also those who read, in vari- 
ous degrees of speed, but often fail to 
comprehend the true meaning of the 
words that flit before their eyes. And 
these, we are sorry to say, represent 
the majority of those who are “reading” 
this paragraph. If the surveys are cor- 
rect, such is the plight of the average 
reader of newspapers and magazines. 

Twenty of our folk recently went 
back to school, enrolling in a reading 
class conducted at the University of 
Nebraska. The revelation and reward 


Pawnee City Area Boundary Lines Defined 
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A current correction to LT’T’s 
Commercial Practice prescribes the 
jurisdictional boundary of the newly- 
created Pawnee City Area as shown 
on the map above. The area will cir- 
cumscribe the exchanges of Pawnee 
City, Burchard, Steinauer and Table 
Rock, in Pawnee County and those of 
Humboldt and Dawson in Richardson 
County. Connecting company relations 
with the Falls City group of exchanges 
in Richardson County will remain a 
responsibility of the Auburn area. 

The townspeople of Pawnee City 
are elated at the change which brings 
to them the area headquarters and are 


equally enthusiastic that their popular 
young manager was promoted to the 
area managership. A recent letter from 
Pawnee City had this to say: “The 
members of the Pawnee Public Service 
Club wish to thank LT&T for the fine 
promotion given to George Eggleston 
and for making Pawnee City the head- 
quarters for the new area. We feel 
that it is a step toward improving our 
town. Mr. Eggleston is a very fine 
man and has taken great interest in 
our city’s functions and improvements.” 
The letter was signed by Byford Metz- 
ger, secretary of the Pawnee City Pub- 
lic Service Club. 


that awaited them was an amazing im- 
provement, both in their reading speed 
and in their comprehension of the sub- 
ject matter as measured by tests taken 
at the beginning and at the end of the 
ten-weeks’ course. 

Class members were R. D. Andrews, 
C. B. Meshier, H. W. Spahnle, K. J. 
Boshart, K. L. Lawson, W. D. Quinn, 
R. A. Carlson, W. F. Roberts, M. M. 
Hale, L. W. Cleveland, B. J. Sievers, 
I. J. Devoe, M. W. Franklin, R. H. 
Spohn, Houghton Furr, Herman Stu- 
dier, Phil Garvey, M. C. Walker, R. 
B. Hobson and P. H. Henson. 

The course was based on the text- 
book, “How to Read Better and Faster,” 
by Norman Lewis. The company pur’ 
chased a machine called a “reading ac- 
celerator” and assigned its use to mem- 
bers of the class at one-hour intervals 
twice a week. Thus they were able to 
calculate their improvement during the 
course of their studies. Margaret Fran- 
cis presided over the machine and re- 
corded the grades of the class members, 

As reflected by the reading accelera- 
tor, the average reading speed of the 


» = 8 fix = 


individual student rose from approxi- 
mately 200 words a minute at the 
beginning of the course to about 500 
words a minute at the end. Strangely, 
the degree of comprehension in the 
subject matter also improved as the 
reading speed increased. 


Alice "Merchandises”” in 
Wonderland 


“Off with her head!’ cried the Queen, 
as she put down the telephone. The 
Duchess had just called her on a very 
trivial matter. 

“Why?’’ asked Alice. 

“Eor making me run down the palace 
stairs to answer the telephone, Silly,’’ the 
Queen replied. She stared at Alice. ‘Do you 
know how many stairs there are here?”’ 

“No,” said Alice, ‘‘How many?” 

| forget,’ said the Queen, fanning her- 
self vigorously. ‘““Why do you ask?’’ 

This confused Alice a little, but she tried 
not to show it. “I should think,’’ she re- 
marked, ‘‘that you'd have an extension tele- 
phone installed upstairs, instead of cutting 
off somebody's head.” 

“An extension,’ tne Queen exclaimed. 
“Of course! That’s just what | need. Here, 


have a tart.” 


at 


| Ersatz Fishermen on Steaks 


It takes a lot of plottin’ and worryin’ to guide the outing 
activities of the Pioneers during the course of a season. In 
the picture above we salute the chief of this department, 
Claude W. Helm, who stands at extreme left, smoking 
cigarettes and biting fingernails as he sees that his charges 
are comfy and well fed. Claude did his usual outstanding 
job as chairman of the pioneer’s district social activities. 


The assembly was held Saturday, May 14, and was 
the last of several district gatherings of the pioneers during 
the late fiscal year. It was billed as a fishing stag, although 
fishing in the nearby streams has become a very futile 
endeavor. Some of the members golfed at the Seward 
course during the afternoon and all trails met at the Hughes 
Brothers cabin on Lincoln Creek, where a hungry horde 
of 46 pioneers sat down at supper time to partake of the 
famous Imig steaks. Only part of the group came within 
camera range in the picture above. 


Let's Meet Our New Employees 


Commercials Congregate af Beach 

Twenty fried chickens; 18 pounds of potatoes; a miscel- 
laneous array of foodstuff in many forms; copious quanti- 
ties of coffee. All these disappeared into bare bones and 
dirty dishes as the Commercials of Lincoln, 44 strong, held 
their annual outing at Capitol Beach on Thursday evening, 
May 19. 

Invited were all members of both local and general 
commercial groups. A resounding cheer should be given 
the committee for their fine work of planning and prepara- 
tion. The scene above was taken at the supper hour in the 
Beach garden. 
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Muriel P. Byrum ...............0.0000:. ed peste choses Wie (co) |: eee 4-28 = a EE A ae eesti! 

j r . j - 2 a a 

Shirley A. Heiliger Clerk ingoin..- 2 = Which They Ate With a Runcible Spoon” 
Phyllis M. Jones. ......................... Clerk (P.T.)...000000.......... Hastings .............. 5-11 
Phyllis M. Weakly .................... CTO Re is cddccecéinatexcentavcnedicden: Hastings ............... 5- 9 Thursc ay, May 12, was a long day for 43 accounting 

EGER GEE department employees as they struggled to keep their droop- 
Fred. EH. SeBOVIANO. 220-28. Draftsman: ...:...0. bei cas betel tstcnlsastcepenentes o- 3 ing eyes focused on thelr worl: while the clock crept slowly 
William G, Clement .......:.:..0.60 ae seldtheselaisnidite cases PSEICOUN + cs xcecccet 5- 9 toward five pe Trouble was, they had risen entirely oe 
Terry R. Ernst (Re-emp.) ......Groundman (Exch.)...Plattsmouth ....5- 7 early in order to be on hand at a departmental picnic which 
JoeB. Gray Groundman (Const). Lineoin 5g had been called for the unearthly hour of 6:30 that morning. 
Dean L. Kissinger 22.0000... Groundman (Const.)..Lineoln 2.0.0.0... 4-25 No one regretted the effort, for it had been a rare 
Wan Hi Pent """""Groundman (Const). Lincoln 4a occasion. In an unguarded moment I. J. Devoe, himself, 
Robert D. Roberts ..0....0............ Groundman (Const.)...Lincoln ............... 4-25. had volunteered to do the cooking; and the accounting folk 
Roger la: Weer “Ee coe TD) POUNCE y eee RECS geo *- 9 turned out in droves to see that he fulfilled his vow. 
ea a, 9s Scant eh rsese, es ee <5 And he did. With an assist from a committee of four, 
Darla M. Herold occ. Oper atOr..n...cccccscsescccssenee Nebraska City..5- 2 the meal was prepared, served and thoroughly enjoyed 
Marjorie A. Moghnert Operator... Linen’... 2- by the early risers. In the picture above the committee, 
Grace G. Oyler oo... ODOR GON cssseismiendiexin Nebraska City...5- 2. Messrs. Devoe, Backstrom, Sievers and Geist, face the 
Dixie L. Price Operator... Hastings 34g. camera during the brief respite between serving and dish 
Delores B. Quick ................... Operator... pee YOK 5-16 washing. Carl Ahl, the fourth committee member, operated 
DeVee J. Smalley ............ _,..Operator............ Lec OUDORON . ink 5- 2 . 
Audrey C. Strickler ...... decuucen POLAR UON soo csciiicietocsasccs OEE cc asenccanssayaxced 5-10 the camera. 
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The Hastings Family Album 


These are the people shown in the picture layout on pages 10 and 11. 


1: John Spady, district manager. 2: Gen- 
eral view of the operating room. 3: Marie 
Pearson, chief operator. 4: Francis Dar- 
nold, district wire chief. 5: The splicing 
team of James Howat and Jack Keogh. 
6: E. J. Flowerday, area manager. 7: How- 
ard H. Lahr, a_ not-too-recent picture. 
8: Lauretta Bacon and Rosetta Habben on 
coffee break. 9: Rosetta Habben, S.A., at 
her desk. 10: Don McKean in pursuit of a 
bug. 11: Marie Erickson, commercial clerk. 
12: J. A. Mason, chief testman. 13: In the 
operator’s lounge are Bonnie Einspahr, Belva 
Jean Gregg and Geraldine Benson. 14: Floyd 
Crewdson, recently appointed chief switch- 
man. 15: Jack Van Nordheim smiles from 
his post at the testboard. 16: James 
Dudgeon, a veteran of Hastings Commer- 
cial. 17: The construction crew, front row, 
from left are James Selko, T. B. Hedges, 
foreman, and Norman Forsman. Back row, 
Mickey De Backer, Ewald Oschner and M. L. 
Melvin. 18: Edith Seward, S.A., busy at 
her books. 19: Shirley Gilbert, commercial 
clerk. 20: John Eckles at work on the high 
switch bays. 21: An assembly of combina- 
tionmen; Fred McCormick, Wayne Webb, 
Darrell Joynt and R. M._ Hromadka. 
22: H. W. Tubbs, running jumpers on sec- 
ond floor. 23: On their relief are Luetta 
Bacon, Edith Seward and Phyllis McCallum. 
24: Beatrice Rohrer, district secretary and 
associate editor of the News. 25: In the 
snack bar, standing at rear is Nettie Baker, 
attendant. Clockwise around the table are 
Aletha Bennett, Traffic; Donnabelle Schu- 
mann, Plant; Anna Mae Caldwell, Com- 


mercial; and Jackie Craig, Traffic. 26: Mar- 
vin L. Pilfold, district clerk. 27: A hot pitch 
game rages through the noon hour. Clock- 
wise around the table are Carl Wagner, 
Gordon Sinner, Wayne Webb, Jack Van 
Nordheim, Fred McCormick and Jack Roth. 
28: Anna Mae Caldwell, cashier. 29: Velma 
Maggart and Patricia Sperry, service assist- 
ants. 30: Another group in the lounge. 
Thelma Coble, Latreva Knapp and Arliss 
Reiber. 31: Awaiting the moment to don 
their headsets are Helen Rothfuss and Donna 
Larsen. 32: Hazel WHueske, commercial 
clerk. 33: Darrell Joynt and James Howat 
receive their assignments for the afternoon 
from H. O. Wentink, wire chief. 34: The 
noonday pool game featured a battle be- 
tween Clarence Schleufer, Clyde S. Whitting- 
ton and John Eckles. Mr. Whittington being 
in town to check the area’s rolling stock. 
35: At the test board are C. E. (Kelly) Hed- 
strom and R. M. Drake. 36: Eldeen Riese, 


‘commercial clerk. 37: Another lineup of 


combinationmen; Gordon Sinner, Harold 
Kempf, George Murrisi1 and J. L. Roth. 
38: Mack Nickell and Robert Clark are a 
new splicing team now assigned to Hast- 
ings. 39: Dorothy Darnold, junior super- 
visor of the commercial department. 


The camera, in its one-day visit to Hastings, 
recorded the image of all whom it could 
seek out and find, but there are many who 
were missed, both in the plant and traffic 
departments. We’re sorry they are not in- 
cluded in our layout of pictures. 


Promotions and Transfers 


Plant 


Arthur Balderson, combinationman, Sew- 
ard to Lincoln. 

Carl A. Bender, garage serviceman, Sup- 
ply, to routineman, COE, Lincoln. 

F. M. Condos, warehouseman (P.T.), 
Supply, to combinationman (P.T.), Lincoln. 

Fenton L. Kipling, driver-lineman, Con- 
struction, to combinationman, Auburn. 

Ewald Ochsner, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Seward. 

John J. Richards, groundman to lineman, 
Nebraska City. 

H. W. Robinette, equipment repairman, 
Supply, to combinationman, Lincoln. 

Ronald H. Smith, switchman, Hastings, to 
testman, Lincoln. 

R. C. Trouba, Jr., janitor fireman to 
garage serviceman, Supply. 


| 
Journey's End 
Russell B. Anderson, husband of Cecile 
Anderson, Lincoln Commercial, (retired), 


passed away suddenly on May 27 at his 
home in Lincoln. 


We've often heard of the man “who needs no 
introduction’ and now we've found one; for our 
Eastern District wire chief is probably known in 
more quarters of the territory than any other 
telephonus homo sapien. Before his _ present 
assignment, he spent many years traveling our 
22 counties coordinating the labors of converting 
exchanges from manual to dial operation. We 
refer, of course, to George B. Keith, who is 
pictured here at his desk in the district office at 
Lincoln. 


of 12 Yo 


Wedding bells rang on April 21 when 
Eleanor Haden, Plattsmouth Traffic, became 
the bride of Raymond Ham. 


Belva Jean Viox, Accounting, became the 
bride of William J. Gleason on May 7. The 
ceremony was performed in the chapel of 
Grace Lutheran Church, Lincoln. 


Patricia Deinert, Accounting, and Robert 
Tindall became Mr. and Mrs. at a candle- 
light service held at the St. Paul’s Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church in Lincoln, 
May 15. 


Neva Beavers, Hebron Traffic, and Claire 
Dusch were united in marriage May 17 in 
Hastings. Mrs. Dusch is transferring to the 
Hastings traffic department. 


Anne Palensky, Wahoo Traffic, wearing 
traditional white, became the bride of Dale 
Wheeler on May 21 in St. John’s Catholic 
Church at Weston. The couple will make 
their home in Omaha. 


The wedding of Betty Shepherd, Fair- 
bury Commercial, and Clay Vaughn, Jr., was 
performed May 29 at the Endicott Method- 
ist Church. The couple will live in Endicott. 


The Dean Hobsons have two daughters 
now. Kim Ann made her appearance May 7. 
Her Daddy works in the Supply Office, her 
Uncle Richard in General Traffic, and her 


Grandpa John in Construction. 


A daughter, Terri Lynn, was born to Capt. 
and Mrs. George Richert on May 18. Maxine 
is on leave of absence from Lincoln Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Baldwin are the proud 
parents of a son, Wesley Paul, born May 20. 
Paul is employed in the custodian’s depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Smith announce 
the birth of a son, David, on May 24. Jim 
is a switchman at Tecumseh. 


Death of P. A. Wessel 

Philip Andrew Wessel, 54, died in 
a Lincoln hospital on May 22. He had 
been employed since April 1952 on the 
night shift of the Lincoln custodian’s 
forces. 

Mr. Wessel had been a farmer most 
of his life and moved to Lincoln only 
three years ago. Surviving are his wife, 
two daughters and two sons, all of 
Lincoln. 


Frank Kuchera 


York Lincoln 


D. R. Culbertson 


35 Years 35 Years 


AA YEARS C. B. Meshier, Lincoln. 

39 YEARS G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 

36 YEARS Regina Bethscheider, Hebron. 
35 YEARS D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank 


Kuchera, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS Georgia Smith, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; R. A. 


Carlson, Lincoln. 


30 YEARS M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, Lincoln. 
28 YEARS I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simpson, Lin- 


coln. 


27 YEARS C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln: Elizabeth 


Johnson, Crete; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 


26 YEARS E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth: I. C. 
Haith, Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric 
Wanek, Lincoln. 


24 YEARS Melba Richards, Lincoln. 
21 YEARS Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 
20 YEARS E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 
19 YEARS Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings. 


14 YEARS Alyce Sharpnack, Plattsmouth; 
W. D. Quinn, Lincoln. 


E. E. Johnson 


20 Years 


Velda Williams 


10 Years 


M. M. Hale L. V. Shirey 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 


13 YEARS C. A. Hansen, Barbara Miller, 


Lincoln; Marcella Will, Beatrice. 


12 YEARS G. Ella Ferguson, David City; 
Dorothy Grafton, Lincoln; Margaret Lauten- 
schlager, Davenport; Helen Norwood, 
Seward. 


11 YEARS Rosetta Habben, Hastings; D. M. 
Hobson, Shirley Snyder, Lincoln; Mary Ross, 
Nebraska City. 


10 YEARS R. E. Chamberlain, Velda Wil- 


liams, Lincoln. 
9 YEARS Alice Haddox, Auburn. 


8 YEARS June Carman, Beatrice; R. H. 
Culver, Sutton; W. K.. Eltiste, Weeping 
Water, David Guthrie, Theresa Peters, M. 
O. Schneider, Lincoln; Aurilla Patterson, 
Gresham. 


7 YEARS Chester Byard, Syracuse; I. E. 
Doran, J. W. Hartz, Maxine Richert, James 
Tice, A. R. Sharp, Lincoln; Phyllis Jungck, 


Beatrice; Doris Peterson, Auburn. 


6 YEARS R. G. Cardwell, D. J. Christle, 
R. L. Eno, Ruth Fulmer, N. M. Turner, 
Belva Gleason, Lincoln; Pauline Coe, Doug: 
las; Mary Wright, Hebron. 


5 YEARS Arleen Boley, Fairbury; Loretta 
Mcllnay, Crete. 


R. E. Chamberlain 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 


10 Years 


Death Comes To Rose Riggs 


Rose A. Riggs, long a member of 
the accounting department, passed away 
May 14 at Wilmington, Delaware, 
where she had moved in late 1953 
to make her home. 
The regrettable 
news was not unex- 
pected, for Mrs. 
Riggs had suffered 
progressive deteri- 
oration in health 
for a number of 
years, 


As Rose Cun- 
ningham she was 
employed as a 
trouble operator in 1909. Later she 
worked in the “front office” as com- 
mercial clerk and cashier. After her 
marriage she joined the newly formed 
accounting department as bookkeeper. 
The department was then situated on 
the second floor of the brand new gen- 
eral office building. In September 
1914 Mrs. Riggs resigned to devote her 
time to duties at home. 


Rose A. Riggs 


In October 1923 Mrs. Riggs returned 
to her former position as bookkeeper 
and throughout the intervening years 
she was an ever-popular member of the 
accounting forces. She advanced 
through the posts of clerk, control 
clerk, subscriber accounts acting super- 
visor, advanced clerk and senior super- 
visor. In November 1952 she was 
obliged to relinquish her duties because 
of failing health. 


Mrs. Riggs remained in Lincoln for 
nearly a year, but when it became ap- 
parent that she would be unable to 
return to work she retired on pension 
and removed to Delaware to be near 
her daughter Evelyn. Though years 
and pain had left their mark outwardly, 
there was no change in the warmth 
and friendliness that were the prime 
characteristics of Rose from the time 
she came to LT&T as a girl to the 
day of her departure from Lincoln. 
These are the things about her that 
will long be remembered. 


To my many telephone friends: 

Please accept my sincere thanks for your 
many floral tributes, cards and good deeds 
at the time of the loss of my loved one. As 
Russ always said, ‘“Take, O God, our worldly 
wealth, but leave us friends so rare.” 


Cecile H. Anderson 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Rowena Light, 
Associate Editor 


Carol L. Broers and Norma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 


Vacations seem to be in full swing in the 
Nebraska City Area. Betty Christensen and 
Dorothy Clark spent their leisure time home 
housecleaning. . . . Visiting in St. Joseph, 
Missouri was Cleora Lawrence; and Erm 
Wheatcraft spent a week of vacation time 
in Fairbury visiting friends and relatives. 
. . . Evelyn Denson and Jane Herbster at- 
tended the State PTA Convention held at 
Kearney. . . . Lillian Bader traveled to St. 
Joseph, Missouri on May 21 and 22 to at- 
tend the Women’s Division of the Chamber 
of Commerce Conference. . . . Vera Orton 
and Carol Broers enjoyed attending the 
Commercial Training Class in Lincoln on 
May 19. ... Edna Komma, a Goehner 
high school graduate, attended the school’s 
annual banquet recently. ... Mrs. Carrie 
Washburn of Sacramento, California, a 
former employee, was a visitor... . Ethyl 
Armstrong, retired cashier at Nebraska City, 
underwent another operation in Seattle, 
Washington. We know she would enjoy 
hearing from all of her friends. Her address 
is: Mrs. Ethyl Armstrong, 18539 Fremont, 
Seattle 33, Washington. . . . Chester Byard 
vacationed in Kansas visiting relatives... . 
Pat Neujahr and Jean Tegelhutter, gradu- 
ates of Syracuse High this year, enjoyed a 
three-day sneak day at the Lake of the 
Ozarks, Missouri. Pat was valedictorian of 
her class. . .. Virginia Shields is wearing 
a lovely diamond ring. . . . Elmer Neujahr, 
Chester Byard, and Virginia Shields re- 
ceived their wings as graduates of the Syra- 
cuse Ground Observer Corps. ... Belva 
Butler, contract chief operator at Unadilla, 
spent her vacation with relatives at Topeka, 
Kansas. 


Plaitsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Grace Heigl and Fern Davis reported a 
very interesting and enjoyable time attend- 
ing the Commercial Training Class in Lin- 
coln. To climax the day, they drove up in 
front of the Weeping Water office just as 
one of the tires went flat. They must have 
had a four leaf clover in their shoe. ... 
Elizabeth Nichols is home recuperating from 
a siege of boils. We all wish her a speedy 
recovery. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Vacations are putting a shine on some of 
the guys and gals. Jeanette Hartman spent 
her vacation at home. Jerry Shipley spent 
a week of his vacation at home getting ac- 
quainted with his little daughter, Deanna. 
.. . Farewell and good luck to Art Balder- 
son who transferred to Lincoln. A pot-luck 


covered dish picnic was held et the Seward 
perk. “Baldy” was presented a rod and reel. 
We welcome Ewald Oschner, who hails from 
Hastings. . . . The boys bowling team en- 
joyed a steak fry recently et a cabin. ... 
Laura Douty attended the funeral of her 
sister in Colorado Springs, Colorado. We 
express our sympathy. ... Well, it looks 
like the old love bug has bitten once again. 
“Beanie” Mueller is the lucky girl. She has 
that certain something on her third finger, 
left hand. Congratulations from all of us. 
You'll love it on a farm... . “Yours truly” 
and husband recently purchased a home 
and are in the process of refixin’. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Emily Bohaty and Dorothy Ostry, vaca- 
tioners of the month, spent their time at 
home taking life easy. ... Mary Beaty spent 
one week of her vacation at home loafing 
end taking in the races at Omaha, also at- 
tended the Horace Heidt show in Omaha. 
.. . Leona Yarmon attended the Martin and 
Lewis show at Omaha... . Visiting friends 
in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, was Loretta 
Vaca. . .. Bill Behrens is up and around 
after his emergency appendectomy, but 
won't be back to work for a while. 
Margaret Schuster, former operator, visited 
the Ashland office on May 7. ... Mrs. 
Lura Blackman has been ill for the past 
month. She was in the hospital about two 
weeks. . . . Betty Berge underwent major 
surgery, but is back on the job. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 

Operator Marilyn Coad invited the Traf- 
fic girls to her home May 11 for a fish sup- 
per and surprised everyone very much by 
announcing her engagement to Lt. Harry 
Grafe of Nebraska City. Harry is with the 
Air Force and is stationed in Toul, France. 
Marilyn plans to join him in France for an 
early Fall wedding. Her sister, Barbara, 
will go with her and will be her bridesmaid. 
. .. In the last edition we mentioned June 
Vanarsdall having company from Kansas 
City. She is still having the same com- 
pany and we will try to keep posted on 
developments. . Vacations have started 
here with Shirley Bolejack visiting her par- 
ents in Nemaha, and Shirley Nincehelser 
spending a few days in the Ozarks. Myron 
Birdsley, Marcus Johnson, and Harry 
Rogers are spending all their spare time on 
the bank of the Humboldt lake. We have 
heard a great deal about the fish that Harry 
is catching but Marcus and Myron have 


the right beit or they are getting away.... 
Doris Peterson, Alva Remmers, Della 
Gerdes, Leta Holscher, Joan Stevens, Mari- 
lyn Coad, Joan Remmers, and JoAnn Coat- 
ney have been enjoying picnics and wiener 
roasts. . . . Visitors from the Lincoln office 
on April 26 were: Myra Metcalf, traveling 
instructor; Melba Richards, chief operator; 
and Assistant Chief Operators Georgia 
Smith, Mabel Volpp, and Laverne Braun, 
District Manager Clyde Burge, District 
Wire Chief Dan Smith and Area Manager 
Joe Adamson were visitors Monday, May 
23. . . . Myron Birdsley spent two weeks 
attending Carrier School in Lincoln. 
John Mills, grandfather of JoAnn Coatney 
of the traffic department, passed away 
April 26 at the age of 75 years. Our con- 
dolences to JoAnn. 


Beatrice Area 
Dorothy Foster, Correspondent 


June Carman has returned to her home 
in Beatrice from a Lincoln hospital where 
she underwent surgery. We extend our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery. . .. In the 
recent nationwide call for the National 
Guard minutemen we found our building 
well protected. Four men were guarding 
the front entrance and one man guarding 
the alley. ... Alma Norman spent a recent 
weekend visiting her mother and other rela- 
tives in Colorado. Henrietta and Anna Men- 
ninga attended their nephew’s graduation 
exercises at the Adams High School. Pauline 
Hinz vacationed a week at home with her 
parents at Plymouth. ... The recent bidding 
for the summer months time tricks has 
brought up the old phrase “What did you 
take?” ... A thorough toll tally was taken 
for three days to determine what kind and 
how much equipment will be needed in the 
new building. . . . We were happy to see 
Phyllis Morgan return to work after several 
weeks of illness. Dorothy Mapes is 
wearing a beautiful diamond ring. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIInay, Correspondent 


We have no vacations to report this 
month, but there are vacation plans galore! 
Betty Steele, JoAnn Bauer, Sally Rhea and 
Helen Cudly, four lucky girls from Crete 
Traffic, spent a hilarious evening in Omaha 
at the Jerry Lewis-Dean Martin show... . 
Noreen Wild, a former Crete operator, is 
walking on clouds. She has her passport 
and ticket and will leave for Germany in 
early June to be with her husband who is in 
the service. .. . Lydia McGuire, Crete traf- 
fic, dearly loves to fish and spends most of 
her spare time at that sport. It isn’t at all 
necessary for her to tell us where she has 
been because she returns to work sunburned 
a beautiful lobster red. . . . Operator Fern 
Jacobs visited relatives and friends in Grand 
Island and Aurora Ernest Wedgwood 
of Lincoln Plant was a recent visitor at the 


very little to say. Maybe they’re not using Wilber office. 
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W. P. Shuck and G. M. Albury. 


Harry G. White Joins 40-Year Club 


On May 18, 1915, Harry G. White came to work for 
Our company as toll troubleman at Lincoln. He carried 
good references and qualifications, having served eight years 
with independent telephone companies down Kansas way. 
Later in the year Harry moved to Bradshaw as wire chief 
and soon was made exchange manager. The first World 
War found him there and he marched away in a khaki 
uniform. On his return he was named manager at Polk 
and in December 1920 began a six-year tenure as manager 


at College View. 


He transferred to Lincoln Service in February 1927 
and since that time, in numerous capacities and assignments, 
he has brought his wide experience to full use. 

Mr, White was honored at a luncheon at the Corn- 
husker on May 17, at which he received his 40-year emblem 
from Vice President Hale. A group of his fellow employees 
—old timers, all—watched and listened with approval, for 
Mr. Hale had some nice things to say about Harry White 
and his friends agreed that the truth had been well spoken. 


At the presentation, from left, are: G. P. Barney, R. M. Cleveland, H. C. 
Smith, C. B. Meshier, Mr. White, Mr. Hale, Walter F. Roberts, R. R. Guthrie, 
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fold of LT&T. 


Decorall 
“Ail right, you get the job. Your pay, twenty bucks 
a month, starts on December first. Meanwhile you can 
follow the mail boy around and learn the work.” 
The speaker was Frank Bagley, assistant chief clerk 
of the plant department. The date was November 27, 1913. 
And this was the induction of the present editor into the 


ots 


Fens, PPO. 


For Ye Editor 


In 1916 he left the company, unable to resist the lure 


of a five-dollar monthly increase offered by another firm; 


but returned in August 1917 to continuous employment as 
a shopman, draftsman, head draftsman, commercial artist 
and finally News editor. The amassed service record totaled 
40 years on May 6 

The diamond service emblem was presented by Merle 
M. Hale, vice president, who stands at left, at a luncheon 
held that day at the Cornhusker. In attendance were fellow 
members of the Commercial staff and representatives of the 
various departments. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty Shepherd, Correspondent 
Manager T. E. Longdon is “Director” of 


the Fairbury Kiwanis Club minstrel show. 

. Shirley Brown has a bright new ring 
on the third finger, left hand. Her fiance 
is in the Navy. ... We are happy to have 
Juanita Waring back to work again. She 
has just recovered from the mumps. JoAnn 
Sabin spent some days at Vermillion, Kansas 
with her folks. 


Tecumseh Avyea 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 


It’s vacation time and Virginia Lempka 
used hers to do a little house cleaning. She 
also had company from Minden. ... Waldo 
Harrington took off to visit relatives in 
Yates Center, Kansas, for his two weeks. 
. . . Raymond Johnson’s brother and family 
from Lake Charles, Louisiana were here on 
leave from the Air Force, so the clan gath- 
ered for a wiener roast in the park at Cook 
and ended up square dancing in Auburn. 
. . . Mary Meister made a recent jaunt to 
Shenandoah, Iowa, by the long route through 
Missouri. . . . Out-of-towners over the long 
holiday weekend included Cecile Morehead 
visiting in Seneca and Axtell, Kansas; Irby 


Halverstadt in Geneva; and Joe Adamson 
and Bill Eckles in Nelson. Clara Costello 
stayed home and let the relatives from 
Omaha come visit her. .. . Hilda Ramsey 
hes done it again! She was one of the 
winners in a contest sponsored by a local 
store end won a certificate worth money to 
be applied on a Helbros’ wristwatch. 
Mother’s Day visitors at Hilda’s house were 
her sister and family from Ogallala. 
Shirley Hagelback has a good reason for 
beaming—it’s a beautiful diamond on her 
left hend. And that’s not all—she’s also 
wearing a new wristwatch to match. 
Vera Norvell’s brother and family from 
Laramie, Wyoming were here for a visit 
recently. She hadn’t seen them for two 
years but no introductions were necessary. 
. Marge Cottingham also had company 
from Wyoming, a sister and family and a 
brother and his family from Torrington. 
While here they also visited Marge’s son, 
Darold, who is employed by LT&T in Lin- 
coln. . . . Retraction: It’s a brand new 
Plymouth Ted Husing is driving and not a 
Chevie. (Now maybe someone can get out 


of the dog house.) ... Among the graduates 
this spring were Warren Drake from Te- 


cumseh High School and Roger Weber from 
Sterling High School. So far neither one 
has shown us his diploma to prove it. Roger 
had a time explaining why he was buying 
a pair of navy blue nylons. ... No one will 
believe the story Henri Goracke tells about 
how the old turkey gobbler met his death 
at the time Henri and her brother were run- 
ning the ranch during the absence of their 
parents. She has a hard time trying to 
convince everyone that she did not run over 
him. Henri will be glad to furnish the de- 
tails as to what really happened, and it’s 
quite an explanation! 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


After several weeks with nothing special 
happening, we finally caught up with some 
activity. Area Manager and Mrs. Crew va- 
cationed a week with their daughter and 
family in North Platte. .. . Marge Grewell, 


Exeter, spent a week visiting in Colorado. 

. R. J. Weis had us all worried a few 
days ago when a swelling resembling mumps 
developed on the side of his face. We all 
began checking back to see if we had had 
them, and then it turned out to be a false 
alarm. . .. Janitor John Scheierman must 
have had a guilty conscience about eating 
candy the girls brought on their birthdays 
because he treated us all to candy bars the 
other day, and we are sure he didn’t have 
a birthday. . . . Our chief operator, Helen 
Adermann, completed the Human Rela- 
tions class held at Hastings. And speaking 
of this class, there was some doubt in our 
minds about these classes when Miss Ader- 
mann returned one day and told us about 
seeing PINK, GREEN and YELLOW ele- 
phants. Now we thought this called for an 
explanation. And after due time, the secret 
was out. The Shrine circus was in town, 
which accounts for the “colored” elephants. 


Hastings Area 
Marlys Uhrich, Correspondent 
Vacations are again in the news. Naomi 


Thiel visited relatives in Colorado on her 
vacation, and Donna Larsen spent hers mov- 
ing into a new home. ... The service as- 
sistants had a small party honoring Loretta 
Baker and Velma Maggart who recently re- 
signed. .. . Ann Horton is proudly wearing 
a new diamond ring. . . . Dixie Price is a 
new student and Rosetta Habben her 
instructor. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 
Donna Baldwin attended the horse races 


in Omaha. From all reports she must have 
picked the wrong horses. We wish her better 
luck next time. Norma Maschmann 
spent a weekend in Denver visiting friends. 
. .. We offer condolences to Margaret, Mary 
and Regina Bethscheider, whose _ brother, 
Rudolph, passed away May 21 at their home 
in Hebron. 


Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Lt. Jack L. Mankamyer of Camp Carson, 
Colorado, was a recent visitor in the home 
of his parents, Manager and Mrs. Manka- 
myer, and also attended the Sutton High 
School Commencement exercises May 19; 
his sister, Kay, being a graduate of the 
class. . . . It is getting close to directory 
time, and Al Zehrung has been here work- 
ing on the Sutton book. 


York Area 


Lois Miller, Correspondent 
Vacations have finally come for some of 


the telephone employees. Edna Pflughaupt, 
chief operator, and June Moore, commercial 
clerk, enjoyed a week’s vacation at home.... 
Area Manager Nelson and Mrs. Pflughaupt 
attended the Human Relations classes at 
Hastings on Thursday. On the last evening 
all members of the class attended a dinner 
in their honor at the Carter Hotel. Guests 
attending were Merle M. Haile, vice presi- 
dent, and John Spady, district manager.... 
For the past few weeks we have had di- 
rectory salesmen in our office working hard 
for a better directory. 


Bill Quinn, our sales supervisor, has been bring- 
ing in some fine pictorial trophies from his jour- 
neys about the territory. This group fell to his 
trusty camera on a recent jaunt to Wahoo. Left 
to right: Ed G. Piper, Don Anderson, August 
Brunke, Louis Cink and Ed Dorland. 


for a better directory. . . . Our sincere con- 
dolences are extended to Mrs. Pflughaupt, 
whose son-in-law, Jerry Carlson died at 
Veterans Hospital, Lincoln, on April 24. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Sections 
Mary Boshart, Associate Editor 


It seems the travel fever has caught on, 
for several members of the department have 
packed their bags and traveled to far-off 
places. Probably the most important trip, 
company-wise, was the one that took R. H. 
Spohn, Accounting, and Max Walker, Gen- 
eral Plant, to New York City for a confer- 
ence with the General Telephone Corpora- 
tion. Being situated right off Times Square, 
the leisure hours were spent seeing many 
interesting sights. ... Pat Deinert Tindail 
can boast of having spent her honeymoon at 
Mars. Pat, who has in years past taken a 
lot of ribbing about marrying a man from 
Mars, was quite surprised to find that Bob’s 
home town was Mars, Pennsylvania. Assist- 
ing at Pat’s recent wedding were Joyce 
Grabowski, Jean Leathermann, Grace Haus- 
child and Irene Stolz. ... The Accounting 
bowling team, having finished the season 
in fourth place, celebrated the occasion by 
entertaining their wives at a dinner party 
at Harold’s Steak House. Mildred 
Adamek was awakened at dawn recently by 
much horn tooting. Thru the early morning 
haze she was able to make out her hubby, 
who was returning a day early from his 
temporary assignment to Labrador. In 
Mildred’s excitement she couldn’t find her 
glasses and had to grope her way to the 
door. . . . The Disbursement section was 
well represented at the Accounting Depart- 
ment breakfast held at Antelope Park at 
the early hour of 6:30. I. J. Devoe and 
his crew of male assistants proved to the 
weaker sex that they were capable of pre- 
paring a well-balanced breakfast. They did 
a grand job and we’re hoping they’ll have a 
repeat performance soon. ... Ferne Burns’ 
vacation trip to Wichita was interrupted by 
the illness of her mother. We are happy 
to report that Ferne’s mother is now well 
on the road to recovery. . .. Louise Jenkins 
and family spent a few days in Long View, 
Texas, visiting with Louise’s parents. 
Helen Goodman and hubby took a delayed 
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honeymoon trip to Denver. Harold 
Brady attended a Recreation Workshop in 
Missouri during Memorial weekend. Grace 
Hauschild visited Rose Kaiser Eitel, a 
former Accounting employee, in Kansas 
City. . . . The weight of Marie Vidlock’s 
fishing paraphernalia was increased by 75 
fish on her return from a weekend of fishing 
in South Dakota. ... Mr. Spohn was quite 
interested in the “Mrs. America” parade for 
his daughter, Sally, was one of the Brownies 
who greeted Mrs. America upon her arrival 
in Lincoln. . . . Carol Day, a newcomer to 
Lincoln, recently accepted the position 
formerly held by Kay Cole. The other day 
Carol discovered she and her husband had 
rented the apartment which Kay and Phil 
Cole formerly occupied. A farewell 
luncheon was held at the Chef for Ann 
Mooney. Ann’s husband has accepted a posi- 
tion with an auditing firm in Seattle, 
Washington. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


‘Tis truly the season of picnics, outdoor 
breakfasts and such. An outstanding event 
of this type was the accounting department 
breakfast held at Antelope Park. At the 
early “yawning” hour of 6:30 A.M. we 
gathered around, drawn by the delicious 
odors of ham and eggs prepared by that 
super chef I. J. Devoe, accompanied by 
hashed brown potatoes ala John Backstrom, 
and the world’s best coffee brewed by Bruce 
Sievers. ‘The above mentioned were very 
ably assisted by the rest of the male con- 
tingent of the department. This was a very 
unique affair inasmuch as all preparation, 
cooking and cleaning up were done by the 
men, and a huge success it was, too. Many 
thanks, boys. Due to an inadvertent 
slip-up on our part, a shower for Belva 
Jean Viox, given at the home of Helen 
Pickard, was not reported last month... . 
Paula Hawkinson came very close to be- 
coming a full-fledged member of the very 
exclusive “cup-snatching club.” She was 
stopped at the door of the cafeteria as she 
was leaving, very carefully carrying cup, 
saucer end spoon. ... Darlene Russell ~ook 
a vacetion which she claimed she spent at 
home. She gave the impression that she 
alternated between a model housewife and 
being just plain lazy. Now after employing 
the usual third degree methods of securing 
‘Just the facts, ma’am,” the truth has 
emerged. She just didn’t went to get too 
far from that very new Ford Station Wagon. 
_. . We were very pleased to have as our 
suests the cashiers of eight Eastern District 
exchanges. It’s always a pleasure to meet 
these nice people we write letters to, talk to 
on the telephone but seldom have the op- 
portunity of seeing. Vacations and 
weekend jaunts are becoming very popular 
just now. Clara Jones didn’t take a trip, 
but enjoyed having as her vacation time 
guest her father who lives in Chicago. 
It’s only fair to warn you that if C. J. starts 
talking in terms of square or cubic measures 


or types of wiring or roofing, it’s because 
she is really enthusiastic over her new home 
on which construction will soon start. ... 
Blanche Buel spent a long weekend in Den- 
ver as the guest of her two brothers and 
their wives. Alise Meiers was planning a 
vacation trip when we talked to her, but 
says she will tell us next month where she 
went. Guess she is afraid she might jinx 
it if she talked too soon. Irene Daugulis 
spent a weekend in Milwaukee, and Gerrie 
and Larry Lorenzen went to Neligh to 
assist in the celebration of the 35th wedding 
anniversary of Larry’s parents. .. . The 
bowling teams have completed the season 
and of course the finale could be only one 
thing—a dinner. This year’s affair was 
held at Italian Village, and our department 
was represented by Mickey Ward, Barbara 
Brehm and Gerrie Lorenzen. . . . Marietta 
Hatfield was hostess to the girls of the toll 
billing unit at her home. She called it a 
wiener roast, but from the reports it was 
Teally a feast. In case you are not aware 


of it, that gal is really a cook, par 
excellence. 


dy construction 
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Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


Through Brick Smith we have some 
news of Clyde Pierce who retired from 
this department a couple of years ago and 
now lives in Carmichael, California. He 
has charge of the care of grounds for eleven 
schools and says they plan to build seven 
more. Sounds like a big job but Clyde 
really enjoys California and his work. He 
says he is feeling much better, which we 
all were happy to hear. . . . And another 
serviceman has returned to work. Jack 
Jantze has completed his stint in the Navy 
and is back working as a splicer’s helper 
with Splicer Jim Tice. The Ray 
Bolings recently made a trip to Denver due 
to the death of Mrs. Boling’s brother. We 
wish to extend our sympathy to the 
Bolings. And Dorothy Wise reported 
a “whee of a time” in Kansas City over 
Memorial Day weekend where the Cleve- 
land Indians were playing. Dorothy also 
recently weekended at Johnson Lake and 
came back with a mighty wicked looking 
sunburn. . . . We’ve had a few vacationers 
but not much to report as yet. Babe 
Combs spent one weekend in the McCook- 
Trenton vicinity and reported the fishing 
pretty good. ... George Wasson was laid 
up for a few days with a chipped bone in 
his elbow caused by an auto accident of 
several years ago. 


Dorothy Miller, 
Associate Editor 


Ray Clinton is the first vacationer in our 
office. Ray and Mrs. Clinton spent a 
week in Wisconsin visiting their daughter 
and family and, of course, Ray did some 
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E. D. Commercial Ladi 


es Visit General Offices 


K. J. “Lucky’’ Boshart, commercial training supervisor, was again host to a bevy of charming 


ladies in a tour of the general offices on May 19 


This group was composed of cashiers and com- 


mercial clerks from the eastern district. The-object of their visit was to meet the people with whom 
they often transact business by mail or telephone and to observe the course of orders and reports to 
their final disposition; particularly in the commercial and accounting departments. 


In the picture, Clara Jones, subscriber accounts supervisor, is explaining the work of the accounts 
desk in third-floor Accounting. Standing, left to right: Mr. Boshart; Miss Jones; Vivian Dee, David 
City; Janice Owens, Wahoo; Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth; Eva Davis, Weeping Water; Vera Orton, 
Nebraska City; Carol Broers, Nebraska City; Gladys Ball, Ashland; Norma Jean Dettmer, Syracuse; and 
Rose Carlson, order supervisor, Accounting. Seated at the desk is Paula Hawkinson, accounts clerk. 


fishing. We had several visitors last 
month whom we were very happy to see. 
Dorothy Schirmer, a former employee in 
the wire chief’s department, Velora Novotny 
and little daughter Debbie, and Ed Dulin 
also a former employee of the wire chief’s 
department. Ed resides in Belle Flower, 
California, and reports he likes it very 
much out there. ... At this time we will 
report that Glenn Obert is just about the 
same and Betty says he always welcomes 
visitors. 


Custodian’s Devartment 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


Jack Cox came to work the other morn- 
ing with a very bright shiner end said his 
granddaughter hit him in the eye with a 
sand bucket. It took a little convincing but 
we all finally decided it could happen that 
way. It seems that Jack was playing in the 
sand box with his granddaughter and she 
went to dump sand out of the bucket and 
hit him in the eye with it. Jack says he 
will still play in the send with her, but 
will watch the bucket next time. ... Charles 
Broer is taking flying instructions at the 
Lincoln Aviation School. He has a pilot’s 
license now and is working for a commercial 
license. He has over 100 hours and needs 
about 60 hours more before he gets his 
commercial license. 

"3-7" Office 
Arlene Swanson, Correspondent 

Vacation time is here again with Howard 
Smith being the first vacationer from our 
office. He spent one week at home land- 
scaping his yard and getting other odd 
jobs out of the way, so that he can de- 
vote more weekends to fishing from now 
on. . . . Kenneth Christensen, a former 
switchroom employee, was in to see us. 
He is an instructor at the Platte Valley 
Academy at Sheldon, Nebraska. ... Al 
Campbell spent several Saturdays in Grand 
Island attending the horse races, but reports 
he is doing much better at the Omaha 
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races, having won the daily doubles the first 
day up. ... Howard Smith is driving a light 
green ’49 Ford nowadays. ... E. C. Schrank 
and family visited relatives at Guide Rock. 

Dick Bauer and family spent the 
Memorial weekend with relatives at Clyde, 
Kansas. 


Toll Equipment Department 
Judy Whitney, Correspondent 
Visiting with relatives in Illinois while 
on vacation was Frank Norton. ... Ivan 
Paddack spent a week of his vacation eat- 
ing, sleeping, and taking life easy. He 
journeyed down to Edgar at the end of 
the week to see his folks. . . . Otis Clark 
spent his vacation painting his house. He 
says it is still the same house he was paint- 
ing last month—“it’s a big house.” . 
Clyde Higgins went on a honeymoon vaca- 
tion. He and his bride went to the Ozarks 
for a week. ... Bill Wolfe just traded his 
old ’54 Plymouth for a new ’55 model. It 
must be rough always driving a car that the 
dust hasn’t settled on yet... . Max Jenkins 
and his family traveled to Texas on a long 
weekend to visit relatives. They narrowly 
escaped a few bad accidents and to top it 
all off, they ran into a huge rainstorm and 
had a hard time driving out of it. 
Memorial Day weekend yours truly and 
husband managed to get to Scottsbluff 
despite the heavy traffic. ... Al Reed plays 
it smart by flying around in his plane these 
nice weekends where the traffic isn’t so 
terrific. Glad to have Dave Guthrie 
back with us again after his long stay at 
Falls City. Phyllis Kittle and new 
daughter dropped in to see us one after- 
noon. She certainly has a sweet blue-eyed 
girl, We want to wish the Kittles good 
luck as they are moving to Waterloo, Iowa 
the last of June. . .. Al Reed has been 
conducting another Carrier Instruction class. 
Attending were H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice: 
V. V. Clark, Wilber; M. A. Birdsley, Au- 
burn; and W. L. Eckles, Tecumseh. 


Wire Chief’s Department 

Sharon Caldwell, Correspondent, 14th & M 

Roland and Harold Wart have been 
spending their vacation time building Ro- 
land’s new home. . . . Our department has 
taken a sudden change, and don’t be too 
surprised if you can’t find anyone. The 
desks have changed positions and we think 
this new arrangement will be much more 
satisfactory than the old one. ... We heard 
that Cecil Semple took a fishing trip one 
weekend and when he got to his destination, 
he was quite alarmed to find he was with- 
out fishhooks. . . . Gloria Gruis had quite a 
hair-raising experience the other day. While 
she was an innocent bystander for the 
Shriners’ parade, a huge cannibal came up 
and grabbed her out of the crowd and 
marched down the street. She has come to 
the conclusion that you are much safer 
looking from a window. . . . Jim Howland 
spends some of his spare time fishing, and 


we gather luck has been pretty fair for him. 
Byron Pattison, Correspondent, 21st & L 
Wallace Weber toured Colorado during 


his vacation. He went to Estes Park, Colo- 
rado Springs, Pikes Peak and back home 
through Kansas. . . . Elmer Dougherty did 


not have a very pleasant week of vacation. 
On the second day he got the flu and spent 
the rest of the week in bed. 
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Lillian B. ee 
Associate Editor 


Relax, gals—you can visit Nancy Hoff- 
man in peace as she sold her tape recorder. 
. . If you see Ruth Owen limping around, 
her toe was the victim of a tray she dropped 
in the cafeteria. ... On May 11 the serv- 
ice representatives and Thelma Mahlman 
went to Lee’s for fried chicken and steak, 
then to Elva Mares’ home to watch TV.... 
Good luck to Polly Hostetler, who left us 
for her native state of Iowa—Des Moines, 
that is. . . . Nancy Connealy is the owner 
of a new vacuum cleaner. That’s the reason 
she’s been so tired lately. Seems she cleans 
the rugs and furniture whether they need it 
or not, just for a chance to use it. : 
Think it’s about time for Jack Caldwell’s 
luck to change. After the long wait to move 
into his new home, the rugs arrived a 
month late and then—guess what—the 
wrong ones! Hope Jack gets the right ones 
this time. . Over the weekend of May 14 
Frank and Myrtle Henline attended the 
UCT Convention in Hastings. . . . Martha 
Bevans and family spent a few days in 
Mexico—Missouri, that is. Congratu- 
lations to Mary Ellen Foster who graduated 
from Lincoln High on June i and is now a 
regular employee in the directory force. 
Our mutual friend in Commerciel, 
Silent Marie, isn’t doing very well this 
spring. She is away from us and lets every- 
one else get ahead of her whenever she 
goes out and just doesn’t seem to care. We 
think we should bring her back to Lincoln. 
Oh, yes, in case you didn’t know, Silent 
Marie is Virginia Anderson’s race horse and 


The cares of the world seem to collect upon 
the shoulders of the quiet and capable assistant 
custodian at Lincoln; for Paul Radebaugh pampers 
the occupants of the general offices; sees that 
some are warm and others cool, that their lights 
are burning and performs a hundred other services 
slanted toward the whims of the _ building’s 
residents. 


has been entered in the races at Grand 
Island. . . . Thursday, May 19. the em- 
ployees of Commercial held their annual 
picnic at Capitol Beach. We give a big 
round of applause to our committee: Ruth 
White, Thelma Mahlman, Nancy Hoffman, 
Millie Carey, Shirley Heiliger, Jack Cald- 
well and Ron Ahl, for the hard work of 
preparing all that delicious food. All had 
a wonderful time and are ready for another 
Picnic even if the next day did seem a little 
long due to sleeplessness. In the fun house 
Virginia Anderson fell off the saucer, losing 
a few things from her pockets. While re- 
covering them, she found other articles—so 
the next day she delivered them to their 
rightful owners. During their ride in the 
Dodgem, Marg Whitaker and Peggy Byrum 
were stuck in the corner most of the time 
so didn’t get to do much driving. Is that 
the way you two gals drive on the street? 
Our only casualty was Nancy Hoffman who 
burned her arm while frying chicken. but 
she is on the mend... . Jt seems Thelma 
Mahlman and Joyce Brown like picnics so 
well they helped prepare and serve the food 


The company’s first yacenilation truck ome: its 
appearance at Lincoln in June 1913. The News 
has published side-views of the famous truck, but 
never one taken from the angle that scared the 
wits out of the town’s delivery horses. This is a 
rare photograph from the album of Joy Dobbs, 
who stands at left. The driver is H. Farlow. 
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for the CWA Picnic, Sunday, May 22, at 
Pioneer Park. A note to Jack and Jim 
Geist, who taught us how to make coffee: 
That first potful was mighty powerful and 
bet it could have been used for acid. But, 
kidding aside, the rest was as good as the 
other food... . Vacation time is here. Doris 
Ulmer took a bus tour to California; Frank 
and Myrtle Henline enjoyed the sights of 
Colorado and Wyoming; and Chauncey 
Eggerss traveled to Michigan. . . . Jody 
Hartley spent Memorial weekend in Wash- 
ington, D. C. visiting her fiance. She was 
accompanied by his parents. The LT&T 
girl bowlers were guests of the Company 
May 26 at a dinner at Italian Village. From 
all the comments, the steaks were delicious. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Efforts to round up a bit of news reveal 
that engineering requires traveling. Not only 
in our territory, but to equipment companies 
for design work; to distant customers re- 
garding special requirements; and to other 
telephone companies to consult about new 
methods and the coordination of existing 
ones. For example: Ken Versaw went to 
Chicago to work on Beatrice. (We're seri- 
ous.) Charles Connors and Dick Wakeman 
flew to Kansas City. Paul Henson went to 
Texas and B. A. Isaman traveled to Omaha. 
Tough part of it all was that none of them 
got lost, missed connections or forgot what 
they went for. How can we make news out 
of that? Why can’t engineers stay home 
and fall off ladders like Supply folks? . . 
Two of our engineers did make a trip into 
Lincoln’s mammoth office manhole to see 
how the cables were getting along. We 
shall call them Isaman and Eden. On 
climbing out said Mr. Isaman, “Well, what 
do you think?” Answered Mr. Eden, “Don’t 
ask me, I was watching traffic.” What a 
chance for a cop to give him a ticket for 
having his head on the street! ... The next 
day Mr. Eden, accompanied by a local 
mortician, flew on a pleasure jaunt to Min- 
nesota. Whether he took the undertaker 
along to handle the fish or to assure himself 
special treatment in case he made one of 
his low level highway crossing specialties 
he will not say. . - - Mention of Mr. Isaman 
is remindful that we now have three former 
Hastingsites in the department. They look 
and act like other people but we’re keeping 
a close watch on incoming mail. We'll 
accept no boxes of garbage. . The best 
candidate we’ve had for Aiea (except 
for office collectors) is one husband doing 
32 in a 25 mile zone—and without his 
driver’s license. No one has asked Marie 
Jackson where she filed that one... . Bob 
Clifford proved who was boss at his house 
by spending Memorial Day visiting Ais rela- 
tives at Stromsburg. ... And Gary Clifford, 
that chip off the old uncle, is trying to 
collect $86.32 from somebody for internal 
injuries to his Pontiac. Trouble is the 
damage doesn’t show. “Nothing,” he 
answered when we asked what he said to 
the fellow who did the damage. Knowing 


Gary, we assume “Mr. Bad Brakes” must 
have looked like a gorilla. ... “There are 
no fish in Turkey Creek; none in the Blue 
River; none in the Nemaha,” quoth Tom 
Goldenstein, Gay Henderson and Claude 
Helm. The latter, we hasten to add, is 
not in our department. 


coin lraftic 


Rexine Bretta 
Associate Editor 


When you girls are in the presence of 
Hazel Nichols, try not to mention Alvo or 
its dial code. It brings back to her memo- 
ries which she’d rather forget! Memories of 
the day she couldn’t dial Alvo, 125 in the 
multiple, couldn’t even get a sender. Hazel 
reported it to trouble and in due time Mr. 
Norton arrived. After investigating, he in- 
formed her that she could NEVER dial 
Alvo in the multiple, since in the multiple 
you ring Alvo. Hazel, you’ve been on the 
east side of the room too long! ... Our 
A.C.O.’s and C.O. must really be enjoying 
these “social visits” they’ve been paying 
other exchanges. ‘This month they visited 
Wahoo, David City, York, Waco, Tamora 
and Seward. ... This vacation business is 
really picking up! Jackie Crook and Donna 
Donovan journeyed to Galveston, ‘Texas. 
Vera Burk enjoyed her trip to Spokane, 
Washington. When we asked Joan Giebelhaus 
about her vacation she said she stayed home 
but went to Chicago on her weekend! 
Kenny Perry also went to Chicago on her 
vacation. It’s a good thing she didn’t 
stay very long because —Tommy, her cat, 
didn’t like being boarded out with a bunch 
of dogs, refused to eat, and was nothing but 
fur, skin and bones when Kenny got back! 
June Hudson traveled through Colorado 
and Wyoming, stopping just short of the 
Utah border. Letha Baumgartner visited 
her parents at Aurora, then spent the rest 
of her vacation at Clear Lake, Iowa, Jean 
Vybiral spent some time in Fremont, Agnes 
Nelson visited in Omaha and Ericson, Lois 
Meyers went to Grand Island, Arlene Heide- 
man visited her parents at Tecumseh, Grace 
Kissinger her parents at Burr, and Annette 
Van Steenberg her parents at Franklin. 
Wilma Drake visited relatives in Columbus 
and Campbell. She will never forget 
Campbell for it was near there that their 
car broke down and she waited alone in the 
dark for hours while her husband went for 
help. Winona Kirwin, Vera Wasson, Marie 
Portsche, Ruth Fleischmann and your cor- 
respondent stayed home and hope everyone 
had as nice a time as we did. 
Well, Mabel Volpp finally did it! One 
night while cleaning up the snack bar some- 
ene called for the C. O. so she hurriedly 
shut off the water faucet and dashed back 
into the operating room. Some time later 
it was reported that there was water all 
over the floor. You see, she had both 
faucets running and only shut one off! Those 
custodians are going to install a mop and 
bucket as permanent fixtures one of these 
days. . . . On our list of new cars is the 
Chevrolet that Dorothea Heckman is driv- 


Two busy people. Merlie Markuson, traveling 
instructor, and Ethel Daharsh, chief operator, 
Wahoo, look up from their voluminous paper 
work to face the flash of the camera. 


ing. . .. When Gladys Trumble answered 
intercepting one day a lady said, “Well, 
just wanted to know if you were home; I'll 
be over; Goodbye” and hung up. Gladys 
still wonders if the changed number party 
was home! ... The girls enjoyed a party 
recently at which nothing but children’s 
pames were played. Frances Biallas, that 
kid, walked off with the grand prize, a 
cosmetic kit, and Lillian Campbell won the 
door prize. . Euda Varney spent some 
uncomfortable minutes shut in the elevator 
when the elevator telephone (and the ele- 
vator) didn’t work. She was rescued by 
the janitor who heard a buzzing and in- 
vestigated. . . . We think this sleep story 
tops them all! Mary Jane Arthur’s room- 
mate was awakened one night by a hand 
tightly pressed over her eyes. With the 
other hand M. J. was taking the bobby pins 
out of her roommate’s pin curls and mutter- 
ing something about “Wait till my father 
gets stuck with these pins.” When Mary 
Jane’s roommate tried to awaken Mary she 
just turned over and kept on sleeping! There 
was nothing else to do but get up and put 
up her hair again! Personally, we’d get 
twin beds! 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 
Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


George P. Barney, general plant super- 
intendent, spent a couple of days in Chicago 
the last of May attending the U.S.I.T.A. 
Plant Committee meeting. ... Marcia Wat- 
son, Cafeteria, has turned out to be quite 
a gad-about. She took a week’s vacation 
the middle of May, but that wasn’t enough. 
She also took advantage of the Memorial 
Day weekend, plus an extra day, and visited 
relatives in Valentine, Nebraska. ... The 
general plant office was represented by 
Max C. Walker at a General Telephone 
Service Corporation Plant Maintenance 
Plan meeting held in New York City. . 
When you read this, this associate editor 
will be vacationing in the great open spaces 
of the west. You may not share enthusiasm 
for the locale, but it is hoped you have as 
enjoyable a time on your vacation as we 
anticipate ours will be. . .. Callers in the 


general plant office—Rex Winders, F. E. 
Behm, and Ed Dulin. We are always 
happy to welcome visitors, so stop in when 
you are around our way. 
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Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


As to distance covered, it’s a toss-up be- 
tween vacationers Kent Eno and Al Linden. 
Kent took his usual early fishing jaunt to 
Minnesota, and Al explored the wonders of 
the state of Texas. ... Joe Krhounek vis- 
ited in Kansas and spent some time at home 
catching up with the odd jobs. . .. The 
Ralph Culvers and Charley Hansens motored 
to Colorado together, each to visit relatives 
for a few days, then together again they 
visited former co-worker Red Maxfield and 
spent some time in Red’s cabin in the 
mountains. . . . We’re always glad for our 
suppliers when they receive promotion bids, 
but they are missed here. We all say Good 
Luck in your new jobs to Wayne Robinette 
and Frank M. Condos who have transferred 
to District Plant. . . . We’ve some junior 
telephone men among us for the summer. 
Robert Rauch and Roger Krhounek will be 
working in the telephone repair shop and 
Lowell Johnson, Jr., will be learning the 
trade in the storeroom. Yes, Roger is the 
Lincoln High football star who will be en- 
tering NU this fall... . Shop and Supply 
bowlers are proud of their third place rank 
on the final scoreboard but are hoping to be 
able to offer some stiff competition for 
higher results next year. Wes Haas 
has broken down and purchased a new Ford. 
On a Friday afternoon he was dead set 
against it and kept telling everyone in hear- 
ing distance all the reasons why he should 
keep the old car. Somehow his resistance 
didn’t hold out and he drove to work the 
next week with a shiny new one... . Our 
Supervisor of Supplies agrees that he is a 
fit subject for a full Accident Prevention 
session. Reluctant to part with the old 
ladder when he purchased a new one, he 
stored it in the garage. Then, when he had 
need for one he thought he would save time 
and use the old one instead of bringing the 
new one up from the basement. It was a 
costly time-saving adventure. Luckily, he 
had no broken bones from the fall when 
the ladder broke under his weight, but he 
carried a painfully bruised arm and wrist 
for several days and displayed a very black 
eye and an unsightly bandage over the 
stitches needed to close up cuts over his 
eye made by broken glasses. He firmly be- 
lieves now that the proper place for old 
ladders is in the garbage can, piece by piece. 
Most painful of all (we think) was his dire 
mortification at having to be seen in the 
Shrine parade with his disfigurement, but 
his telephone comrades in charge of the in- 
itiation wouldn’t let him beg off. ... As 
this is written, Yours Truly is off for a 
restful ‘three weeks with pay’—content to 
Stay at home where there is but one lone- 
some telephone, no correspondence files, 
and no typewriter. 


HOW MANY 
FISH DID You 
CATCH ON YOUR 


Bill Huddleston 
has schooled his 
young son to tell 
the truth. Some- 
times he regrets 
having succeeded 
so well; like the 
time Lillian 
¥ Schafer asked Bill 
how many fish he 
caught on a recent 
trip and young 
Mark embarrassed 
his dad no end by 
claiming the en- 
tire catch for 


HE DIONT 
CATCH ANY 
-1 CAUGHT 
THEM ALL 


Our accident committee 
is quite concerned by 
the discovery of a new 
occupational hazard - 
eating. Chris Lyberis, 
Lincoln switchroom, was 
devouring a high-decked 
sandwich one noon when 
his teeth encountered a 
resisting object. Chris 
thought it was a tough 
wiener, so he_ pulled 
his incisors wide apart 
and chomped down with 
great force. He nearly 
hit the roof, for the 
\\ ‘a object was his finger, 
which had somehow crept 

\ in between the slices. 


doll to his forehead, 
found it wouldn't come 
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While acting as baby sitter 
for a friend, Larry Connealy 
playfully stuck a suction cup 
then 
off. 
Finally he tore it away with 
great effort, but the round 
bruise remained to mar his 
features for several days. 


While exploring the myster- 
ies of a manhole, Bud Eden, 
Engineering, became so en- 
grossed in getting a worm!'s- 
eye view of traffic that he 
almost caused a panic among 
passing motorists, who were 
‘suddenly confronted by the 
Sight of a man's head appar- 
ently lying in the middle of 
the street. 


Arlene Musil, Darlene Acord and LeAnn Armstrong, Crete, were 


on coffee break when they smelled something burning. They 


|=, , e noticed smoke coming from Arlene's. purse. She hurriedly 
IPE6+'S ——0- e 1cve or dumped the contents on the table and they found a plastic 


coin case smoldering. 
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Some of our folk lent a 
hand with the Falls City 
cutover. Harlan Gilles- 
pie of Beatrice was one. 
He called a Falls City 
hotel to reserve a room. 
Hollis Stouffer was at 
changing telephones, 


Bitty HAUGHTON 
AT THE AGE OF 30 os 
IS AMERICAS LEADING HARNESS RACER, 
—-A SPORT iN WHICH EXPERIENCE 
HAS ALWAYS PAID OFF 
IN 1953 HAUGHTON WON t16 RACES 
AND $ 374577.80 ; 
INI9S4 HE WON 1§3 RACES AND IN SINGLE OR DOUBLE 
£ 41S $577.75 HARNESS #7'§ THE 
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Murphy attempted to 


©1955 Riners Beuever’ se a7, me the new telephone. 


Harlan's call. The conversation was 
a classic for Stouffer appeared un- 
willing to rent one of his rooms and 
finally suggested that Gillespie try 
some other town. Harlan almost blew 
a fuse before discovering that he 
was the victim of a practical joke. 


While on the subject of the 
Falls City dial conversion, 
the story would not’ be com- 
plete without mention of the 
manner in which the worries 
event 
affected Chief Operator 
Anastasia Murphy. On the 
day following the instal- 
lation of the new dial tele- 
phone in her home 


toast by lifting off 
receiver and placing a slice 
of bread on the cradle of 


Darlene quickly dipped it in her 


glass of water and became the heroine of the day. 
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Wire Chief’ 
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New Wings For Long Distance 


Operator training is still the basic groundwork on which we build 
good service. The toll training period is a concentrated five-week, 
full-time course. Here, in a classroom session are Ella Hansen, 
instructor, with students Myrna Franz and Alice Funston, reviewing 


fundamentals of ticket recording. 


It was only forty years ago that the continent first 
was spanned by the sound of the human voice. In a dem- 
onstration of the telephone’s new victory over distance, 
Alexander Graham Bell, on January 25, 1915, projected 
his voice over a newly constructed circuit from New York 
to San Francisco. His former assistant at the far end of 
the line heard him say once again, “Mr. Watson, come 
here, I want you.”” And Thomas A. Watson replied in the 
words of the other half of the world’s first telephone con- 
versation, “Mr. Bell, I heard every word you said, dis- 
tinctly!"”" These sentences were originally spoken in 1876 
at the telephone’s discovery in a Boston boarding house. 


The exchange of words between the two coasts was 
made possible, primarily, through the perfection of the 
Pupin loading coil, coupled with a specially constructed 
transcontinental lead of two physical circuits strung with 
heavy hand-drawn copper wire. On the day of the demon- 
stration telephone men were stationed along the entire 
3,370-mile lead to guard against physical damage or circuit 
failure. 

At Lincoln the new toll board had been cut into service 
in the early summer of 1914. Our circuits were unable to 
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And away we go! The toll operator starts another long distance 
call on its way, key pulsing the routing code and number as soon as 
that information is obtained, and before the balance of the ticket is 
recorded. The hands belong to Operator La Jean VonDane. 


New Wings for 
Long Distance 


carry the voice beyond a few hundred miles without operator, 
repeating. Sometimes this was done at the board, on 
“through” calls, with the operator intercepting the weak 
voice of the speaking party and relaying the message onward 
toward the one who was listening. Such was the state of 
some connections that even her repeated message could 
not be made in a normal voice and, rather than disrupt the 
work of other operators, she would then repair to the “re- 
peating booth” situated in the southwest corner of the oper- 
ating room. There, with closed door, she would proceed 
with her repeating, shouting with all the strength of her 
lungs. 

Needless to say, in those times customers used long 
distance only when it was necessary. Few calls were made 
for the pleasure of hearing the voice of a friend or family 
member. Only in urgent matters did most businessmen re- 
sort to the placing of a far-distant call and suffer the ordeal 
of delays in circuit building, poor transmission, operator 
repeating and kindred difficulties. 

Through the course of the years, with transmission 
improvements and the speed of connections greatly en- 
hanced, the number and scope of long distance calls have 
steadily increased. With the opening of Lincoln’s new 
toll office in December 1953, the outlet facilities of our 
territory widened by means and measures with which we 
are all familiar. 

Then came the deluge, as explained in last month’s 
News. Not only in our particular sphere but throughout 
the nation the public seems to have become suddenly aware 
of the speed, the clarity and satisfaction of long distance 
usage. People marvel at the ease in which a call can be 
placed to a distant point. They like the businesslike man- 
ner it is speeded on its way. More and more they are 
turning to Long Distance for business and social use. 


Coincidental with the material increase in customer 
demands for long distance service has been our growing 
ability to supply it. Operating practices have been stream- 
lined with the paramount goal of eliminating every act and 
second in the handling of a call. It has taken years to 
bring into full effect some of these time-saving methods. 
Only recently it is becoming evident that our “Call By 
Number” campaign is paying off. This has been a central 
theme of our advertising for many years; and now our 
customers are finding that calls placed by number reach 
their destination much faster than one in which the called 
number is not supplied. A recent survey indicates that 
more than 80 per cent of our long distance calls are placed 
“by number.” 

Nowadays the operator records the toll ticket in orderly 
sequence as the information is desired. Usually the call is 
speeding on its way as scon as she has obtained the necessary 
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details on the called telephone. If the name of the calling 
party is given it is recorded, otherwise the space is left 
blank and another saving of approximately seven seconds 
is effected. 

Toll calls flow in and out of the Lincoln center over 
a maze of complicated equipment, yet the training course 
of today’s toll operator is simpler by far than that of a 
few years ago. Then the student operator was diligently 
schooled in knowledge of direct and alternate routings; 
phraseology, ticketing, manual practices and code words 
for communication with distant operators. It was a long 
and intensive curriculum. 


Our present operators are no less properly trained, but 
manual operations have been reduced to a minimum. Now 
they are not expected to memorize the complex scheme of 
routings. At the operator’s fingertips is a Multileaf Index 
for swift and ready reference of routing channels. In only 
rare cases is a distant call intercepted at a ring-down inter- 
mediate point in reaching its destination. Call it the age of 
the Automaton if you like, but in long distance service we 
have crossed the threshold of a new and marvelous age. 


After the distant number is keyed by the operator the 
toll equipment begins working its wonders. The sequence 
of key pulses flows into the impulse senders; a bay of 19 
units which forms the common source for relaying the 
called telephone number, to its proper destination. The 
number, as keyed by the operator, is stored or memorized 
by the impulse senders until it has been repeated over an 
outgoing circuit. 

The call courses through the toll tandem in an intri- 
cate winding of equipment which covers a large portion 
of the first floor of the 15th and M building until at last 
and inexorably it reaches the proper circuit and speeds on 
its distant way. 

Most of this equipment, its maintenance and methods 
of operation were entirely foreign to LT&T toll technicians 


Sainte mente mam 


Dell Gilmore (the man on the cover) makes 
an inspection of the digit storing relay in the 
impulse sender. Dell is equipment foreman in 
Lincoln Toll. 


on the signal path. 


An N Carrier group consists of 12 channels, 
ten of which are visible in this picture of a 
bay at Lincoln, where a check is being made 


the Multileaf 
index at each toll operator’s position is her authority and guide for 


Designed for the most rapid reference possible, 


directing the call toward its destination. La Jean VonDane, Lincoln 
Traffic, is pictured in the act of finding the routing code for the distant 
city on the toll call she is handling. 


at the time of the toll cutover. Classes in orientation and 
maintenance were conducted during the period of install- 
ation and since that time an extensive and continuing search 
for knowledge of the equipment’s workings has been the 


lot of those assigned to its operation. 


Thus our closing thought could well be directed toward 
the paying of highest compliment to Ivan Paddack’s force 
of toll equipment men who were forced to discard much 
of the fruit of many years’ experience to learn new methods 
and procedures for the care and operation of our modern 
toll equipment; and to Melba Richards, chief operator, and 
her ladies Of Lincoln Traffic, who have developed their 
skills in keeping with the ever-increasing flood of long 
distance calls flowing in and out of the Lincoln toll center. 
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Alvin Reed, toll terminalman, among the 
auxiliary selectors of the intertoll switch train. 
He is checking a selector for seizure and proper 
stepping. 
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Foot-loose and Fancy-free 


The month of June brought more 
than a usual flurry of retirements. All 
told, four of our experienced and valued 
members of the plant department laid 
aside the tools of their trade and 
entered into a life which we hope will 
hold health, happiness and well-being 
for them in the years to come. 

For behind the careers of Ernest 
Wedgwood, Roy M. Cleveland, Dave 
Culbertson and Frank Kuchera lie 146 
years of telephone experience, and re- 
placement of their skills will not be 
an easy task. 


Ernest Wedgwood 


Ernest Wedgwood took a tentative 
taste of the telephone business when 
he was only 16 and soon decided that 
the poles were high and the wages low. 
So he handed in his resignation to the 
old Saline County Telephone Company 
and sought his fortune in other fields. 
Eight years later, however, he decided 
to give the business another trial, and 
LT&T gained itself a fine telephone 
man. 

Ernie was at Wilber as a lineman for 
about a year before changing head- 
quarters to Nebraska City. In June 
1916 he appeared for the first time at 
Lincoln as a lineman, transferring back 
to Wilber in the fall of 1917. During 
the ’twenties he had a six-year hitch 
as crew foreman. The year 1927 he 
spent at Fairbury as combinationman 
and since that time has been stationed 
at Lincoln. The unique distinction en- 
joyed by Mr. Wedgwood is that he has 
personally trained more of our present 
crop of telephone plant men than 
any other employee—or any two of 
them, for that matter. In this field he 
put forth his finest efforts, using his 
vast storehouse of experience as the 
curriculum. Experience, in plant train- 
ing, is certainly the best teacher. 

Mr. Wedgwood wears the 40-year 
service emblem which he received last 
August. He has not projected a fixed 
schedule into the immediate newness 
of his retirement, preferring to become 
accustomed to the changed world be- 
fore he decides upon his future activi- 
ties. No doubt his three dogs will reach 
a high degree of perfection in acumen 
and manners, as Ernie’s fame as a 
trainer of field dogs extends across the 


nation. 
Roy M. Cleveland 


Roy Cleveland possesses a service 
record that extends beyond the first 
entries of the accounting department 
ecard records. Indeed it dates back far- 
ther than that of any other “Auto- 
matic” employee. It will be a half 
century next December since Roy, at 
the age of 15, joined the Lincoln Tele- 
phone Company as an installer’s helper. 
In 1907 he was assigned to the Univer- 


sity Place automatic exchange, working 
there for about a year before returning 
to the main office. Here, he worked 
at various jobs as the occasion de- 
manded and was first introduced to 
the local test board where, in later 
years, he was destined to dedicate his 
waking hours to the supervision of 
clearing troubles. Roy’s working day 
did not stop at a certain hour of the 
clock. His home telephone rang at all 
hours of night and holiday, and he has 
been available for advice or personal 
appearances at the test board. 


His service record was broken twice; 
once for a four-month period in the 
strike of 1912, then for a 15-year period 
from 1913 until 1928 during which he 
was employed in another industry. He 
returned to LT&T as a combination- 


Frank Kuchera 


D. R. Culbertson 


man and in 1931 became a testman. 
He was named chief testman in 1940 
and chief dispatcher in January 1952. 


In the immediate future of Mr. and 
Mrs. Cleveland is a trip to Colorado 
and later, one to California. Then, if 
the man of the house has his way, they 
will sojourn in Alaska before the end 
of summer. These journeys, added to 
a recent vacation trip to Florida, should 
take care of their traveling agenda for 
the year 1955. Mr. Cleveland likes to 
go places, but enjoys most returning 
to his home in Lincoln. 


David R. Culbertson 
Dave Culbertson reached his 35th 
service anniversary in June and allowed 
that it was an opportune time to bring 
to a close a career to which he has 
shown unwavering devotion. Upon his 
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request, retirement status was granted 
by the benefit committee and Mr. Cul- 
bertson will now devote his full atten- 
tion to an old avocation of farming. 

It was in May 1919 that Dave first 
appeared in the LT&T lineup as a 
groundman at Hastings, and not many 
days afterwards he transferred to Mc- 
Cool as lineman. He was out of harness 
for about a year, returning to employ- 
ment as wire chief at McCool in June 
1922. Four years later he became man- 
ager, with the Lushton exchange being 
included in his bailiwick. The conver- 
sion of McCool to dial brought Dave to 
York as combinationman in February 
1942. 

There was never a combinationman 
who took more pride in his truck and 
equipment than Dave Culbertson. Back 
in 1923 when he was assigned his first 
“tin Lizzy” he proudly posed for a 
photograph beside it. As the years 
rolled on and it was replaced by a suc- 
cession of later models of Ford trucks, 
Dave arranged to be photographed with 
them too, adding the thoughtful touch 
of including his daughters Mary Jane 
and Suzanne in the pictures. The chil- 
dren grew into charming ladies and 
went their separate ways, but always, 
when a new truck was assigned to Mr. 
Culbertson, he managed to bring the 
threesome together to stand beside it 
for a picture, The News published this 
remarkable sequence of pictures in De- 
cember 1951. Strangely it seemed that 
Dave himself was the only image that 
remained unchanged in the long series 
of photographs. 


Frank Kuchera 


The retirement of Frank Kuchera 
is also coincidental with his attaining 
the 35-year service anniversary. Mr. 
Kuchera finds it imperative to seek 
another climate in an attempt to allevi- 
ate a family health problem. He there- 
fore requested and was granted the 
stipulated pension benefits though he 
was well under the normal age of re- 
tirement. 

Frank joined LT&T at his home town 
of David City in June 1920 as appren- 
tice combinationman. A year later he 
went to Bellwood and in November 
1922 moved to the general shop forces 
at Lincoln. In June of the following 
year he became a combinationman at 
Lincoln and in February 1933 trans- 
ferred to a like position at Fairbury. 
Lincoln Plant again became his seat 
of operations in January 1940, and here 
he rounded out his long service record. 

Frank’s interests switched from in- 
strumental music to baseball early in 
life. He played with the LT&T base- 
ball team in the early ’twenties and 
afterwards devoted some years to 
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Quick-witted Night Operator 
Aids in Apprehension of 
Supermarket Burglars 


Carolina Penner, Beatrice Traffic, Sounds 
Alarm Which Results in Capture of 
Safe Crackers 


The dial telephone is on its way to Beatrice; and 
when it comes we are sure the citizens will enjoy the 
transition to the ultra-modern system now being con- 
ceived on the drawing boards of the engineering department. 

But the memory of the local telephone operator will 
not easily pass into oblivion. If she had not already en- 
deared herself to Beatrice patrons through her services of the 
long past, her praises surely will be sung because of an 
adventure in the dark morning hours of July 9. 

A signal light flashed on the Beatrice switchboard a 
few minutes before three o’clock that Saturday morning. 
Even as night operator Carolina Penner lifted her answering 
plug she recognized the number as being that of the 
Beatrice Supermarket, operated by Lloyd Wright and Ben 
Kyles. She knew the men kept late hours at the store, 
especially after a heavy day of trading; but she had the 
feeling that all was not well as she answered the signal 
with her customary, “Number, please?” 

There was no answer. She was about to challenge 
again when she heard the sounds of low talking and move- 
ment coming over the line. Then she was startled to hear 
a voice say, “Turn the handle up and hit it again.” 

Carolina waited no longer. She called the police station 
and related her story to Gene Marchand, the police radio 
operator. After that, events moved swiftly. Mr. Marchand 
called the night patrolmen and off-duty officers. Within 
a matter of a few minutes nearly the whole police force 
was on its way to the supermarket. 

In the meanwhile, Miss Penner kept her attention 
glued to the sounds which still came over the line and 
she was a very excited young lady. Suddenly she heard 
one of the voices cry, “Here they come, let’s go!” Then 
she heard other voices calling to the intruders to surrender. 
Carolina was certainly sitting in a ringside seat! 

Later events proved that there were three men in 
the store busily engaged in an attempt to open the safe. 
When they were interrupted the dial already had been 
knocked from the safe door and tools of their nocturnal 
trade were scattered about on the floor nearby. The 
three men were in their mid-twenties; and all were from 
the same Ohio town. 

Two of them surrendered to the officers without an 
attempt at flight, but the third hurdled a counter and ran 
toward the rear of the store. He was soon apprehended, 
however, while hiding in a coal bin. Entrance to the store 
had been gained by forcing the front door. The get-away 
car, bearing Ohio license plates, was found two _ blocks 
away. Preliminary charges of burglary and possession of 


Carolina A. Penner 


burglary tools were filed against the three culprits the next 
morning. 

It was ascertained that the telephone apparently had 
been knocked off the base in the darkness and had gone 
undetected by the burglars as they busied themselves in 
their attempt to open the safe. They must have felt quite 
sure of themselves as they proceeded with their labors, little 
suspecting that the instrument had already given warning of 
their presence and intentions. 

With the capture of the three men, Miss Penner 
found that she had little time to contemplate the events of 
the night, for the switchboard was soon buzzing with 
calls. There were many people in Beatrice who didn’t 
return to bed. It was quite a feather in the hats of an 
alert police force. The story was making headlines through 
this section of the country. Reporters and photographers 
were converging on the city. None of them overlooked 
the human interest angle of the night operator at her 
lonely vigil and her quick thought and action in handling 
the emergency. 

Miss Penner was employed in Beatrice Traffic about 
two years ago, following her graduation from Odell High 
School. She is a native daughter of Gage County; born and 
raised on a farm south of Beatrice. Her regular hours, as 
night operator, are from ten p.m. to seven a.m. 

In saying, “Carolina, we are proud of you,” we are sure 
the News speaks with the concerted voice of all employees. 
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The switchboard and operating force of Ne- 
braska’s first Independent telephone exchange, 
as it appeared shortly after opening for business 
in 1895. The picket partition or railing usually 
enclosed the area of the switchboard in those 
times, though the reason for this protective 
measure is not known. 


Seated in his new office, E. H. Towle, manager 
at Falls City, placed the first long distance call 
through the new equipment to Merle M. Hale, 
vice president of LT&T at Lincoln. 


Hollis C. Stouffer, veteran wire chief of the Falls City group of 
exchanges, stands beside the equipment in the old building during its last 
hour of life. Mr. Stouffer, too, has a record of service with the Falls City 
company dating back to the days of his early youth. 


Falls City Goes Dial 


Nebraska’s first Independent company completes 


biggest step in its modernizing program. 


At 10 p.m., June 4, our neighbor- 
ing telephone company at Falls City 
switched to dial operation in its new 
half-million-dollar home, to begin an- 
other chapter in the long telephone his- 
tory of the city. 


For the Falls City exchange was first 
to set into operation the Independent 
movement in Nebraska. It was in 1895 
that the exchange was incorporated and 
built to accommodate the telephone 
needs of 50 subscribers. The exchange 
stood alone and isolated, for it would 
still be several years before a toll line 
company would begin to connect the 
Independent operating companies of 
that area into a loosely woven network 
over high resistant iron circuits. 


The Falls City exchange is the parent 
unit of the Southeast Nebraska Tele- 
phone Company which also operates 
at Salem, Verdon, Barada, Shubert and 
Rulo, Only the exchange at Barada has 
still to be converted to dial switching 
to complete the modernizing program 
of the company which began in 1942. 
The company has long been under the 
direction of E. H. Towle, who has been 
associated with it during the 60 years 
of its existence. 
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The new building is of steel and con- 
crete construction with brick finish, 50 
by 150 feet overall. It is completely air 
conditioned with a full basement and 
large garage which can accommodate 
15 cars and trucks. 


LT&T operates most of the toll lines 
into and through the exchange and was 
concerned with supplying technicians 
to aid the installation and testing of the 
toll equipment and terminals. This 
task was well handled by Roy Carlson, 
Engineering; George Damon, Auburn; 
Harlan Gillespie, Beatrice; and Dave 
Guthrie, Toll Equipment. Irene Combs, 
traveling instructor, did an outstanding 
job in the training of Falls City oper- 
ators in the new toll practices and pro- 
cedures. Lloyd Oglesby, area manager, 
Auburn, and Dan Smith, district wire 
chief, were present at the cutover to 
lend a hand in the details. 


The switching equipment and toll 
board are products of Automatic Elec- 
trict Company manufacture. Several 
specialists from the factory were as- 
signed to the job and were also on hand 
at the cutover, which involved about 
2,900 of the company’s subscribers. 
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Three familiar faces, snapped on location shortly before the cutover. 
From left: Roy Carlson, plant extension engineer; Dan Smith, district wire 
chief, Beatrice; and Dave Guthrie, toll terminalman. 
among a goodly delegation of LT&T-folk on hand for the conversion. 


They were numbered 


W. Kent Eno 
President 


Myra Metcalf 


Treasurer 


R. H. Gray 
Executive 


Committee 


‘the Pioneers 


Kent Eno is New Chapter President 


W. Kent Eno, general shop foreman 
at Lincoln, was presented to the as- 
sembled pioneers on the night of June 
4 as the incoming president of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter. The an- 
nouncement was made at the annual 
banquet and reunion of the association 
at the Hotel Cornhusker. Mr. Eno is 
a charter member of the chapter and 
has been active in committees and 
offices ever since its organization in 
1941. His elevation to the Chapter’s 
highest office is a tribute to those la- 
bors, so capably performed. 

The new vice president is Robert V. 
Clifford, of the engineering depart- 
ment. Myra Metcalf and Rod D. An- 
drews, both of General Traffic, were 
elected to the offices of treasurer and 
secretary, respectively. 

Elected to three-year posts on the 
executive committee were Robert H. 
Gray, area manager at Seward, and 
Tyler Ryan, commercial engineer, Lin- 
coln, Balloting for the various offices 
was conducted by mail somewhat ear- 
lier in the season than usual so that 


announcement of the elections could 
be made at the banquet. 

The banquet itself bore the label 
of a distinct success, which came as 
a just reward for the many hours of 
careful planning that went into its every 
detail. It would be unfair to praise one 
person, or group, or committee more 
highly than another; for the numerous 
assignments were completely performed. 
The reception, the food, the entertain- 
ment and the program blended them- 
selves to the complete satisfaction of all 
concerned. The hobby displays were 
outstanding. Even the downpour of 
rain which trapped the departing guests 
failed to dampen the spirit of the oc- 
casion. 

Lloyd Cleveland performed with his 
usual capabilities in the dual role as 
social chairman and master of cere- 
monies. President A. B. Gorman re- 
ported the results of a banner year of 
operations for the Chapter during 
which the rolls swelled through the 
affiliation of 38 new members to an 
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Pioneers Les Livingston and Ray Boling take their wives on a conducted tour of the hobby 
displays. Here they inspect the collections of spoons by Pearl Shreve and salt and pepper shakers 
by Florence Arbogast. 


R. V. Clifford 
Vice President 


R. D. Andrews 
Secretary 


Tyler Ryan 


Executive 
Committee 


Trench Digger Ships 
Through Toll Cable 


Toll Service to Lincoln Curtailed and Communities Isolated 
As Toll Cable from Lincoln to Lincoln Junction Accidentally 


Severed by Trench Digger. 


by John S. Reed 


A number of communities north of 
Lincoln including Davey, Malcolm, and 
Raymond were isolated and all impor- 
tant toll circuits to Omaha, Chicago, 
Grand Island, Des Moines, Denver, 
Sidney, Columbus, Norfolk, and Fre- 
mont were interrupted when the Lin- 
coln-to-Lincoln Junction toll cable was 
completely severed by a trench digger. 
Through circuits from Omaha to Fair- 
bury, Beatrice, David City, York and 
Seward were also cut and direct cir- 
cuits from Lincoln to David City, Ge- 
neva, Seward, York and Wahoo were 
affected. Service over a number of 
private lines, government full period 
circuits, and broadcast program circuits 
came to a halt for a time. 

The site of the cable break was on 
the Everett Taylor farm 61/4, miles north 
of Lincoln on 14th Street. A trench 
silo was being constructed in a field 
on the Taylor farm and a Jeep-a-Trench 
outfit was digging the trenches for the 
side walls when its cutting blades ripped 
into the cable buried about three feet 
in the ground at this location. The 
break set off an alarm in the Lincoln- 
Junction repeater station and the per- 
sonnel there immediately proceeded 
with tests to locate the fault. However, 
the trench digger operator in the mean- 
time had reported the location of the 
cable break to the Lincoln Service 


board and three cable splicing crews 
were rushed to the scene. The break 
occurred at 10:38 A.M. on June 8, 
and service was completely restored on 
all circuits by 9:10 P.M. the same day. 

The cable involved consisted of 50 
pairs of 22 gauge conductors for tele- 
typewriter service, 114 19-H88 loaded 
pairs for long distance circuits and 6 
19-B44 loaded pairs. This cable pro- 
vides a total of 360 circuits through 
the use of ‘““N” carrier channels on the 
loaded pairs. The “N” carrier system 
has a capacity of up to 12 channels over 
each 2 cable pairs. 

The first step in the restoration was 
to splice together the ends of the cut 
cable pairs carrying all the ““N” carrier 
channels, followed by pairs assigned to 
Government full-period circuits that 
had not been rerouted. Then came the 
program circuits for radio broadcasts 
and television and the telephoto and 
news service circuits. Last to be spliced 
were the pairs to various isolated towns 
and cities and the extended area service 
circuits to Davey, Malcolm, Raymond 
and Ceresco. 

Although emergency connections 
were immediately established through 
other circuits to Kansas City, Platts- 
mouth, and Omaha, the traffic load 
was such that long distance calls were 
delayed as long as 30 minutes at one 


First order of business 


break and dig a hole large 
enough to accommodate a 
crew of splicers. It’s an in- 
tricate and specialized task; 
the testing and _= splicing 
through, of the tangle of 
wires. Giving it their undi- 
vided attention, clockwise 
from lower left are, George 
Bossung, Harvey Gesch, Don 
Frankforter and Raymond 
Mathis. 
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was to expose the cable 


The toll test board was the scene of worry 
and scurry during the progress of healing the 
break. Testmen assisted the splicers in circuit 
identification; tested, patched and_ improvised 
channels to gain the greatest advantage from 
the restored circuits. This photograph, taken 
toward the end of the emergency, shows Clyde 
Higgins, Charles Peachman and Loyal Parks at 
their stations. 


time. Since one of the cable pairs af- 
fected carried the audio component of 
the television on the microwave chan- 
nel to Lincoln, television service was 
also affected by the cable break. News- 
paper plants in Lincoln, Beatrice, Fair- 
bury and Falls City had no teletype- 
writer service and were forced to rely 
on telephoned stories from news service 
agencies. 


Efforts of Our People 
Receive Commendation 
From Newspaper 


Lincoln Evening Journal 


Nebraska State Journal 
June 10, 1955 
Mr. K. L. Lawson 
General Commercial Superintendent 
LT&T, Lincoln 
Dear Ken: 

The Lincoln Journal sincerely expresses its 
appreciation for the grand cooperation by LT&T 
on Wednesday morning when the underground 
toll cable was severed, breaking news and 
picture circuits. 

Please convey to your switchboard operators 
who were on duty, our appreciation for their 
instant recognition of the news emergency, our 
telephone priority cards for news emergencies 
established by LT&T’s action in past years and 
the need for alternate traffic routing. 

Every one of the operators was both quick and 
courteous. 

| think the toll service and traffic engineers 
both rose to the emergency in a grand way. 

Sincerely 


JOE R. SEACREST 


Associate Editor 
Lincoln Journal 


Service Anniversaries 


43 YEARS R. M. Green, Lincoln. 

AO YEARS Mae Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. 
Taedter, Hebron. 

36 YEARS Belva Butler, Unadilla. 

35 YEARS E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 

34 YEARS T.C. Woods, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meis- 


ter, Tecumseh. 


32 YEARS Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, 
Beatrice; Gladys I. Walker, Seward. 


29 YEARS C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lin- 


coln; Hedwig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 
28 YEARS Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, 


Lincoln. 

27 YEARS P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS H. W. Armagost, David City. 

24 YEARS A. M. Newens, Nebraska City; 
R. O. Sherman, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS V. 4H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, 
Fairbury. 

20 YEARS Mary Beaty, Wahoo: T. B. 
Hedges, Hastings; F. W. Norton, Lincoln. 
16 YEARS Lura Blackman, Ashland. 

15 YEARS Virginia Coon, Beatrice. 

14 YEARS L. G. Hansen, Lincoln: Eleanor 
Lane, Weeping Water. 


13 YEARS E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, 
Lincoln; Vilma Dolista, Bruno: W. B. Im- 
ler, Superior. 

12 YEARS Esther Borchers, Lincoln: Violet 
Peterson, Nebraska City. 
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E. L. Dorland H. W. Armagost 
Wahoo David City 
35 Years 25 Years 


F. W. Norton Virginia Coon 
Lincoln Beatrice 
20 Years 15 Years 


Mae Meduna H. G. Taedter 
Wahoo Hebron 
40 Years 40 Years 
10 YEARS Anna Bott, Hastings; R. L. John- 
son, Cook. 


9 YEARS Ferne Bade, Nemaha; K. H. Hult- 
quist, York; Virginia Rowland, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS Elizabeth Benda, Wymore; Aletha 
Bennett, Hastings; F. J. Fisher, D. C. Gil- 
more, E. J. Jungck, Beatrice; R. H. Hansen, 
E. J. Hoaglin, O. G. Hoffman, Betty Nelson, 
D. E. Nelson, Lincoln. 

7 YEARS Mary Arthur, Esther Baker, Irene 
Stolz, Lincoln; Velma Bock, Geneva; Henri- 
etta Goracke, Tecumseh; Donna Larsen, Has- 
tings; Leona Yarmon, Wahoo. 


6 YEARS Mary Ehmke, C. C. Jennings, Ne- 
braska City; Betty Hermann, Weeping 
Water; Mary Pohlenz, Marlene Thompson, 
W. S. Wolfe, Lincoln; P. J. Ratzlaff, York; 
Juanita Waring, Fairbury. 


5 YEARS Verletta Gable, Lincoln. 


Mary Beaty 


T. B. Hedges 
Wahoo Hastings 
20 Years 20 Years 


R. L. Johnson Anna Bott 
Cook Hastings 
10 Years 10 Years 
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And People Call Them 
Fringe’ Benefits! 
The News has published several 


stories in the past concerning “fringe” 
benefits. These may be described as 
the added values of employment with 
the company over and above the amount 
of stipend which appears on our pay- 
roll checks. 

They include such things as sickness 
and disability payments, pension accru- 
als, paid vacations and holidays, group 
insurance contributions by the company 
and numerous other grants and bene- 
fits extended to employees. 


Some of them we may never use. 
In rare cases employees have been 
known to work. through a forty-year 
period without having once appeared 
on the sickness or accident disability 
payroll. But it is a comforting thought 
to know that the benefits are there, 
should occasion arise for their need. 
Like life insurance, we always carry 
the hope that they will not be put to 
use. 


But sometimes there comes a case 
which can serve as a striking example 
of our employee benefit program and 
the working thereof. Such is the story 
of a man who was employed in June 
1952 when past the age of 50. Early 
in his period of employment he joined 
the group insurance plan and the Tele- 
phone Employees Mutual Benefit As- 
sociation. Several periods of sickness 
and hospitalization, accompanied by 
major surgery, preceded his death in 
May 1955, less than three years after 
he became an employee. 

Summarizing the monetary benefits 
(in addition to his salary) to which 
he became entitled and was paid dur- 
ing his term of employment and upon 
his death, the accounting department 
has furnished the following figures: 
Sickness disability payments....$ 629.63 
Claims paid by Telephone Em- 

ployees Mutual Benefit As- 

SOCIATION: -sic8s aah ceesesirinoae 1,038.42 
Death benefits paid to widow..... 798.80 
Group insurance paid to 

widow ......... sistipivadtudisatnctecee Is 0O8IU 

When it is considered that this man, 
in all probability, could not have ob- 
tained life insurance in any other man- 
ner than through the industrial group 
insurance plan, this record is all the 
more remarkable. 


Livingston Named Chief 
Dispatcher 


Leston P. Livingston has been ap- 
pointed chief dispatcher at Lincoln to 
succeed Roy M. Cleveland, retired. Mr. 
Livingston broke into the telephone 
business at an in- 
opportune time, for 
it was not long after 
his initial appear- 
ance in August 1928 
that hard _ times 
times came to 
LT&T and Les was 
on and off the pay- 
roll several times 
before he became a 
full-fledged and 
permanent employee in 1934. His first 
few years of service were in the Ne- 
braska City plant department. He came 
to Lincoln in 1939 as a warehouseman 
and in 1940 transferred to the general 
shop. In April 1942 he gained his 
first experience at the test board as 
night testman. In 1944 he began a 
four-year stand as a switchman before 
returning to the testboard in May 1948. 
He was promoted to dispatcher in Sep- 
tember, last, and was a natural selection 
for the fine advancement that now 
comes to him. 

In his new assignment Mr. Living- 
ston has charge of the working 
schedule of all combinationmen of Lin- 
coln Plant and assumes direct super- 
vision of trouble clearance and operation 
of the local test board. 
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L. P. Livingston 


Hale Is Deputy Grand Master 


Our vice president Merle M. Hale 
advanced another stride in his progress 
through the line of officers of the 
Grand Lodge, AF&AM of Nebraska, 
when he was elected and installed as 
Deputy Grand Master on June 9. This 
office is subordinate only to the Grand 
Master himself and carries the respon- 
sibility of representing and governing 
the 45,000 Masons of Nebraska when- 
ever the Grand Master is out of the 
state or otherwise unable to perform in 
his official capacity. 

Other LT&T members of the Grand 
Lodge in attendance at the annual 
communication at Omaha this year 
were Dewey Nelsen, Accounting; Roy 
Carlson, Engineering; Joe Hartley and 
A. B. Gorman, General Commercial, 


"You're Very Welcome’ 
The Nebraska City traffic folk are 


very proud of a recent letter received 
from Libby Wilcox of the C. L. De- 
Long Company of that city, who wrote 
in part: “We wish to express our grati- 
tude and thanks to all long distance 
Operators on duty from April 22 to 
May 4, 1955, during which time we 
experienced an emergency at Earth, 
Texas. There were many long distance 
calls and some were for people who 
were extremely hard to locate. Through 
it all the operators were very cooper- 
ative, polite and helpful. A _ special 
thanks to operators working on a call 
to a man at San Antonio from April 22 
to April 24—every half hour. Your 
help, patience and courtesy were cer- 
tainly appreciated.” 


A daughter, Sondra Rae, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Cottingham on June 4. 
Darrell is an employee of the “4” Office 
switchroom. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Francis are the proud 
parents of a son, Michael, born June 7. 
Ronald is a combinationman at Hebron. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Franzen announce the 
birth of a daughter, Elaine Marcia, on June 
14. Carl is an employee of the plant de- 
partment at Pawnee City. 

A daughter, Priscilla Ann, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Marolf on June 14. 
Frances is on leave from Hebron Traffic. 

A son, John Hall Fulmer, was born June 
23 to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fulmer. Ruth 
is on leave from Lincoln Commercial. 

A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Myron Wright on June 28. Betty is on leave 
of absence from Lincoln Traffic. 


Company Picnic July 30 


The date for our annual Esipiaveug’ Family 
Picnic has been set for Saturday, July 30, at 
Capitol Beach. It’s the big Fun Day of the 
year, the same as it was 40 years ago when this 
action was registered in the ladies’ 50-yard dash. 
The lady in white (center) who looks as though 
she may win the race is Maude Butler, Account- 
ing. Her husband, W. D. Butler, was also an 


employee. 
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Velma Maggart, Hastings Traffic, and 
William P. Gaston were married May 20 in 
Omaha. They will live in Lincoln. 


Laura Mae Skinner, David City Traffic, 
became the bride of Richard Topil on May 
20. The ceremony was performed at the 
Methodist Parsonage in Rising City. 


Evelyn Kucera, David City Traffic, be- 
came Mrs. William Birkel in a ceremony 
at St. Mary’s Church in David City on 
May 24. 


Arleen Boley, Fairbury Traffic, and George 
Holloway were united in marriage at the 
Methodist Parsonage in Fairbury on May 29. 


LaVetta Dunn, Superior Traffic, and Dale 
Dunn were united in marriage May 31 at the 
Baptist Church in Beatrice. 


Lucille Helgoth, David City Traffic, became 
the bride of Harry Vanis on May 31. The 
ceremony took place at St. Mary’s Church 
in David City. 


Alise Meiers, Accounting, and Olgerts 
Zaloiskalns were married June 4 in Lincoln. 


Dorothy Mapes, Beatrice Traffic, and 
Elmer Scheele were united in marriage June 
8 in Fairbury. 


Betty Haynes, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Branson Moore on June 12. 
The ceremony was performed at the First 


Christian Church in Nemaha. 


Marguerite Walthers, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Rudolph Mazuch were united in marriage 
on June 12 at the American Lutheran Church 
in Lincoln. 

John Wisby, Accounting, and Marjory 
Antes were married at Christ Methodist 
Church in Lincoln on June 13. 


Mary Hudson, Superior Traffic, and Rich- 
ard Calhoun were married June 17 at the 
Methodist Parsonage in Superior. They will 
live in Beatrice, where Mrs. Calhoun will 
be employed in the traffic department. 


Ann Horton, Hastings Traffic, and Wil- 
liam Konen were united in marriage at St. 
Cecelia’s Church in Hastings on June 18. 


Marlene Williams, Accounting, and Clif- 
ford Becker were united in marriage June 
18 at the Warren Methodist Church, Lin- 
coln. 

William Clement, custodian’s department, 
Lincoln, and Audrey Bombeck were mar- 
ried June 26 at the Trinity Methodist Church 
in Grand Island. 

Elaine Garrens, Nebraska City Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Robert Teten on June 26. 
The ceremony was performed at the First 
Baptist Church in Nebraska City. 

Joyce Grabowski, Accounting, and Roland 
James Fafeita were married July 4 at the 
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help at 
Ord. The couple will reside in Chicago. 


Director George E. Codington Called By Death 


George E. Codington 


George E. Codington, a director of 
our company for the past 36 years, 
died at Auburn on June 28. Mr. Cod- 
ington was one of the pioneers of the 
Independent field in Nebraska, having 
been the guiding figure in establishing 
a competing exchange at Auburn in 
1906. The Bell exchange at that time 
had but seven telephones in town, while 
in less than a year Mr. Codington’s 
new exchange could boast of more than 
800 subscribers. 


In time the Auburn company ex- 
panded to include the exchanges at 
Brock, Brownville, Johnson and Ne- 
maha, and a _ substantial interest in 
those at Howe, Douglas and Burr. 
These properties were purchased by 
LT&T in 1918, with Mr. Codington 
being retained as local manager and 
made a member of the Board of Direc- 
tors. 


Always active in civic affairs since 
he began farming in the Auburn vicin- 
ity in 1889, Mr. Codington had served 
as Nemaha County treasurer, secretary 
of the County Fair Association and 
president of the Auburn Chamber of 
Commerce. He helped organize the 
Ak-Sar-Ben Orchard Company which 
was one of the leaders in developing 
apple growing in southeast Nebraska. 

Funeral services, which were held 
July 30, were attended by many of his 
former friends of LT&T and the tele- 
phone industry. 


Smith Heads District 7, CWA 


An election of much interest to 
LT&*T folk occurred at the Ninth An- 
nual Convention of the Communication 
Workers of America held at St. Louis 
from June 20 to 24, when James E. 
Smith was elevated to the post of Di- 
rector for District Seven, CWA. The 
district encompassed the states of Min- 
nesota, Iowa, Nebraska, and North and 
South Dakota. 

Mr. Smith began his telephone career 
with our company in 1928, coming to 
Lincoln from Auburn. He served as 
president of the local CWA for several 
years before moving to Omaha to de- 
vote full time to Union affairs. In as- 
suming his new position Mr. Smith be- 
comes the only representative from the 
Independent telephone field in that 
level of the national CWA organiza- 
tion. He is a member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association. 

Representing Local 7470 at the St. 
Louis convention were Elvin O. Wait, 
president; Robert W. Blackford, vice 
president; Dorothy Grafton, secretary- 
treasurer and Robert WW. Swanson, 
delegate. 


Remember the Lansings? 


Lire Lines 


MAY 19355 


f Vol. 9 No, 10 


Making the cover of Life Lines, published by 
the California Water and Telephone Company, 
are Mr. and Mrs. Ira O. Lansing, who were the 
only husband and wife team to receive service 
emblems in the Redlands district—lIra for 13, and 
Mabel for 11 years of service. Ira was an 
employee of LT&T from 1909 to 1927. He was 
once Lincoln chief switchman and a member 
of the News staff. 
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Fitzpatrick Has Adventure 
With Armed Hitchhikers 


John R. Fitzpatrick, York combina- 
tionman, is slowly recovering from a 
harrowing Fourth of July experience 
near Boone, Colorado. He had picked 
up two hitchhikers in the early morn- 
ing at a service station near the Colo- 
rado line. They were supposedly mak- 
ing their way toward California. After 
driving several hours and nearing his 
destination of Pueblo, Mr. Fitzpatrick 
suddenly found himself looking down a 
gun barrel and heard his passengers say 
that they were taking over the driver’s 
wheel. 


One of them drove a few miles until 
they turned down a road which led 
to a dry sand pit. Here John was 
gagged, his hands tied behind his back 
with cords ripped from the seat covers, 
and his legs lashed together with a belt. 
For a few horrible moments John was 
forced to listen to an argument between 
the men, one of whom was in favor of 
shooting him then and there to preclude 
the escaping of his bonds and reporting 
the car stolen. 


Finally they went their way and John 
soon found he could reach the knot in 
the belt with the fingers of one hand. 
In a short while his legs were free and 
he was able to make his way out of the 
sand pit and back to the road. Being a 
telephone man, he followed a two-wire 
drop over a side hill and found a farm 
house where his bonds and gag were re- 
moved and the authorities notified. 


Following the marks of the stolen 
station wagon, the undersheriff and 
Fitzpatrick determined that the hitch- 
hikers had driven west. The two were 
apprehended in the early afternoon by a 
state highway patrolman. They were 
later identified as two ex-convicts from 


New York. 
Back on the job at York, Mr. Fitz- 


patrick is expounding a new philosophy 
regarding hitchhikers, all and sundry. 
So far as he is concerned they shall 
continue to walk as he drives by. John 
will have to return to Colorado as the 
complaining witness when the trial of 
his former passengers reaches the docket 
of the district court. 


Telephone Services Merchandising 
Is Explained to Employee Groups 
By W. D. Quinn, Sales Supervisor 


It has been a month of high activity in Merchandising 
and for William D. Quinn, our new sales supervisor, whose 
alarm clock has been set for the wee morning hours in 
order that he might make an early appearance at various 
points of the territory. 

By the time this magazine is in print Bill will have 
covered the length and breadth of LT&T-land, hawking 
his wares of telephone sales into every area point and into 
all departments. Some of our personnel will necessarily 
be missed in his first round, but Mr. Quinn insists that his 
ultimate goal is to make a personal appearance before every 
last one of our employee groups and try to imbue them with 
the spirit of our newly formed Merchandising program. 

In a month and a day, dating from June 14 to July 15, 
he will have held 18 group meetings in the territory, appear- 
ing, in the order named, at Stromsburg, York, Sutton, Hast- 
ings, Geneva, Hebron, Superior, Seward, David City, Au- 
burn, Pawnee City, Tecumseh, Wahoo, Beatrice, Crete, 
Fairbury, Nebraska City and Plattsmouth. Eight groups 
were assembled at Lincoln during the week of June 14-20 
and several more were scheduled from July 6-15. 

The returns in service requests were immediate and 
heartening. In less than two weeks following the first 
meeting the employees had already uncovered additional 
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annual revenue to the tune of more than $500. And only 
about half of the company’s personnel had heard the story 
of Merchandising by that time, and had become equipped 
with blanks for service requests. 


It being the busy season in the traffic department, 
most of the employees of this group have not been included 
in the present series of meetings and will be contacted at 
a later date. 


There is nothing wrong with the logic which motivates 
the Merchandising program as explained by Mr. Quinn. 
Just as in nature nothing is static, so it is in business. Either 
it moves forward or it slips backward. Merchandising 1s 
designed to impart a forward motion. It results in sales 
which means more jobs and promotions. It’s as simple 
as that. More telephones—more job opportunities. Improved 
service—more job security. Increased revenue—more chance 
for advancement and salary increases. 


There is one great hurdle the Merchandising program 
must overcome. This is the attitude of many of our cus’ 
tomers, and many of us, that one telephone as a central 
station in a residence constitutes adequate telephone service. 
It seldom does so, in this modern age, and the function of 
the Merchandising program is to coordinate our policies, 


Listening to the story 
of Merchandising is this 
group, mainly composed 
of ladies of the local 
and general commercial 
departments at Lincoln. 
Seats closest to the cam- 
era are occupied by Chris 
Ford, Pat Holhurst, Rocky 
Light, Nancy Hoffman, 
Ruth Owen and Joyce 
Brown. This was the 
first of the group meet- 
ings scheduled by Mr. 
Quinn. 
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plans and ideas toward the one goal: Improved service to 
our customers through sales. 

Mr. Quinn has been stressing heavily the three funda- 
mental points: (1) What we have to sell; (2) Why do 
people buy; and (3) How do we sell. 

The big switch is from operating our business on a 
customer demand basis to a business operating as if a com- 
petitor were breathing down our necks. 

For it is actually so that we DO have competition; and 
keen competition it is. Since 1940 the proportion of the 
average family budget spent for telephone service has 
dropped. During that time our customers have been buying 
heavily in items which add to their convenience, comfort 
or ego. They have done so at our expense, for we have 
not received our share of the consumer’s dollar. 

Our Merchandising program is an attempt to create 
new business—not wait for it to come in. Merchandising is 
more than selling or sales promotion. It circumscribes an 
area of attitudes, actions and personalities. It is a force 
which underlies most every contact we may have with our 
subscribers or potential customers. 

We are not being assembled under the Merchandising 
program only to sell telephones—stations, as we so drably 
call them. We are out to sell the greatest possible use of 
the whole line of services we render. And we must sell 
them so they will be of the utmost utility to the customer. 
If a service isn’t located at a convenient spot it will not be 
used—and if a service isn’t used it will not become indis- 
pensable. Most every person you know is a prospect for 


Mr. Quinn (in ice-cream suit) addressing another group in the 
general office club rooms. In the foreground at left are the pilots 
of Lincoln Traffic: Melba Richards, chief operator, second from left; 
and assistant chiefs Georgia Smith, Mabel Volpp and Laverne Braun. 
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A panoramic view was necessary to cover the gathering of the 
outside plant and switchroom forces of Lincoln. In each meeting Mr. 
Quinn also doubled as projectionist in a showing of the motion picture, 
“Family Affair,” which carried a potent sales message woven into a 
typical background of family life and its problems. At each meeting 
employees were presented with plastic pocket cases containing a supply 
of service request blanks. 


service of some kind and they can be sold on the basis of 
their own desires. 

For prosperity springs trem wants, not needs. It would 
be a drab world indeed if people had only what they needed. 
At no time in our history were opportunities so rife for 
selling our customers the added niceties of communications 
service. Not only are we in the midst of the country’s 
greatest buying era; we are passing through the most dy- 
namic kind of change the telephone industry has ever known. 
Spectacular as developments may be in some other fields 
and sciences, the art of telephony has grown apace. Its 
recent improvements in scope and services are equally amaz- 
ing. No business in the nation is putting more new ideas 
and new methods to work than is ours. 

The way we all can help and participate is to become 
familiar with the services we have to offer and to tell our 
friends, our neighbors and our subscribers about them ac- 
curately and often, never losing sight of our primary ob- 
jective to provide good, courteous, efficient service. 

A satisfied customer is our best sales prospect. 


Giving their undivided attention are these folk of Tecumseh Area. 
In the foreground, from left are: Henrietta Goracke, Raymond Johnson, 
Ferne Wilger and Mary Goracke. Behind them we recognize Don Hester, 
Roger and Dale Weber, Irby Halverstadt, S. D. Hanau, Waldo Harring- 
ton, Joe Adamson, Harold Drake and Jim Smith. 


y 
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The Hands-free Telephone Takes Its Place in Our Repertory of Services 


It has been reported that the first Hands-Free tele- 
phone in LT&T-land was installed in the office of 
Governor Victor E. Anderson last winter. This is the 
instrument which contains a microphone in the base of the 
set and has a small speaker attachment which is usually 
placed on the desk of the user. Thus a call may be com- 
pleted without lifting the handpiece from the cradle of the 
telephone. 


Early last month the State Railway Commission ap- 
proved the establishment of a monthly rental tariff of $5.00 
for the new service. This is in addition to the regular service 
charges. 


Two more Hands-Free telephones have now been in- 
stalled. One may be found on the desk of Joseph J. Brown, 
chairman of the State Railway Commission, who demon- 
strates its use in the picture above. The other is in the 
office of Kenneth Freese, manager of the C. A. Swanson 
and Sons’ plant at Tecumseh. 


Both of our new customers find in the new service an 
answer to their peculiar telephone needs. Mr. Brown, in 
the photograph, shows the feasibility of assembling members 
of the Commission staff while making a call in which there 
may be need for their specialized advice. He also finds 
it of value to be able to move about the office during a 
telephone conversation, making use of the large reference 
library which lines the walls of the room. 

Mr. Freese puts the new telephone to use primarily 
for the daily conference call with the home office at Omaha. 


Chairman Joseph J. Brown, of the State Railway Commission, demon- 
strates the use of his new telephone by calling in two of his lieutenants 
to grapple with a knotty problem, theoretically posed by the person 
at the far end of the connection. Mr. Brown is seated at the desk, 
with John A. Bonebright, director of the engineering department, at 
left; and LeRoy Sieckmeyer, accountant for the Commission, at right. 


Three people usually are stationed at the Tecumseh end 
of the connection. Formerly it was necessary that they 
each should listen from his own extension, with the resultant 
loss of transmission values to the call. Now they congregate 
in the one office, with their reports and papers spread 
before them. We are happy to report that both our new 
customers are pleased with the performance of this modern 
aid to the busy businessman. 


35 -- and Farewell fo Frank Kucera 


Likewise To Dave Culbertson 


Two big events in the life of Frank Kuchera arrived 
almost simultaneously. In the bustle of winding up his 
affairs to make a hurried departure from Nebraska upon 
his retirement, “Kuch” had barely time to pause while he 
was pinned with a 35-year emblem on the anniversary of his 
employment with the company. The job was taken care 
of, however, at a noonday gathering in the locker room at 
main office. The pin was presented with appropriate re- 
marks from Charles Meshier, district plant manager. Mr. 
Kuchera is seated in the foreground, while grouped about 
him are members of the department. Left to right: Ralph 
Connors, wire chief, Walter Stewart, Robert Green, V. P. 
Spears, John R. Shipp, Dale Weaver, James L. Baxter, 
Robert W. Swanson, Wayne Robinette, Lester C. Hutchison, 
Norris E. Hammond, Ray H. Zimmerman and C. B. Meshier. 
The Kuchera family has already found permanent roots in 
California. 


The 35th anniversary and he retirement of David R. 
Culbertson also occurred within the lapse of a few days. 
The cameraman recorded the moment of the service pin’s 
presentation as Area Manager Sterling Nelson of York at- 
tended the honors of the occasion. Wance Embrey, left, 


and Alex Pauley, right, complete the foursome. It’s going 
to be difficult for the subscribers of the south half of York 
County to get used to the notion that Mr. Culbertson will 
no longer be speeding their way whenever there is trouble 
on the line. He has been known as “Mr. Fixit” so long as 
many of them can remember. Dave will still be in the 
neighborhood, though, in his new role as a farmer. 
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Promotions, 


Jacqueline Craig 
Service Assistant 
Hastings Lincoln 


Dispatcher 


Commercial 

W. M. Sherman, installer-repairman COE, 
Plattsmouth to commercial representative, 
Lincoln. 

Plant 

JoAnn Gloor, service operator to clerk- 
typist, Central Plant. 

Darlene Griffin, service operator, Lincoln, 
to clerk-typist, wire chief's office, Central 
Plant. 

J. P. Howland, advanced clerical to dis- 
patcher, Central Plant. 

J. M. Isley, warehouseman to trucker, 


Supply. 


J. P. Howland 


Transfers and Title Changes 


Marian Kowalski 
Service Assistant 


Hastings 


John R. Shipp, combinationman to in- 
staller-repairman PBX, Central Plant. 

H. E. Olsen, testman to advanced clerical, 
Central Plant. 

R. D. Sinclair, building messenger, Ac- 
counting, to advanced clerical, Supply. 

R. W. Slote, trucker, Supply, to combina- 
tionman, wire chief’s office, Central Plant. 

Robert A. Stall, advanced clerical, Supply, 
to switchman, Central Plant. 


Traffic 


Jacqueline Craig, operator to service as 
sistant, Hastings. 


W. M. Sherman 
Commercial 
Representative 
Lincoin 


Vera Knerr 
Service Assistant 
York 


Neva Dusch, operator, Hebron to Hastings. 

Mary Hudson, operator, Superior to 
Beatrice. 

Vera Knerr, operator to service assistant, 
York. 

Marian Kowalski, operator to service as- 
sistant, Hastings. 

Lila Shaw, operator, York to Lincoln. 

Jean Vybiral, operator, Lincoln to Has- 
tings. 

Treasurer’s Office 

F. J. Bettenhausen, chief clerk to treasury 

supervisor. 


Death Comes fo 
Rollin (. Parsons 


Many were the 
telephone people 
who came to pay 
their last respects to 
Rollin C. Parsons 
as he was laid to 
rest on June 15 
after several years’ 
suffering from a 
crippling illness. It 
is all the more dis- 
tressing that his 
sickness came upon him shortly after 
his retirement eight years ago, so that 
he was unable to enjoy many of the re- 
wards that leisure days hold in store 
for those in health. 

Mr. Parsons came to the company 
in July 1912. His entire telephone ca- 
reer was spent in three departments. 
As a member of the plant forces he 
was an engineering clerk; as one of the 
accounting department he labored five 
years as traveling auditor; as a commer- 
cial man he held positions as collector, 
special agent, office manager, collection 
manager, credit supervisor and com- 
mercial representative. There is this 
that can be said of his service in each 


Rollin C. Parsons 


of these positions: no man could con- 
tribute more of his mind and body to 
the work at hand than did R. C. Par- 
sons. He retired from active employ- 
ment September 1, 1946. 

Fourteen years ago he became one of 
the charter members of the Frank H. 
Woods pioneer chapter and seldom 
missed a gathering of that organization 
so long as he was able to attend. He 
was 79 years of age at the time of his 
death on June 12. 

Surviving are his wife, four sons, 
four daughters, 16 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 


From the Headlines 


Lucile Scheidemann, Sutton Com- 
mercial, was elected treasurer of the 
Sutton American Legion Auxiliary at 
a meeting of that organization on 
June 26. 


Harvey Armagost, area manager, 
David City, was elected to the Board 
of Directors of the newly organized 
Rotary Club of David City. 

At a meeting of the Lincoln Adver- 
tising Club on June 7, A. B. Gorman, 
advertising manager, was elected vice 
president and installed as a new mem- 


ber of the Board. 
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Nelson and Studier 
Accompany Explorer Scouts 


Fifteen Explorer Scouts, 13 of whom 
are from York, departed June 21 fora 
ten-day wilderness canoe trip in Que- 
tico Province Park area in Ontario. For 
eight days the party were to be out 
of touch with the outside world com- 
pletely, with no means of communica- 
tion except by messages conveyed by 
canoe. Accompanying the group were 
Sterling Nelson, area manager at York, 
advisor; and Herman Studier, general 
foreman, Lincoln, assistant counselor. 
Their sons, Gary Nelson and Donald 
Studier, were members of the Explorer 
Scout contingent. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Floyd Martin Clough, father of Viola 
Clough, Lincoln Traffic, passed away June 
14. Services were held at the First Pilgrim 
Holiness Church in Lincoln, with burial in 
Wyuka Cemetery. 


John Holscher, father of Leta Holscher, 
Auburn Traffic, died at Auburn on July 1. 
Interment at Burr Cemetery on July 3 
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No August Issue 


It will be quite a spell before our 
next News comes off the press, for we 
shall again suspend publication of the 
magazine during August. The mem- 
bers of the News staff thereby will re- 
ceive a well-deserved vacation from 
their labors of gathering news, even 
though they must work all the harder 
to handle the bulk of material for the 
following issue which will combine the 
activities of two months’ duration. The 
News adopted the practice of omitting 
the August issue in 1946. 


Superior’s tiniest telephone girl, and already 


possessed of the voice with the smile, is Debra 
Don Smalley, one-year-old daughter of Don and 
De Vee Smalley. This captivating young lady 
takes to the telephone as naturally as a duck 
to water. It’s a trait inherited from her mother, 
for De Vee is an operator in Superior Traffic. 


She'll Write 
Disbursement-Printing 


In this issue 
Dolores Ehrlich 
makes her debut as 
associate editor for 
the Accounting- 
disbursement and 
printing service 
sections. Her col- 
umn reflects the 
thought and care 
she has given to the 
assignment. In fact, 
we are forced to acknowledge that she 
already writes like a veteran; with a 
complete and newsy coverage of her 
large department. 

Dolores probably would be first to 
give credit for her fine beginning to 
the excellent tutelage of her predeces- 
sor, Mary Boshart. It’s not easy to 
say “thanks and goodbye” to Mary. 
She has done a magnificent job as asso- 
ciate editor and she is also a person 
whom everyone classes among their 
favorite people. We hope she'll be 
happy running the vacuum cleaner. 

Dolores, though relatively a new- 
comer into our ranks, has a long con- 
nection with the telephone family. Her 
father, H. A. Ehrlich, is a member of 
the supply department. 


Dolores Ehrlich 


Sievers Goes To School 


B. J. Sievers, assistant controller, has 
been taking his education in concen- 
trated form during the past few weeks, 
being one of those enrolled as a student 
in a special summer course at the School 
of Business Administration of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan at Ann Arbor. 

The four-week course covered the 
broader problems of management func- 
tions, business conditions, enterprise 
economics, accounting (This Mr. Sie- 
vers needs like Carter needs another 
pill!), financial administration, public 
utility regulation and human relations 
in management. 

Classes were scheduled six days a 
week from June 20 to July 15. The 
fact that the fourth of July fell within 
this range of dates mattered not at all: 
for the school bells rang out at the ac- 
customed hour, even on the national 
holiday. 

This is the same course as taken by 
K. L. Lawson, general commercial super- 
intendent, last year. 
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See You in the Vacation Issue 


The News, as usual, will feature em- 
ployee vacation scenes again this year 
in the October issue and all employees, 
active and retired, are invited to be 
numbered among those pictured. We'd 
prefer to borrow the negative of a 
clear, sharp vacation photograph. It 
will be returned to you later with a 
5 by 7 inch enlargement with the com- 
pliments of the News. 


And please remember: You, or a 
member of your family should appear 
in the picture. You should write a brief 
description of the scene and identify 
the people in it. 

The negative should be in the hands 
of the News editor not later than Sep- 
tember 20. 


Our Cover 


We're going to be a bit disappointed 
if some of our readers do not protest 
the use of a blunt instrument on such 
delicate equipment; maybe the absence 
of a shim or gauge for the adjustment; 
or perhaps the full-handed method of 
grasping the screw driver. We shall 
be glad to hear from all and sundry, 
and to defend the man on the cover 
against any criticism of his workman- 
ship. The reason is simple: His name 
is Dell Gilmore and there is no doubt 
that he knows exactly what he is do- 
ing, even if we do not. Dell is grow- 
ing on a 30-year service record, nearly 
all of which has been devoted to solv- 
ing the mysteries of equipment opera- 
tion in the Lincoln offices. 

The picture shows him adjusting the 
speed and contact in a sender group 
and when he is finished it will be in 
perfect working order. This we can 
say with confidence and finality. 


Caldwell Moves Up 


The promotion of Jack J. Caldwell to 
the position of customer service super- 
visor became effective June 27. Mr. 
Caldwell succeeds George Ramsey, who 
has left the com- 
pany for other 
fields of endeavor. 

Fresh out of uni- 
form, Jack came to 
LT&T as a switch- 
man in 1947, but 
resigned in January 
1948 to enroll at 
Nebraska Wesleyan 
University. In July 
1951, having re- 
ceived his degree from the college of 
Bus-Ad, he reentered the employee 


Jack Caldwell 


ranks as a coin collector in Lincoln 


Commercial. He was advanced to com- 


mercial representative in November 
1952. 


Though his service record dates but 
a few years, Jack has a long acquaint- 
ance with most of our oldtimers, hav- 
ing made his first official appearance 
as a mascot and bat boy for company 
baseball teams in the days when his 
dad, Perry, of Lincoln Plant, was per- 
forming as the team’s slugging pitcher. 


New Tecumseh Chief 


It’s a pleasure to 
introduce Ferne P. 
Wilger and wish 
her well in her new 
position as chief 
operator at Tecum- 
seh. Miss Wilger 
comes to Johnson 
County highly rece _ | 
ommended through ) ee 
the excellence of © ~ a 
her performance as 
service assistant at York. She succeeds 
Cecile Morehead who had requested 
relief from the responsibilities of chief 
operator and who will remain as a 
member of Tecumseh Traffic. 


Ferne P. Wilger 


Miss Wilger has a service record 
dating back 12 years, although it has 
been broken twice for short periods of 
time. Since June 1946, however, she 
has been regularly employed at York. 
Her present promotion became effec- 
tive June 6. 


Foot-loose .. . Continued from Page 4 


coaching our girls’ softball teams. 
Somewhere in his telephone experience 
he gained a sixth sense for locating 
the source of troubles in instruments 
and equipment and this asset of arriv- 
ing at a correct diagnosis of service 
ailments has mace him a valued mem- 
ber of our service forces. 


The News extends to each of these 
fine telephone men the wish that their 
new life will be good to them. Every 
man among them is qualified to point 
with pride to his own fine contribution 
in furthering the progress of our in- 
dustry. 


Longdon Shines As Director 


At Fairbury, last month, the Kiwanis 
Club staged a minstrel show that was 
a knockout. It drew just and fluent 
praise from the local press, among which 
we gleaned this item from Virg Hill’s 
column in the Fairbury Daily News: 
“I’m not going to get into the business 
of singling out stars of the performance 
but I do think Tom Longdon put to- 
gether a sparkling show and he must 
have gone through a lot of worry and 
labor to do it. I hadn’t been aware, for 
instance, of his ability to direct musi- 
cians and singers as he did. He really 
rang the bell; and I'm not talking about 
the telephone business.” 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during June: 


Primary Members: Darlene Remmers, Be- 
atrice Traffic, $123.57; A. E. Lamberson, Lin- 
coln Service, $255.30; Veltha Poggemeyer, 
Nebraska City Traffic, $8.50; Helen Adermann, 
Geneva Traffic, $10.00; Neva Dusch, Hebron 
Traffic, $56.25; F. M. Strasser, Lincoln Plant, 
$16.00; Virginia Baker, Geneva Traffic, $28.50; 
Patricia Sperry, Hastings Traffic, $17.50; Betty 
Tribble, Accounting, $15.00; Grace Hauschild, 
Accounting, $10.00; W. R. Behrns, Wahoo 
Plant, $228.00; Barbara Miller, Lincoln Traffic, 
$21.00; Ethyl Armstrong, Nebraska City Pen- 
sioner, $400.00; G. A. Foster, Lincoln Plant, 
$25.00; B. L. Ford, Beatrice Plant, $12.50; 
Vera Sweetser, Fairbury Traffic, $10.00; J. 
H. Tice, Lincoln Construction, $62.25; F. P. 
Condos, Supply, $32.50; J. D. Lewis, Lincoln 
Service, $23.50; R. W. Swanson, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $6.00; A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln Plant, 
$10.00; Mabel Volpp, Lincoln Traffic, $45.00; 
Lura Blackman, Ashland Traffic, $288.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. G. O. Seaton, Lincoln, 
$50.00; John Malecha, Beatrice, $69.50; Wayne 
Flowerday, Hastings, $7.50; Mrs. L. A. Stacy, 
Lincoln, $6.00; Mrs. J. G. Van Nordheim, 
Hastings, $286.05; Gary Hromadka, Hastings, 
$10.00; Mrs. L. W. Neff, Lincoln, $15.00; Caro- 
lyn Jones, Nebraska City, $190.75; Mrs. W. 
F. Hendrix, Lincoln, $27.50; Sharon Louden- 
back, Lincoln, $15.00; Mrs. M. H. Metcalf, 
Lincoln, $120.30; Mrs. N. H. Liesveld, Lincoln, 
$10.00. 
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Pioneers . . . Continued from Page 7 


all-time high mark of 521 at the end 
of his term of office. The year was 
especially noteworthy for the many fine 
gatherings of the membership. 


Special guests of the evening were 
Mrs. Julia Gross, senior vice president 
and Fred Dunham, secretary of the 
Casper E. Yost Chapter, T.P.A., re- 
spectively. Traveling from the longest 
distance to take their customary place 
at the banquet table were Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Dulin, who have transplanted their 
roots into the soil of California. 


Lucky boys were Al Ager, George 
Brock and Phil Garvey, whose names 
came from the hat in proper order to 
reward them with the three big prizes 
of the evening. 


There were 341 members and guests 
present. 


When It Rains 
Our Troubles Begin 


Telephone men know that three 
things are inevitable: death, taxes and 
telephone troubles; and that the latter 
will surely come with the breaking of 
a long period of dry weather by heavy 
rains. 

That’s what happened on June 5 
when 200 Lincoln telephones were out 
of service caused by moisture entering 
cables through sheath breaks that had 
been undetected during the prolonged 
dry spell. We have our friend, the 
brown squirrel, to thank for many of 
the holes in cable sheaths. Others were 
caused by tree limbs and the usual vari- 
ety of elements and hazards. 


Much Obliged, Tecumseh 


Our company basked in the light of 
a significant honor at Tecumseh on 
June 15 when its local members and 
officials were guests of the Tecumseh 
Kiwanis Club. This was the second 
such meeting of the local club in which 
various industries of the town are 
recognized for their effect on the life 
and prosperity of the community. Be- 
sides Area Manager Adamson and his 
cohorts of the Tecumseh area, the fol- 
lowing were in attendance: Merle M. 
Hale, George P. Barney, kK. L. Lawson, 
L. P. Young, Paul H. Henson, Charles 
B. Meshier, Tyler Ryan and Clyde 


Burge. 
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a bull fight in Mexico, but informs us that Rockwell in Chicago. ... Francis Bordovsky 


Rowena Light, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Congratulations to Nadine Jones, who is 
the proud owner of a beautiful diamond ring. 
... Those in attendance at the Pioneer ban- 
quet were Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Armagost, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Roland, Mr. and Mrs. Vern 
Campbell, Mrs. Lena Conrad and Irene Swan. 
...On June 13 the Board of Directors visited 
our office. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers and Norma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 


When warm weather comes this summer, 
we at Nebraska City won’t mind at all. Air- 
conditioning is being installed at the plant and 
commercial quarters. . . . Dorothy Waters has 
resigned from a full-time operator to an occa- 
sional. She and her husband have adopted 
a baby girl, who answers to the name of 
Geralyn Marie. A shower was held for Doro- 
thy on June 17... . We found out what Adele 
Ganzel does in her spare time. Works in her 
vegetable garden, and how do we know??? 
Adele wore her garden shoes to work the 
other day. ... Evelyn Benson attended the 
Christian Church convention held at North 
Platte, June 9-12. ... Gladys Parker has re- 
turned to work from her vacation of painting 
at home... . Vacationing in Arkansas is Ray- 
mond Kinnison.... Lillian Bader has recently 
entertained relatives from Decatur, [llinois. 
... A brother of Kathryn Owens has been 
visiting here from St. James, Minnesota. ... 
Violet Peterson’s brother from Austin, Texas 
and Eunice Riggs’ sister-in-law from Scotts- 
bluff are also on the guest list. ... It would 
seem that diamonds are the latest fashion at 
Syracuse. This month it is Jean Tegelhutter 


who received the diamond ring. ... Visiting 
her grandmother in Gresham during her 
vacation was Patricia Neujahr. ... Sophia 
Windels vacationed in Springfield, Illinois, and 
Delores Bauer in California. ... Phyllis 


Beers went to El Paso over Memorial Day 
weekend to see someone special who is serv- 
ing with Uncle Sam’s army. Phyllis attended 


one was enough. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Vacation time! Grace Heigl just returned 
to work with a nice tan and great enthusiasm 
for the City of Denver. Grace says it was 
the nicest vacation she has ever had... . Mar- 
vin Koch left recently for Colorado on his 
vacation. Ben Anderson also has been 
on the vacation list. ... Helen Ofe is very 
proud of her daughter, Brenda, who was 
chosen for the first chair in the alto saxo- 
Phone section at Girls State. We think it 
very nice, too ... We regret to see W. M. 
Sherman leave the plant department in Platts- 
mouth, but wish him success in his new 
position. Mr. and Mrs. Ernst and son 
Terry, and Miss Frazier attended the stage 
play “The Country Girl’ at the new civic 
auditorium in Omaha Sunday evening. They 
stated that it was a wonderful show. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Wayne Menze enjoyed a fishing trip to 
Minnesota. ... Sightseeing in Nebraska can 
be fun, too. Mike Svoboda can tell you about 
it. ... In Norton, Kansas and Elwood, Ne- 
braska, vacationer Eleanore Schutz spent her 
leisure time. . . . Jeanette Hartmann spent her 
vacation at home... . ‘Yours truly” and hus- 
band are planning a couple of days in Pequot 
Lakes, Minnesota, fishing. . . . From Seward, 
those attending the annual Pioneer banquet 
were Laura Douty, Mr. and Mrs. Gray, Beata 
Merz, Gladys Walker and Jessie Landon. ... 
Visitors recently were the Board of Directors, 
Who stopped on their way home from York. 
- . . Relatives from Chicago are visiting Ber- 
niece Mueller. .. . Seattle, Washington guests 
arrived to see Martha and Beata Merz. ... 
Vera Schluckbier is entertaining Illinois rela- 
tives. ... We're glad to hear that Lydia 
Kriegshauser is recovering after foot surgery. 


Wahoo Area 


Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 

Janice Owens is all smiles. If you are won- 
dering why, look on her third finger, left 
hand, and a beautiful diamond will twinkle 
back at you. An early fall wedding is planned. 
- . . Barbara Swanda and Frisco Quinn visited 
relatives in Colorado recently. ... Sightsee- 
Ing and visiting relatives entertained Brenda 


RIGHT, TOM. 
WE HOOKED THE 
BIG ONES WAY BACK 

WHEN WE SIGNED UP 

FOR PAYROLL SAVINGS, 
U.S. SAVINGS BONDSARE 
THE SURE CATCH FOR, 


WATCH THAT PO 
BEND, JERRY? P'VE HOOK- 


ED ABIG ong. 
SURE |S CO RETIREMENT, 


: ; H FRED Quimby 


—-<6f 18 }jer- 


journeyed to Arkansas, and Jennie Stolenberg 
to Almond, Iowa. An early morning 
breakfast prepared over an open fire was en- 
joyed by a group of gals from the traffic 
and commercial departments. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 

June Vanarsdall, along with her daughter, 
enjoyed her vacation by fishing in the 
Ozarks, visiting in Kansas City, and resting 
at home. Amel McVay, plant department, also 
spent some time in the Ozarks while on his 
vacation. Roberta Rebuck and family spent 
a weekend visiting her sister-in-law at Min- 
den. ... Ferne Wilger, Tecumseh chief oper- 
ator, and District Manager Clyde Burge visited 
the office June 21. .. The newly formed 
Auburn girls’ softball team, clad with new 
blue and white uniforms, started off the sea- 
son with a bang by winning their first four 
games which were against Brock, Burr, Syra- 
cuse, and Tarkio, Missouri. The girls from the 
office playing on the team are: Bertie Rade- 
macher, p-of; Della Gerdes, 2b; Doris Peter- 
son, 3b, and JoAnn Coatney, rf. Bertie Rade- 
macher is wearing the uniform with the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company in- 
signia on it... . Nine members of the Auburn 
Kiwanis Club, of which Mr. Oglesby is a 
member, met with the Lincoln Kiwanis Club 
June 17, for an inter-city meeting and to pre- 
sent the traveling trophy to the Lincoln Club. 
Before attending the noon luncheon the men 
made a tour of the new telephone building in 
Lincoln. ...A surprise miscellaneous shower 
was given in honor of Marilyn Coad, of the 
traffic department, at the home of Rita Yates 
Friday, June 10, with Shirley Nincehelser, 
Elva Remmers, and Joan Remmers assisting. 
Miss Coad is to become the bride of Lt. Harry 
Grafe of Nebraska City sometime this fall in 
France. Thirty guests, including traffic and 
commercial girls and former operators, en- 
joyed an evening of playing games. A bridal 
veil hung from above the table on which the 
gifts were placed and on the wall hung the 
inscription, “Bon Voyage, Marilyn.” Minia- 
ture numbered jet planes were hidden about 
the room and the bride-to-be had to find the 
planes and open the gift with the correspond- 
ing number. The serving table was centered 
with a three-tiered cake with the inscription: 
“Congratulations, Marilyn and Harry.” Mari- 
lyn received many nice gifts. ... Leta Hol- 
scher recently attended her nephew’s wed- 
ding at Brock. ... All male members of the 
Auburn office are sporting whiskers of some 
type in observance of the Auburn Commer- 
cial—except our Manager, L. O. Oglesby. 
There is a penalty for this lack of whiskers 
and we are afraid Lloyd will come to work 
some morning wearing a horse tank instead 
of whiskers. One has to be real close to some 
of these mustaches in order to see that they 
are there. We have the General Grant style, 
sideburns, the Groucho Marx (and that’s a 
dilly), the handlebar type and, last but not 
least, an Adolph Hitler. But what worries us 
is—‘‘What’s going to happen to our Manager?” 

Beatrice Area 
Cecilia Haverkemp, Correspondent 

Earl D. Creswell, of Hubbell, visited the 
Beatrice exchange June 29. Mr. Creswell was 
District Foreman at Beatrice at the time of 
the consolidation of the Bell and Independent 


exchanges in 1913. Other recent visitors were 
John McKinzie and Bob Schouborg. Our 
assistant manager of the softball team, Don 
Gilmore, reports the team has won 11 out of 
15 games played and that they are now second 
place in the City League. We’re mighty proud 
of the boys and hope they’ll continue to 
chalk up the winning scores!.. . Frank Fisher 
is the owner of a new Ford V-8 and left July 
2 for a vacation in Colorado. Ted Ray is the 
proud owner of a new Buick. Archie 
Stansbury and family motored to California 
for a vacation. Area Commercial Manager 
Charles Dickenman and Mrs. Dickenman 
spent a week vacationing in Texas and also 
enjoyed a trip through the Ozarks. Their 
first stop was at Fort Hood, Texas, where 
they picked up their son, Corporal Dick 
Dickenman, and then motored on to Austin, 
Houston, Galveston and the Ozarks. Dick had 
a 15-day furlough and spent the second week 
at home in Beatrice ... Don Hodge, son of 
Wire Chief Leland Hodge, was commissioned 
2nd Lt. in the Air Corps at 8:00 A.M., June 
13, and graduated at 10:00 A.M. at the Ne- 
braska University Commencement exercises. 
On June 26 Don was married at Norfolk to 
Miss Lorrayne Bricker and at this writing 
they are honeymooning somewhere in Minne- 
sota. ... We all miss Ellen Butterfield, serv- 
ice assistant, who has resigned and moved 
to Omaha to join her husband who was 
transferred there. Ruth Diekmann en- 
joyed fishing at Lake Mahoney, near North 
Platte, while on vacation. Genevieve Harper 
vacationed in Anderson, Indiana. Irma Arnold 
spent a week visiting her son and family 
stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia. Beulah 
Mason and Thelma Bittings journeyed down 
Arkansas way for their vacation and Mar- 
cella Will visited relatives in California. 
Shirley Freeman recently enjoyed a few days 
in Lincoln. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIInay, Correspondent 


Darlene Acord and Helen Cudly, service 
assistants, report having had very restful 
vacations, which were spent at home—just 
taking it easy. Lumir Vosika, Wilber, is on 
vacation at this writing and we’ll have more 
about him next month. ... Marlene Kennel 
is comfortably settled in her own apartment 
Since her parents moved to Fairfax, Missouri. 

. Gladys Mason, Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Company area instructor, and Myra 
Metcalf set up a special peg count at the 
Crete exchange in connection with the cur- 
rent U.S.I.T.A. revenue study. All the oper- 
ators exhibited special interest and even ex- 
pressed a feeling of ‘loss’ when the count 
was completed! Crete welcomed Melba 
Richards, Lincoln chief operator, and her 
assistants, Georgia Smith, Mabel Volpp and 
Laverne Braun on their visit to this exchange 
June 21. ... Nebraska City’s Erman Wheat- 
craft was a welcome visitor at Crete and 
Friend on June 1. We’re always glad to see 
an old friend. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty A. Vaughn, Correspondent 


T. E. Longdon, director of the Kiwanis Mins- 
trel, “Happy Hollow,” was presented with an 
engraved calfskin billfold by the members of 
the cast. From all reports the show was 
superb! While on her honeymoon in 
Tennessee, Mrs. George Holloway (nee Arleen 
Boley) broke out with an allergy. Seems 
some mineral in the caves they visited didn’t 
agree with her. ... Mr. and Mrs. J. C. 
Gear, Mary Jackson, Annabelle Stocker, 
Matilda Alpers, Beryl Leslie and Mr. and Mrs. 
T. E. Longdon attended the Pioneer Banquet 
in Lincoln. The quiet peace of home 
seems to be the point of interest in vaca- 
tions this year. Virginia McCord and Dixie 
McDaniel, both from the traffic department, 
will have more than a_ vacation—Virginia 
resigning and Dixie going on leave of ab- 
sence. Taking only their vacations are Man- 
dane Reid, cashier in commercial, and Floyd 
Nave, Plant. ... Dorcas Slater has been in 
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Board 0 Directors Swing Through Northern Areas 


The LT&T Board of Directors, with department heads and representatives, again took a four, 
by chartered bus, to various exchanges in Saunders, Butler, Polk, York and Seward counties. This 
followed the quarterly meeting of the Board at Lincoln. The group traveled first to Wahoo, where 
a gathering of prominent businessmen were guests at a luncheon served at the Fairview Cafe; thence 
to David City, Osceola, Stromsburg, York, Seward, and other exchanges. Advanced methods of 


construction were observed at York and Waco. 


In the picture, from left, are: G. P. Barney, L. W. 


Cleveland, Tyler Ryan, M. C. Walker, Houghton Furr, A. W. Holcomb, L. P. Young, W. W. Putney, 
Walter F. Roberts, Charles T. Stuart, L. E. Hurtz, K. L. Lawson, Henry C. Woods, Thomas C. Woods, 


Frank H. Woods and Merle M. Hale. 


Rochester, Minnesota for a check-up. Char- 


lotte Jordan is also going the week of June 
27. ... Mr. and Mrs. Clay Vaughn (yours 
truly) spent their honeymoon touring Utah 
and Colorado. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

The vacationing Joe Adamson family had 
the relatives showing them the sights in and 
around Denver. The boys had such a good 
time they think it should always be vacation 
time. Darlene Schulte had a nice quiet vaca- 
tion at home—if you can call it quiet, moving 
from one place to a new one. Ferne Wilger, 
chief operator, finally located an apartment 
so she’s busy getting settled. To her morti- 
fication, she lost her way on one of the first 
trips around town but fortunately she made 
it back to home base. ... Cecile Morehead 
and Hilda Ramsey were among those Pioneers 
at the banquet in Lincoln, but it rained so 
hard they almost had to paddle a boat home. 
: Mary Cottingham has another little 
granddaughter who seems destined to join 
the LT&T family. The baby’s father is 
Marge’s boy, Darold, working in Lincoln. ... 
Jim Smith’s baby is in St. Elizabeth’s Hospi- 
tal in Lincoln for observation purposes. Little 
Davey is having digestive trouble. No, Jim 
hasn’t been trying to feed him hamburgers 
yet! ... The Mommens family had a reunion 
when one of the members was here from 
Iowa. Vernabelle was kept busy helping with 
the buffet dinner and keeping track of about 
twenty youngsters. ... Norma Lee Hahn also 
went to a family reunion in Topeka. The only 
incident to mar the occasion was when she 
discovered she had ruined a whole roll of 
colored film. Norma Lee also celebrated a 
birthday—this was a steak dinner and a 
movie with hubby in Omaha. The Hahns 
also acquired a house trailer so she is having 
quite a time fixing it up; then for the house- 
warming! ... When it comes to steak din- 
ners, Henri Goracke never lacks for invita- 
tions. The latest one was with an old flame 
in Auburn. ... This is strictly on the Q.T. 
but Irby Halverstadt is a “quack doctor.” 
This isn’t as serious as it sounds. One of 
Irby’s little ducks was victim of some fero- 
cious chickens so Irby “doctored the quack’s 


wounds.” 
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Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 

Gladys Stiers, our night operator, was 
pleasantly surprised when a subscriber pre- 
sented her a lovely chocolate cake in appre- 
ciation of her promptness in handling some 
calls. ... Vacationers are on the move. Mrs. 
Stiers and family visited in Indiana and 
Ohio; and Emma Ebbeka, Traffic, visited 
friends in Colorado, and reports having a 
wonderful time. ... Leone Jones, chief op- 
erator at Ohiowa, spent her two-weeks’ vaca- 
tion in Beatrice getting acquainted with her 
new grandson. .. . Hita Griffin celebrated a 
birthday and treated all the girls to candy 
bars. ... Manager A. L. Ackerman and 
family and the John Schiermans vacationed in 
Utah, visiting the Walter Crowder family. Mrs. 
Crowder is the Schiermans’ daughter, and a 
sister of Mrs. Ackerman. ... Virginia Baker 
vacationed at her home in Fairmont. ... On 
June 22, W. D. Quinn was in Geneva present- 
ing the new Merchandising Program 
Phyllis Fellows, a former operator, vacation- 
ing from California, stopped in at the office 
several times to talk over old times. ... We 
wish to extend best wishes for a speedy re- 
covery to Marge Grewel, who recently has 
been ill. ... Mrs. Sanburg, chief operator at 
Shickley, enjoyed a visit with her niece and 
family from Alaska. ... Mrs. Bock spent a 
most unusual week’s vacation. She traveled 
with her husband, via truck, to Houston, 
Texas, enduring the heat, and coming home 
were just minutes ahead, or behind, the tor- 
nadoes that struck in Oklahoma and Kansas. 
But misfortune was to overtake them on the 
home stretch, when they upset their tractor 
and trailer. Fortunately, they were not hurt, 
but Velma reports that it was good to get back 
to the quiet routine of the telephone office. 

Hastings Area 
Marlys Uhrich, Correspondent 


Moreane Alldritt has returned from her 
vacation. She visited her brother in River- 


dale, North Dakota, and then went to Battle 
Lake, Minnesota, for fishing. The weather 
man didn’t cooperate too well, it being too 
cold to do much fishing. ... Helen Rothfuss 
and Peach Albers spent their vacations at 
home. ... LaVonne Crawford is on leave of 
absence, awaiting the little new arrival. ... 
Aletha Bennett is instructing two new girls, 
Anita Sale and LeAnn Schmidt. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Vacations are well under way in the Hebron 
office. Norma Maschman spent her time on 
one of the “Do-It-Yourself’’ projects by paint- 
ing the outside of her house and redecorating 
some of the inside. ... Ronald Francis took 
part of his vacation when his new son Michael 
arrived... . Anita Williams spent her vacation 
in Colorado visiting friends and relatives. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Wellman spent Memorial 
Day weekend in Colorado visiting relatives. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wright visited friends 
in Pierre, South Dakota, over the long week- 
end... . Richard Taedter, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Heine Taedter, was home for a short visit the 
early part of June. 


Superior Area 


Florence Hobelman, Correspondent 


A new air-conditioner has been added to 
the Superior office, and the girls will not only 
be cool, but happy. . Mr. Kubat partici- 
pated in the golf tournament held at Beatrice 
one Sunday... . Florence Hobelman spent the 
Memorial Day weekend in Wichita, Kansas, 
and Oklahoma, visiting friends and relatives. 
... We are happy to report that Dewey 
Eckles is able to be up and around some 
each day and is making progress in his 
recovery from a severe illness... . Ann Han- 
son, together with her sister and brother from 
California, spent several days in Colorado, 
camping and fishing. ... Barbara White left 
for Ord, Nebraska, where her husband is 
working with the Bureau of Reclamation... . 
Crystal Langer’s vacation destination is Cali- 
fornia. ... Clarinda Lake plans to spend her 
vacation at home. ... Mary Ahren’s husband 
left for the Armed Forces the latter part of 
May. ... Gerry Williams is all excited 
about getting started on moving their house 


Tables Turned on V.P., He Receives This Pin 


. Wanda Wilton 
is back on her regular routine following a 


from Mt. Clare to Superior... 


leave of absence. ... Two new girls started 
in the traffic department—Dixie Patton and 
Lora Biltoft. ... Betty Jo Schleif is helping 
in Commercial during the absence of Mar- 
garet Hanson... . Messrs. Zehrung and Finley 
have been in Superior working on directory 
advertising. 


Sutton Area 


Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 

Lucyle Scheidemann attended the gradua- 
tion exercises at Fremont, May 27. Her niece 
was a member of the graduating class. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Moorhead, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Mankamyer, and Mr. and Mrs. A. D. 
Cassell attended the Pioneer banquet in Lin- 
coln, June 4. . K. J. Boshart, training 
supervisor, visited the Sutton office in June. 


York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 
Vacations seem to be the “highlight” for 
this month. Sterling Nelson is spending two 
weeks of his vacation with the Boy Scouts 


M. M. Hale was on the 
receiving end at a June 
pin presentation as Presi- 
dent T. C. Woods deco- 
rated his lapel with the 
emblem of 30 years’ 
service. Mr. Hale is usu- 
ally the one pictured as 
presenting the pins to our 
veteran employees. Others 
in the group, from left, 
are Walter F. Roberts, 
L. P. Young, P. H. Hen- 
son, G. P. Barney, K. L. 
Lawson and I. J. Devoe. 
Mr. Hale worked a few 
weeks for LT&T during 
the summer of 1918 and 
began permanent employ- 
ment in Lincoln Com- 
mercial in June 1925. 


as they tour Canada. Mr. Nelson is the 
advisor for this group. ... John Fitzpatrick 
spent his vacation in Oklahoma; and Chuck 
Salisbury, as far aS we can find out, spent 
his vacation fishing and loafing. He also at- 
tended his daughter’s wedding. . . . Vacation- 
ers from Traffic include Margaret Underwood, 
Agnes Buller, Barbara Walsh, Beatrice Sund- 
berg, Mildred Mouden and Janice Smith. We 
are unable to find out any information as 
to how or where they traveled, but do hope 
each had a wonderful time. The em- 
ployees had a surprise party for Dave Cul- 
bertson, honoring him with a gift on his 
35th Anniversary with the company and his 
retirement from service. Cake, ice cream 
and coffee were served. ... Bill Quinn from 
Lincoln conducted a meeting with employees 
in which he discussed the new telephone 
merchandising program and how we can make 
our customers happier. He also showed a film 
illustrating the necessity of extension tele- 
phones in most homes... . Virginia Peterson, 
one of our commercial clerks, is moving to 
Ogallala. We are sorry to lose Virginia, but 
do hope she will like her new home. 


Let's Meet Our New Employees 


Name Position Exchange Emp. 
ISG. AdIGM  -nite2.ccdenayaaccssiemne oul Operator.................-..- Wahoo. ............ 5-23 
— Ramona Anderson .......................... Operator. ............:.::ceee MOUS sacicesuek 6-13 
Name ¥ Osttion Exchange Emp. WEY ASOT OWS? ccccsicnidiccclocctesstsnecd Operator..............--:---++-+- LAMCOM. sccieisnis 6- 6 
ACCOUNTING LeAnn Armstrong ......................0.... ODCTALOT ..intncsicccscsnas-cceenes Si 3 —) <. oeeenee 5-19 
Marlene Becker .......... oa 8 Machine Operator... 0.0.00 6- 6 JoAnn Bohling (Re-emp.) .......... Operator... Hastings ........ 6- 2 
Ardith Dissmeyer veveeeceesssseeeeeeeeeee- Machine Operator wiabiae aveqecaseetentecinsoesaenasie 5-11 Patricia Britt ................000.000000000000.. Operator a eee Lincoln .......... 5-31 
Charline Fougeron ........:...::..-s-s000 MACHINE OPCPAlON ynicssn csnnicscnsccosseneveerien S-31 Phyllis Brown oooeocococececcccecececececeseee Operator.......cccecceeceee Lincoln .......... 5-23 
SBHAVAIYN: IAW ccc inten Machine Operator..............0....000:00000c0ee0s 6- 6 Alice Cuda 2... Operator.....-..ceccceeees York ................ 6- 7 
Bonnie Lou Schmidt ................... Machine Operatovr.......2..0..0.00..0:ccceeeeeeeee 5-18 Barbara Doak ........................ Operator... York ................ 6- 7 
Betty SHEP WOO  anscccesisessiccioicenoevec: SSOP UN ones ciaecccsses eiesbe se rccvcetnsaatcanveieonenas 6-13 parlene Elliott ............................ Operator........--ssecs0eeee-o Lincoln .......... 6- 6 
COMMERCIAL WORN FOP GTA: oicccicxisen cestcencsnaapownseed OPOLrator .ciicccccnsssarstnescinne LAWRCOIN | ...s0c00-. 5-23 
FUG VET sosccensticanteemenpsancioas CAS IET oo jctavencenctaee Pawnee City.. 6- 6 Betty Gaskill 200 ODGTATOP inc a David City .... 5-16 
Mate WANED viccacancmvnedcr ton Gd [Cig eee ane es ene Lincoln .......... 5-31 Dorla Osis coco aceconneepsadaetixseioraainsceee Chief Operatot............. We BOG ccetiniaces 6- 1 
ENGINEERING Doris Harbour ............. er er BGP ATOR oe. cc-cctssstececsctsss OPM ction 6-13 
SOUT We SWIC Gi es EB bet 82 4 102) 5 ee Onn TORE eR eee eran ae DNE O-23 “ssOIS FAMENGS onc i5 is oe cece Operator...............-.::se00000 Nebr. City .... 5-23 
PLANT Marlene Kassebaum ...................... Operatorivicancce steno Hebron ............ 5-31 
Fred Brew -reeecocececoccccceccececececeeee RT ANITOL ooo oecocceecceceeeeee Lincoln ....... 6- 6 NOFA KNOCKS: sci. .cscisccneiccnsceel ©) of) y: | a) panne emer Fairbury eee 5-23 
Nancy Caste@@] <.s..cc.cccccscsceeicccesse Service Operatov......... Lincoln ........ 6-13 Gladys Ann Kucera ...............::0+ (FRETALOR sscccusezssiasvcaseantocten David City .... 5-16 
Dan L. Fisher............00 00 cccceeeeeeee Groundman (CSt.).....0000020-ccccecesseceeeeeeee 5-31 Darlene Maulsby .......-..--.0.e Operator... ee York seoceeceesseeaee a8 
Vera Geer veces Stenographer (Supply)................ 5-23 ee sohccaivovneapadotasvopaneweces AJDT AUOE so cincstcneiisrcmecctinges WOU snicanace 5-23 
Janet Hendrix ...........00000.0...............59ervice Operator.......... Lincoln ...... .... 5-18 ani nan Meduna .............--- potable OTE, gn ee Wahoo ............ a 
Richard: GG, 2B stoke ie POUR LCR sccnccisidcetevienctlececandcccasai 5-23 ag © ATION on... ee eeeannennnnneneeneee-s--- ODOT AUOL......--- eee son Wahoo siserenseess 6- 
Dean A. Karstens aatentistcguasoich POUCA (ISSUE .)cieseaseccecntere Se sescecesastoes 6-13 ercedes Rolene 0 DED A VOT a cstistaersnenstesdacee Lincoln epee 5-31 
Joseph D. McCauley ...................Groundman (Cst.)................ pechieuNincssan 5-31 Slane ose (Re-emp,). ....... yt ache aca sata Hastings wines salle 
Bonnie Schwartman ................. Service Operatov......... Lincoln ........... 6-13 Gena Hac le Banca ieaiaapaee tetas eater ioniinliademinim enroioney cesceetees ie 
Howard V. Sieler (Re-emp.)........ Adv. Clerk (Supply)................. 6-13 Rosella Smith sh ae area ca ps femiaes ey O vreeeeeeeees 
Raymond E. Strauss .....0000W......: Grouncdrian: (CBG) oa seenscciccerecentintn an a rn Pes i era dial ob maa Ores (P.T.).... ee. Solera -- ite 
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Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Sections 


Dolores Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


Another warm month has passed, and vaca- 
tioners and weekend tourists are beginning 
to fill the highways... . Taking advantage of 
some of those warm sunny days was Don 
Schwenke, who has been getting some envi- 
ous glances because of his beautiful sun 
tan. ... Bill Thompson spent his vacation 
at home “just sleeping.’’ House cleaning and 
visitors from Norway were Estella Foght’s 
main vacation interests. B. J. Sievers 
spent four interesting weeks at Michigan 
University in Ann Arbor attending a special 
summer extension course for executives of 
public utilities. ... Moline, Illinois was the 
destination of Edna Rosane on her vacation, 
where she visited her daughter. Another 
vacationer staying at home was’ Bobby 
Reason. ... Diet regulations were forgotten 
when birthday chocolates were passed by 
Irene Stolz and Jean Leatherman. Jean was 
pleasantly surprised when she was presented 
with a chaise lounge by her husband. .. 
R. H. Spohn and A. S. Keckler of General 
Plant have been touring the exchanges for 
discussion periods on time reports. ... Al- 
though Dewey Nelson has been very busy 
rearranging the accounting department 
vaults, he recently found time in his active 
schedule to attend Grand Lodge in Omaha. 
... A farewell party was held at Tillman’s 
Cafeteria for Joyce Grabowski who left us to 
move to Chicago as Mrs. Roland J. Fafeita. 

. Marge Tvrz served as moral support for 
Joyce, and also for Marge’s roommate the 
week before. Being a bridesmaid seems to be 
Marge’s “‘specialty.” . Mildred Adamek and 
her husband traveled to Humboldt, Kansas 
over the Fourth of July to visit her parents. 
Motoring to Kansas City were John Back- 
strom and his family, where they visited 
friends and took in the Detroit-Kansas City 
A’s game. Marie Vidlock spent the long 
weekend fishing at Duncan, Nebraska. Spend- 
ing the Fourth at their South Bend cabin was 
Mary Boshart and husband. Also spending the 
holiday at South Bend was Marlene Jenkins 
and her family and pets. Speaking of 
Marlene’s pets, her newest is an alligator from 
Florida. Marlene reports that he stays on 
his daily diet of hamburger, but he some- 
times gets hungry when he sees a hand. 
Very embarrassing for Marlene. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Vacation days are here again and our 
people are traveling near and far, or just 
taking it easy at home. Donnelle and Ron 
Cotton spent two weeks in Minnesota giving 
the Minnesota fish a hard time. LaVaughn 
Reddish made a fast trip to Colorado, but 
saw a lot of Colorado’s famed scenery in 
three days time. She spent the time in Den- 
ver and Colorado Springs and took in the 
various points of interest thereabouts. Irena 
Dauglis spent her vacation going swimming 
every day, and Alvina Upitis enjoyed a quiet 
six days at home resting. Another Colorado 
visitor was Irene Beights. After a brief stop 
in Denver the Beights spent the remainder of 
the time at Aspen and Glenwood Springs, 
Colorado. Elinore Wunch went to Superior, 
Wyoming and had a grand time, but failed 
to locate any uranium. Rose Carlson is join- 
ing a threesome to take a look at California. 
Big plans are being made by Rose, Helen 
Hall and Grace Hauschild. Also California 
bound are Mr. and Mrs. Franklin. Yours 
truly probably set a time record on a 
Colorado trip by driving out one night, 


There is heartening news of Glenn Obert, now 
confined to the polio rehabilitation center at St. 


Joseph’s Hospital in Omaha. Recently he has 
been able to enjoy short excursions out-of-doors. 
In the picture his family is clustered about him 
on one such outing. Betty Obert, of Central 
Plant; and the children, from left: Gordon, Michael 
and Darrell. 


turning around and driving back the next 
night. There wasn’t a great deal of interest 
in scenery as the prime reason for the 
trip was to bring home our son, Phil, 
just discharged from the Army at Fort 
Carson, Colorado. Any and all con- 
tributions, large and small, will be accepted 
by Gerrie Lorenzen. She and Larry went com- 
pletely berserk and purchased new furni- 
ture, air conditioning and a power mower. 

Karen Rauch has joined us for the 
summer months again this year. Karen is 
Lincoln woman’s tennis champion. She will 
be defending her title in August but first 
to Omaha in July to compete in the state 
matches. Charlene Fougeron spent the 
weekend in Ogallala as the guest of a friend, 
and Doris Henley traveled first class, by 
truck, to Bridgeport, Nebraska. Doris was 
assisting in the delivery of a 41-foot trailer. 
Well, anyway she went along. Please 
overlook the paint smudges on Velma 
Schweitzer. She easily rates as our decora- 
tor of the month. Velma is preparing her 
house for rental and painting everything 
that comes in her sight. . . . Intentionally the 
story of Mickey Ward’s vacation was saved 
until the end. It was such an interesting 
one that we asked Mickey to give us a brief 
resume. She was a member of the Nebraska 
Methodist Mission Tour. They visited missions 
in seven states—Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, 
Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska. Said 
Mickey, ‘‘We were chosen, four from each 
of the eight districts of the Nebraska Con- 
ference. Our purpose was to see some of 
the many missions supported by the Methodist 
Church and make reports on them when we 
returned home. One of the most interesting 
was the Shepherd School at Farmington, New 
Mexico. This school is operated for the 
Indian children who tend sheep and are 
unable to attend regular sessions of school. 
They are able to attend the Shepherd 
School for only a_— short’ period each 
year, but have such a desire to learn that 
they progress very rapidly. We also visited 
the City Mission in Omaha and The Mother's 
Jewel Home at York. They are both fine 
institutions and doing a big job. Between 
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mission visits we did a lot of sight-seeing 
including a trip to Mexico, Carlsbad Caverns, 
the Royal Gorge and the Garden of the 
Gods.” 
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Lillian B. Schafer, 
Associate Editor 


Vacation time is here again and we find 
Mel and Mary Pohlenz taking in the sights 
at Lake Cadillac, Michigan, Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania and then home. Thelma and 
Cal Mahlman went to the Ozarks and stopped 
at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri, to see Sheila 
Schabacker and her family. Sheila is a former 
employee of Local Commercial. . Then we 
come to Alex Geist who is taking a month 
and will be in California, Oregon, Washing- 
ton and Colorado. Wanted to go along but 
he said the car was full. ...W. J. McDowell 
was en route to St. Louis when he became 
ill and had to return—glad to report he 
is O.K. again. . To whom it may concern: 
If you play golf, be careful as Joyce Brown 
and Peggy Byrum are taking lessons and 
are now out on the green so the balls are 
really flying. ... Ruth and Russ White are 
having a new home built and if you want to 
know how it’s done ask Ruth. She knows 
the whereabouts of every nail and board, 
according to reports received. ... On June 
16, Janet Pavey, her husband and father were 
involved in an accident. The car was a 
total loss and all were injured but not seri- 
ously. They are back to work and wish their 
car was in working condition also. ... We 
were surprised and pleased to see Alice 
Ward Dodd and her husband in the office. 
They were en route to the coast where Paul 
will be stationed. Martha Bevans has 
decided to stay home, so after July 1 we will 
no longer see her smiling face. . . . Congratu- 
lations to Mary C. Walker, who has a beauti- 
ful diamond, and to Jack Caldwell who is 
Customers Service Supervisor. ... Stella 
Sowers’ brother Walt has returned from 
Germany and visited the office one morning. 
From the letter received later, he sure enjoyed 
all the girls he visited with. ... Jody Hart- 
ley’s fiance is en route to Germany so one 
came and one left. We all share Jody’s hope 
that he will return real soon. George 
Ramsey was the guest of the Service Repre- 
sentatives at a dinner at Tony & Luigi’s, June 
8. He was presented with a pair of cuff 
links and tie bar. From the Back Office he 
received a pocket secretary and key chain 
flashlight and the Order Section gave him 
a leather shaving kit. He has already been in 
to see us and we hope he returns often. . 
The Directory gals have reached the con- 
clusion that Mary E. Foster can’t smell any- 
thing. They were going to have some fun 
with her but it backfired. During the lunch 
hour they hid moth balls in her typewriter, 
a box on her desk and in the desk. She re- 
turned and didn’t smell anything while the 
rest of the gals could hardly stand it. We 
believe they will think twice before they 
play another joke on Mary. 
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V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


The L. G. Saunders family pulled up along- 
side one of those ‘“‘Bears Are Dangerous” 
signs scattered through Yellowstone. A bear 
was standing beside it; one paw draped 
over the sign, his tongue hanging out ex- 
pectantly. He had innocent eyes. Using 
a tidbit wrapped in a park pamphlet en- 
titled, ‘‘Don’t Feed The Bears,’’ they enticed 
the animal to one side of the car. Pep slipped 
out the other, to get a homey picture. He 


CINCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS 


THERE, THAT'S 
BETTER THAN 
AIR CONDITIONING! 


It was cool when Victor Cacek, 
Fairbury custodian, came to work 
the other morning, so he opened 
the windows of the commercial 
office so the girls could enjoy 
the refreshing breeze. They 
appreciated it very much. Along 
about noon when the sun reached 
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RUN FOR 
THE HILLS / 


Someone with a warped sense of humor put 
a 'possum in the car of Henry Ewarth, 
Supply. It must have been there for 
several days. Henry thought the strange 
aroma was the result of his daughter 
hauling a friend's dog about in the car. 
But one evening, as the daughter climbed 
into the rear seat she sat down on the 
animal, The car was hurriedly emptied 
of people but the 'possum refused to 
disembark. Only after considerable 
prodding with a long pole would he leave 


Ht CALLED A COUPLE OF 


’ WIFE 
BY GOLLY, MY CARS BEEN $1 TELL 
STOLEN — IMGOING TO HOURS AGO. | WAS To TI 
CALL THE COPS ! 
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Because he was the only one witha raincoat | 


when a downpour began at the conclusion of a 
lodge meeting, Pep Saunders volunteered to go 
for his car and deliver several telephone 
brethren to their destinations comfy and dry. 
Pep was gone for half an hour before returning 
with the startling news that his. car had been 


‘stolen off the street. Only then did Roy Carl- 


son remember an important message he had been 
entrusted to deliver to Pep. 


JULY 5 NUNIETIEEN WFNETY FIVE 
JUST REMINDS ME. YOUR. \ 


YOU- SHE TOOK THE CAR. 


2 the car to its rightful owners. 
the windows the girls went to 


close them and found that the 
storm windows were still tightly 
sealed. They think it's a good’ 
example of "mind over ther- 
mometer," 


WE'LL SOON HAVE EVERYTHING 
UNDER CONTROL. I'LL JUST DASH 
OFF A SCRIPT AND WE'LL HAVE. 
IT BROADCAST FROM BEATRICE. 


GEE, MR.LONGDON, 
YOU HAVE THE- 
BEST IDEAS. 


a 


Russ White, Lincoln Plant, is quite sen- 
Sitive about the few pounds he has added 
to his weight lately. So when a spring 
in the seat of his truck broke under the 
strain the other day, Russ endured the 
discomfort of sitting on it rather than 
suffer the embarrassment of taking it to 
the auto shop to be repaired. 


A power failure at Fairbury caused a flood of 
calls from the townspeople. Tommy Longdon, area 
manager, and Viola Hutchinson, chief operator, 
were quite concerned with the overloaded board. 
Tommy decided to write a radio appeal to be 
broadcast to Fairbury subscribers over the 
Beatrice station, asking them to cease and de- 
sist. The broadcast was duly written and made 
eoeeeeeand then it occurred to Mr. Longdon that 
no one in Fairbury could possibly have heard 
it, with the power cut off their radio sets. 
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The boys in the general shop 
were astonished to see Kent Eno 
pack a big revolver in his fish- 
ing gear for his annual trip to 


LETS SEE,NOW: 
7 FLOATIN’ GROUND — 
CLEARED BY STRAIGHTENING 
TRANSPOSITION BRACKCT." 


Minnesota. Kent explained that | ALWAYS TeAR THE 
he lost a big one last year when TWO 
it outfought him in hand-to-hand OY CARVE 


50 THEY CAN'T GET 
BACK IN THE FILE. 
ITS A GOOD IDEA | 
HOUGHT OF ALL 


conflict. If he hooks the same 
one this year he is going to 
shoot the critter right between 
the eyes if he finds he can't 
land it. 


If there is anything that embarrasses a 
"toll expert" it is to make the wrong 
diagnosis on a case of trouble. Francis 
.Darnold had long searched for a "floating 
ground," and at last spied a crooked 
transposition bracket in the lead, He 
promptly hailed the fault as healed and 
was happy as a boy with a new bike. But 
the trouble did not clear with the 
Straightening of the bracket and an 
abashed district wire chief went on look- 
ing for the source of trouble. 


Returning from her honeymoon, Betty Vaughn, 
Fairbury Conmercial, found her card records 
needed a lot of attention, After several 
hours work she got them into shape and stacked 
them on her desk. Somehow, she put some obso- 
lete cards on top of them, tore the entire 
stack in two and consigned it to the waste- 
basket. "These honeymoons," says Betty, 
"there ought to be a law agin 'em," 


Don Nelson, traveling auditor, 
did a nice bit of traveling with 
his dirty cafeteria dishes the 
other noon. He walked clear to 
the "Revenue" door before dis- 
covering them still in his hands. 


Group 
Dusurance 


Several times, since the adoption of 
LT&T’s group insurance plan, amend- 
ments have been made to the master 
group policy with The Prudential In- 
surance Company of America. These 
changes were made in response to re- 
quests by employees for increases in the 
amount of their group insurance. The 
latest such proposal was described in a 
letter issued to all employees by Vice 
President M. M. Hale on July 19 and 
was subsequently accepted by those 
eligible for the increased insurance 
benefits by a ballot return which was 


Q: “I voted against the proposed amend- 
ment to increase the amount of my 
insurance. If the proposal carries, will | 
be required to accept the added insur- 
ance benefits?” 


A: No. The amount of your insurance will 
be ‘‘frozen’’ at its present level. If, 
at some future time, you may wish to 
take the full amount of insurance for 
which you would be eligible, you may do 
so by furnishing satisfactory evidence of 
insurability (medical examination) to the 
Prudential Insurance Company. 


Q: “Il am participating fully in the Plan 
but am not eligible at present for an 
increased amount of insurance. If, in 
the future, | do become eligible, will the 
increase take effect?” 


A: It will. Under the terms of the Plan, 
as participants become eligible for in- 
creased insurance they are required to 
accept the larger amount or the insur- 
ance must be cancelled. 


Q: “Wait a minute! That sounds unfair. 
Why should I have to accept more in- 
surance if, perhaps, | wouldn’t want it?”’ 

A: For the reason that the group MUST 
be maintained as an entity. More than 
15% of wage earners cannot buy insur- 
ance at standard rates. If an option 
were available, those of older ages and 
impaired health undoubtedly would 


More 


Protection 


comes to employoos’ families 
under Group Insurance Plan 


well over the 755 ¢ enrollment neces- 
sary for its adoption. 


The ballots contained a space for 
comments, and this was used more often 
than not by the employees. Some wrote 
complimenting the group insurance plan 
and the present proposal in particular. 
Others had inquiries to make concern- 
ing the program and its relationship to 
their peculiar problems. These are the 
basis for the questions listed below. We 
are indebted to B. J. Sievers, assistant 
controller, for providing the answers. 


elect to take the added insurance; the 
younger, healthier employees might not 
be so inclined to do so. The risk and 
the cost of the insurance would rise ac- 
cordingly. Also there is a point of law 
which states that the amount of insur- 
ance carried under these policies must 
be based on some plan which precludes 
individual selection by either the em- 
ployee, the employer or the trustees. 


Q: “Il am about to enter military service. 
Can I retain my group insurance cover- 
age during my leave of absence?” 


A: No. You will, of course, become eligible 
for government insurance. Your group 
insurance can be reinstated immediately 
upon your return to active employment 
with the company. 


Q: “You say the company contributes part 
of the cost of my insurance. How much?” 


A: The amount varies year by year, based 
on the average age of insured employees. 
Currently the insurance costs $1.29 per 
$1,000 per month; of which amount 
LT&T pays 69 cents and the employee 
60 cents. The total insurance in force 
amounts to $4,544,500 at present. 

QC: “If my employment with the company 
terminates could | keep the insurance?” 


A: Not in its present form, but it could 
be converted, within 31 days, to any 
policy then written by Prudential except 
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term insurance or one with disability 
benefit clauses. The premium rate would 
be based on your then attained age but 
no medical examination would be re- 
quired. 


“‘l am retired on pension and would like 
to have additional insurance. Am Il 
eligible under the new amendment?” 


No. The maximum amount of insur- 
ance granted to retired employees is 
based on their eligibility at the time of 
their retirement. Only those in active 
employment are affected by the new 
amendment. Those currently on leave 
of absence or disability payroll must wait 
until their return to the job before be- 
coming eligible for additional insurance. 


‘| have been employed for several years 
but have never participated in the group 
insurance program. May | join now?” 


You may; by furnishing evidence of in- 
surability satisfactory to the Prudential 
Insurance Company. 


‘‘l voted against the proposed amend- 
ment but have reconsidered. Is it too 
late to change my vote?” 


You’re lucky. Ballots may be changed 
within 60 days after the amendment 
became effective (August 15). There- 
after it would be necessary that you 
furnish satisfactory evidence of insur- 
ability. 


‘Does the group insurance plan contain 
sickness and disability benefits?” 


Primarily this is life insurance. How- 
ever, if the insured should become totally 
disabled prior to the age of 60, then 
the total amount of insurance will be 
paid; either in monthly payments or in 
a lump sum. 

‘‘My average salary, by including over- 
time and differential, makes me eligible 
for additional insurance. I'd like to 
have it.”’ 

Sorry, but the basic rate of pay gov- 
erns the maximum amount of insurance 
to which you are entitled. In this mat- 
ter we are obliged to ‘’hew to the line.” 


‘| have been granted a 180-day leave 
of absence. How will this affect my 
coverage under the Plan?” 


Insurance may be continued for not 
more than three months while on leave 
of absence other than military. If the 
insurance of an employee is terminated 
by reason of a temporary lay-off or leave 
of absence and return to work should 
occur within six months from the insur- 
ance termination date, reinstatement of 
the former insurance may be made im- 
mediately upon return to active work. 
“Suppose an employee received a de- 
crease in pay. What then?” 


If an employee who is insured under the 
Program receives a decrease in earn- 
ings he may continue his present amount 
of insurance if he so desires. However, 
if he wishes he may have his insurance 
decreased to the amount to which his 
new salary would entitle him. 
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Work Begins on New Beatrice 


Construction of the new Beatrice 
exchange building is officially under 
way, following ground breaking cere- 
monies held August 11 at the building 
site at Sixth and Grant streets. The 
first earth was turned by shovels in 
the hands of Allen Davison, Mayor of 
Beatrice, and Merle M. Hale, vice presi- 
dent of LT&T. Shortly afterwards a 
huge excavating machine roared into 
action and the project was underway. 

At the same time Mr. Hale released, 
through the newspapers, additional de- 
tails of the building and proposed ex- 
change services. The building will have 
a frontage of 82 by 112 feet and will 
face east on Sixth street. It is to be air- 
conditioned and functionally modern in 
all respects. It will contain the dial 
switching equipment and a new long 
distance switchboard, together with 
the operating, plant maintenance and in- 
stallation departments; the district and 
area headquarters and the local business 
office. A distinctive feature of the 
Beatrice building will be a drive-in pay- 
ment window as well as parking facili- 
ties for customers and employees. 

Beatrice subscribers will be the first 
in Nebraska to dial long distance calls 
from their own telephones. Initially 
they will dial direct to about 250,000 
telephones in the state. As the national 
direct distance dialing program de- 
velops, subscribers there will be able to 
dial direct from their telephones to sev- 
eral million telephones in the United 


and Grant streets. That’s the Gage County Court House rising above the background of trees while 
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Historic moment of the ground breaking for the new Beatrice building: Mayor Davison and 
Mr. Hale turn the first shovelfuls of earth, while observing, left to right, are: Charles Dickenman, area 
commercial manager; Clyde Burge, district manager; George Miller, general manager, Beatrice Light 
and Water Department; George P. Barney, general plant superintendent; L. W. Cleveland, traffic 
chief; W. W. Eden, building engineer; Paul H. Henson, chief engineer; Dale Rist, president, Beatrice 
Chamber of Commerce; and K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent. There’s a lady in the 
picture, too; Lela Watson, chief operator, Beatrice, is effectively hidden behind Mr. Hale. 


States and Canada. Later on, direct 
distance dialing will also be installed at 
other company exchanges, according to 
Mr. Hale. 

It was pointed out that Beatrice 
operators will continue to handle long 


at right, across Sixth street, is the Masonic Temple building. 
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distance calls placed from coin tele- 
phones as well as those placed person- 
to-person and collect. In other words, 
only station-to-station calls can be 
dialed by customers. 

The customer dialed long distance 
calls will be recorded and timed auto- 
matically except that on calls from resi 
dence and rural telephones a Beatrice 
long distance operator will intercept 
the call and record the Beatrice num- 
ber. From business telephones there 
will be no operator interception. 

Following the conversion to dial 
service all Beatrice telephone numbers 
will be composed of seven digits. The 
word “CAnal” will be used as a prefix 
and this will be followed by five num- 
bers. The seven digit numbering sys- 
tem is required in nationwide long dis- 
tance dialing for calls coming into Bea- 
trice from distant cities. 

It is expected that the new building 
will be completed by April 1, 1956, and 
that the exchange will be readied for 
service early in the year 1957. 


The camera could only record a segment of the great crowd that filled the picnic grove. Despite 
the heat of the day, every portion of the territory was strongly represented. 
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Experience and organization paid big dividends in the preparation and dispensing of the picnic 
supper. Here is a battery of the serving committee in that tense moment just before the lines 
began to file past them. 


Generalissimo of the picnic, Carl Ahl, in his perennial role as caller for the bingo game. His 
assistants are Jim Sievers, Bob Ross, Clara Jones and Jerry Sievers. 


“Low and inside,’ calls Umps Bill Weygint, as the Lincoln battery, Jack and Jim Geist, conspire 
to slip a fast ball past Ed Jungck of Beatrice. 
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Needless to say, the annual em- 
ployees’ picnic was not rained out this 
year, coming as it did in the midst of 
a hot, dry spell. The mercury was 
bubbling out the top of the thermo- 
meter as LT€&T softball teams from 
Beatrice and Lincoln took the field in 
mid-afternoon to open the festivities. 
The official temperature for Saturday, 
July 30, was 102 in the shade. 

A small but brave group of fans 
watched the boys from Gage County 
take the measure of their Lincoln coun- 
terparts in a 14 to 6, four-inning spank- 
ing. By four o’clock a goodly crowd of 
parents and offspring had assembled for 
the races and contests. The young: 
sters long ago found this picnic feature 
to be one of the most pleasant ways 
for turning a fast buck; for prizes for 
win, place and show are paid in coin of 
the realm. Several of the contestants 
made very good wages during this part 
of the program. 

The approach of supper hour brought 
the usual rush of business to the regis- 
tration desk. The picnic meal featured 
chicken-fried steaks, accompanied by 
generous helpings of additives such as 
baked beans, potato salad, ice cream and 
drinks, High compliment must be paid 
to members of the serving committee 
who operated with mechanical perfec- 
tion in filling the plates of the long 
line of diners in a record time of 35 
minutes. 

The usual bingo game caused many 
to tarry at the tables after the meal 
whilst the young at heart dashed 


toward the Beach playground to spend 
their tickets—-more than 5,000 of them 
—on rides and concessions. 


It was announced that the total at- 
tendance was 1,185, lacking only 21 
brave souls of equaling the all-time 
record of 1,206 established under ideal 
weather conditions two years ago. 


The mystery person was Rocky Light, 
of Eastern District Plant. She was 
tracked down by Jack Geist for one of 
the cash prizes. The other went to Kent 
Eno, who placed first in the guessing 
contest. A dozen gate prizes were dis- 
pensed, with proper impartiality, by 
Tyler Ryan. 

It takes eighty-odd peole to fill the 
posts required in this huge undertaking 
and praises to this year’s group of work- 
ers should be sung loud and clear. Per- 
sonnel Director Roberts is no doubt 
pleased with his choice of Carl Ahl as 
general chairman, for Carl has the 
happy faculty of surmounting problems 
without breaking stride. Other members 
and responsibilities of the general com- 
mittee were: F. D. Hamilton and Clara 
Jones—Food; W. D. Quinn—Serving; 
Harold Brady, Bob Ross and Jack Geist 
—Games and Races; Oliver Hoffman— 
Public Address; J. D. Litzenberg— 
Transportation; Bob Kennedy—Regis- 
tration; Jerry Isaman—Publicity; La- 
verne Braun—Prizes; Paul Radebaugh 
—Properties. They, with their com- 
mittees, share alike in the credit for 
presenting the employees with one of 
the finest picnics on record, 


Thinking out problems ahead of time is one of the chores of the general picnic committee. 
Left to right: Carl Ahl, general chairman, Walter F. Roberts, Dean Hamilton, Jerry Isaman, John 
Litzenberg, Clara Jones, Jack Geist, Bob Kennedy, Bill Quinn, Oliver Hoffman, Laverne Braun and 
Harold Brady. 


Tough on the judges were the photo finishes of the ‘Come To Mama” race at left and the 
fifty-yard dash for boys, at right. These athletes are turning professional at a tender age, as the 
winners of the events are paid in cash; which is usually converted immediately into ice cream 
cones and pop. 
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During the evening the rides of Kiddieland were filled to capacity with youngsters of the tele- 
Phone family while the other concessions of the Beach were busy entertaining the elders. Tickets to 
the rides and concessions are passed out, free of charge, at the registration desk. This year they were 
spent at a record-breaking clip. 


‘he first installation of an automatic answering device in our territory 
is to be found in the office of John Tesar, sheriff of Saline County. Known 
as the electronic secretary, the new service is designed to answer calls while 
the office is unattended and, by means of a recorded message, informs the 
caller that the sheriff is out but that any message they may care to leave 
will be recorded for him upon his return. 


and finds that it faithfully performs its duty. A temporary drawback seems 
to be that the callers are somewhat startled at the prospect of talking to a 
man who isn’t there: though this is probably a phenomenon which will be dis- 
pelled with usage and familiarity. 

Installation and tariff charges have been established for the electronic 
secretary and it is expected that the service will fill a long felt need on the 
part of many businessmen throughout the territory. 

In the picture, Sheriff Tesar is discussing his new secretary with Vyrl 
Clark, manager at Wilber. The other gadgets on the table are receiver- 
transmitters for contact with the State Police and Highway Patrol radio bands. 
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Factory Spun Cable on Trial Near Roberts Park 


For some years lead covered cable in aerial service has been bound to its 
supporting messenger by a spinning machine that wraps steel or aluminum 
spinning wire around both cable and messenger. This method requires that 
the strand be put up first and correctly tensioned before the cable can be 
spun into it. The idea of wrapping a binding tape around both cable and 
messenger in the factory and installing both at the same time has been 
applied for the first time in a trial construction at 58th and A Streets in the 
Park Manor subdivision near Roberts Park. 

This cable has a steel tape spiraled around both cable and messenger. 
The cable is a standard paper-insulated, lead-covered type having a layer 
of neoprene tape applied over the lead sheath to protect the cable during the 
factory processing and field installing work. 

Installation is made by pulling in the cable over pulleys attached to the 
poles and fastening the strand to suspension clamps on the poles. Terminal 
stubs are spliced into the cable in the usual manner. 

The manufacture of this cable was pioneered by General Cable Corpora- 
tion and LT&T was selected as the first company to make the trial installa- 
tion under a special agreement with General Cable. 


\ 


J. S. Reed 


35-Year Service Pins fo E. L. Dorland, 


The emblem being pinned to the lapel of E. L. Dorland, Wahoo, is 
not for his prowess at wrestling, as his physique might suggest, but for 35 
years of fine performance in the telephone industry. Folks will recognize 
K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent, as the one performing 
the presentation, and Mae Meduna and Howard Spahnie as the oniookers. 


There was auite a gathering of Plant oid-timers in the office of George 
P. Barney, general plant superintendent, on July 8, when Roy M. Cleveland 
returned from his first week of retirement to receive his 35-year service pin. 
Pictured at the presentation, left to right, are: Charles B. Meshier, Arthur S. 
Keckler, George P. Barney, Max C. Walker, Roy M. Cleveland, L. G. ’’’Pep”’ 
Saunders and Lloyd W. Cleveland. 
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Carolina Iwohn, C.O., Clatonia, received her 35-year emblem from 
Clyde Burge, district manager, as George Brock, area manager, shared in 
the compliments of the occasion. Miss Iwohn has devoted all the long span 
of years to the telephone needs of her home town. 
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Hail the Champ 


Frank Kubat, area manager at Super- 
ior, gathered in the championship tro- 
phy as winner of the first flight in the 
golf tournament held at Superior in 
nid-August. The tournament drew 
entries from a large area and was di- 
vided into eight flights. Congratula- 
tions to Mr. Kubat, whose skill seems 
to increase with the passing years. 


Thanks 


My sincere thanks to all my friends for their 
beautiful gift of friendship and for their fine 
attendance at my retirement party. 

Ernest Wedgwood. 
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of content, typography and format of 
the 5000 "annual reports 
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Annual Report Wins Acclaim 


For the third successive year, LT&T’s 
Annual Report has been adjudged the 
winner of a Merit Award for “dis- 
tinguished achievement in annual re- 
porting” by Financial World Magazine. 
Of the 5,000 annual reports rated by the 
magazine this year only 1,895 survived 
the initial elimination and became qual- 
ified for final judging in one of the 
100 industrial classifications. In other 
words, our report is still in the com- 
petition as a candidate for a bronze 
“Oscar-of-Industry” award. 

This year’s annual report was a 20- 
page, two color, seven by ten inc 
booklet printed by Woodruff Printing 
Company of Lincoln. The compilation 
and design of the report was mainly 
the work of A. B. Gorman, advertising 
manager, who is to be highly congratu- 
lated for the excellence of the publica- 
tion. 


the telephone girls. Seven of the ten teams in the league will be composed wholly of LT&T personnel. 


The Pins Begin to Fall 


Lincoln men bowlers opened their 
35-week season at Bowl-Mor Alleys on 
September 7 with the customary eight 
teams competing for the annual cham- 
pionship. The bowlers will perform 
each Wednesday evening from seven to 
nine p.m. There will be no shortage 
of manpower, for 66 regular and alter- 
nate bowlers have already affixed their 
signatures to the dotted line. 

Taking note of the unusual amount 
of enthusiasm, President Loran Powell 
predicts a successful season and has 
announced that members of the cham- 
pionship team this season will be pre- 
sented with a suitable emblem or award 
attesting to their prowess. 


— 


Designated as team captains are: Jim 
Cruickshank, Commercial; Dean Hob- 
son, Shop-Supply; Ken Myhre, Inside 
Service; John Backstrom, Accounting; 
Buck Duer, Construction; Chet Harp, 
Engineers; Bill Cotton, COE Install- 


ers; and Dick Tejcka, Switchroom. 


Our ladies bowl in a league known 
as the Bowl-Mor Bowlerettes consisting 
of seven teams of LT&T employees and 
three teams from other companies. Their 
season began September 9, and they 
invade the maples every Friday at 5:15 
p.m. The teams are of three girls each, 
and more than 30 from LT&T are 
signed as regulars. Rocky Light is 
league secretary and Jean Baker, treas- 
urer. 


Kifty Johnson Victim of 
Highway Crash 


Kitty M. Johnson, 19, who has been 
employed since 1953 as an operator at 
the Ashland exchange, was killed almost 
instantly on August 1 in a tragic car- 
truck highway accident which also 
claimed the life of her father a few 
days later. The accident occurred two 
miles west and a mile north of Ashland. 

Miss Johnson was a graduate of Ash- 
land High School, class of 1953, and 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society during her junior and senior 
years. She was a great favorite among 
her co-workers at the telephone office 
and the shock of her untimely passing 
was keenly felt by all of them. Funeral 
services were held August 3, with in- 
terment at the Ashland Cemetery. 
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Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, has been 
adding interesting items to his cane collection by 
furnishing walking sticks for “‘Walking John” 
Frey. In June 1954 he loaned Mr. Frey a cane to 
assist him in his walk to San Francisco, and now 
has prepared another for a proposed jaunt to 
Alaska. The old cane is returned to the Roberts 
collection. In the picture Mr. Roberts is inspecting 
the new locust cane he fashioned for Mr. Frey. 


Lets Meet Our New Employees 


Name Position Exchange Emp. 
ACCOUNTING 
Jackie Drake 2.00............. Bldg. MeSSENBEL..........--cecccoesccesssoneseeeeee----------O°LT 
Sally Grabowski ......00000000000...... IMISCRINIG TOPOL ATOR cscs tetas acssscks covansnivercns Od 
Sidney Gustafson. ...........00........ IVIRCHING QC SCOR. cocceseioisnreieeneercsns 7-25 
Jerry Lee Swenson ................. Printing Machine 
Operator .........00....... sleSeestetees dnc p ceased Tiseeie 7-7 
B11 8 yh ee —) @ hl ee aR WMaGHING COGAN cic icc ccicescccrnsdeniceceecesaas 6-27 
COMMERCIAL 
Marcia Godfrey 2.0.0.0... Sei (2 ad | a Beatrice... 0 eee... 7-12 
Virginia Jensen. .............0000000000.... Gl [=> 2 | ae Oe ba, 21 | Sate ee ee eTe 6-27 
Carieta Woelke .....00..0.0000000000...... Clerk 0.0... eeeeeee BEATLICE ooo. 8-16 
ENGINEERING 
By GY arene devas soiostemscicctoncces | Sig 5] 1.0 8 C0 eee ea ee ee ay Benen CS .....6-14 
Jerrold Schieiger (Re-emp.)...Draftsman 2000.00.00... -............. RR ee aA 7-26 
Imogene Stumpff ..........00.......... oc ed i] 2 Sh | A eee eee RR AN Rh TO 6-13 
PLANT 
RODS) BACK aici cicccccieteicans Garage Serviceman 
CSU D1) <chanceeede ee Gees tha vepdent eck 7-26 
Francis Beringer ..................... Installer-Repairman 
COUWI: Agecacveendesiescttaseass Plattsmouth .......... 8- 8 
Warren Drake .....00..0.00000...... Routineman, COE Lincoln ..........0......... 8- 8 
| SO De ol Ue sg AES 60 0) a en ree BAMICOU: cccciciccep es 7- 6 
Shirley POiSOimy cicvecsccccciwescnccss Stenosrapner (Supa ovicicsecinuicicawnud 8- 1 
PHYS Gates cecciseccssessvicassseavavcane Service Operator ....Lincoln .................... 7-25 
Robert Glenn .....00......02..0.ccee eee. Lineman, Cst. ..0..00... Lincoln ........ seh vase 8- 8 
August Jensen ...................0..2..... Groundman, Cst....... bc) 5 See ed cree 7-18 
ROnNGOS FOUR Z a icscccceccesiceccaccsstcacnns! Groundman, Cst....... [Pike tele t Ae va lacegles 7-18 
Gerald Laschansky ........000000.....: Groundman, Cst....... MOT: --eastepencitciventaux 8-15 
BRODOUE TAG oo osc eowestaces Groundman, Cst....... EsINGOW: acievctivecceieos 8-16 
Frederick Miller .......0...00000000: Groundman, Cst....... POMCOUG cok. cases 8- 9 
Carol Montgomery ..............00....... era DV iSt: CS) vsctecsessentcccatanniscteccneesadcees 8- 1 
J.C. Shellenbarger (Re-emp.).Groundman, Exch. ..Plattsmouth ..........6-13 
Dorothy Schirmer ......0.0000000000.... Clerk-Typist .............. EAMCOMA: .occcaxiecectink 7- 7 
Iva Tegelhutter (P.T.) 2000000... WOMTEPESS Soc Syracuse ooo... 8- 1 
| Je og 1's Mie By op 1s 7 OR CO a a iti ok yi 2 : lene ee on eee PY IE cus laceudiartani slate: 8- 4 
Vernon Wigent (Re-emp.) .....: Groundman, Cst....... Lincoln .................... 7-26 


TRAFFIC 
Norma Bender .00000...0..0.ccceeee Operator ..............::..0 Seward .................... 7-12 
Lorabelle Biltoft -2.......0..0000000.... Operator 200.0000... SUPETION sdccicecs 6-20 
OOaN TICGOP. feos ete Gh ela: tc) po Lincoln ..................... 6-20 
Arlene Boehringer ............0.....-.-Operator .....ccccceeeeeeeee LINCOM: .6 5 cadcwsses, 7-18 
Lucille Bosak ............. dutantervanls ODGVatOTr scccsciciccceecee rece ENCOUN | ai diccdeeecereses 6-20 
DEYONa BROWER: ccc cccicciccietneeours Operator -.00.......--cccceseee Hastings .................. 7-11 
shirley Bucher .......................... OBCTALGP bin ccc Beatrice .................. 8- 1 
Pane COMINGS ieee: Operator ..................0 Syracuse ................ 8- 1 
is 3 (1 9 ©) 5 | 2: en ae ODGVATOR: cick LINCOM: 5... ccccee ct 6-20 
Mary Driscoll (Re-emp.) ...... OPEIALOR -isoccsicestceateatcis DAMCOUT: 25:52. vcsssecadoss 7- 5 
LiOrettal. DUDAS 5 oo kisses, ODOPALOR nciccescdccsesesences ENCOUN, sce gasecsc, 7-11 
Dorothy Dull (Re-emp.) ........ ONELATON sii cins BsTI@OUN cs occcstesseseos 7-25 
big sor: A Oe | 2 a Operator ..............eee ESM COUR sects csccescetnens 6-27 
Alice Funston ....0000000...... ONMGTatOTl® 00... <iccientcce BINCOUWN?  ..nccccccsccs, 6-27 
Barbara Gilliland 2000000000002... DIDELALON cacdccsansniac 1s i clot] bs Senet 7-18 
Paula Graham (P.T.) 000000000... Operator 225.3 coca: Plattsmouth. .......... 7-11 
Gloria: Guthals 3006. sncsc cc: Operator .............00000... Nebraska City ...... 7-25 
orc ie = £2) 5 | 5 ee ere Go) igo 0) ee ae Hastings ..........00000... 8-16 
Janice Helzer (Re-emp.) ...... Operator nici ccccccccccsesscce Hastings: ccicccncscnc 7- 1 
Alma Henninger ...........00000........ Operator ...........cccc.ccc00e Lincoln .................... 6-13 
LaVern Hereth (Re-emp.) ....Operator .........000000000.... BANCO . 5... cccceces-ccceass 6-13 
Marilyn Hofferber ....................! Operator .................00... Hastings ........0000...... 7-11 
Donna Hulse .0000000..ceceee cece Operator |... BINGO: cscicicciirnctens 6-13 
Mary Johnson 000.00... Operator .............--.--000 Lincoln .................... 8-15 
Fe ai 5 Ah 6 bs] C2 Aa ee OPEV ATO? sscsccacenectiees WENO 2a, 8-15 
SHIPS GASHE oocccccceciccececsosscccvcese, Operator’ ....cccseccocececores fd oj), ae ne nN eee? 6-27 
Florence Muff .0.0.0......0....:0:c00:00: SSIPOTAGOM: sovvicccecserocnsaeeds 6 i <r 7-22 
Renee NewVille ..............0......... CDOT OIOY osisierchautan Lincoln 20.0000... 7-11 
Barbara Nittler 2200000000000... ODETATON cicceectctcs Geneva .........e.. 6-20 
Carolyn: OO Bren oc ikcccnciivess! Operator ....0.... OMNES cctcscnvre, 6-27 
Dorothy Palmer ........................ Operator ....0...........eee DATOO I bcscceccesccnstnces 7-18 
Delores Pankoke ......00....000....... OPO ATO? ii cckeicsteecccs DIO WALE oxic cssciecsinsscico 7-18 
PIIXI1e PALO ces ec i oa ODCPALOR: peiisclcccseccence Superior ................ 6-20 
DF Cob Gal ae 24: & 0 9 (eee COD CTAUOl isco daccctlaccec MOE 6k eg tial 8-15 
Margaret Remmers ...................! ODOT ALON ociccidicvecccocovvan LATION = iss icc woiesics 7-11 
OMNIS TROOG soci ts ee ccceralecse OpPGTator sachin Ashland oo... 7-25 
Adeline Sackschewsky .............Operator -00........0..cee MOPS cero deteccrn stead 7-18 
BAita Sale ccc need DODELTATON’ ie ec indices Hastings ....0.......0..... 6-20 
LeAnne Schmidt ......................! 8) 6) 7 :) fo) eo er Hastings .............0.... 6-20 
JANET SCHULZ. coc.oocvesveccccceecevicacenc! ODET ATOR oo....00ccesececscsnse Lincoln. ...........0........ 6-13 
Patsy Sherman ...........0..............! ODGQAUON wis ccciccccsecsinscaes Ashland .................. 8- 8 
CONIC StVOAA: cesdccsctccmevedvac MABEL ALO crnliQuidamies MIKE: vcidanswesl cectsueces 8-15 
DeLoris Thornton. ........00.......... Operator .0000... eee Lincoln .................... 6-13 
Lesley Upham ........0..00000.000000--- Operator ..n......cccscccosess Lincoln ..................- 8- 1 
Marcene Volkmer ..................-.. Bec e115) a Nebraska City ......8- 1 
Marlene Wait (Re-emp.) ........' ODOL ALOR once cccecocoserencs Lincoln ........0.......-.-. 6-27 
Catherine Watts ...... eee Operator ib iw tueeedhsetetece LANCOMM: ssc icclessccsenies 7-11 
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Directory Salesmen and Commercial Men Talk It Over 


An important part of the spadework in publishing the new Lincoln directory is the coordination 


of efforts between the sales forces and the directory compilation department. 


The camera recorded 


a meeting held for that purpose at the Cornhusker Hotel on July 6. At this meeting the varied 
mutual problems relating to the new advertising rate, solicitation and other matters were discussed. 
Mr. Quinn, of course, could not resist putting in a plug for Merchandising through extra line business 


listings and representation in the Yellow Pages. 


Closing date for solicitation of advertising and listings in the classified section (Yellow Pages) 
will be October 1. The alphabetical section closes October 14 and delivery date for the directory 
is scheduled for December 1. !¢ usually takes but three days to compiete the delivery to ail subscribers 


of Lincoln. 


Seated, left to right: George Finley, Einar Fuglemsmo, G. E. Walroth, Jim Martinez, A. L. Zehrung, 
and Dean Hamilton. Standing: W. D. Quinn, H. E. Velte, Dean Nelson and C. R. Holloway. Also present 
at the meeting were A. B. Waters and Tyler Ryan. Mr. Velte’s sales force consists of Messrs. Finley, 


Fuglemsmo, Martinez, Zehrung, Nelson and Holloway. 
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A Change of Tifles 


Effective since July 10 has been a 
change in title for A. W. Holcomb from 
Construction Superintendent to Super- 
visor of Construction. The change in 
no way affects the responsibilities of the 
position but more nearly reflects the 
line of organization, according to 
George P. Barney, general plant super- 
intendent, who made the announce: 
ment. 


More Exchanges May Go Dial 


Our dial conversion program 1s ex- 
pected to increase in pace during 1956. 
Beside the major project at Beatrice, our 
present forecast calls for equipment 
delivery at eight exchanges between 
June and November. Four of these ex- 
changes, Tamora, Dunbar, Ashland and 
Bennet are now manually operated. The 
equipment serving Clay Center, Brun- 
ing, Bellwood and Greenwood is sched: 
uled for replacement. 


Laura Douty 
Seward 
45 Years 


C. E. Cummings 
Lincoln 
50 Years 


50 YEARS C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. 
A5 YEARS Laura Douty, Seward. 
A1 YEARS J. M. Hobson, Lincoln; Sophia 


Windels, Syracuse. 
39 YEARS J. A. Mason, Hastings. 
38 YEARS A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, 


H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. Letellier, Ne- 
braska City. 


37 YEARS W. O. McOmber, Crete; Db; RB. 
Smith, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, 
Superior; Hattie Marquardt, York. 


35 YEARS Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia; His 
Staley, Lincoln. 
34 YEARS Eva Davis, Weeping Water; L. i. 
Pierce, Lincoln. 


32 YEARS R. H. Gray, Seward; Edith Matt- 
son, Stromsburg; H. M. Studier, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 

39 YEARS Myrtle Henline, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS R. D. Andrews, B. J. Sievers, 
M. C. Walker, Vera Wasson, Lincoln: Vey 
Warren, Beatrice. 

28 YEARS G. E. Damon, Auburn: Ee 1: 
Dougherty, J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, 
G. E. Walroth, Lincoln; R. J. Weis, Geneva. 
27 YEARS R. J. Connors, W. R. Knee, Lin- 
coln: C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings; Kathryn 
Owens, Nebraska City; Alex Pauley, York. 
26 YEARS Ruth Fleischmann, V. B. Mussel: 
man, Lincoln: F. D. Nave, Fairbury: Dora 
Plessel, Seward. 

24 YEARS Hotilda Eurich, Friend: Camilla 
Selzer, David City. 

22 YEARS R. M. Rittenhouse, Hebron; Dan 
\W. Smith, Beatrice; Clara VanMatre, Ash- 
land. 


Ce 
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Wires. 


Claude Clary, Jr. 
Plattsmouth 
10 Years 


J. D. Behrns 
David City 
10 Years 


H. G. Cudaback 


Service 


Anniversaries 


Myrtle Henline A. L. Ager 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 20 Years 


20 YEARS A. L. Ager, Lincoln. 


19 YEARS G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; E. W. 
Neujahr, Syracuse. 


18 YEARS Beryl Leslie, Fairbury; Ada Shipp, 
York. 


15 YEARS Rose Denson, Nebraska City. 
14 YEARS H. E. Olsen, J. R. Shipp, Gladys 


Trumble, Lincoln; Vera Sweetser, Fairbury. 


13 YEARS Helen Adermann, Geneva: Knud 
Arngren, Ferne Burns, M. E. Royce, R. A. 
Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln: W. R. Behrns, 
Wahoo; O. B. Dill, David City: G. E. Eggles- 
ton, Pawnee City; Leta Holscher, Auburn: 
Jeanne Lytton, Fairbury. 


12 YEARS Artis Bowen, Superior: Lillian 
Campbell, F. P. Condos, Lincoln: Audrey 
McKeown, Jean Vybiral, Hastings: Ethel 
Park, Crete: Ricka Schenk, Fairbury; Mary 
Tackett, Nebraska City; Alys White, Beatrice. 


11 YEARS Clara Chambers, Superior: L. J. 
Hanus, David City; Shirley Hess, I. L. Olson, 
Lincoln; Evelyn Menke, Beatrice: Lorraine 
Steckly, Nebraska City: Ferne Wilger, Te- 


cumseh. 


10 YEARS} J. D. Behrns, David City; Claude 
Clary, Jr., Plattsmouth: H. G. Cudaback, 
A. L. Higgins, C. F. Hutchison, Lincoln: 
Duane Grove, York: C. J. Novak, Ashland. 
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Carolina Iwohn 
Clatonia 
35 Years 


H. F. Staley 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


9 YEARS Nettie Baker, B. T. Hayes, F. L. 
McCormick, D. R. McKean. Hastings; Emilie 
Bleich, Fairbury; F. D. Hamilton, R. L. 
Hohnstein, J. D. Lewis, J. H. Loudenback, 
R. W. Swanson, H. D. Wart, R. M. White, 
Lincoln: Edna Komma, Nebraska City; L. R. 
Reed, York: H. C. Rogers, Auburn: John 


Scheierman, Geneva. 


8 YEARS E. W. Drewel, J. E. Geist, E. O. 
Lytle, L. E. Reighard, Lincoln: Mary Goracke, 
Tecumseh: D. R. Joynt, M. L. Pilfold, Has- 
tings; Frances Marolf, Hebron; Marcella 
O'Bryan, Beatrice. 


7 YEARS J. H. Bauer, Superior; W. E. Berk- 
land, G. R. Bossung, W. J. Cotton, Jr., 
L. G. Ellis, I. C. Hellerich. Bertha Mae Ward, 
W. J. Weber, R. R. Wendell, R. E. White, 
Lincoln: J. H. Buck, York: Ruby Clites, Ne- 
braska City: Rolland Drake, M. E. Nickell, 
Hastings: Eve Dunning, H. F. Hansen, L. H. 
Johnson, David City: Jack Ruble, Fairbury: 
June Vanarsdall, Auburn: H. A. Williams, 
Pawnee City. 


§ YEARS R. H. Berggren, Ashland: Helen 
Cudley, Crete: R. H. Hunzeker, Sutton; F. L. 
Kipling, Auburn: B. C. Macholan, G. D. 
Murrish, G. L. Sinner, Hastings: E. W. 
Moats, R. R. Schweitzer, Lincoln; Donna 
Nienaber. Beatrice: Veltha Poggemeyer, Ne- 


braska City; M. D. Sorenson, Wahoo. 


5 YEARS Darlene Acord, Crete; Marcelene 
Behrends, Auburn: Irene Beights, Jacqueline 
Crook, John Dittenber, G. R. Gifford, Mar- 
guerite Mazuch. Lavaughn Reddish, R. J. 
Turner, Thelma Wisen, Lincoln: J. W. Lan- 
denberger, J. C. Minich, Friend: Bob Lem- 
kau, Hebron: Margaret Malecha, Beatrice: 
Mildred Roberts, Wymore; Charlotte Wright, 
Osceola. 


Rose Denson Cc. J. Novak Duane Grove A. L. Higgins 
Lincoln Nebraska City Ashland York Lincoln 
10 Years 15 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 


a 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


1944 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to Whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 


TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


Featured on this month’s cover is the 
LT@T-Lincoln softball team who 
crowned themselves with glory on Au- 
gust 26 by annexing the city Class A 
champicnship in a tournament in which 
they were expected to be also-rans. 

Their Jeague season hasn't been so 
good, percentagewise, but they were 
simply unbeatable when grouped with 
the city’s best for the championship 
play-off. Their final game was against 
the Naval Air aggregation and the issue 
was scarcely in doubt as the Telephones 
amassed a 7 to 1 victory in seven 
Innings. 

Team members shown in the picture 
are, front row: Bobby Livingston, Don- 
nie Duer, Jack Geist. Middle row: John 
Findley. Ron Cotton, Bob Leary and 
lim Geist. Back row: Bob Turner, Dean 
Hobson. Buck Duer, Don Smith and 
Cloyd Bucknell. The players received 
individual medals in token of their 
prowess in the tournament. 

Grouped about them, on the cover. 
are flashes from other LT&T athletic 
activities for girls and boys which oc- 
cupy their leisure hours during the 
course of the year. 


"Looking Ahead’ 


The following article is one of a 
series released by Dr. George S. Ben- 
son, president of Harding College, 
Searcy, Arkansas, and director of the 
National Education Program. Dr. Ben- 
son is qualified, as few other men, to 
state the facts of Communism and its 
subversive techniques. He has led a 
long, diligent and fearless fight to warn 
the American people of the great den- 
ger existing from this source. 


RED TACTICS AND 
TECHNIQUES 

The first axiom in ideological war- 
fare, as in any warfare, is: “Know and 
understand your enemy.” In today’s 
battle for the minds of mankind, most 
of the people who understand and sub- 
scribe to the American way of life have 
correctly identified world Communism 
as the enemy determined to destroy 
the basic principles upon which our 
freedom and progress are founded. But 
only a small percentage of Americans 
really understand the tactics and the 
techniques which the conspirators 
among us are using to infiltrate and 
shape the thinking and actions of im- 
portant segments of our population. 

One of the important strategies of 
the conspirators is to win over as many 
college men and women to their cause 
as possible—as their “Elite Corps” to 
do the work of infiltrating and mobil- 
izing support for the Communist cause 
among the less well educated. 

An FBI undercover informant re- 
vealed that a young Communist had 
been sent into Flint to recruit auto 
workers into the conspiracy and dom- 
inate a union. This Communist got a 
job in a big auto plant. Filling out 
his employment application, he wrote 
that he had had one year of a college 
engineering course, then had been in 
the Navy, and, afterward, had worked 
several years in New York. 

However, when he testified before 
the House committee under oath — 
faced with the penalty of perjury— 
he told the truth: that he’d received 
a bachelor of electrical engineering de- 
gree only two weeks before applying 
at the Flint auto plant. When asked 
whether he was a Communist, he took 
the Fifth Amendment. The FBI under- 
cover man testified that he was an 
important Communist doing important 
Communist work. And _ significantly, 
he had hidden his professional engin- 
eering qualifications in order to get a 
job on the assembly line and do his 
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poisonous work among the thousands 
of hourly employees. 

Another witness who took the Fifth 
Amendment, had applied for assembly 
line work in another big automobile 
plant in Flint. Although he was a col- 
lege graduate, holding a bachelor’s de- 
gree, he too hid the fact and took an 
hourly wage job. In his application 
he said that for two and a half years 
he had worked for a Detroit fence com- 
pany. When the auto company sent 
a questionnaire to the Detroit firm, a 
letter came back from the company’s 
“co-owner.” The letter said the appli- 
cant in question had worked in Detroit, 
as stated, and was an excellent em- 
ployee. 

Yet, when the Congressional Com- 
mittee put the worker under oath, he 
admitted he had a bachelor’s degree 
in social science and said that actually 
he had been in college at the time he 
previously had said he was working 
at the fence company in Detroit. And 
now get this: In due time another 
FBI counterspy who had worked among 
the Communist conspirators in Detroit, 
identified the Detroit business man, 
who fronted for the young Red, as a 
Communist Party member himself! 

These are some understandable rea- 
sons why it is so vitally important for 
every American citizen, young and old, 
to understand the nature of this power- 
ful conspiracy working against our na- 
tion, and the methods used by its agents 
and fellow travelers. 


ew Writer For General Traffic 
New Wrifer For General Tralf 
We welcome Ruth Scholl to our Tel- 
News circle as the new associate editor 
of General Traffic. She received her 
initiation into the 
fourth estate with 
this issue of the 
News. Ruth = suc- 
ceeds Carole Schulz, 
both as news report- 
er and secretary in 
the department, She 
came to LT€/T, late 
out of Tecumseh 
High, as an opera- 
tor in Lincoln Traf- 
fic. That was in June 1952. The follow- 
ing spring she transferred to General 
Traffic as clerk; and later became steno- 
srapher. Best wishes to Miss Scholl in 
her future labors with the News. We’re 
sorry to lose Carole and extend our 
thanks for her good work performed. 


Ruth Scholl 


Telephone Talk 


Cecile Anderson found this article in a magazine 

called ‘‘Highways of Happiness’’ the other day. 
We've talked on this subject many times before 
but this story carries a new slant to an old tele- 
phone problem. 
A MAN called us on the telephone the 
other day. His voice was pleasant, dis- 
tinct, and courteous, his words unhur- 
ried, his conversation brief and to the 
point. 

We were so impressed that we made 
an extemporaneous survey of the next 
fifty telephone callers. As jotted down 
on our desk pad, the survey showed: 

12 Mumblers—either have speech 
impediments or are trying to smoke, 
chew gum, or eat a candy bar while 
phoning. 

9 Ah-er-ers—mental fumblers who 
don’t know exactly what they want to 
say nor how to say it. 

7 Yellers—can be heard more dis- 
tinctly by holding the phone three feet 
from the ear. 

6 Robots—talk in a flat monotone 
and sound like mechanical men. a 

5 Personality Boys—their voices Just 
exude good fellowship. You don’t know 
them but they talk like dear old pals. 

The remaining eleven were reason- 
ably good, although only two of them 
could compare with our original caller. 

We showed our survey to a telephone 
company executive, who gave us some 
enlightening facts on telephone tech- 
nique, as follows: 

How to Talk. Hold the handset with 
the earpiece on the ear and the mouth- 
piece directly in front of the mouth. 
Don’t try to imitate the movie reporter 
and hold it between your head and 
shoulder. If you must gesticulate, use 
your free hand. 

Speak clearly, distinctly, not too 
rapidly, and in a conversational tone 
of voice, as if the person you are talking 
to were seated across the desk from 
you. Keep everything out of your 
mouth but your teeth and tongue. Be- 
ware of an artificial telephone person- 
ality. You will sound best by just being 
yourself. a 

.How to Be Courteous. This includes 
saving your caller’s time as well as 
your own. Identify yourself when you 
answer your phone and when you place 
a call. Keep a pad and pencil handy, 
especially if you make or recelve Se€v~ 
eral telephone calls daily, so you wont 
waste the other fellow’s time looking 
for these items when you have to make 
notes. If you have to leave the phone to 
dig up information or for any other 
reason, ask your caller if he wants to 
wait or have you call back: two minutes 

raiting on a dead phone seems like an 
eternity. 

Don’t let your switchboard girls pry 
into a caller’s business too deeply. Per- 
haps yours do not but it’s worth check- 
ing. 

Try to start a “fresh day” every time 
you answer the phone. You may be 
irritated or very busy, but your caller 
is not to blame. Clear your mind just 
before you say hello. 
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Mae Meduna Reaches Fortieth Anniversary 


traffic, plant and commercial departments. At 
one time, Iong ago, she knew every telephone 
number in Wahoo and proofread the directory 
without resort to the records. Many a work-week 
in those times consisted of seven days of nine 


Mae Meduna, junior supervisor at Wahoo, was 
honored at a luncheon held at Fairview Cafe on 
July 15, commemorsating her fortieth year of 
continuous service at the Wahoo exchange. She 
is now one of the 16 active employees to wear 
the 40-year emblem, which was presented to her 
at the luncheon by Merle M. Hale, vice president. 
The presentation is recorded in the picture above. 
Others about the table, clockwise, are: Mary 
Beaty, H. W. Spahnle, M. C. Walker, K. L. Law- 
son, Walter F. Roberts, A. S. Keckler, Hazel 
Hagenbuck and J. R. Manners. 

During her two-score years of service, Miss 
Meduna has become proficient in the work of the 
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A daughter, Carla, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Bender on June 23. Carl is a 
routineman in the toll equipment department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Mohlman announce 
the birth of a daughter on July 1. Anna is 
on leave of absence from Hastings Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Hellerich are the par- 
ents of a son, David Neil, born July 2. Ivan 
is a switchman in the 5-7 Office, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Tice announce the 
birth of a daughter, Holly Lynn, August 4. 
Jim is a splicer in the construction depart- 
ment. 

A son, Brent Dougias, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Donavan Williams on August 12. Don 
is a splicer in the construction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Palmer Meyer are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Pamela Sue, born 
August 15. Lois is on leave from Lincoln 
Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Barnett are the proud 
parents of a son, Michael Gene, born August 
20. Bob is a member of R. E. Hibbert’s con- 
struction crew. 

A son, Frank Herman, Jr., was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hansen in August. 
Herman is employed in David City Plant. 
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hours or more each. “Overtime,” says Mae, “was 


unheard of then.” 

As a plant employee Mae became an expert at 
inside maintenance, switchboard work, cord repair, 
line testing and cable records. Once she bore 
the full-fledged title of wire chief. Through all 
her years of service there have been but two 
managers at the Wahoo exchange: John R. Man- 
ners, who retired in 1934, and E. L. Dorland, who 
holds the position at the present time. 


Whoda Thunk If! 


As recently reported by the Census 
Bureau, the median age of men in the 
telephone business is 34.2 years; that 
of telephone women employees 1s 27.3 
years. Referring to the latter, we must 
say they don’t look it! The age range 
in industries lies between 32 years in 
air transportation to 51 years in real 


estate. 


Do-It-Yourself Idea 


If you cannot refrain from drinking, 
why not start a saloon in your home? 
Be the only customer and you will not 
have to buy a license. Give your wife 
$55 to buy a case of whiskey. There are 
240 snorts in a case. Buy all your 
drinks from your wife at 60 cents a 
snort: and, in 12 days, when the ca3e 
is gone, your wife will have $89 to put 
in the bank and will have $55 to start 
up business again. If you live 10 years 
and continue to buy all your liquor 
from your wife, and then die in your 
boots from snakes, your widow will 
nave $27,085.47 on deposit—enough to 
bury you respectfully, bring up the 
children, pay the mortgage on the 
house, marry a decent man and forge 
she ever knew you.—Suttle Salesman 
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H. G. “‘Heinie’’ Taedter, Hebron combinationman, was honored at a luncheon held July 1, the 
fortieth anniversary date of his employment with the company. Mr. Taedter was forced to listen 
to many incidents in praise of his long record of unselfish devotion to his work, for he is one of 
those individuals who are at beck and call when the needs for their talents arise. Folks in Hebron 
know that it matters not to Heinie if his meal, his favorite T-V program or his sleep is interrupted; 
he is always available for the task of restoring someone’s telephone service. 

Mr. Taedter came to us as a plant clerk at Hastings on July 1, 1915. He was night switch- 
boardman when he entered military service in the first World War. On his return in July 1919 he 
became a combinationman at Hastings and Iater in the same year was made wire chief at Stromsburg. 
He went to Harvard as manager in 1928 and in 1940 moved to his present position at Hebron. 

In the picture above, Heinie is receiving his pin, and congratulations on his two-score-years of 
service from Merle M. Hale, vice president. Max C. Walker, Francis Darnold, Walter F. Roberts, Lyle P. 
Young and Ernest H. Wellman complete the dinner group. 


Headlines 


Warren K. Eltiste, combinationman 
at Weeping Water, was elected Com- 
mander of American Legion Post 237 
of that town at a meeting held July 5. 

Adrian Newens, area manager, Ne- 
braska City, was elected a Director of 
the Nebraska City Rotary Club. He 
took office July 6. 

Lloyd C. Jenkins of Lincoln Plant, 
was the featured speaker at the annual 
meeting of the Pawnee City Red Cross 
Chapter held Tuesday, July 12, at 
Legion Hall. 

Loran J. Powell, Engineering, was 
elected a Director in the state organiza- 
tion of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 
The election took place in June, 


"I's A Plot” 


Dan Smith sends in a clipping from 
an eastern magazine remarking on new 
telephone developments in New Jersey: 
Automatic recording of toll calls; cus- 
tomer long distance dialing and the like. 
The writer was in complaining mood. 
“Tt seems to me, he said, “that this ex- 
pansion by the phone companies is just 


an insidious capitalization on the natural 
propensity of us humans to chatter a 
little longer on the phone, especially 


when you can dial California with ten 
pulls of the dial, and it doesn’t seem 
like a long-distance call at all.” 

It seems to us that the last remark 
hits the nail on the head. It doesn't 
seem like a long distance call—this fast, 
clear, do-it-yourself method. And that’s 
one reason the long distance business is 
good. Customers will be dialing L.D. 
numbers in Dan’s home town at Be- 
atrice when the new exchange is cut 
into service. 


Death Claims Minnie Herron 


Minnie B. Herron, 84, passed away 
September 1, at Pawnee City, after an 
extended illness. Mrs. Herron retired in 
1938 as chief operator-cashier at Bur- 
chard after serving at the switchboard 
of that town for more than 30 years. 
She was employed by the Burchard 
Telephone Company in 1907, and 


learned to take a turn at the board. She 
joined our organization with the pur- 
chase of the exchange in 1929. Her 
husband, Will, who helped operate the 
exchange, died in 1952. 

Funeral services were held at Pawnee 
City and at the final resting place at 
Blue Springs Cemetery. 
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We're Really Merchandising 


A fine report showing the response to the 
Merchandising program comes from W. D. 
Quinn, sales supervisor. On September 1, 
Mr. Quinn compiled a break-down of the 
498 service requests which had passed 
across his desk since the Plan was _ intro- 
duced in mid-June. The plant department 
led the list in sales by a margin more than 
double that of the rest of the organization 
combined. The items included in the serv- 
ice request sales averaged $13.36 each in 
annual revenue and are as follows: 


6—B-1 Service 
1—B-2 Service 
4—Regrade to B-1 Service 
1—Regrade to B-2 Service 
39—Business Extension 
8—R-1 Service 
32—R-2 Service 
4—R-10 Service 
28—Regrade to R-1 Service 
2—Regrade to R-2 Service 
74—Residence Extension 
26—Extension Bell 
1—Extra Line 
25—Jack & Plug 
21—Gong 
10—Push Button 
4—Cut-Out Switch 
4—Selectors 
1—Semi-Public Service 
9—Magneto Set 
6—PBX Station 
202—Koil Kord 
7—2-Way Key 
1—2-Line Set 
5—3-Line Set 
2—6-K Equipment 
18—9XCI15 Cord 
R8—6XC12 Cord 
4—3XC9 Cord 
1—4XC8 Cord 
1—15XC21 Cord 
1—24XC30 Cord 
11—Solid Color Sex 
2—Two-Ton2 Color Set 
1—Street Address Directory 
1—Electronic Secretary 
7—Extra Business Listing 
7—Extra Residence Listina 
5—Bold Face Listing 
1—Joint User Business 
5—Information Listing 


HAPPINESS 


Shirley Freeman, Beatrice Traffic, and Bob 
Crisler were married June 24. The couple 
will live in Lincoln. 

Verletta Gable, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of George Alexander in a cere’ 
mony performed July 2 at the home of the 
bride’s parents. 

Loretta Vaca, Lincoln Traffic, was united 
in marriage to Leland Koresky on July 20 
at the First Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 

Verna Freeman, Beatrice Traffic, was mar- 
ried to Arnold Kalina on August 9. The 
couple will live near Pawnee City. 

Janice Owens, Wahoo Commercial, became 
the bride of Kenneth McCormick in a cere 
mony performed at Stanton on August 21. 
They will reside in Stanton. 

Norma Johnson, Lincoln Commercial, and 
Norman Coufal exchanged marriage vows in 
David City on August 27, 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during July and 
August, 1955: 


Primary Members: A. E. Dulin, Lincoln 
Pensioner, $25.00; Maxine Stolzenburg. Geneva 
Traffic, $17.50; Margie Grewell, Exeter Pen- 
sioner, $20.00; Merlie Markuson, General Traf- 
fic, $15.00; L. T. Piper, Hastings Plant, $111.70; 
Dorcas Slater, Fairbury Traffic, $22.50; C. E. 
Hedstrom, Hastings Plant, $22.50; A. L. 
Dougherty, Lincoln Service, $296.00; J. C. 
Hansen, Supply. $192.00; D. D. Eckles, Nelson 
Plant, $315.00; Elizabeth Nichols, Plattsmouth 
Traffic, $15.00; H. M. Studier, General Plant, 
$20.00; S. J. Dennis, Lincoln Pensioner, $371.50; 
Florence Tatman, Supply, $518.79; G. A. Was- 
son, Beatrice Plant, $12.50; Darlene Remmers, 
Beatrice Traffic, $313.60; Pansey Kechely, 
Beatrice Traffic, $17.50; Merna Bates, David 
City Traffic, $7.50; Lura Blackman, Ashland 
Traffic, $179.10; Clara Van Matre, Ashland 
Traffic, $10.00; Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward 
Traffic, $105.20; Rose Riggs, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$27.00; R. C. Boling, Lincoln Plant, $5.00; W. A. 
Letellier, Nebraska City Plant, $440.40; Ann 
Konen, Hastings Traffic, $6.85; W. J. Knudson, 
Supply, $10.00; Veltha Poggemeyer, Nebraska 
City Traffic, $66.35; Regina Bethscheider, Heb- 
ron Traffic, $137.55; Elsie Andrews, General 
Traffic, $10.00; W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln Pen- 
Sloner, $10.00; H. E. Butler, Ashland Plant, 
$81.15; June Vanarsdall, Auburn Traffic, 
$2000; Stella Stanley, Beatrice Pensioner, 
$185.15; Edna Pflughaupt, York Traffic, $45.10. 


Dependents: Terry Macholan, Hastings, 
$12.00; Mrs. Ted Ray, Beatrice, $304.59: Jo Ann 
Keogh, Hastings, $104.40; Mrs. R. E. Kennedy, 
Lincoln, $80.05; John Eggerss. Lincoln, $6.00; 
Mrs. S. J. Dennis, Lincoln, $10.00: Mrs. L. C. 
Hutchison. Lincoln, $22.50; Janet Goldenstein, 
Lincoln, $17.00; Kenneth Wohlberg, Lincoln, 
$7.50; Jeanette Persinger, Hastings. $52.10: 
Mary Ann Bade, Nemaha, $22.00; Mary Ann 
Liesveld, Lincoln, $18.00; Judy Wait, Stroms- 
burg, $12.00; Stephan Spahnle, Lincoln, $57.25; 
John Spahnle, Lincoln, $23.00; Danny Wunch. 
Lincoln, $20.00; Danny Dittenber, Lincoln, 
£8.80; Shirley Roberts, Wymore, $1.25; Mrs. 
H. D. Wart, Lincoln, $10.00; Charles Eitel, 
Lincoln. $72.00; Jimmy Trumble. Lincoln, 
$13.10; Mrs. R. B. Hobson, Lincoln, $158.45. 


First Aid Training Put To Use 


While returning home from a picnic 
in the evening of August 14, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Kermoade, with their two 
children, came upon the scene of a head- 


on crash between two cars. The acci- 
dent had occurred only a short while 
before. The Kermoades had blankets 
and water in their car, and immediately 
went about administering first aid to 
two of the crash-car occupants who 
were seriously injured. They continued 
treatment until the doctor and ambu- 
lance arrived. Later they received ac’ 
claim in the local press for their effec- 
tive aid, particularly in the treatment of 
shock suffered by one of the victims. 

Mr. Kermoade, who is manager at 
Western, credits the company First-Aid 
lecture and demonstration program for 
the knowledge he put to such good use 
in the emergency, 
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W. R. Huddleston 
Development 
Supervisor 
General 
Commercial 


‘ 


Accounting 
Barbara Brehm, machine operator to ad- 


vanced clerical. 
Dolores Ehrlich, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical. 


Commercial 

Phyllis Hartley, teller to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 

W. R. Huddleston, commercial representa- 
tive, Lincoln, to development supervisor, 
General Commercial. 

Norma Johnson, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 

L. J. Powell, draftsman, Engineering, to 
development supervisor, General Commercial. 

Vera Schluckebier, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Seward. 

Karen Speckmann, operator, Traffic, to 
cashier, Wahoo. 

JoAnn Varga, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Boyd Wedgwood, advanced clerical, Sup- 
ply, to commercial representative, Lincoln. 


Engineering 
Clarence Eitzmann, lineman, Construction, 
to engineering assistant. 


Boyd Wedgwood Clarence Eitzmann 


Commercial Engineering 
Representative Assistant 
Lincoln Lincoln 


® t ® 
L. J. Powell 
Development 
Supervisor 


General 
Commercial 


» 


Glen McCown, lineman, Construction, to 

engineering assistant. 
Plant 

H. A. Ehrlich, shopman to equipment re- 
pairman, Supply. 

C. C. Minich, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, York. 

D. R. Schark, lineman, Beatrice Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, Plattsmouth. 

C. J. Tracy, receiving clerk to advanced 
clerical, Supply. 

R. C. Trouba, Jr., garage serviceman to 
warehouseman, Supply. 

K. E. Vosika, groundman, Construction, 
to custodian, Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Crisler, operator, Beatrice to 


Shirley 
Lincoln. 

Donna DeMoulin, clerk-typist, Central 
Plant, to operator, Hastings. 

Ruth Scholl, stenographer to secretary, 
General Traffic. 

Mary Umphenour, operator, Lincoln to 
Beatrice. 

Jean Vybiral, service assistant, Lincoln, to 
Operator, Hastings. 


Ruth Scholl 


Glen McCown 


Engineering Secretary 
Assistant General 
Lincoln Traffic 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. August Renner, mother of Elizabeth 
Johnson, Crete Traffic, passed away August 
11. Funeral services were held August 15 at 
the Kuncl Funeral Home in’ Crete, with 
burial at Kramer. 

Ralph Coon, husband of Virginia Coon, 
Beatrice Traffic, died August 13. Funeral 
services were held in Beatrice on August 17. 

Alexander Bordeaux, father of Gertrude 
Little Thunder, Lincoln Traffic, passed away 
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August 19. Services were held at White 
River, South Dakota. 

Adrian Newens, Sr., father of A. M. 
Newens, area manager at Nebraska City, died 
August 24 at Falls Church, Virginia. Funeral 
services were held August 27 at Arlington, 
Virginia. 

Mrs. Addie Hatchett, mother of Vera 
Wasson, Lincoln Traffic, passed away August 
25. Services were held August 28 at the 
Christian Church in Murray. 

Mrs. Emma Peters, mother of Kenneth J. 
Peters, construction foreman, Lincoln, passed 
away August 27. Funeral services were held 
in Lincoln on August 30. 
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Eastern District 


Rowena Light, 
Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Vacations are the main topic this time of 
year. ... Betty Ladwig and family enjoyed 
a fishing trip in South Dakota. Irene Swan 
and Camilla Selzer motored to Minden and 
visited Pioneer Village. Eve Dunning and fam- 
ily spent a few days with relatives at Spauld- 
ing. Phyllis Lukassen went to see her sister 
in Oklahoma. Agnes Michalik vacationed at 
home. ... Best of luck to Betty Gaskill, who 
recently received a diamond. ... Doug Behrns 
is in the process of building a home. Wants 
to move in ‘for the holidays,’ didn’t say 
which year. . O. B. Dill and family re- 
cently returned from a trip to Oklahoma. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers & Norma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 

More vacations in the area. . . . Clarence 
Jennings, Edna Komma, and Ruby Clites en- 
joyed the scenery of Colorado. Ivan Living- 
ston, searching for a cooler climate, went to 
Minnesota. In Arkansas, vacationing, was 
Marvin Welsh. An [Illinois visitor recently, 
Lillian Bader, who visited her brother and 
family. Eunice Riggs combined two trips, one 
to Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the other to 
Madison, Wisconsin. Riding the bus to Red- 
wood City, California to visit her brother, we 
find Mary Tackett. Rose Marie Miller chose 
fishing at the Lake of the Woods in Canada 
for her vacationing. Combining vacationing 
and honeymooning, Elain Teten visited the 
Black Hills and Yellowstone National Park. 
... “Snooks” Steckly spent her time off the 
job in Cheyenne, and in the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Attending a family reunion in Albu- 
querque, New Mexico, Vera Orton spent her 
vacation. . Albert Letellier has returned 
from the hospital. We all wish him a speedy 
recovery. Bonnie Biggs and Margaret 
Watkins vacationed at points of interest in 
Nebraska. . Joyce Janssen and husband 
just moved into their new house in Syracuse. 
: Vacationers—Virginia Shields attended 
several baseball games in Chicago. Norma Jean 
Dettmer and husband toured Idaho, Washing- 
ton and Oregon. Elmer Neujahr and family 
are spending their vacation in Illinois, Wis- 
consin and Minnesota. Helen Eis, Delores 
Bauer and Elsie France chose to work at 
home during their vacation. 

Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Liz Nichols recently spent some time in 
Washington, Iowa, vacationing, . . . Best 
wishes to Marvin Koch and family who moved 
to Loveland, Colorado due to the ill health 
of Mrs. Koch. ... Bob Humiston and family 
are enjoying their vacation in the mountains 
in Colorado. Rose Janda has returned 
from a scenic tour of the northern states and 
Canada 
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Wahoo Area 

Leona Yarmon & Mary Beaty, Correspondents 

Emily Bohaty returned to work after her 
vacation wearing a lovely diamond. No date 
has been set for the wedding. . Adeline 
Prochaska has a twinkle in her eye to match 
the ring on her left hand. . Mary Beaty 
and Joan Steinbach vacationed at home... 
Mae Meduna toured western Nebraska and 
Wyoming. . . . Inez and Dewey Olsen ac- 
quainted themselves with their new nephew 
during their vacation, also took a trip to the 
Black Hills. Leona Yarmon spent the 
week end in cool Minnesota at a tamily pic- 
nic, also did some fishing. She came back 
with a real peach of a sunburn... . Ginger 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Johnson, a former employee, was a recent 
visitor in the office. ...E. L. Dorland, area 
manager, and family vacationed in sunny 
California, sightseeing and visiting many 
places of interest. . . . Louis Cink spent his 
vacation at home. 


Paula Otte, 
Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 

The Auburn girls softball team, which in- 
cludes several of the traffic department girls, 
played six games in the Tarkio Tournament 
and lost only one game which won them 
second place and a nice trophy. . . . Roberta 
Rademacher recently received a diamond 
from Phil Bohl. Also wearing sparklers on 
their left hand are Orva Boden, Shirley Bole- 
jack and Marilyn Sailors. ... One morning, 
about three a.m., three operators returning 
from Omaha were stopped by a cop for 
speeding and also having twin pipes on the 
car they were driving. It seems that after 15 
or 20 minutes of conversation, instead of going 
to jail, the Traffic Cop decided the girls were 
to have coffee with him and then continue on 
home. Anyone interested in how this is done 
might consult JoAnn Coatney, Della Gerdes 
or Marilyn Sailors. ... Doris Peterson visited 
relatives in Mexico, Missouri, over the week- 
end and brought her mother home with her 
following her release from a hospital there. 
; . Alice Haddox and husband and Doris 
Peterson and husband attended the Sidney, 
Iowa rodeo. It’s vacation time and 
Roberta Rademacher accompanied her par- 
ents to Colorado and Wyoming sightseeing 
and visiting relatives. Helen Dettmer visited 
in Lincoln and enjoyed a few days at the 
Lake of the Ozarks. Dorothy Biggerstaff en- 
joyed staying home, helping celebrate the 
Auburn Centennial, and entertaining company 
from Tulsa and St. Louis. . . . Marcus John- 
son attended the Sidney rodeo and visited 
relatives. Joan Stephens spent two weeks 
with her brother and family in Seattle. While 
there she attended the Aqua Follies, went 
through the U.S.S. Carrier, Midway, went to 
the top of Mt. Rainier and spent a weekend 
in Portland. Helen Dettmer, Marilyn Coad, 
Elva Remmers, JoAnn Coatney and Della 
Gerdes snvent a most hilarious and never-to- 
be-forgotten four-day vacation at the Lake 
of the Ozarks. They enjoyed meeting new 
faces, going swimming, boat riding, dancing 
and afso visiting with relatives. Roberta 
Rebuck and sons spent a week with relatives 
at Minden. Myron Birdsley went fishing a 
number of times and worked at home. Fenton 
Kipling enjoyed sightseeing and traveling 
through the mountains in Colorado... . Our 
condolences to Della Gerdes, whose grand- 
mother, Mrs. Gerd Behrends, passed away 
August 10. Funeral services were held at the 
Stone Church southwest of Auburn. 


Beatrice Area 
Beulah Mason, Correspondent 

L. M. Campbell, formerly with this com- 
pany, visited the Beatrice exchange August 
23. . . . Ruth Coffee, of Fairbury Traffic, 
visited Beulah Mason recently. . . . Mary 
Calhoon, who was recently transferred to 
Beatrice from Superior, has gone to California 
and from there will go to Alaska to join her 
husband where he is working. .. . Thirty 
traffic department employees attended the 
annual picnic at Capitol Beach July 30... . 
District Manager Clyde Burge and Mrs. Burge 
vacationed three weeks in parts of Colorado, 
New Mexico, and Arizona. Dorothy Trauer- 
nicht and family chose California for their 
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vacation, and son Bob was especially thrilled 
while in Disneyland at Anaheim. Phyllis 
Kavanaugh and husband vacationed in San 
Diego. Lola Boughtin and family visited 
relatives at Long Beach, California. Lucile 
Richardson also vacationed at Long Beach. 
Alice Reents and family had an enjoyable 
time in the Ozarks. Eleanor Bryant spent her 
vacation at home and at Nevada, Missouri. 
She is presently in Pittsburgh, Pa., with her 
husband where he is attending special train- 
ing for Police Officers. Kathryn Widick va- 
eationed at her daughter’s home in Lincoln. 
Marcella O’Bryan and Marilyn Vonderhaar 
vacationed at home and nearby towns. Judg- 
ing from their suntans, they spent most of 
their time swimming. Hedwig Elmshaeuser 
spent a restful week at home in July. Her 
brother and family, from Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, visited her in August. Ruth Diekmann 
and husband vacationed in western Nebraska 
fishing. Phyllis Jungck and family took a 
short trip to Kansas and just enjoyed being 
home with her baby. Marie Fuller spent her 
two weeks at home. She didn’t say, but our 
suess is she spent most of her time waxing 
that new Pontiac. Margaret Malecha was in 
Iowa for three days and spent the remainder 
of her time taking swiming lessons. Martha 
Penner and family vacationed in Colorado 
and Wyoming. Rethal Falk, husband and son 
spent a few days in Casper, Wyoming with 
relatives. Vey Warren went fishing at John- 
son Lake and the remainder of her time was 
spent entertaining her sister and husband 
from Oregon. ... Cecilia Haverkamp has re- 
turned from Seneca, Kansas, where she at- 
tended the bedside of her brother who was 
severely burned in a farm accident. He is 
somewhat improved at this writing. Darlene 
Remmers has returned to work following three 
months absence because of illness. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Al Parde (Al works in the plant 
department and Mae in Commercial) spent 
their vacation at home and took in a few 
short fishing trips. Don Young and family 
also vacationed at home. Don Gilmore spent 
ceveral days in North Carolina and the re- 
mainder of his vacation in Lincoln and Be- 
atrice. Arch Stansbury and family motored 
to California where they visited relatives. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fisher spent a week in 
Colorado. Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Gillespie 
drove to Alliance where his brother and wife 
joined them and they visited a brother in 
Spokane, Washington and another brother 
in Portland, Oregon. They also visited Sea- 
side Beach, Cannon Beach and Yellowstone 
Park. Marcia Godfrey, commercial clerk, went 
+o Hays, Kansas to visit friends. Donna Nie- 
naber and husband were Omaha visitors. Loal 
Genrich and wife vacationed at home and 
spent several days on the farm with Mrs. 
Genrich's parents. 
Crete Area 
Darlene Acord, Correspondent 
Our regular correspondent. Loretta MclIlnay, 
is vacationing at this time. Donna Burch 
and family vacationed at Lak2 Okoboji. Don- 
na returned with a very nice suntan. Arlene 
Musil and family recently visited friends and 
relatives in Kansas and Colorado. ... Fern 
Jacobs and Lydia McGuire were hostesses at 
a shower given for JoAnn Bauer. JoAnn was 
a former operator. . We are all enjoying 
the new cooling system installed recently. 
_,.. Manager and Mrs. Vyrl Clark and sons, 
Roger and Vernon, of Wilber, spent ten days 
at the Black Hills. Lavina McElroy had a 
restful vacation just staying home. 
Fairbury Area 
Betty Vaughn, Correspondent 
The traffic department seems to have had 
a lot of traveling vacationers. Juanita Waring 
and boys visited in Chicago and while there 
attended a ball game befween the Cubs and 


the Giants. Lois McCord traveled to Colo- 
rado Springs, enjoyed horse and dog races in 
Denver, and attended the rodeo in Cheyenne. 
Mathilda Alpers spent the weekend in Denver 
and took a trip up Pikes Peak and Mt. Evans. 
Nora Milius enjoyed a few days in Loveland, 
Colorado, Ruth Coffee a few days in Omaha 
and Wisner and LaVella Schwartz visited sev- 
eral days in Omaha. Dorcas Slater spent some 
time in Lincoln visiting her daughter. Arleen 
Holloway was another Lincoln visitor and 
while there saw a play given by the Univer- 
sity Players. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hutchinson, 
accompanied by Mrs. Hutchinson’s nephew, 
Larry Archer of Denver, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Taylor and son Jimmie of Hebron, spent 
a week fishing in Leech Lake in Minnesota. 
The latter part of the week they motored on 
to Winnipeg, Canada. Martha Vculek and 
Frances Erwin spent their vacations relaxing 
at home. The commercial and plant depart- 
ments have also had travelers. Manager T. 
E. Longdon and family and the Keith Sexton 
family traveled through Glacier National 
Park, spent only two nights in a hotel and 
the balance of the time camping out. Velda 
Wagner spent a day in Lincoln attending the 
horse races. Gerald Caley vacationed in 
Grand Junction, Colorado and Jack Ruble 
vacationed at home painting. . We also 
wish to mention our recently installed air 
conditioner and that we enjoyed the comfort 
derived from it during the extremely hot 
weather. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 

Listening with envy to the roving vaca- 
tioners produced the following items: Ted 
Husing and family headed toward California 
to see relatives in Los Angeles. Before leav- 
ing home he dutifully notified the paper boy, 
milk man, etc., but forgot to tell the string 
beans he wouldn’t be home. Vacation ended 
with the canning of 77 quarts of them. Mary 
Meister traveled around in Missouri and was 
also in the crowd at the Meister family re- 
union in the park at Humboldt. Hilda Ramsey 
took in the Frontier Days celebration in 
Cheyenne, and recent weekend guests at her 
house were her niece and husband from 
Mannsfield, Ohio. Raymie Johnson and fam- 
ily toured through western Nebraska to 
Wyoming and _ Yellowstone, coming back 
through South Dakota. Raymie also made a 
quickie to Minnesota over the weekend for 
fishing. Ines Meister went as far as Canada to 
try her luck at it, and Norma Lee Hahn went 
to Minnesota for the same reason. Bill Eckles 
and family drove to the West Coast, through 
California and Oregon where they stopped 
to see relatives in Idana. Dale Weber went to 
Colorado, and Tiny Hanau spent his vaca- 
tion at home. Among those attending 
Dick McCall’s wedding in Lincoln were the 
Eckles, Drakes, McCoys, Hesters and Harring- 
tons. Dick worked here before transferring 
to Lincoln. And the plant department 
was well represented at the ball game in 
Kansas City between the Athletics and New 
York Yankees. ...In the crowd at the com- 
pany picnic in Lincoln was Joe Adamson, 
fishing his boy out of some water he had 
fallen into; Marge Cottingham, having as 
much fun as the kids on all the rides and in 
the fun house; Waldo Harrington, helping 
serve the food; and the Webers, Roger and 
Dale, STAG. . . . Vera Norvell rides to work 
in style since they’ve become the owners of 
a bright blue Model A Ford. She went to 
the Sidney, Iowa, rodeo (but not in the 
Ford). . . . Visitors at Clara Costello’s house 
were her sister and family from California. 
. Cecile Morehead was among the specta- 
tors at the horse show in Sabetha, Kansas, 
recently. Wouldn't be the least bit surprising 
if Cecile got a horse of her own. ... Our 
sympathy is with the Harold Drake family in 
the death of Mrs. Drake’s mother, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Kirchoff. Marge Cottingham is 
“Grandma” again (fifth time) and is she ever 
proud of that new grandson in Nebraska 
City! ...Vernabelle Mommens had that plane 
ride in one of the big airliners that she’d 
been planning. ... Since graduation Warren 
Drake started working full time for LT&T 


in Lincoln, following the example of the 
others in the Drake family. ... The Kansas 
City Kid (Henri Goracke) has been there to 
see her sis again, and came back with a hair- 
cut (the pony tail got shorn) and souvenirs 
of the Missouri State Fair at Sedalia. Henri 
was really in the clouds after a surprise (a 
most welcome one!) visit from the B. F. in 
Oklahoma. She returned it by seeing him in 
Tulsa during her vacation. ... For a time it 
looked as if Norma Lee Hahn had joined the 
Plumbers Union, but she was just taking the 
plumbing apart in the bathroom in search of 
her diamond ring that had slipped down the 
drain. No luck. ... Ted Husing had a good 
reason for being sleepy-eyed at work one 
morning. His daughter and her gal pals held 
a slumber party at his house, but the way 
Ted tells it they did more gabbing than 
slumbering. . . . Irby Halverstadt’s grandson 
suffered a broken collarbone, bruises and 
cuts after getting struck by a car while 
crossing a street in Beatrice. He’s mending 
at home now. . A pleasing sight was 
Tyler Ryan looking better than ever after a 
vacation in Wyoming, Montana, and the 
vicinity around Banff in Canada. His whole 
family, with the exception of Gus, went too. 


Westerm Dustirict 


Beatrice Rohrer, 
Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 

As the summer flies by, so do the vacations. 
Chalking up three weeks away from the old 
routine was Ejita Griffin, traffic department. 
Eita vacationed in Colorado and at home... 
Marge Grewell also spent her vacation in 
Colorado. . Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Minich 
visited their son Bill and his wife in South 
Dakota. ... Nata Hershey spent her vacation 
at home. ... Area Manager and Mrs. Crew 
took their granddaughter, Sherry, to Okla- 
homa, where she was met by her parents. 
Sherry has been a guest of her grandparents 
for a few weeks... . Former operator Bonnie 
Spencer was a recent visitor in the office. 

. The Traffic and Commercial girls had a 
farewell party honoring Carol Crawford, who 
has resigned. A special feature of the evening 
was a freezer of delicious home-made _ ice 
cream. ... Chief Operator Helen Adermann 
spent her vacation in Illinois. 


Hastings Area 
Marlys Uhrich, Correspondent 
Vacations are still in progress. Geraldine 
Benson visited relatives in the State of Wash- 


ington. ... Moreane Alldritt spent the last 
week of her vacation at home. ... Lucy 
Kuhlman also vacationed at home. ... Four 


new girls are in training with Aletha Bennett 
and Pat Sperry as instructors. They are: Neva 
Dusch, transferred here from Hebron, Donna 
DeMoulin and Jean Vybiral who transferred 
in from Lincoln and Janice Helzer who has 


returned after spending a year in France with 
her husband in the Service. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 

We have several employees on vacation now 
who from all reports are enjoying themselves 
very much. Mary Bethscheider spent her 
vacation around Detroit, Michigan, visiting 
relatives and _ friends. Regina Beth- 
scheider visited friends and relatives in 
Naperville, Illinois. ... Lila Keim reports a 
very nice time visiting her sister and family 
in Lincoln, and getting acquainted with the 
new baby... . Esther Wittenberger spent her 
vacation at Ozallala, Imperial, Carleton and 
Hebron. ... Mary Wright at home relaxing. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

If you have visited our area recently and 
are wondering about the “‘green”’ streak flash- 
ing by, it was only Mr. Wait in his new 
company car. A beautiful, green (hot rod 8) 
Plymouth. Vacationers this past month 
were Bill Barry, who traveled in six different 
states, and Albert Andres who spent his time 
in Stromsburg and Fairbury. Both Bill and 
Albert attended the rodeo at Burwell. ... 
Mildred Wait took over the office duties of 
cashier while Edith Mattson vacationed at 
Evergreen, Colorado. 


Superior Area 
Ann Hansen, Correspondent 

Many employees have been enjoying vaca- 
tions this past month. Artis Bowen, chief 
operator, spent one week of her vacation 
visiting her sister and family in Denver. Her 
second week, in company with Rocky Light 
of Lincoln and Carmen Sullivan of Grand 
Island, was spent at Estes Park, then on to 
Cheyenne for Frontier Days, back to Colo- 
rado Springs, and then home to Waco. She 
reports a wonderful time. ... Faye Pettit 
returned from a two weeks’ vacation spent 
with her folks in Burr Oak, Kansas. Faye was 
kept pretty busy visiting the Pioneer Village 
at Minden, picnicking, attending ball games 
and the rodeo at Phillipsburg, Kansas. . 
Josephine Tieskoetter and family spent two 
weeks in Buffalo, New York and Canada. While 
in Buffalo, they visited Mr. Tieskoetter’s two 
sisters and families. They also went sight- 
seeing at Niagara Falls and other points in 
Canada. . Clara Mae Chambers and Lula 
Stensen spent a weekend at Wild Horse and 
Burlington, Colorado. Edith and Veda 
Joy Parsons have had as their guests their 
niece and nephew from Lincoln, who spent 
the past month with them. Gerry Wil- 
liams spent her vacation working on her new 
home in Superior. ... Wanda Wilton was in 
Colorado visiting and sight-seeing. . . . Glenda 
Garton vacationed at Colorado Springs. Donna 
Snavely and husband visited relatives in 
Omaha. ... Mary Ahrens is on leave of 
absence to be with her husband, Delane, who 
is in the Army, stationed in Kentucky. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston of Superior expressed 
their appreciation of the fast and courteous 
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a seauel to last month’s story of the Falls City conversion to dial service we'd like to present 
the ladies of the exchange—some of them—as they appeared during the last hours of the old office, 
Prior to the cutover. Pictured at left: Martha Goetz, cashier; Anastasia Murphy, chief operator; Margie 
Hahn, cashier; and Margaret Vinsonhaler, cashier. Center: Helen Corning, ticket clerk, and Anastasia 
Murphy. Right: Operators Bessie Morritt and Sadie Hunzeker. The photographer was Irene Combs of 
General Traffic. 


service they received on a conference call 
placed to points in the southern and western 
U.S.A. The operators who handled the calls. 
Geraldeen Williams, S. A., and Veda Joy 
Parsons, received a gift of Old Spice Cologne. 
Nice work, girls. Compliments like this, we 
like. ... Nila Edgar, former operator, now 
living in South Gate, California, recently 
visited our office. She is now employed by 
the Bell telephone company in Huntington 
Park. ... Betty Joe Schleif is helping in the 
commercial office during directory time. 
Betty was formerly cashier... . The construc- 
tion of Dale M. Bollman’s new home has 
started and they hope to be living in it by 
Fall. 
Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


W. D. Quinn, sales supervisor of Lincoln, 
conducted a very interesting sales meeting 
at Sutton. He gave a talk and showed pic- 
tures on Sales. All employees of the Sutton 
area were present. Mr. and Mrs. P. V. 
Eckles and Dick spent a week of their vaca- 
tion at Medicine Bow and Snowy Range Moun- 
tains in Wyoming. They did some fishing 
and report they caught “oodles of fish.” .., 
The Sutton employees and their families en- 
joyed decorating a float which they were 
proud to enter in the parade at the Sutton 
Festival. Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Moorhead 
and Beverly report an enjoyable vacation in 
Los Angeles and Santa Monica, California. 
... Bob Culver spent his vacation moving. 


York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 


Vacations seem to be the main topic of the 
news this month. Some of those who have 
enjoyed or who are enjoying vacation time 
are Arlene Reets, Kathleen Sughrue, Jean 
Henen, Imogene Foley, Minnie Sanmann, and 
Vera Knerr of the traffic department. . 
Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, her daugh- 
ter, Marlene, and granddaughters, spent sev- 
eral days in Denver. Della Bradenkamp 
and children, together with her parents, 
spent their vacation visiting Della’s brother 
in Connecticut. Visiting in the home of 
Winnie Sanburg during her vacation was her 
sister from Oregon. Margaret Sundberg 
attended Bible Camp at Winona Lake, Indiana. 

Vance Embrey and Duane Grove spent 
their vacations in Minnesota Sterling 
Nelson, Area Manager, and family, and Dean 
Nelson and family of Lincoln spent a week 
in Canada. Mary Jo Heser visited her 
brother in Omaha. Alex Pauley vaca- 
tioned in Colorado. Virgil Hayes and 
Leonard Reed are also vacationing, but no 
one seems to know their whereabouts. 
Edna Pflughaupt, who recently had surgery, 
is at home recuperating at this writing. We 
are happy to report she is feeling fine and 
everyone hopes she will soon be back to 
work again... . Between all vacations, every- 
one has kept busy working with the directory, 
to meet the September 1 publication date. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Sections 
Dolores Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


With the summer months slowly vanishing, 
vacationers are coming back to work. 
Heard bragging about her exciting vacation 
was Marge Trvz. It seems she burned up 
the water learning to water ski during her 
one-week stay in Denver. She reports she 
really had some thrilling experiences. En- 
joying her vacation at home was Jean Leath- 
erman. Dick Spohn journeyed to Yellowstone 
National Park, the Jackson Hole Country, 
Salt Lake City, Northern New Mexico and the 
Aztec Ruins, Colorado and Mesa Verde. He 
had the rare experience of watching Old 
Faithful erupt with two of the much larger 
geysers in that vicinity. Grace Hauschild, 
along with Rose Carlson and Helen Hall, took 
a happiness tour which included the Grand 


The men and machines of Auburn Plant, at attention in front of the exchange building. Left to 
right: S. M. Carr, Don Clark, Amel McVay, Jack Littie, Myron A. Birdsley, Harry Rogers, George Damon 
and Lloyd Oglesby, area manager. Not in picture: Fenton Kipling. 


Canyon, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, 
Portland, Victoria and Vancouver, B. C., and 
Lake Louise. The highlight of her trip was 
a ski jump at Banff. While others were 
burning up the highways and touring the 
country, Larry Connealy was loafing at home. 
Doing odd jobs around home was John Back- 
strom. Don Schwenke flew to San Francisco 
for his vacation. As all California tourists, he 
saw many celebrities, but he first thinks of 
Fran Warren in ‘Pajama Game.” Visiting 
relatives at Garden Grove, California, wasn't 
the only accomplishment made by Marie Vid- 
lock during her vacation. Just a few points 
of interest visited by Marie include Yosemite 
National Park, Grand Canyon, Petrified For- 
est, Disneyland, and Old Mexico. Besides all 
that and more, she went swimming at Cata- 
lina. Yours truly drove to Powell, Wyoming, 
with her parents where she visited with her 
brother and his family. ‘‘Roughing it” in 
Yellowstone National Park proved to be quite 
interesting. It could be said, however, that 
this Nebraska family took their native state’s 
weather with them into Wyoming. Not only 
was the trip delayed by a gully washer that 
blocked the highway and also caused a land- 
slide, but they had front row seats watching 
a hailstorm that caused extensive damage. It 
all proved to be a very exciting vacation. 

During July farewell lunches were given for 
Mildred Adamek and Mary Boshart at Till- 
man’s Cafeteria and the Chef, respectively. 
We were all glad to see Mildred when she re- 
turned to visit, most recently. ... The ac- 
counting department is proud to announce 
that we now have the correct time according 
to our new Western Union clocks. We hope 
we will soon become accustomed to our new 
luxury, for our necks are stiff from watching 
the red light flash on the hour. ... Harold 
Brady drove to Fairmont, Minnesota, to visit 
relatives from Boston. Just wondering if 
Harold had his directions right. ... One of 
our newer members, Diane Feldstein, reports 
that she is still recovering from her 1400-mile 
trip from New Jersey to Lincoln. She and 
her husband are now calling Lincoln ‘thome”’ 
while her husband attends classes at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska where he is a pre-dental 
student. . Bill Thompson is sporting a new 
Pontiac. ... Learning to drive their ’54 Chev- 
rolet Power Glide has been taking up all the 
spare time of Irene Stolz. Attending the 
Legion convention was George Mann. 

John Backstrom has been quite busy organ- 
izing the bowling team. We wish them luck 
this year. The giris are also looking forward 
to this bowling season... . The new one-way 
traffic has caused no mishap in our depart- 
ment, but is keeping Marlene Jenkins in a 
dither. It seems she met someone going the 
wrong way; or were they(?). . Louise Jen- 
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kins had no trouble, though, when she drove 
to Des Moines to see her husband who was 
attending school there. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Come vacation time and it seems everyone 
wants to get into the act. Margota Luce re- 
ports a marvelous trip to California, by way 
of the Grand Canyon. She visited Hollywood 
and was properly impressed, but decided to 
turn down all those offers of movie contracts 
to return to LT&T. Darlene Carlson visited 
friends in Phoenix, Arizona, while Helen 
Pickard, Opal Allison and Norma Somerheiser 
were stay-at-homes, being just as lazy as 
possible. Bob Ross spent his vacation at home, 
but had plenty of excitement when his 
neighbors over at the Big House decided to 
put on their big bonfire and riot. We rather 
suspect that the whole thing was arranged to 
keep Bob from becoming bored. Bob was 
also the recipient of a vacation card from Mr. 
Franklin who recently took a trip to Cali- 
fornia. The card was a lovely aerial view of 
Alcatraz and bore this friendly notation on 
the back—‘‘Wish you were here.” What a pal! 
Rose Poore told us she was too busy having 
company to go any place and then along 
came a card from St. Louis, Missouri. Rose 
has since left us to accept a position with the 
Lincoln school system. Darlene Russell and 
her husband did a bit of fishing at Hiawasse, 
Arkansas. She failed to give us a report of 
the catch, but we are sure they settled for 
nothing less than the biggest and best that 
Arkansas offers. Blanche Buel’s plans for a 
Colorado vacation were abruptly altered 
when her Mother became ill. We are very 
happy to be able to report that Mrs. Buel 
is recovering rapidly. . If you heard, from 
our corner, what sounded like a riot and 
explosion combined it was just Lily Malacek 
bouncing in one recent morning to report 
the arrival of her first grandchild. Lily 
doesn’t look a day older but I’m sure she will 
never be the same again. Another Colo- 
rado visitor was Velma Schweitzer who spent 
her two weeks at Cortez, Colorado, . . . Irene 
and Sam Beights were the recipients of some 
very unwelcome attention from another 
driver, who decided he would occupy a cer- 
tain intersection the same time the Beights 
did. Irene was thrown against the panel and 
very badly bruised. She is back with us 


again, but attired in the fall’s newest shades 
for the epidermis—black, blue, yellow and 
purple. . . . Don Nelson, so ably assisted by 
Jack Ge’‘st has been much too busy to get 
into any mischief. They have been doing a 
fine job of a very big job—namely, the Lin- 
coln Audit. 
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Lillian B. Schafer, 
Associate Editor 


Vacation time is here again and it finds our 
office force scattered to the four winds. Roy 
Brendle went to Minnesota as did Mary Whit- 
aker, who also went up into Canada. She was 
with her fiance and his parents. Boyd Wedg- 
wood and a friend roughed it in the moun- 
tains in Wyoming. Jack Caldwell, Verna Alex- 
ander and Nancy Connealy stayed home. 
Elva Mares visited in Bertrand with her par- 
ents. W. J. McDowell went to Missouri and 
his son Danny was home before he left on 
vacation. Virginia Anderson spent one week 
in Michigan and cne at home. A. B. Waters 
had a wonderful time as he took in the sights 
at Yellowstone National Park; Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming; the Grand Tetons and the Black 
Hills and Bad Lands of South Dakota. Jo 
Varga went to Denver, and so did your editor 
who also traveled to Estes Park and Colorado 
Springs. Ruth White moved into her new 
home while on vacation so she didn’t get 
much rest. She must have been thinking of 
her new house the Saturday morning she 
bumped her head so hard on the office safe 
that she had to go home. Guess that explains 
the big bump on her forehead. We say 
good-by to Mary Foster, who is going to 
California to be married, and to Ruth Owen 
who is waiting her blessed event. Ruth was 
honoree at a shower at Thelma Mahlman’s 
house and received many lovely gifts. Mary’s 
cne-gift shower was held at Pioneer Park. 
Gocd luck, gals. Norma Johnson was married 
at David City. Joyc2 Brown, Thelma Mahlman, 
Jo Varga, Ruth Owen and Ardith Macaluso at- 
tended the wedding. Joyce held a kitchen 
shower in her honor. Merle Sherman spent 
two weeks in Minnesota with the National 
Guard and Ron Ahl was at Great Lakes Naval 
Hospital for two weeks with the Naval Re- 
serve. On Monday, August 15, Alex Geist and 
W. D. “Bill’’ Quinn attended a closed circuit 
program on color TV in Omaha. This was 
sponsored by Northwestern Bell and was held 
in the telephone building. Alex reports the 
picture was good and clear and it was viewed 
on a 24-inch screen. ... Jody Hartly received 
a beautiful cameo set, earrings, necklace, 
bracelet and ring from the fiance who is sta- 
tioned in France. She is very proud of them 
and rightfully so, as they are beautiful. Con- 
sratulations and best wishes to Marguerite 
Whitaker who has a beautiful diamond. 


Dorothy Miller, 
‘= Associate Editor 


JoAnn Gloor will be our news correspondent 
for the Toll Equipment department. Sorry to 
see Judy Whitney leave, but we know she 
will enjoy her new duties. Yours truly 
spent a week of her vacation at home work- 
ing in the garden. .. . The many friends and 
fellow workers of Ernest Wedgwood held a 
party in his honor at the Ideal Hall and pre- 
sented him with a diamond ring. We are go- 
ing to miss you, Wedg; don’t forget to drop 
in and see us now and then. Roy Cleve- 
land was a very welcome visitor in this office 
last month. 

Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


Frank Coil, who now lives at Santa Barbara, 
California dropped in to see us. Frank is a 
former employee of this department... . Jack 


7 Pioneer Boys Gather on Lincoln Creek 


The new regime of the Pioneers has left one fine landmark unchanged by beginning the season 
of get-togethers with the ancient custom of holding a stag fishing party. There is probably no other 
activity so appropriately misnamed, for there was not a hook, nor line, nor sinker among the forty 
members that congregated at Hughes Brothers Cabin near Seward on the afternoon of August 27. But 
the bovs seem auite capable of providing their own fun and entertainment and most of those present 
are steady customers and wouldn‘t miss a fishing stag for worlds. Most of them are a bit critical of 
their wives’ cooking after the first introduction to the standard stag supper consisting of thick, suc- 
culent steaks cooked by the experts on the outdoor grill. 


Mankamyer from Fort Carson, Colorado also 
was in to see us. He says he enjoys the 
“News” every month. Sorry to report 
Dick Hansen had a major operation August 
5. We all wish him a speedy recovery. : 
Hattie Staley spent part of her vacation visit- 
ing in Colorado. She says the temperature 
dropped to around 40 degrees at night, which 
was quite a contrast from what we were 
having. ... Keith Rutherford spent his vaca- 
tion visiting his folks in New York and sight- 
seeing in Canada. While in New York he took 
in the stock car races, which he said were 
quite exciting. ... Others vacationing during 
July and August were: William Schuman, 
Paul Radebaugh Ronald Cotton, Cloyd Delett, 
Arthur Higgins, Lyle Reighard, and Donald 
Holyoke. 
""5-7'' Office 

Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 
Al Ager svent two weeks vacation at home, 
one week of it baby-sitting while Mrs. Ager 
was in Denver visiting her mother who was 
hospitalized there. Ivan Hellerich spent 
his vacation at home baby-sitting and getting 
acquainted with his new son, David Neil. ... 
Hugo Staley drove to Kansas City for the 
Fourth of July weekend to see the Kansas 
City A’s play the Detroit Tigers and the 
Chicago White Sox. ...Al Campbell’s daugh- 
ter has been here visiting from Providence, 
Rhede Island. Wallace Gake spent his 
vacation at home working on his yard... . 
Gene Schrank and family enjoyed the first 
week of their vacation in Pine, Colorado, just 
resting and taking life easy. They also visited 
in Denver and Golden. The second week was 
spent at home. Howard Smith has as- 
sembled a complete modern camping outfit 
which he, along with Al Campbell and Dick 
Bauer, tested thoroughly one weekend on a 
fishing expedition to Southeast Nebraska. 
The trip was a rousing success except for one 
small item. Everyone on the river caught 
lots of fish except Howard, Al and Dick 
Howard Smith took a week’s vacation in July 
spending it at home taking life easy. ...On 
August 10 a surprise coffee and cake farewell 
party was held in honor of Dale Hohnstein, 
who is leaving to accept a teaching position in 
the Gering, Nebraska, schools. Dale was pre- 
sented wiih a desk-pen set from the 5-7 Office 
gang. 

Toll Equipment Department 

JoAnn Gloor, Correspondent 


Al Reed has been busy flying around in his 
new plane. It must be nice floating around up 
in the clouds. . . . Carl Bender spent his vaca- 
tion helping his wife take care of their new 
daughter. ... John Loudenback and family 
went to Grand Island for a day and spent the 
rest of his vacation resting at home. : 
Ardell Robison and wife toured through color- 
ful Colorado on their vacation. They went 
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through Estes Park, down through Denver, 
Coloraco Springs, Aspen and stopped over 
two nights in Bakerville where they did some 
trout fishing. We are all sorry to have 
Judy Whitney leave us and wish her the best 
of luck and happiness. ... Frank Norton and 
family spent their vacation visiting relatives 
in Pittsfield, Illinois. While they were over 
that way they went to St. Louis and looked 
around. When he came home he worked on 
his garage and took out some trees in his 
yard. ... Bill Wolfe and family flew to 
Frisco where they took life easy taking pic- 
tures of scenery and their little girl. They 
also went to Lake Tahoe. Bill tried taking 
pictures from the plane going out to Cali- 
fornia, and hopes they turn out all right. 
Max Jenkins has been in Des Moines for two 
weeks going to teletype school. ... Perry 
Caldwell and wife spent their vacation visiting 
a sister in Chelan, Washington. While visiting 
there he spent three days on a glass fiber 
boat fishing and having a good time. Then 
they drove down to Eugene, Oregon, where 
he visited another sister for a couple of days. 
From there through Salt Lake City and Yel- 
lowstone where they stopped and rested for 
a day and worked their way down through 
Grand Lake, Colorado, where they stopped 
over for a few days and then journeyed on 
home. 
Wire Chief's Department 
Gloria Gruis, Correspondent 


Bob Blackford was busy with Union activi- 
ties in St. Louis during his vacation, but he 
did manage to attend a few baseball games 
while there. John Shipp spent an inter- 
esting vacation touring Old Mexico and Cali- 
fornia. ... Lloyd Jenkins worked on his 
cabin and spent the rest of his vacation work- 
ing for the Red Cross. Bob Chamberlain 
spent his two weeks of vacation at home do- 
ing odd jobs around the house. Darlene 
Griffin took a trip to Scottsbluff over the 
Fourth of July and brought back some inter- 
esting pictures of the tornado... . Les Living- 
ston traveled to Yellowstone National Park 
and the Black Hills . Hazel Higgins stayed 
home during her vacation and worked around 
the house... . Roy Mills has recuperated from 
his recent illness. Everyone is happy to see 
Roy back on the job. Dale Weaver spent 
a couple of days of his vacation fishing in 
Iowa ... Paul Eisenbarth went to Minnesota 
to fish during his vacation. When asked if he 
caught anything, he replied, “‘A cold.” 


Wire Chief's Department 
B. D. Pattison, Correspondent, 21st & L 


Eldon Drewel entered the 105-mile outboard 
inotor boat race August 8 at Greensville, Mis- 
sissippi. He did real well the first 50 miles— 
50 miles in 50 minutes—then the motor broke 
down and it took him 6!5 hours to get back. 
And he didn't get lost this time. . . . Vaeations 


liv in full swing now. Ernest J ohnson 
ove as oie west coast; Seattle, Portland, etc. 
Eldon Drewel spent his vacation on a 
farm in Kansas. ... Al Behm stayed home 
and rested. ... Lloyd Miller toured Yellow- 
stone Park and the Black Pulis.... 6: rena) 
Knudson stayed home. ..- Les Hansen staye 
home and worked on his yard. oo Arthur 
Balderson spent one week near Albion ae 
on Beaver Creek. ... Wayne Higgins staye 
home and built a patio. ... Joe Lewis went 
to Colorado and Black Hills. Marvin 
Joos.en spent a week in Minnesota fishing. 
_. . Robert Wenzel spent a week in Canada 
and the other week at home building a new 
parage.... Robert Hohnstein divided his va- 
cation between home and his cabin in Crete. 
Elmer Dougherty enjoyed his vacation 
at home in his cool basement. ...Jd0e Miller 
went to Columbia, Missouri, a couple of ge 
and the rest of his vacation was spent at is 
cabin in Crete, where he did a little paren 
.. your correspondent spent two weeks of = 
vacation at Lake Louise. Had pretty goo 
luck fishing. ee 
R. R. Guthrie, Correspondent 


Warren Shuck and gang have replaced all 
the vertical type selectors at 6 Office. Foe 
Milton Metcalf did some painting Sense i 
vacation and visited a sister at Lexing we 

William Baker went to Sioux City an 
Atlantic, Iowa, on his vacation... . Earl gun 
son went to Wisconsin and Michigan on ‘is 
Weldon Duer vacationed in 


ion. 
ae, ... Norman Turner vacationed in 
California Myrel Ifland vacationed in 


Wisconsin and Minnesota... . Mathew Brown 
spent his vacation on a farm in hee ee 
Your correspondent spent one week O 
vacation painting... . Warren Shuck arn 
Banff, Canada, and western U. S. . Bi 
Cotton went to Galveston, Texas, on his va- 


cation. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Marie Jackson heard footsteps aE 
overtake her. Slowing her pace to erage = 
prospective companion to catch up, ogre Oe ae 
a glance back over her shoulder. Then s i: 
sumed her pace for a moment—a_ persons 
mind working like it does—before giving an- 
other wide-eyed double take. It definitely ines 
a longhorn bull (escaped from a aekie ng 
show.) Her reactions are best describe 
“turning on the gas!” Asked for a statemen 
she would only Say, TT jt isn. + One thing it’s 
another.” With 40 odd (no pun _ intended) 
engineers under her wing she ought to know. 

This month’s hard luck artist is Jim 
Weaver, our handsomest six-foot-plus. He 
attempted to leap one of those vicious little 
“wire with rags and stake’ get-ups one hu- 
man puts across his property to keep another 
off. He forgot to retract his Number 12’s. The 
“oof could be heard for two blocks. Later 
on he slowed his car and some ape (the word 
is Jim’s) careened into the fender. $36.20. Oh, 
well. _ Interrupting a discussion on how 
high a door knob should be, we learned fr om 
the building engineers that Gerry Schleiger 
and John Swigerd have been flying an air- 
plane. Incidentally, Bud Eden has sold his. 
It would be interesting to know if he de- 
livered it in a basket, as usual. ... Bob Ken- 
nedy dove into the new Uni. Place pool and 
skinned his brow on the bottom. He staggered 
to his feet and found he could breathe O.K., 
the water only came to his knees. He was full 
of ideas. The first ones were unprintable but 
his suggestion that the City paint signs on 
the bottom, “If You Can Read This, You're 
Too D** Close,” we think it is all Tight... 
We are grouping vacation reports: Orv 
Spencer fished and chased butterflies in Min- 
nesota—he collects them. Bob Wohlberg 
showed off the Rockies to his uncle from 
Sweden. Bob Cardwell brought back an im- 
pressionist’s view of Swope Park, Kansas 
City: four golf courses and two hippopota- 
muses. The “small chore aound the house’ 


Clarence Schleufer. The latter is building a of his vacation also. 


new home. It would be interesting to know 
what he does about garbage disposal. ‘ 
Those who reported doing nothing: Bob Brin- 
ton. Ken Payne and Brick Smith. More recent- 
ly Brick spent one day in the hospital and 
will need to take it easy for a while... .New 
home owners: Don Christle and Chas. Con- 
nors. Christle, with two room air-conditioners 
to move from his apartment, feels fully equip- 
ped for modern housekeeping. Connors pur- 
chased a new set of copper kettles to set off 
the new kitchen only to have them so highly 
admired by Mrs. Connors that she continues 
to use the ones Charlie has been dodging for 
years. Ed Brehm is trying to trade his two- 
bedroom job for one with three. No slow- 
down there. ... Other items of interest: Jerry 
Isaman—who was too cold at Doane and Don 
Gray’s jar of pickles which he won playing 
Bingo. 


construction 


Shirley Hess, 
Associate Editor 


Vacations have been in full swing and we 
find fellow workers having visited practically 
every corner of the U. S.... The “Swede”’ 
Fosters took in Colorado and its wonders and 
had a narrow escape when they were caught 
in a cloudburst and landslide at Seven Falls. 
Luckily, their car wasn’t damaged but from 
the pictures Swede brought back, others 
didn’t fare so well. . . . Dorothy Wise spent 
the first week of her vacation on a camping 
trip in Colorado—a new experience for her 
and a very enjoyable one. Her second week 
of vacation was a leisurely one in Minnesota— 


fishing, swimming and sun bathing... . Cliff 
Artz spent one week relaxing in Arkansas— 
the balance doing odd jobs at home... . Min- 


nesota is still the vacationland for many— 
Cloyd Bucknell and his family spent one week 
there, as did the Hibberts and Lyle Higgins. 

. . Rollie Winders spent his vacation at the 
Fairgrounds making sure that the Pari-mu- 
tuals were on the up and up with his help. 
.. . And after hearing about the one good 
day Bob White had out there, we imagine 
he spent a good share of his vacation there 
also. ... The John Witmers were California- 
bound when they left on their vacation... . 
The Paul Wilkinsons spent their vacation at 
Salt Lake and Sun Valley. Paul reports 
wonderful fishing and a good trip—not even 
one flat tire. ... Alfy Fritz and family va- 
cationed in Kansas. . . . Don Williams used 
his vacation to get acquainted with his new 
son, Brent Douglas, as did Bob Barnett with 
his son, Michael Gene, and James Tice with 
a daughter, Holly Lynn. ... George Wasson, 
Beatrice, and Merle Heath, Hastings, spent 
their vacation attending National Guard 
Camp, as did Dan Fisher from Kenny Peters’ 
crew. 
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Ruth Kadavy 
Associate Editor 


Guess we better catch up on some of our 
vacationers these last couple of months. .... 
It seems Lee Schlentz was the most anxious 
to get away from it all, as he was our first 
vacationer. He relaxed for one week on the 
farm of his brother-in-law and sister-in-law. 
... Ken Boshart cooled off for two weeks at 
his cabin in South Bend. ... Dorothy Bader 
“roughed it’? on a camping trip to Yellow- 
stone Park. She heartily recommends that 
sort of vacation. ... ‘Yours Truly”’ didn’t care 
very much for her trip roughing it near 
Ogallala. The modern conveniences are more 
inviting. .. . A. B. Gorman spent one week 
of his three in Estes and had a nice time 
visiting people they have met there in other 
years. He also played in the City Golf Tourna- 
ment in Lincoln. ... Loran Powell, one of our 


type were Don Neill, Gay Henderson and new development supervisors, took one week 
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Incidentally, our 
other new development supervisor is Bill Hud- 
dleston, formerly of Local Commercial. Loran 
came to our department from Engineering and 
he and Bill are at present making a survey of 
the telephone situation in Lincoln... . Chris 
Ford reports a very interesting and educa- 
tional two-week bus triv through the north- 
western states, ending in Canada. Chris was 
thrilled with Canada and recommends it to 
one and all. . Also visiting Canada was 
Tyler Ryan. Mr. Ryan and his family took 
an extensive trin to Canada and Yellowstone 
Park, but accord’ng to his cards, “all the 
fish have gone south.” We guess his fish din- 
ners will have to consist of canned salmon. 

. . Joe Hartley vacationed for three weeks, 
spending one week in the Black Hills, and 
the rest of the time at home....K. L. Law- 
son, dividing his vacation into two parts, 
drove his beautiful new Oldsmobile to Minne- 
sota for a week of fishing early in the sum- 
mer and spent a quiet week at home later 
on. . .. Marlene Kuhl, Patricia Tolhurst and 
a few of the men in our office now consider 
themselves lucky as they can still look for- 
ward to their vacations for this year, 
Speaking of Marlene and Pat, they are repre- 
senting our department on the girls’ bowling 
team, ‘“‘Tele-Flashes.” We'll be watching your 
progress, girls. ... All General Commercialers 
had a real nice time at the company picnic, 
with the Baders and the Kadavys coming 
home with winnings from the Bingo game.... 
Our girls and their guests helped Dorothy 
Bader celebrate her birthday at the Compass 
room. We all agreed that we should do it 
more often. 


Ruth Scholl, 
Associate Editor 


This month, vacations seem to be the main 
topic of news. Rod Andrews spent his time 
vacationing in Colorado. Pearl Barnhouse 
went a little farther and toured Colorado, 
Washington, Oregon and Canada. They toured 
many different places and a very enjoyable 
time was spent. Marlene Thompson went to 
Old Mexico and Los Angeles. Some of the 
sights they took in were Carlsbad Cavern and 
Pikes Peak. Going up Pikes Peak it seems 
as if Marlene almost had a heart attack. Bet- 
ter be careful, Marlene, we wouldn’t want 
anything like that to happen! Lloyd Cleve- 
land spent his vacation in the mountains by 
Estes Park just having a leisurely time. ... 
We were very glad to have Bobbie Weiler stop 
in our office for a visit this month. She also 
brought “Eddie, Jr.’”’ in for his debut. For 
those of you who might be a little curious 
knowing Bobbie as we all do, Jr. doesn’t have 
red hair. _ We are sorry to have Carole 
Schulz leave our department. Carole has ac- 
cepted a position with the United Airlines in 
Denver. We all wish you the best of luck, 
Carole. 


Rexine Bretta, 
Associate Editor 


After flying to Minnesota, Minnie Allen 
decided she wouldn’t make a very good 
bird! And girls, while WE melted in the 
heat SHE was enjoying a bobsled ride on 
snow, real snow! ... Darlene Multer accom- 
panied her sister, Eloise Baldwin, and family 
on a trip to California. In case you've won- 
dered about ‘‘Disneyland,’’ Eloise reports it 
is wonderful, for adults as well as children. 

Bernice Bishop toured the northwest, 
going to Yellowstone, Glacier National Park 
and Lake Louise in Canada. They drove in 
a snowstorm, saw a forest fire and slept in 
the lobby of a lodge (too many tourists in 
Canada!). An interesting thing Bernice noted 
was that in spite of the big farms she saw in 
Canada, she never saw one chicken and there 


were never eggs on the menu!.. . After buy- 
ing a movie camera, LaVerne Braun spent her 
vacation photographing Colorado. ... Lucile 
Schmersal vacationed in Colorado Springs 
and toured the Royal Gorge. . . . Doris Sutton 
went to Yellowstone and through the Teton 
Mountains. . . . Opal Thimgan visited relatives 
in Keego Harbor, Michigan. ... Arlene Fitz- 
patrick visited the former Beulah Sileven in 
Detroit. Verletta Alexander vacationed 
in Minnesota, as did Shirley Snyder... . Bar- 
bara Miller brought back a sunburn from the 
Black Hills. . Betty Behm vacationed in 
Grand Island, Juanita Schleif in York, Doro- 
thea Heckman in Beaver Crossing, Doris 
Hardt at Stuart, Mary Jane Arthur at Grand 
Island, Esther Borchers at Hastings, and Viola 
Clough in Kansas. . . . Gladys Trumble, Hazel 
Neman, Lillian Campbell, Lois Meyers, Gene- 
vieve Griffin and Velda Williams enjoyed 
their vacations at home. ... Eloise Baldwin 
is enjoying her new home now that she’s 
learned how to operate her automatic wash- 
er! Betty Behm moved into her new home 
but without the ‘sudsy” experience Eloise 
went through! Engagement rings are 
gracing the fingers of Gloria Berg, Janice 
Street and Joan Giebelhaus. Dorothea 
Heckman enjoyed a day spent at the Burwell 
Rodeo. ... We wouldn’t say Winona Kirwin 
was excited about their new Studebaker, but 
the first day they drove it to town they 
were busy shopping when they realized they 
had parked and left the keys in the switch! 
. . . Della Wilcox made an emergency trip to 
Texas, called there by the death of her 
brother-in-law. ... Renee New Ville learned 
the hard way when she started as an operator. 
First she didn’t remember about the code so 
she felt like a spy when she tried to enter 
the building! Then when she left one eve- 
ning the taxi wasn’t waiting and the guard 
told her she’d have to call her own cab. She 
did just that, rode home and charged the ride 
to the telephone company. May we say she 
was rather surprised the next day when re- 
informed of the taxi arrangement! But she 
paid the fare and next time will not turn 
down Hubby’s offer to pick her up! ... The 
night operators and Cecile Simons who had 
worked nights during vacations enjoyed an 
early morning breakfast at Van Dorn Park. 
- . . My apologies to the girl who wrote down 
a name just as it sounded, but isn’t “Yankee 
Hillbrick” an odd calling party’s name? 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 
Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Top spot in the column is devoted to Vice- 
President M. M. Hale. On August 9, one of 
the very hottest, sizzlingest days we have had 
all summer, he drew one of the most inter- 
esting experiences of his varied career. He 
was one of the judges at the Baby Contest 
sponsored by the Disabled American Veter- 
ans in the Lincoln High Auditorium. (And, 
no eyebrow raising, either—they were so 
babies.) From what I can glean, the V.P. 
fortified himself with lunch in our Cafeteria 
and took off, midnoon, in high spirits of an- 
ticipation for his next assignment. No one 
had prepared him with a tip-off that there 
were a thousand entrants; he thought the 
whole thing would be over in an hour. Some 
four hours later, the gentleman staggered to 
his niche on the second floor—wet from 
honest sweat, collar wilted, hair disheveled— 
a wiser, but sadder baby contest judge. He 
had just participated in judging over eight 
hundred future Presidents and Mrs. Americas 
of this great Republic. Oh! it’s a bed of roses, 
the life of our vice-president. And, if you, 
too, are about to be a judge of a baby contest, 
get some pointers from one who has been 
there. ... Vacations still occupy a big spot- 
light for a number of folks. Lucky people! 
Huldah Gessner, secretary to our president, 
journeyed to Estes Park in company with 
Lula Kloepper, retired Personnel secretary. 
Miss Gessner reports a real fine time and, 
also, that Lula is her usual self and asked 


to be remembered to her LT&T family 
friends. Margaret Francis, Secretary- 
Treasurer’s office, flew to Cleveland to meet 
her brother and his family. From there, they 
traveled via automobile to New Orleans and 
points of interest in the southland. The high- 
light of Margaret’s whole trip was her en- 
counter with Brenda, the hurricane. The 
travelers met Brenda at New Orleans and, 
though all others took to cover to avoid a 
first-hand encounter with the wild lady, not 
Margaret. She stood out on the beach and 
watched the whole thing. Margaret, you 
brave gal! ... Tillie Boyd, Co-op., spent the 
last week of her vacation visiting relatives in 
her home state of Iowa. ... Corky (Mabel, 
officially) Bodkin, General Plant, roller skates 
for recreation and from the reports, she’s no 
amateur at it. But, even the stars see stars 
once in a while. It happened to Corky! When 
she picked herself up and darted off again, 
was her face red when she discovered that 
the once pretty green plaid skating pants 
had given way to the impact of meeting the 
floor with a thud and the leg floated out be- 
hind her in the breeze! ... We are happy to 
hear that F. E. Behm, who recently experi- 
enced the agonies of an operation, is “back 
on the job” and feeling almost his usual 
vigorous self. Glad to get the good news, 
Mr. Behm. ... Marie Hall, Secretary-Treas- 
urer’s office, is almost grounded. recovering 
from an accident involving a broken blood 
vessel. Too bad, Marie. ... While collecting 
some of these news items, had the good for- 
tune to visit a minute with H. W. Potter, 
former secretary-treasurer. Mr. Potter spends 
possibly an hour a day in our midst, but our 
paths hadn’t seemed to cross too frequently. 
Happy for the visit, Mr. Potter, and glad to 
know such a pleasant opportunity might pre- 
sent itself again. Mina Jorgensen and 
her husband braved the heat one recent 
weekend to attend the open house of the 
First National Bank at Wisner. ... Our sym- 
pathies are extended to J. A. McKinzie, whose 
brother passed away during the month of 
August. 
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Florence Tatman, 
Associate Editor 


The nicest thing that’s happened in our 
vicinity for a long time is adequate off-the- 
street parking space for Warehouse em- 
ployees’ cars. It’s indeed a pleasure to have 
such a spacious area so near the building. We 
say Thank You to our very able Engineers 
who have turned the long talked about plans 
into a reality. . After a full summer of 
intensive study and hard work at the U. S. 
Naval Station in Newport, R. I., Sanford Nel- 
son now finds himself commissioned an En- 
sign and expects to remain on military leave 
for at least two years longer. A furlough 
en route to his assignment in San Francisco 
provided an opportunity for time with his 
family in Lincoln and a short visit at the 
Warehouse. We were happy for his visit and 
wish him the best of luck. ... We hope that 
what has seemed to be an accident plague 
has ended. Lester Ellis injured his Knee and 
required surgery. Crutches aren’t fun, and 
we're glad to see Lester back on his own 
locomotion and on the job. ... Bill Rosen- 
thal lost the end of a finger in a power tool 
and had to be absent from work because 
of the danger of bruising the wound. Most 
painful to Bill was the fact that he had to 
postpone a vacation trip until his finger 
healed. A third accident victim was 
Warehouseman Don Bauer who was hospital- 
ized for a back injury. He exnvects to be back 
on the job soon. . .. Bob Donaldson’s wife 
and sons were injured in an automobile ac- 
cident near Grant, Nebraska, while en route to 
a vacation with relatives. Mrs. Donaldson 
and one son were severely injured and were 
at the hospital in Grant for several weeks. 
They both have now been moved to Lincoln 
for further treatment. Mrs. Donaldson is at 
St. Elizabeth’s hospital and her son is at home, 
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although in a cast. . . . With vacation season 
in full swing, we’ve had some happy events 
to talk about too. Welton Grant fished suc- 
cessfully in western Nebraska, as did Phil 
Garvey. Dick Eno made his catch in far away 
Florida. The Bill Rosenthals and F. J. Bar- 
netts are vacationing together on the west 
coast. They had big hopes of a huge salmon 
catch in Oregon, then planned to visit in 
southern California. Sammy Lawrence 
visited in Montana where he attended the 
golden wedding anniversary of a relative, 
then drove through Yellowstone Park and on 
to Utah. Jess Ellis chose Utah for his vacation 
trip also. The Ralph Culvers visited Yellow- 
stone Park. Dick Grant hunted for a cool 
spot in Colorado and Frank Hendrix had a 
look at the Black Hills country. ...Oh, Yes 
the gals travel too! Mavis Vermeer visited in 
Washington state and Ruth Balster dashed off 
to her former home state of California. ... 
Yours truly had the thrill of a first trip by 
Plane and it’s wonderful. . . . Much depart- 
mental interest has been centered on two 
of our own young athletes, as well it should 
be, as the two fathers involved are among us 
too. Roger Krhounek, part time shopman, 
and son of Joe Krhounek, was the one Ne- 
braska player on the Western States football 
team in the High School All Stars East-West 
game in Memphis, Tennessee late in August. 
Roger flew to and from Memphis and spent 
several days there ahead of the game. Al- 
though his team did not win he had many 
thrilling experiences. For example, he re- 
ceived a Wittnauer watch and the presenta- 
tion was made by none other than Miss 
Tennessee herself and Roger has a photo of 
the presentation. Roger is entering the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, with some more foot- 
ball activity in mind. . . . Bob Rauch, part 
time shopman and son of Russell Rauch, was 
a member of the Lincoln Optimists’ baseball 
team which wen their way to national com- 
petition. The team played in the state 
tournament in Grand Island, moved on to 
the 4-state playoff in Scottsbluff, to the 
twelve western states sectional tournament at 
Hastings, and finally to the national playoff 
at St. Paul, Minnesota. . . . Roger Krhounek 
was also a member of the Optimists’ team but 
had to forego playing in the tournaments be- 
cause of his football activities in Memphis.... 
We've been most thankful for extra office 
helpers through the summer. Carolyn Hartz, 
daughter of Garage Mechanic Bill Hartz, very 
ably assisted in clerical activity. She has 
returned to school to become a member of 
the first senior class graduating from the 
new Southeast High School. Howard Sieler, a 
former employee, worked during the summer 
vacation from his University classes. 


As told in Mrs. Tatman’s column, Roger 
Krhounek received a Wittnauer watch from the 
hands of Miss Tennessee during his sojourn to 
Memphis as a member of the Western Team in 
the Prep All-American game. 
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Charley Albers, Lincoln 
Plant (retired) attended ee 


the recent Pioneer Stag 
Party a week in advance 


Lincoln Conm- 
mercial, was holding the interest of 
the other gals at the cafeteria 
table with a very interesting topic 
of conversation, she attempted to 
pour a carton of milk into her 
glass. But Joyce had set the glass 
upside down on her tray and the 
innocent bystanders were showered 
with milk before she was aware of 
the flood. 


Lila Keim, Hebron Traffic, of the published date. 


bought some pedal-pushers 
at a sale in Lincoln. La- 
ter she wore them to the 
Capitol Beach. She hada 
grand time on the differ- 
ent rides until she found 
‘the back seam of the gar- 
ment was ripping out. She 
forced her sister to walk 
behind her all the way to 
the car, and by that time 
the seam was. completely 
gone. One of life's dark- 
est moments for Lila. 


WILL YOU FLASH 
i YOUR OPERATOR 
? UP AND DOWN 


Cy Hutchison and Phil Bailey 
worked too late on the U.G. 
cable at the National Guard 
Reserve. Everybody left the 
grounds and the gate was 
locked when they emerged for 
the night. They were trap- 
ped inside the barred en- 
trance for about an hour 
before being rescued by the 
Air Police. 


Vernabelle Monmens, Tecumseh, 
gave some quaint but clear 
instructions to a subscriber 
for signaling the local oper- 
ator back on the line. 


BAS MOP 1// 


Roger Weber, Tecumseh, broke the 
record for stringing wire through a 
pasture. He was working at moderate 
speed until he heard a roar behind 
him and turned to find a huge bull 
heading in his direction. Roger 
lost no time in sprinting to the 
fence, and hurdling it in one leap, 
still clutching the wire. 


RETIRES EBS 


Marie Jackson, Engineering, was walking along one of 
our main streets the other noon when she heard hurried 
footsteps behind her. Thinking it was one of her 
buddypals from the office, she turned to find herself 
squarely in the path of a charging bull. To her credit 
she wasted no time, but took off with a burst of speed 
that left the animal far behind. The bull was one 
used in the traveling "bull-fight" show and had some- 
how escaped from his tether. 


When Harlan Cane walked into 
Bruce Sievers! office with a 
large butterfly poised dainti- 
ly on his. shoulder blades, 
Bruce was convinced for one 
awful moment that the cost 
engineer had begun to sprout 
wings. A phenomenon which, Mr. 
Sievers later remarked, seemed 
quite out of character. 
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THIS DRIVING BUSINESS 15 
GETTING COMPLICATED. NOT 
ONLY YOU GOTTA PUT NICKELS 
IN PARKING METERS 
BUT YOU ALSO 
GOTTA PUT 
GAS IN THE 
TANK! 


NOW | GOT 
THE MISERY 
AND A DOCTOR 
BILL Too! 


YOU CAN'T GET STEAKS 
LIKE“THIS ANYWHERE 


Messiest accident of the month occur- 
red at the home of Lela Watson's 
mother, near York. Lela, you know, 
is chief operator at Beatrice. Seems 
her mother lives on a farm where 
there is a cellar with a door which 
lies flat against the floor. lela 
was going to put a basket of eggs in 
the cellar to keep them cool, She 
didn't notice that part of the basket 
extended over the trap door - and as 
she gave it a mighty pull the basket 
overturned and its contents spattered 
abundantly over the steps below. It 
was a horrible mess. 


‘A. B. Gorman wandered into a 
patch of poison ivy and on a 
druggist's recommendation, 
‘bought a tube of salve which 
iafter several days' use only 
seemed to spread the poison. 
‘Gorman then consulted his 
doctor who sent him with a 
prescription to the same 
druggist and when A.B. open- 
ed the package at home he 
found it was a_ tube of the 
same brand of salve. 


Stranded miles from nowhere 
by a dry gas tank, Dan Smith 
of Beatrice waited beside 
_the road for an hour or more 
hoping to hitch a ride back 
to town, but was finally 
forced to call his friend 
Leland Hodge at the test 
board. Leland's joy was so 
profound that Dan was sorry 
he hadn't walked home. 


Benton Kipling, Auburn 
Plant, was loud in his 
praise of a steak house 
he discovered in a nearby 
town. He went back for a 
second helping and was 
just finishing a large 
tender steak when he 
found a fly cooked into 
the last mouthful. 


the Suture 


General Commercial Department 
turns clairvoyant to forecast 
telephone needs of fast 


growing capital city. 


Let no one talk about “ the good old days.’ We are 
living through them right now. There is no era of the past 
that can compare with the abundance of comfort, the ease 
of living, the acquirement of wants, as we have them today. 
Our country is prosperous—a prosperity which economists 
and financial experts had not expected. Instead of indus- 
trial production and customer demand leveling off after 
the surge of pro-war days, they have risen. People have 
money to spend. They want new homes, children, auto- 
mobiles, household appliances, TV sets—and telephones. 

The subscriber once content with two-or-more party 
service now wants a private line and some extra telephones 
as well. New homes have sprung up in development areas 
which, a short while ago, were corn fields and prairies. 

Our company has been hard put to keep abreast with 
the problems arising from the expansion and growth of 
many of the cities we serve; particularly in Lincoln where, 
as a recent example, a 600-pair cable has been strung along 
a street where, ten years ago, a 50-pair cable was thought 
to be adequate for all time. Present estimates indicate that 
Lincoln’s populaion has increased 50% since 1940. 

We pay a bill twice when a good cable must be re- 
placed because of insufficient capacity. It would cost even 
more to string too large a cable and leave much of its capa- 
city forever unused. We have need for a crystal ball to fore- 


The men who appear on this month’s cover are Bill Huddleston, left, 
and Loran Powell. In this view they have returned to the office to 
enter the results of their on-the-spot survey. To arrive at a forecast 
of telephone development they apply a flexible rule based on their 
interviews and observations made in each particular location. 


tell the needs of distributing plant in Lincoln’s mushrooming 
environs. The pains which accompany the forecasting of 
COE requirements are equally intense. Then arises the eco- 
nomic question of establishment of new central offices and, 
if proven profitable, their most desirable location. In arriving 
at the answers to these and many other problems, we seldom 
have the chance to second-guess. 

So far we have been fortunate in being able to provide 
service, in some measure at least, in pace with the increasing 
demands. But already it is apparent that our luck may not 
hold out, Lincoln’s distribution system in many locations 
has reached the saturation point. More space has been pro- 
vided by building additions to our outlying central offices 
and promptly filling them with new equipment and still we 
are laboring to meet present demands. In the ‘6” office. 
in northeast Lincoln, we are almost out of numbers! 

The present crisis is duplicated throughout the country 
in most of the major cities. The operating telephone com- 
panies involved have found their plans for future develop- 
ment rendered obsolete. Some are already hard at work 
with new surveys and forecasts on which to base their plant 
extension projects. 

One such survey was made at Austin, Texas, a city 
similar in many respects to Lincoln in that it was of com- 
parable population, had an adjacent air base, and was con- 
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More telephones mean more COE. In spite of recent additions 
to the buildings, the 3, 4 and 6 Offices are filling from wall to wall 
with equipment. Warren Shuck, at right, is COE installation super- 
visor. Howard Stroup, working behind the bay, is equipment fore- 
man at 3 Office. 


stantly extending its corporate boundaries into outlying rural 
areas. K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent, and 
Paul H. Henson, chief engineer, journeyed south to visit 
the scene and gather some notions for a development study 
which might foretell the future telephone needs of Lincoln. 

They returned with notes and ideas and the firm con- 
viction that a successful forecast could be made only by 
footwork and interviews. It should begin with unbroken 
ground, because none of the surveys previously made by the 
company or other Lincoln organizations could be used as an 
accurate measuring stick when applied to the present prob- 
lem. 

Accordingly a new section has been added to the general 
commercial department with Bull Huddleston, of Lincoln 
Commercial, and Loran Powell, of Engineering, appointed 
development supervisors. Their assignment: to arrive at a 
forecast of Lincoln’s telephone development, one, three, five 
and ten years hence. Their prognosis, of course, must be 
broken down to reflect the ultimate demand from each sec- 
tion of the city. 

They started out with blank half-section maps of the 
city and traveled each street and lane, marking down the 
locations and types of homes, vacant lots and possible build- 
ing sites. They talked to owners of tracts on the likelihood 
of their being subdivided for housing developments; they 
contacted farmers on the possibility of selling farm lands 
iying close to the city. They enlisted the help of the city 
planning engineer; they consulted court house records and 
those of the board of education. They talked to house- 
holders, contractors and real estate men. They won the 
confidence of builders and home site developers, men who 
didn’t like to talk too much about their plans. In fact, they 
seldom talk at all until the real estate purchases have been 
completed, for naturally they do not want anyone to get into 
a buying competition for the land they have their eye on. 


y = ‘a 
ms . 2d . Pax oe 


W. F. (Babe) Combs’ construction crew buries an armored cable 
in a bee-line toward the Lincoln Army Air Base, dimly visible on 
the horizon at right. Guiding the cable are E. E. Knipple and 
Norman Duer, Construction. Captain Sliger, communications officer 
of LFAB, stands beside the trench, facing the camera. 


From all of these folks, Messrs. Powell and Huddleston have 
received 100% co-operation. 

The information obtained from these sundry sources, 
coupled with our own experience, particularly since the boom 
began, applies with greater or less bearing on the development 
forecast. The survey for the “6” office area has already 
been completed; the “4” office area is rapidly yielding to 
scrutiny and work has also been done on other sections of 
the city. 

The findings of our development supervisors are anx- 
iously awaited by all operating departments and, until a 
better view of the future can be found, they will probably 
serve as the compass which will guide us over the uncharted 
shoals of the next decade. 
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A 1,200-pair cable extends into apparently open country on 
Lincoln's east outskirts. The cable is to provide capacity for tele- 


phone service in the new development ‘’Eastborough’’ near 70th 
and Vine. 
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United States Independent 


Iterle In. Hale 
Slected [President 


Telephone Adsdociation 


The 58th Annual Convention of the United 
States Independent Telephone Association was 
held at the Conrad Hilton Hotel at Chicago, 
October 10, 11 and 12. By action of its Board of 
Directors, Mr. Hale was chosen to lead this 
giant organization for the coming fiscal year. 
The Association represents more than 5,000 In- 
dependent (non-Bell) telephone companies serv- 
ing 8,000,000 telephones in 11,000 communities 
in the United States, its possessions and terri- 
tories. More than 3,000 persons were expected 
to be in attendance at the present convention. 


A signal honor has come to LT€/T with the 
election of its vice president, Merle M. Hale, as presi- 
dent of the United States Independent Telephone 
Association. The election was announced October 
12 by the Board of Directors of the Association at 
the national convention at Chicago. 


Mr. Hale’s elevation to the highest office in Inde- 
pendent telephony was not unexpected, for he has 
served during the past year as first vice president of 
the Association and in the normal course of events the 
holder of this office progresses to the presidency the 
following year. 


Mr. Hale has served in many capacities for the 
USITA, including the chairmanship of the Commer- 
cial and Personnel committees and as a member of the 
Board of Directors since 1952. The officers are elected 
by the Board at a meeting in which plans are also 
formed to conduct the affairs of the Association dur- 
ing the coming fiscal year. 

It is doubtful if the office could have been prof- 
fered to a busier man, for our vice president has a 
penchant for performing best when under a work- 
load which would seem unsurmountable to many 
people. Certainly the chores of his office with LT@T 
require long and exacting attention. They have never 
been neglected. He is presently carrying other heavy 


responsibilities in the time-consuming offices as presi 
dent of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and as 
Deputy Grand Master, Masons in Nebraska. 

Mr. Hale is the third member of our company 
to have been accorded the office of president of the 
national association, Frank H. Woods and John H. 
Agee preceding him in the years 1910 and 1938, re- 
spectively. In the past he has accumulated a wide 
range of administrative experience in leading groups 
and organizations, having served as president of the 
Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter; Master of Lan- 
caster Lodge, AF&’AM; president of Lincoln Kiwanis 
Club; president of the Nebraska Society of the S.A.R.; 
president of the Nebraska Telephone Association: 
Venerable Master, Lincoln Lodge of Perfection, Scot- 
tish Rite; general chairman of the United Fund Cam- 
paign, Community Chest; national president of the 
Independent Telephone Pioneer Association; Patron, 
Temple Chapter, O.E.S.; and as board member of nu- 
merous other groups. 

We're sure the News speaks for employees gen- 
erally in extending their congratulations on the elec- 
tion and good wishes for a successful term. We of 
LT&T are right proud of the accomplishments of 
Merle Hale and particularly for the honor granted 
him by Independent Telephony, his chosen profes: 
sion. 
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Golden Years 


It was in September 1905 that a 
very young man appeared at the office 
of Manager Charles C. Collins, for 
the Fairbury Bell exchange and asked 
for a job. There was one available; 
not much of a job, to be sure, but one 
which would allow the young applicant 
to continue eating, which seemed to be 
the general notion of reward, in those 
days, for labors which often totalled 15 
hours per day. 

So Charles Edward Cummings be- 
came a telephone man. His first work 
Was as messenger boy. The Bell ex- 
change at Fairbury had few subscribers 
and there was need for someone to go 
about town, locating various individuals 
to inform them that there was a tele- 
phone call awaiting them at the central 
office. Eddie also was charged with 
the responsibility of keeping the office 
clean. There was plenty of work to be 
done. 

It was a time of red-hot competition 
between the Bell exchange and _ that 
of the locally owned Fairbury Tele- 
phone Company. The Bell had lost 
most of their former subscribers to the 
home town company and at last came 
a day when all the grocery stores of the 
town announced their intention of re- 
moving their Bell telephones and to 
accept orders only over the wires of 
the Independent company. 

Some time later there came to town 
a dapper stranger who announced that 
1 Was contemplating the establish- 
ment of a new grocery store which 
would use the Bell telephone exclu’ 
sively. He identified himself as Guy 
Miller. He and Manager Collins ex- 
changed knowing winks, for the former 
already knew that Mother Bell had a 
plan to break the monopoly of the In- 
dependent exchange with the grocers 
of Fairbury. 

Soon Mr. Miller’s store was ready 
for business. In his announcement of 
the grand opening he stated that gro: 
ceries would be sold at cost, and that 
all orders must come over the Bell tele- 
phone. He wasn’t fooling. Groceries 
were sold at cost and there was plenty 


C. E. Cummings Reaches Half Century of 


Telephone Service 


of business. Young Eddie Cummings 
was pressed into service as delivery 
boy for the store in addition to his 
other duties, for it was an open secret 
that the benevolent storekeeper was 
in the employ of the Nebraska Bell. 

Nothing much came of the plan. The 
townspeople were in favor of buying 
groceries at cost but were still averse 
to being a party of the plot. The store 
was soon abandoned but the episode 
remained as one of the most famous 
in the long war of competition between 
Bell and Independent interests in Ne- 
braska. 

So Mr. Cummings began his career 
as a participant of a historic event. He 
was the central figure in the writing 
of another page of history on September 
16, 1955 at the Cornhusker Hotel when 
he was the object of a surprise party 
in commemoration of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the day of his employment. 
Eddie was enticed to the hotel by a 
ruse, for he has a deep aversion for 
pomp and ceremony and personal ac- 
claim. 

The room was filled with old friends 
and co-workers, 38 of them all told. 
Someone thought of the notion of add- 
ing the number of years of telephone 


Flanked by Clyde Burge and M. M. Hale, Mr. 
Cummings exhibits his anniversary cake, compli- 
ments of the Hotel Cornhusker. 
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on September 16. 


experience gathered in the room and 
the total was an astonishing 1,263, an 
average of a third of a century for 
cach of the guests. 

The 50-year emblem, the second to 
be carned in our company, was pre- 
sented by Merle M. Hale, vice presi- 
dent, and the Cornhusker baked a spe- 
cially decorated cake for the guest of 
honor. 

Mr. Cummings’ service record has 
never been broken. He left Fairbury 
after about a year and moved to Be- 
atrice where W. H. Patmore was then 
manager for the Bell, and H. W. Davi- 
son, wire chief. He was now an in- 
staller and bug-hunter and it seemed to 
Eddie that he drew ail the assignments 
at the outlying areas of the city. Al- 
though the wire chief had a spring 
wagon, he attended to the business 
close at hand while our hero, who was 
not very big, as boys grow, set out 
afoot for the distant locales carrying 
his tools, a huge coil of P.O.D., a 
ground rod and the telephone. He 
could scarcely be seen beneath the 
bulk of his burden. 

Mr. Cummings came to the Lincoln 
Bell exchange in September 1910 as a 
tester and after the consolidation with 
LT&T was made a switchboardman. 
The new toll board was being installed 
and Eddie learned its operation and 
functions from the floor up, and be- 
came the final authority in its prob- 
lems. This is a trait that has distin- 
guished his work in his every assign’ 
ment during the fifty years of his em- 
ployment. From switchboard foreman 
he was promoted to district inspector 
at Hastings in December 1917, return- 
ing to Lincoln in 1921 for special work 
in. switchboard installation, He was 
named chief switchman in 1932 and 
in 1949 went to the engineering de’ 
partment as senior engineer. 


LT&T vacationers again roamed far 
and wide during the summer months 
although, typical of former years, most 
of them headed toward the setting 
sun or the northern woods. The News 
did not fare so well as usual in ob- 
taining huge quantities of vacation 
photographs, but those that are pic- 
tured on the opposite page bring a 
nice variety of new faces and places. 
They are identified as follows: 


(1) Norma Jean Dettmer, cashier at Syracuse, 
makes a background of the Grand Coulee Dam in 
Washington state. 


(2) Delores Bauer, operator, Syracuse, comes 
splashing out of the Pacific at Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia. 


(3) Lola Boughtin, Beatrice Traffic, and chil- 
dren at the entrance of Zion National Park. 


(4) Virginia Shields, Syracuse Traffic, pictured 
at a baseball game in the County Stadium at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


(5) Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, York, taken 
at Balanced Rock in Colorado, with her daughter 
Marlene Carlson and grandchildren Pamela and 
Patrice. They also saw the sights of the Garden 
of the Gods, Colorado Springs and Denver. 


(6) A bevy of Auburn Traffic girls on a vacation 
in the Ozarks. Standing, L to R; Elva Remmers, 
Helen Dettmer, Marilyn Coad, Della Gerdes. 
Seated: Betty Gerdes and Jo Coatney. 

(7) Frances Duryea, Dawson, with a backdrop of 
the Grand Canyon, with her granddaughter, Chris- 
tine. The Duryeas, on a western trip, touched Salt 
Lake, San Francisco, Redondo Beach and Yuma. 
Christine accompanied them back to Dawson. She 
is the oldest of the children of their son, Cecil, Jr., 
jet fighter pilot, stationed at Yuma. 

(8) Elmer Neujahr, manager at Syracuse, strikes 
a pose in Devils Lake, at the Dells of Wisconsin. 

(9) These are the big ones that didn’t get away. 
Lydia McGuire, operator at Crete, has this proof 
of their fishing prowess. Her husband (left) holds 
the catch made at Reiler Lake, where they vaca- 
tioned. 

(10) Mr. and Mrs. Charles Riedel pose for their 
portraits in Northern California, near the Trees of 
Mystery. Charles is a member of General Shop. 


LT&T VACATIONERS 
—where they went and what they did. 


(11) Ann and William Konen, on their honey- 
moon in the Black Hills, stop at the grave of Wild 
Bill Hickock at Deadwood. Ann is an operator in 
Hastings Traffic. 


(12) Elaine Teten, of Nebraska City Traffic in 
a “Name's Almost the Same” location, the Grand 
Teton Mountains of Yellowstone National Park. 


(13) Emma Ebbeka, operator at Geneva, Mrs. J. 
W. Pearson and her son Paul, taken near Canon 
City, Colorado, in late May. Mrs. Pearson is the 
former Muriel Ogg, formerly of Geneva Traffic. 


(14) Children of Kenneth E. Versaw, Engineer- 
ing, taken on location at Idaho Springs, Colorado. 
Left to right: Mickey, Marilyn, Luanne and Joyce. 


(15) On a Palomino steed at Estes Park is Gary 
Foster, son of Gust Foster, Construction. 


(16) And Gust Foster, himself, about to embark 
on the tilted train ride up Pikes Peak. 


(17) Marcia Watson, Lincoln Cafeteria, with her 
husband and grandchildren, Bobby and Marcia, 
standing on the Continental Divide at Loveland 
Pass, Colorado. 


Sa a's. 


Probably the most exciting vacation moment can 
be claimed by Velma Bock, Geneva Commercial. 
She accompanied her husband in his big Diamond 
T Diesel. The camera finds them high up in the 
tractor cab wondering if they will or will not crash 
to the ground, some 15 feet below. Fortunately, 
both the Bocks and the truck came out of the 
wreck in good order; but Velma will always remem- 
ber the few “fascinating moments” spent in this 
precarious position. 


Good News 


We are extremely 
happy to report that 


Robert A. Stall, 
Lincoln  Switch- 
room, apparently 


has thrown off an 
attack of polio and 
will suffer no after- 
effects of the crip- 
pling disease. 

Bob became ill on 
Sunday, September 
18, and by next day was unable to be 
at work. He was taken to the hospital 
for treatment and observation on the 
following Wednesday and two days 
later the case was pronounced to be 
poliomyelitis. It was at first feared that 
the dread paralysis was making an ap- 
pearance but Bob soon rallied and by 
early in the next week seemed to be 
on the way to complete recovery. Bob 
is a veteran of 13 years with the com- 
pany. 


Robert A. Stall 


Miss Hall Meets 31 Bears 


Margaret Hall, Accounting (retired), 
with her sister-in-law, Mrs. Pearl Hall, 
report a wonderful vacation that began 
with a flight to Yellowstone. Here 
they met and visited with Miss Hall’s 


two sisters, Miss Jo Hall, once of the 


general plant office, and Mrs. Etta 
Roder. The quartette enjoyed the new- 
found sport of fishing and once were 
stalled in a traffic congestion in Yellow- 
stone which was caused by 31 bears 
taking possession of the highway. Folks 
will be glad to know that Margaret 
enjoyed every minute of her unusual 
vacation. 


Thanks 


By the time the News is published, Hattie 
Staley, general office elevator operator, will prob- 
ably be back on the job. It is good to know that 
she has overcome her iliness. Hattie feels that 
it would be impossible to contact personally all 
the people to whom she feels indebted to thank 
them for their cards, their calls, and good wishes. 
She asks the News to help her acknowledge her 
gratitude. We're glad to be of service. So to 
all of you, from Hattie—Thanks, from the heart! 
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There was a little World’s Series played 
at St. Paul in late August and one of the 
four competing teams was the Optimist Club 


nine, of Lincoln. Closer still to our family 
circle was Bob Rauch, catcher-outfielder for 
the Optimists. He has worked the last two 
summers and part time in the supply depart- 
ment at 2]st and L. His father, Russell 
Rauch, warehouse foreman, guarded third 
base for years as a member of some of 
LT&T’s great championship teams of the 
past. 


The Optimists were a Junior American 
Legion League team and swept a wide swath 
through this part of the country. They won 
the state championship and later moved to 
Scottsbluff to win the four-state regionals. 
Later at Hastings they survived an elimina- 
tion to become champions of 12 western 
states. It was here the action in the picture 
above transpired. Bob is shown coming into 
third base as the result of a healthy blow 
that scored the winning run in the final 
game against Tucson, Arizona, which sent 
the Optimists to St. Paul to compete in a 
four-team elimination with the best teams the 
country had to offer. There they went down 
to defeat in a pair of close games. 


Thank You, Lydia 


We hope Lydia Kriegshauser, chief op- 
erator at Seward will forgive us for publishing 
her letter addressed to the personnel director. 
Most of us will probably agree that thoughts 
such as these should not waste away in the 
bottom of a filing cabinet. Lydia‘s letter: 
Dear Mr. Roberts: 

"l want to thank the company for the lovely 
plant | received while in the hospital. | enjoyed 
it very much. 

‘lam feeling better and hope to be back to 
work on the 15th. Again | am _ grateful and 
thankful to work for a company that ts so nu- 
man, friendly and warm. My district manager 
brought me one of his own radios. Mr. Cleveland 
also stopped to see me. 

“You know, you learn a lot from a_ hospital 
bed. | couldn't help but marvel at how well 
student nurses, aides, practical nurses and reqis- 
tered nurses worked together. Had it not been 
for the different types of uniforms one would not 
have known who was in charge; they worked so 
well together. 

“| hope that in our office we blend with our 
operations so that we all work together as one 


(Signed) Lydia Krieaqshauser 
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N.T.A. Holds District Meetings 
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Connecting company representatives, all from LT&T territory, in attend- 
ance at the Beatrice meeting September 27. Standing, from left: J. E. Hubka, 
Virginia Telephone Company; Stanley Brandt, Martel Telephone Company; 
A. F. Dillon, Liberty Independent Teiephone Company; William Sandman, 
Diller Telephone Company; W. J. Faig, Martel Telephone Company; James L. 
Morrison, secretary-treasurer, Nebraska Telephone Association. Seated: G. C. 
Burton, Palmyra Telephone Company; Mrs. G. C. Burton; Chester Heiselman, 
Palmyra Telephone Company; W. H. Paschald, Firth Telephone Company; P. 
Mootheart, Firth Telephone Company. Not in picture: Fred Buntemeyer 
Deshler Telephone Company. ; 


_ During recent weeks the Nebraska Telephone Associa- 
tion has conducted four district meetings for member com- 
panies at Norfolk, Holdrege, Beatrice and Ogallala. James 
L. Morrison, secretary-treasurer of the Association, reports 
that the gatherings accomplished their prime objective 
of disseminating timely and important information con- 
cerning several of the more pressing problems now con- 
fronting management of smaller telephone companies. 

_ The subjects touched on present and impending legis- 
lation pertaining to highway relocation and the resultant 
financial burden thrown upon the telephone companies 
involved. Mr. Morrison described the efforts of the USITA 
and Bell organizations to convince Congress that there 
should be written into law a bill allowing reimbursement 
to telephone companies for the expense of relocating their 
lines. Surveys were conducted among member companies 
to determine how many would be involved and the esti- 
mated financial outlay necessary to conform to present 
highway relocation plans. The total reached an astonish- 
ing figure. At least 28 companies will probably be affected 
with highway projects proposed for action between now 
and June 1957. 

The new Minimum Wage Law was discussed, although 
most of the smaller companies will not be affected. After 
March 1, 1956, the minimum hourly wage rises to $1. The 
figure recommended by President Eisenhower was 90 cents. 
There is an exemption to the present Wage-Hour Act to 
telephone exchanges with less than 750 stations. There 
is an imperative need of the industry to preserve the ex- 
emption, and much missionary work to be done among 
congressmen during the month before January 1956, when 
Congress again reconvenes. One line of thinking is that 
the exemption may be changed from an exchange to a 
company basis, which would work great hardship among 
many companies which are now wholly or partially exempt. 

Recent state legislation was reviewed with particular 
emphasis on unemployment compensation. Effective Janu- 
ary 1, companies with four or more employees will be 
subject to unemployment compensation insurance coverage, 
whereas the present law sets the figure at eight or more 
employees. 

The afternoon sessions were devoted to a clinic on 
insurance, with consideration being given to the risks 
involved in telephone operations and to what degree such 
risks were insurable. Retirement, Life, Public Liability, 
Sleet Storm, Fire and Extended Coverage, Workman’s 
compensation, etc. were among the categories discussed 
and considered. 
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For Beatrice Boys 


Last month the News expounded at some length on the prowess of the 
Lincoln employees’ softball team; champions of the city and all that sort of 
thing. Now we owe it to the fair exchange of Beatrice to sing the praises 
of the team that humbled the Lincoln aggregation at the company picnic; 
their only meeting. 

The Beatrice LT&T team, pictured above, had a good season, albeit that 
they have no trophies or medals to prove it. They won 20 games and lost 
10 during the course of the season. They played in three tournaments; 
Pawnee City, Filley and Beatrice, reaching the finals in two of them. Fisher’s 
heavy bat was a contributing factor to several of the victories. 

In the picture, front row, L to R: Don Gilmore, B. Peterson, A. Neughahr, 
Lowell Genrich. Back row: George Wasson, B. Foster, Al Parde, D. Fisher, 
D. Gilham. Not in picture: Ed Jungck, B. Wick and E. Schank. 
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LI&I Greats of a Quarter-Century Ago 


It was just 25 years ago that a famous LT&T team took to the maples 
to establish a record that may never be equalled. Five of its members ranged 
in height from 6-1 to 6-5, and their winning ways was the talk of the city. 
They were true representatives of the era which is often called ‘‘the Golden 
Age of Sports.’ By the season’s end the team had collected its fifth con- 
secutive industrial league championship and had won its 68th straight 
victory. No other team in these parts, before or after them, has so com- 
pletely ruled the basketball court. Most of these names will still be remem- 
bered, and the three ‘‘little fellows,’ Rauch, Mankamyer and Bottorff, are 
still with the company. The team personnel, front row, from left: Ray Over- 
cash, Don Wilson, Gordon Eno, Russeli Rauch, Clem Bottorff. Back row: 
Charles Hood, George Dobson, Carl Palmquist, Jack Mankamyer and L. C. 
Oberlies, personnel director. 
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Seven Stripes For Hugo F. Staley 


It is scarcely believable that young Hugo Staley has been a member of 
the switchroom forces for 35 long years, but the record is written there on 
the books in faded ink. It must be so, for he now has a pin to prove it. 
The presentation was made by George P. Barney, general plant superintendent 
amid a roomful of Hugo’s co-workers on September 16, the anniversary date 
of his employment. Forming the gallery in the picture, left to right, are: 
Charles R. Meshier, Milton Metcalf, Warren Shuck, Howard Smith, R. R. 
(Mike) Guthrie, |lvan Paddack and George Albury. 


Telephone folk at Auburn were justly proud of the company float which 
formed part of the Nemaha County Centennial parade August 17 and 18. 
Cccupants of the platform, from left are: Gregory Rogers, Marilyn Sailors 


and Rita Yates. Gregory is the son of Harry Rogers, Auburn combinationman. 
Marilyn and Rita are operators. 
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~The Dulins’ Dew-Drop 


Appropriate to the Vacation Issue is this glimpse of Ed Dulin, retired, 
showing Arthur Keckler, of General Plant, the utility of his dew-drop trailer. 
The Dulins reversed the usual procedure and took their vacation in Nebraska, 
traveling overland from their new home in California with the trailer serving 
as restaurant and motel along the way in their leisurely journey. 


Our company physician, Dr. L. E. Finney, made his annual errand of 
mercy to the 15th & M building on September 21 and to the 21st and L build- 
ing on September 26. The good doctor brought along a supply of well- 
honed needles for the two-day task of inoculating more than 250 Lincoln 
employees who had signified their desire to receive the anti-flu shots. The 
inoculations are paid fer by the company as part of the employee health 
program. 

This picture was chosen among several taken because Rocky Light, the 
patient, seems to be enjoying the touch of the needle. Helen Pickard, next in 
line, appears no less gleeful. We have a suspicion, however, that the ladies 
are responding to one of the doctor’s better jokes. He comes equipped with a 
new supply of them each year. Employees in the territory were inoculated 
by local doctors after the vaccine had been shipped from the personnel office 
to the various exchanges. 


Lets Meet Our New Employees 


ACCOUNTING 
Name Position Exchange Emp. 
Nina H. Anderson .................... Machine Operator 22.00 oeecoccccceeeeceeeeee. 9- 6 
Eleanor M. Kellogg ................. Machine Operator ....... LITTER UTE Te: 9-12 
Delores A, Kulla ....0.....000000...... Machine Operator .ooooeecceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeee 9-12 
Vea Ag Oe Oe) a 0 | = lee oe ee Machine Operator .oo..oo..cieccececccccceececeeeeeeeeee 9-19 
Winifred J. Winston ................ Building Messenger... ..................cccccceeeeeeeeeceeee 9-14 
COMMERCIAL 
Marlene Y. Holsten ............. OVE a cooks tccde ati sevstacdoec ce LCOUY sfc Stitt 
Marla 8S. FOUtzZ. .icsccccicenesscceseess | Gl [yl en SERED | cle) | 5 ee ere eee 9-13 
ENGINEERING 
Roger W. Dehning .............. PO VANCOd. CISEICAD ccs. sci cierecsteexsbas corsimtensuis 9- 6 
Vireinia A. KIAW: iiinccccecccus OCP OUALY neg eren i eters ee 
PERSONNEL 
Joan C. Rosecrans (P.T.)......Cafeteria Attendant... 8-22 
PLANT 
Walter R. Bartels .................... Groundman (Cst.) ....Lincoln ................9-12 
Rose By Carle: ssi succes ean Service Operator .......Lincoln ................ 8-22 
Paul L. Conners ......... jteroundman: (Css) ..0ncimGOlN. o2.c5.044;- 9-12 
Lestern N. Cox ........... ..Groundman (Cst.) ........Lincoln. ............ 8-29 
Carl E. Crouse ............... _....Groundman (Cst.) .......Nebraska City ...9- 7 
Edgar F. Eitzmann ...Groundman (Cst.) Lincoln .................9-12 
Arnold C. Henderson (P.T.) Garage Serviceman (Supply) ase 8-17 
Donald F. Jacobson Groundman (Cst.) Nebraska City. 9- 7 
Marshall A. Potter Garage Serviceman 
(Re-emp.) .....0000...... . (Supply) .. ns 8-30 
Lavern W. Scholl .. Garage Serviceman (Supply) ... 9-22 
Charlotte M. Sharp Service Operator Lincoln 8-22 
Herman K. Studier | Routineman, COE Lincoln 8-22 
TRAFFIC 
Nancy L. Bickford "Operator _.Weeping Water 9- 6 
Jo Ann Bock ........ Operator Wahoo ..... 8-29 
Donna: Bi. COG. i0cnceioies Operator : York 9-19 
Judith A. Driever ................... Operator ... Lincoln ....8-29 
Beverly J. Finley (Re-emp.) Operator . York ; 9-11 
Irene D. James (Re-emp.).. Operator Fairbury 8-29 
Marilyn J. Jirsa wseeeesee Operator Fianedreunncees Lincoln . 9-12 
Virginia A. Jones Operator David City 9-12 
Julene Y, Jurgensmeier ..... Operator Lincoln 9-12 
Sondra L. Kahler Operator _.. Lincoln 8-29 
Joyann Krieger Stenographe Lincoln 9- 6 
Phyllis D. Linder ....... ....Operator oe Wahoo 9- 6 
Henrietta A. Maly Operator Wahoo 8-22 
Elise E. Martens ._. Operator David City ... 9-12 
DeLores R. Morgan 
(Re-emp.) Operator David City 9-12 
Loretta Murphy .... Operator Lincoln 9-12 
Sandra K. Scott Operator . Lincoln 8-29 
Phyllis J. Shanks Operator Auburn 9-19 
Irma E. Unger .... Operator York 9-19 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 


TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


Appropriate to the feature story of 
the Lincoln development survey, car- 
ried in this issue, our cover discloses 
the mechanics of making a forecast of 
the city’s growth; namely, a lot of foot- 
work by Messrs. Bill Huddleston and 
Loran Powell, the development super- 
visors. The picture was taken near 68th 
and Willow, looking east over the 
“First Addition to Cotner Terrace.” 
The home in the right foreground is 
that of Tom Roller, Lincoln combina- 
tionman. 


| JOURNEY’S END | 


Diana Lee and Dennis Dean Mather, twin 
children born August 24 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Darrell Mather, died August 25 and 26, re- 
spectively. Graveside rites were held August 
27 at the Avoca cemetery. Darrell is a com- 
binationman at Plattsmouth. 


aan, 


Henry L. Schleiger, father of Edith Sew- 
ard, Hastings Traffic, passed away August 
27. Services were held at the Koe Funeral 
Home in Sutton. 


The Grapevine--Good or Evil? 


It was nearly a hundred years ago 
that a telegraph line, attached to trees, 
was strung between Placerville, Cali- 
fornia and Virginia City, Nevada. In 
the course of time the wire broke 
loose from the trees and coiled along 
the ground like loops of trailing grape- 
vine. It was called the Grapevine 
Telegraph. During the Civil War the 
telegraph lines were used by troops. 
Sometimes the circuits were tapped 
by the enemy and strange, unreliable 
messages came to the ears of the 
unsuspecting foe. So the name, short- 
ened to Grapevine, became synonymous 
with the spread of gossip and rumor. 


Today the grapevine operates as 
an intangible, invisible path that runs 
through the organization channels of 
even the best regulated companies. 
Its function is described in the diction- 
ary as “the wide and rapid spreading 
of rumor, information, etc.” 

Management in all industries recog- 
nizes the existence of the grapevine 
and is usually reconciled to the premise 
that it cannot be eradicated. Ways 
in which the grapevine plagues good 
management are apparent for it seems 
that most any bit of information, fact- 
ual or fictional, travels over it with 
the approximate speed of light. Some- 
times it breaks news prematurely; 
sometimes it ruins reputations or dam- 
ages employee morale. It is apt to 
deal with disturbing subjects and can 
set or jell information so that often 
no reasoning can crack the mold. 


But recently it has been realized 
that grapevines serve good purposes, 
too, and demonstrate important aspects 
of human nature. In its basic form 
it consists of people talking about 
their work and their company. The 
very existence of the grapevine shows 
that employees are hungry for infor- 
mation about their jobs, about their 
co-workers and the company in gen- 
eral. This interest is a weighty factor 
in directing the course and selecting 
material and content for employee 
communications such as the Lincoln 
Telephone News. 


It has been pretty well proved that 
things do not get onto the grapevine 
without cause. One example of a 
thing that doesn’t get onto the grape- 
vine helps prove it. That is: stale 
news. Usually people drop news that 
is stale because they figure no one is 
interested. People listen to what in- 
terests them, namely, to what affects 
their work and the people they know. 
People talk with each other to ex- 
change information and solve prob- 
lems, as well as in the spirit of friend- 
liness. But it is one thing to say 
something, quite another to have it 
received. There are several kinds of 
listening. 

One type of listening is marginal 
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or half-attentive listening, the way 
a housewife might listen to a radio 
while she goes about her chores. Then 
there is the so-called attentive listen- 
ing where a person pays attention to 
what is being said but probably in- 
terprets it into terms of his own per- 
sonal experience, not in the way the 
speaker meant it. We must not take 
it for granted that someone else thinks 
we mean what we do mean. 

So, taking its cue from the grape- 
vine, the employee magazine must 
shun stale news and “canned” ma- 
terial. It should not hope to outwit 
or eliminate the grapevine but to sup- 
plement it with information that is 
clear, factual, timely and complete. 
Indeed, the basis for many items and 
stories that appear in the News is 
plucked from the editor’s listening 
post on the grapevine itself. Far from 
being a creature of the shadows, the 
grapevine that operates in LT&T 
circles usually takes the form of pairs 
or groups of our people talking about 
jobs, careers, prospects and the tele- 
phone business in general, and that’s 
the natural way of living. 

The grapevine, like the telephone, 
is probably here to stay. They both 
work best when properly used. 


Death of Virgil A. Hayes 


NAIPOT 2h TAAVES,. gad sii 
of the York plant 
department passed 
away at Veterans 
Hospital, Lincoln, at 
midnight, Friday, 
September 30. His 
health has been fail- 
ing since last July, YY £2 fj 
but only on Sep- 4 4 ed Zi; 
tember 19 did it bee 05 
come the cause of 
deep concern. His condition steadiy 
worsened until the following Saturday 
when he lapsed into unconsciousness. 
He was brought to the Veterans Hos- 
pital on Sunday, September 25. Brain 
surgery was performed on Tuesday, 
but he never regained consciousness. 

Virgil was born and raised in Utica. 
He came to York. and to employment 
with the company in December 1945, 
after four years’ service in World War 
II, two of which were spent in combat 
in the European Theater. 

The deepest sympathy of his fellow 
workers and of the company is extended 
to the bereaved, which include his wife 
and parents, daughters Bonnie, 11; and 
Donna, 8; and son Douglas, 4. Funerél 
services were held Tuesday, October 4, 
at Emmanuel Lutheran Church at York. 


Virgil A. Hayes 


Carrier Indoctrination 


Another Training Class for Plant Employees 
By J. S. Reed 


Within the past several years, 
LT&T’s plant department has provided 
training classes for its employees, in- 
cluding subscriber station maintenance, 
pay station operation and maintenance, 
multiple key turret systems, and PABX 
operation and maintenance. 

The most recent class is a carrier 
indoctrination course conducted by Al- 
vin Reed of the toll equipment super- 
visor’s department. Subjects covered 
include types of carrier systems in use, 


vacuum tubes, circuits, and testing pro- 
cedures. The course is intended to 
bring about a better understanding of 
carrier fundamentals and maintenance 
procedures. 


Employees who took the latest car- 
rier indoctrination class in the Lincoln 
15th and M equipment building are 
Messrs. Frank Nevitt, Frank Fisher, 
Dan Smith, G. L. Oglesby, Donald 
Norton, all from the Southern district; 
and Perry Caldwell of toll equipment 
supervisors department, Pictures on 
this page show the classroom and work- 
shop activities of the carrier class. 


Advice From the B. B. B. 


One of those fine organizations 
which works for community good is 
the Better Business Bureau of Lincoln. 
It’s unfortunate, we think, that their 
advice is not sought more often. People 
would surely save themselves many 
painful experiences. 


The Bureau is interested in getting 
one message to householders in our 
Vicinity, for it seems that many of 
them recently have been fleeced by 
unscrupulous, glib-talking strangers. 
“It is recommended,” says the Bureau, 
“that those contemplating additions, 
alterations or repairs to their homes 
Should follow these eight rules of 
caution.” 

1: Refuse to listen to the blandish- 
ments of doorbell-ringing, high-pres- 
Sure salesmen. 

2: Go to a responsible local con- 
tractor for a cost estimate. 

3: If you plan to do the work your- 
self, buy your materials from a local 
dealer. 


4: Remember that a guarantee is 
only as good as the company that 
gives it. 

9: Borrow from a local financial in- 
stitution—one that you know and that 
knows you. 


6: Shop for the lowest interest rate. 


7: Read every document you sign, 
including those extra ‘file’ copies. 
A favorite and disarming trick is for 
the gyp-artist to insist you read every 
word of the contract and loan appli- 
cation, then slip several sheets in front 
of you, saying, “O. K., sign here!” 
The catch is that he slips in a com- 
pletion certificate. With it the victim 
approves the work in advance and 
the con-man can collect the loan if 
he never does any of the work! 

8: Above all, deal with people you 
know and trust. 


Death of Former Employee 

Mrs. Merna Gertrude McClain passed 
away July 23 at a Greeley, Colorado 
hospital where she has been a patient 
for a month. Mrs. McClain was last 
employed in the commercial office at 
Seward under Manager Chris Haber- 
man. She is a sister of Rex Winders, 
Aner N. McKinzey and Hazel Hitch- 
cock, all former employees of LT&T, 
and aunt of Rolland Winders of Con- 


struction. 
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W. W. Eden 


Named To New Post 


In a division of 
departmental re- 
sponsibilities, Paul 
H. Henson, chief 
engineer, has an- 
nounced the ap- 
pointment of W. 
W. (Bud) Eden to 
the newly created 
position of building 
design engineer. 
Roger K. Ghorm- 
ley, formerly building and equipment 
engineer, has been named general 
equipment engineer and will continue to 
head the equipment engineering func- 
tions of the department. 


W. W. Eden 


Mr. Eden’s appointment climaxes a 
record of 20 years progress through 
successive steps of increasing responsi- 
bility in the engineering department. 
After attending Southern California 
Junior College and the University of 
Nebraska, Bud entered LT&T as a 
draftsman in 1935. He served in World 
War II as a member of the Naval Con- 
struction Corps (Sea-Bees) in the West- 
ern Pacific. Later he became an engi- 
neering assistant and in 1953 was ap- 
pointed engineer in the building and 
equipment division. 

Bud is noted for his high talent in 
several unrelated fields. Nature and 
training have provided him with a voice 
of unusual quality. He has sung the 
tenor lead in many performances and 
was tenor soloist two years at First 
Plymouth Congregational Church and 
five years at Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church at Lincoln. He is a recognized 
authority in the field of technical pho- 
tography. He is an aviation enthusiast, 
a licensed pilot and plane owner. 

In his new capacity Mr. Eden will 
supervise the planning, design and 
construction of telephone buildings 
throughout the LT&T territory. 


Death of Vernon Bellows 

Vernon F. (Bud) Bellows, president 
of the Nebraska Telephone Associ- 
ation, died at his home at Blair, Ne- 
braska, September 8, from a heart ail- 
ment. 

Mr. Bellows has been active in the 
affairs of the state telephone group 
for many years and was widely known 
in the Independent field. 


Carol R. Allen 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Frances Biallas 
Service Assistant 


Gertrude Little Thunder 
Service Assistant Elizabeth Nichols 
Lincoln Service Assistant 
Lincoln 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Accounting 


Jackie Lee Drake, building messenger 
to machine operator. 


Plant 

F. J. Barnett, garage mechanic to shop- 
man, Supply. 

J. L. Brendle, janitor, Lincoln, to ware- 
houseman, Supply. 

Edwin P. Canarsky, lineman, Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, Wahoo. 

Richard A. Cruickshank, groundman to 
lineman, Construction. 

L. G. Ellis, shipping clerk to receiving 
clerk, Supply. 

Dan L. Fisher, groundman, Construction, 
to janitor, Lincoln. 

James E. Geist, switchman, Lincoln, to 
installer-repairman, COE, Supply. 

Ivan C. Hellerich, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln Switchroom. 

Lowell D. Keedy, driver, Construction, to 
combinationman, Syracuse. 


Dean L. Kissinger, groundman to driver, 
Construction. 

D. F. Neemann, routineman, COE, to 
switchman, Lincoln Switchroom. 

R. H. Smith, testman, central wire chief's 
office, to switchman, Lincoln Switchroom. 

Robert R. Wendell, lineman, Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, Lincoln. 

Leonard K. White, lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, wire chief's office, 
Lincoln. 


Traffic 

Carol R. Allen, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 

Frances Biallas, operator to service assist- 
ant, Lincoln. 

June E. James, operator, Wymore to 
Lincoln. 

Loretta’ Koresky, operator, Wahoo to 
Lincoln. 

Gertrude Little Thunder, operator to serv’ 
ice assistant, Lincoln. 

Elizabeth Nichols, operator to service as’ 
sistant, Plattsmouth. 


LYST History 
To Be Published 


The History of LT&T is the title 
of a 60-page book now being pre- 
pared for publication. The copy and 
illustrations will follow much the 
same form as were contained in the 
chapters published in installments 
in the News throughout the year 
1954. The book will be offered free 
to employees and others when it 
comes off the press in approximately 
two months’ time. 

All employees, active and retired, 
will have an opportunity in the near 
future to request a copy of the book. 
Other readers of the News who de- 
sire a copy should make their request 
to the Editor, Lincoln Telephone 
News; 1342 M Street, Lincoln, Ne- 


braska. 


Credit From the Credit Bureau 


Any day becomes a better day when 
a letter such as this one is found in 
the morning’s mail. Our thanks to Mr. 
Meyer for his thoughtfulness. Con- 
gratulations to those named and to the 
others who worked on the installation 
at the Credit Bureau. The letter was 
addressed to A. B. Waters, district 
commercial manager, Lincoln, and we 
quote: 

“Recently, Mr. Waters, and after several 
weeks of painstaking effort, multiple line 
telephones were installed in our office, pro- 
viding additional trunk lines. The change- 
over from our previous installation was made 
with practically no interruption of service to 
our members. The new installation is op- 


erating perfectly and the members of our 
staff have found it to be a real time saver. 


‘On behalf of our staff we want to thank 
Roy Brendle. service engineer, and Ray Zim- 
merman, and their associates, for a job well 
planned and faithfully executed.” 


The Credit Bureau of Lincoln, Nebraska, Inc. 
Max Meyer, President. 


Q s) 
3" the Orme 
ze “ff ] 2 }8e 


A Drive To End Drives 


The annual joint Community Chest 
and Red Cross campaign is now in full 
swing at Lincoln. This year an im- 
portant change is in the making. The 
pledge cards to be signed by employees 
are in the form of payroll deduction 
authorizations and designed to permit 
continuing payments to the Red Feather 
fund each payday from year to year. 

Co-colonels in charge of Lincoln em- 
ployee solicitation are Ray S. Baldwin 
and Waldo J. McDowell. They have 
set their sights on the goal of 100% 
participation by employees in the pay- 


‘roll deduction plan. As little as 10 


cents a week may be pledged and the 
deductions may be changed or discon- 
tinued upon notice by the employee. 

New employees will be solicited for 
the Community Chest-Red Cross pledge 
at the time of their induction. Others 
may be reminded that their pledges 
may be changed at the time of pay in- 
creases and promotions. However, it 
is expected that the annual drive such 
as we have known for many years will 
end with the present campaign, 

It has long been known that the one 
shot out-of-pocket gift, and one-dollar 
giving does not bring in enough money 
to meet the responsibilities of the agen- 
cies. The theory of the present plan 
is based on simple arithmetic. LT&T 
merely deducts from the employee's 
pay check the amount he or she volun- 
tarily subscribes to the Fund. It is 
simply a form of installment paying 

something to which most of us 
are accustomed. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Landenberger are 
the proud parents of a daughter, Sheryl Lyn, 
born September 1. Jim is a combinationman 
at Friend. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester G. Ellis are the par- 
ents of a daughter, Jeanne Therese, born 
September 6. Lester is receiving clerk, sup- 

A daughter, Nancy Wanda, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Ritter on September 16. 
Darlene is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

A daughter, Deana Lee, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Caldwell on September 24. 
Jack is employed in Lincoln Commercial 
and Sharon is on leave from Lincoln Plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Whitney announce the 
birth of a daughter, Nancy Jo. Judy is on 
leave of absence from Lincoln Plant. 


A. S. Keckler I. W. Halverstadt 
Lincoln Tecumseh 
45 Years 40 Years 


A5 YEARS A. S. Keckler, Lincoln. 

A3 YEARS J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 

AO YEARS I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
39 YEARS A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 

36 YEARS R. L. Dalton, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS W. C. Stewart, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS F. P. Darnold. Hastings. 

29 YEARS A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 


28 YEARS E. G. Piper, Wahoo; Jessie Van- 
Trump, Hastings. 


27 YEARS W. J. McDowell, LeRoy Schlentz, 


Florence Tatman, Lincoln. 

26 YEAR} E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 

23 YEARS L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
22 YEARS Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
21 YEARS B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


B. F. Anderson 
Plattsmouth 
10 Years 


Jack Billings 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


Merger Planned 
For General-Gary Systems 


Plans for the merger of the nation’s 


two largest Independent telephone 


W. C. Stewart Edna Pflughaupt 
Lincoln York 


35 Years 20 Years 


20 YEARS \W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lin- 
coln; Edna Pflughaupt, York. 


19 YEARS} Pauline Reckard, Plattsmouth; 
G. A. Wasson, Beatrice. 

18 YEAR§ Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln. 

14 YEARS Velma Abker, Nebraska City; 
C. E. Connors, Lincoln; Amy Dixon, Weep- 
ing Water; Lela Watson, Beatrice. 

13 YEARS Mary Bartyzelle, Nebraska City: 
E. G. Brehm, Viola Fischer, Donavin Frank- 
forter, Ruth Kadavy, S. K. Lawrence, R. E. 
Wohlberg, Lincoln: W. H. Husing, Sterling; 
Virginia Lempka, Tecumseh; L. E. Vosika, 
Wilber. 

12 YEARS Leona Gesecking, Tamora; Lillian 
Hubbard, Lincoln. 

11 YEARS Virginia Anderson, A. W. Berg: 
lund, Helen Pierson, Lincoln; Myrtle Smith, 
Carleton. 


10 YEARS B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth: Jack 


Billings, Beatrice; Vivian Dee, David City: 


Vivian Dee Cc. F. Hutchinson 
David City Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


into being, under General’s standard, 
a huge Independent operating com- 
pany serving approximately 2,500,000 
telephones located in 30 states. Esti- 
mated value of the new corporation is 


B. A. Isaman 
Lincoln 


Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


W. W. Eden 


ervice Anniversaries 


P. J. Eisenbarth, C. F. Hutchison (Sept. 
anniv.), C. F. Schleufer, Lincola; .C,. A. 
Salisbury, York. 

9 YEARS J. D. Adamson, Tecumseh: A. G. 
DeBacker, Hastings: R. K. Ghormley, Lin- 
coln; J. E. Hatfield, Stromsburg; L. H. Lane, 
Weeping Water: F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo: 
J. E. Turner, Beatrice. 

8 YEARS \W. C.. Baker, A. C. Brunke, 
M. A. Lohmeier. R. H. Zimmerman, Lin- 
coln: J. D. Brockmeyer, Hebron; Eleanore 
Schutz, Seward: E. L. Wheatcraft, Nebraska 
City. 

7 YEARS L. R. Cink, Wahoo: Anna Mohl- 
man, Hastings. Sie: epeheea y 
6 YEARS J. \W. Eckles, M. L. Melvin, Has- 
tings: Mildred Lanik, Wahoo: B, D. Mather, 
Plattemouth= ix G. Bising, b.- 5. White, 
Lincoln. ; 

5 YEARS D. H. Anderson, Vera. Burk, 
Dorothe Keller, Maude Reason, R._ T. 


Wakeman, Lincoln. 


C. F. Schleufer C. A. Salisbury 
Lincoln York 
10 Years 10 Years 


quarters at Columbus, is a Gary sub- 
sidiary. By the merger General would 
also acquire the Automatic Electric 
Company, the largest manufacturer of 
telephone equipment in the United 


interests, the General Telephone Cor- 
poration and Theodore Gary and Com- 
pany, were announced late in August. 
Consummation of the merger will bring 


close to $650,000,000. 

General now operates in 21 states 
and the Gary interests in 17. The Con- 
tinental telephone group, with head- 
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States with the exception of Western 
Electric Company. Subsidiaries of Auto- 
matic Electric have plants in Canada, 
Belgium and Italy. 


Peay boas. 


: | Bas 
School Bells 


tere 


and Decibels; The Subject for Sentember 


An annual event which seems to bring equal pleasure to guests and host is B-E Day, when the 
Lincoln offices are visited by educators and teachers from the city’s public and parochial schools. 
This year the guest group, 22 strong, was conducted through the business offices of the general office 
building and later shown the wizardry of the equipment in the 15th and M building. The company 
was host at a dinner given at the Cornhusker Hotel at noon after which mutual problems of the tele- 
phone company and the schools were discussed by Paul H. Henson, chief engineer, and K. L. Lawson, 
general commercial superintendent. These problems, naturally, centered on Lincoln’s rapidly growing 
population and the expansion of the city’s outlying areas. A. B. Waters, district commercial manager, 
had charge of arrangements. The picture was taken as the teachers were preparing to watch a 
demonstration of toll dialing, presented in the operators’ lounge, by Traffic Chief Lloyd W. Cleveland. 


Takin’ It Easy 


After accumulat- 
ing more than 40 
years of service 
with LT&T, Harry 
G. White, erstwhile 
of Lincoln Plant, re- 
tired from his daily 
chores on October 
1. The closing of an 
active career of such 
length cannot come 
to pass. without 
leaving its mark behind, for Mr. White 
set an example in decorum and work- 
manship in every one of his numerous 
assignments with our company that has 
been emulated by the young men who 
were fortunate enough to receive their 
training from him. Good works have 
a way of becoming imperishable. 

But 40 years do not cover the span 
of Harry’s telephone experience. In 
October 1906—49 years ago—he first 
appeared on the Independent scene 
with the Scandia Kansas Telephone 
Company, working in the varied capa- 
cities of an all-round telephone man 
until August 1912. Then he joined 
the larger United Telephone Company 
at Abilene, Kansas, remaining there 
until December 1914. 

In May 1915 he began his long 
length of service with our company; 
first at Lincoln as troubleman and 
transferring to Bradshaw later in the 
same year. Here he served as manager 


Harry G. White 


until he answered the call to the colors 


in World War I. 


On his return from military service 
in January 1919, Mr. White became 
manager at Polk and, in December 
1920, manager at College View. He 
returned to Lincoln Plant in 1927 where 
he spent several years as combination- 
man and in special assignments. He be- 
came a merit switchman in 1942, with 
most of the succeeding years finding 
him “at home” at 4-Office, 48th and 
South Streets, Lincoln. 

Harry’s plans project into a future 
that will contain a long-felt desire to 
become a Californian. It is expected 
that the Whites will remain among us 
only a few months before buying one- 
way tickets to the West Coast. 


Contracts Let for 
Beatrice Building 


General and mechanical contracts for 
the new Beatrice building were awarded 
Thursday, September 8. The general 
contract went to Westcott-Bowen Con- 
struction Company of Lincoln, while 
Natkin and Company received the me- 
chanical contract which includes build 
ing heating, ventilating and plumbing. 
The electrical portion of the contract 
was not let at the time. 

It is expected that the over-all invest- 
ment involved in the Beatrice project 
will exceed $1 million, with the cost of 
the building itself approximating $325, 
000, Dial switching equipment, new 
telephone instruments, additions to dis- 
tribution facilities and other improve- 
ments will cost over $700,000. 
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Bertha Cerveny, Fairbury Traffic, was 
united in marriage to Donald Pingel on 
August 14 at the Methodist Church in 
Fairbury. 

Phyllis Biltoft, Superior Traffic, and 
Arnold Ross were married August 21 at the 


Methodist Church in Nora. 

Dorothy Ostry, Wahoo Traffic, wearing 
traditional white, became the bride of Law- 
rence Jelinek on August 30 at the St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Prague. 

Gloria Berg, Lincoln Traffic, became the 
bride of Dennis Kratochvil in a ceremony 
performed at St. Mary's Cathedral in Lin- 


coln on September 3. 


The marriage of Sharalyn Kay Lamb, 
Accounting, and Richard Smith was an event 
of September 4 at Grace Methodist Church, 


Lincoln. 

Trinity Methodist Church in Lincoln was 
the scene for the September 10 nuptials of 
Barbara Brehm, Accounting, and Hugh 
Catron. They honeymooned at Estes Park 
and Colorado Springs. 

Gloria Gruis, Lincoln Plant, and Ronald 
Ahl, Lincoln Commercial, exchanged mar- 
riage vows at the Christ Methodist Church 
in Lincoln on September 17. They honey- 
mooned at Denver. 


Janet McBride, York Traffic, became the 
bride of Roger Jensen at the First Lutheran 


Church of York on September 18. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Ben- 
efit Association during September: 


i : i In 
Primary Members: Vi Baum, Linco 
Se ice, 317.50: Ww. J. McDowell, Lincoln Com- 


‘al, $5.00; Richard E. Sorensen, Lincoln 
reaction, $45.50; A. C. Brunke, Lincoln 
Construction, $20.00; L. A. Stacy, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $25.00; Norma Scheideler, Wymore 
Traffic, $146.85; R. L. Wilson, Lincoln Con- 
struction, $13.50; S. J. Dennis, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $510.50; Roy Mills, Lincoln Service, 
398.60: Roberta Rademacker, Auburn Traffic, 
$31.00: Agnes Michalek, David City Traf- 
fic, $20.00; E. J. Jungek, Lincoln Construction, 
$10.00: C. S. Nevin, Lincoln Pensioner, $15.00; 
Marlene Kuhl, General Commercial, $5.00. 

Dependents: Linda Metcalf, Lincoln, $91.75; 
Judy Hansen, Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. L. G. Han- 
sen, Lincoln, $22.50; Mrs. M. E. Nickell, 
Hastings, $120.50; Mrs. R. N. Brendle, Lincoln, 
$¢0.00; Mary Ann Bade, Nemaha, $20.00; Mrs. 
C. A. Eggerss, Lincoln, $6.00; Mrs. B. D. Patti- 
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son, Lincoln, $118.75. 


Headlines 


Chester Byard, combinationman, Syracuse, 
has been elected to the office of Adjutant in 
the local post of the American Legion. 

Charles H. Kermoade was elected presi- 
dent of the newly-formed Lions Club at 
Western, where Mr. Kermoade_ is local 


manager. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Eastern District 


Rowena Light, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


A pair of recent vacationers were Peg Mur- 
phy and Verna Heins. Ben and Mary 
Docekal enioyed their trip to Wisconsin to 
visit their son Gene. . . . The movie shown by 
Bill Quinn was enjoyed by all. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers and Norma Jean Dettmer 
Correspondents 


Velma Abker, Mary Bartyzelle, Berniece 
West and Evelyn Denson spent their vaca- 
tions resting at home. Josephine and 
George Placek also have been vacationing. 
... Lillian Bader, chief operator, attended 
the Credit Women’s Annual Fall Fiesta held 
at Fremont on September 11... .L. W. Cleve- 
land and W. D. Quinn recently visited our 
office in connection with a merchandising 
meeting. It was very interesting, and we hope 
we can do our part to make it successful... . 
Congratulations to Marlene Waller, a former 
operator, who has a baby boy. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Eva Davis, Weeping Water cashier, has re- 
turned to work after spending most of her 
vacation just being a lady of leisure and mak- 
ing trips to nearby towns. ... Ann Stoll also 
vacationed at home... . Pauline Reckard va- 
cationed at home with her son and daughter- 
in-law, who are now located at Nehawka 
where he is associated with the High School 
as coach. Tip Johanns, chief operator, 
visited in Colorado, Wyoming and Kansas 
during her vacation. Eleanor Lane is 
Proudly driving her new auto around town. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Vacations are still in progress in our area. 
Leona Yarmon spent a week at home. ; 
Frances Bordovsky visited relatives in South 
Dakota. . . . Barbara Swanda reported a won- 
derful vacation sightseeing and visiting rela- 
tives in Denver. On her return to work, we 
Toe She is the proud owner of a beautiful 

lamond. The wedding date is planned for 
December 18... . Francis Nichelson, combina- 
tionman, took on the task of painting his 
house and remodeling his home. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Vacations are still rolling along in the 
os area. Those on the list include Beata 
ete who visited in Norfolk. Helen Norwood 

acationed at home. Area Manager Gray took 
= son Dale to San Francisco, and visited 
hie ce and Banff, Canada, on 
Ai eee trip. ... Mrs. Jessie Abele of 
: Broa. are employee, was honored at 
Tho St by friends who worked with her. 

Se attending were Laura Douty, Beata and 
Martha Merz, Jessie Landon, Nellie Schnee- 
beck and Lydia Kriegshauser.... A few girls 
braved the cool and dark morning recently to 
seg 5:00 A.M. breakfast in the park for 
eee Mueller. A miscellaneous shower 
was €1ven for Berniece at the home of Helen 
Norwood. Irene Mailand was co-hostess. 

Beanie” resigned to be married on Septem- 
ber 25. Lots of happiness for you, ‘“‘Beanie.”’ 
aan you. : Jeanette Hartman, a 
sOrmM employee, visited the office recently. 
She has completed her training at Dallas, 
Texas, as a reservation clerk on the airlines. 

-. Dick Fischer has been confined to his 
home following surgery. Lydia Kriegshauser 
is also convalescing at home. We all hope for 
Speedy recoveries for both... . On September 


1, Laura Douty was honored at dinner cele- 
brating her 45th service anniversary with the 
Company. Lydia Kriegshauser also celebrated 
her 3lst anniversary on that day. 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


A farewell party was held at the Syracuse 
dance Sept. 17 in honor of Marilyn Coad who 
left for France September 26. Attending were 
JoAnn Coatney, Elva Remmers, Joan Rem- 
mers, Marilyn Sailors, Roberta Rademacher, 
Dor's Peterson, Helen Dettmer, JoAnne 
Stephens, Orva Jean Boden and _ escorts. 
Marilyn left September 26 for New York City 
where she sailed on the Queen Elizabeth for 
Cherbourg, France. From Cherbourg she will 
go to Metz where she will be married to Lt. 
Harold Grafe who is stationed there with the 
Air Corps. The wedding will take place Oct. 
26. Barbara Coad, Marilyn’s sister, will ac- 
company her to France to be her Maid of 
Honor. ... Joan Remmers entertained with a 
birthday dinner in honor of Elva Remmers’ 
2lst birthday. Attending were Marcelene 
Behrends, Dorothy Biggerstaff, Shirley Nince- 
helser, Helen Dettmer, Marilyn Coad and 
JoAnn Stephens. After a delicious fried 
chicken dinner, Joan entertained the girls by 
playing her new electric organ. ... Helen 
Detmer was pleasantly surprised with a mis- 
cellaneous shower at the home of Marilyn 
Coad Friday evening, September 16, with 
Shirley Nincehelser and Doris Peterson assist- 
ing. Helen became the bride of Lee Casey on 
September 25. The evening was spent playing 
games appropriate to the occasion. The serv- 
ing table was centered with a large white 
angel food doll cake representing the bride, 
flanked on either side by two red doll cakes 
representing the bridesmaids. The buffet was 
centerea with a large red-and-white heart 
containing the pictures of the engaged couple 
with the inscription ‘‘Congratulations, Lee 
and Helen.’ The gifts were presented to the 
honoree in the hunt fashion. As each gift 


Guest From Hawaii 

A recent visitor of the general offices at Lin- 
coln was William C. Kea, commercial manager for 
the Hawaiian Telephone Company. Mr. Kea 
stopped off for a view of LT&T while en route to 
the annual USITA convention at Chicago where 
he appeared on the program of the commercial 
conference with an address, ‘Telephone Opportuni- 
ties in the Islands.’ During the past we have 
welcomed several visitors from the Hawaiian com- 
pany. In the picture, Mr. Kea is interested in the 
workings of our development survey, which is 


being explained by Bill Huddleston, left. At the 
right is Tyler Ryan, commercial engineer. 
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was opened, it told her where to find the 
next gift and she had to answer a question 
before she could open it. Lovely refresh- 
ments of cake and ice creim were served to 
the guests. . Helen Dettmer and Roberta 
Rademachéf entertained with a slumber party 
for all the girls. The mystery of the whole 
affair was how Elva and Jo got back into 
town after being turned loose to hunt snipes 
in the country. The office is sparkling 
with five new diamonds. Those wearing them 
are Marilyn Sailors, Roberta Rademacher, 
Shirley Bolejack, Orva Jean Boden and 
Joan Remmers. ... Changing residences this 
month are June Vanarsdall, Roberta Rade- 
macher, Helen Dettmer, Shirley Bolejack and 
Orva Boden. ... Recovering from surgery is 
Leta Holscher. She is presently at her sister’s 
home in Sterling. ... Jo Coatney is sporting 
a rev green Ford and a new hiircut.... At- 
tending the State Fair were Frances Neil, Jo 
Remmers, Della Gerdes and Orva Boden.... 
Those attending the Humboldt Fair and dance 
were Marilyn Coad, JoAnne Stephens, JoAnne 
Coatney, Rita Yates, Orva Jean Boden, Della 
Gerdes, Elva Remmers, Joan Remmers, Mari- 
lyn Sailors, Roberta Rademacher and Frances 
Neil. ... Frances Neil, Della Gerdes and 
Roverta Rebuck enjoyed vacations at home. 
Roberta spent one week visiting relatives in 
Minden. Dorothy Biggerstaff and Marcus 
Johnson also enjoyed their vacations recently. 
... Doris and Fayne Peterson spent a week- 
end in Colorado Springs visiting friends and 
relatives and enjoying the sights. ...Mr. and 
Mrs. Fayne Peterson are the proud owners of 
a new trailer home. 


Beatrice Area 
Winifred Jackson, Ccrrespondent 


It takes more than heat and hot winds to 
stop the vacation plans of many of the girls in 
our office. Rosalie Witkowski divided her 
time between North Platte, Curtis and Lin- 
coln. Alice Reents and husband are spending 
a few days in Wisconsin on business. Henri- 
etta and Katherine Menninga spent their 
vacation visiting their folks in Sterling, and 
a couple of days at the State Fair. Dorothy 
Scheele and Myrtle Janssen thought home 
was the best place to spend their vacation. 
Fhyllis Morgan had the thrill of moving into 
a new house on her vacation. She found out 
there was work to be done even in a new 
house. .. A record was set by Anita Lang 
for going the shortest distance in the longest 
time. Seems as though Anita missed a sign 
and found herself beyond her destination. 
She turned around and came back and found 
herself back where she started from. With a 
determined glint in her eye she started out 
again and this time arrived unharmed. A 
distance of about 19 miles had taken her 
about 2!2 hours and had put about 80 miles 
on her car... . Two of our girls have had en- 
forced vacations spent in the hospital. Alice 
Kozial is out and already back to work and 
Hedwig Elmshaeuser is recovering nicely at 
home, and we hope will be back soon. Mari- 
lyn Saathoff, on leave from the office. had 
a baby boy born September 4. We were 
glad to have Edna Mahloch return after 
Spending a few months at home. She tells 
us her baby boy is doing fine... . Everyone 
Knows how Carolina Penner likes jewelry 
but nothing she has can compare with the 
new diamond that has come to rest on the 


third finger of her left hand. ... Beulah 
Mason is enjoying a visit with her son and 
daughter-in-law. They have 


ust returned 
t 


j 
from Germany and he will report to Ft. Riley 


for further training. 
Crete Area 
Loretta Mclinay, Correspondent 


Moreanne Alldritt, a former operator ai 
ee . ay 
Friend and now of Hastings, visited the Friend 


office September 19. She also visited her 
father, Jim Alldritt, who is in the hospital. 
Mr. Alldritt is a retired bd ood i employee. Shh oe 
Hotilda Eurich has returned to her duties as 
cashier at the Friend office after a three- 
week vacation. ... At Crete, Les and Donna 
Burch are busy moving into their new home 
which they recently purchased. Les 1s In the 
plant department and Donna is in Traffic. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty A. Vaughn, Correspondent 


T. E. Longdon and family spent Labor Day 
weekend in Estes Park; Velda Wagner at- 
tended a family reunion in North Platte; and 
rours truly made a business trip to western 
Nebraska—Stratton, Kearney and Hastings, 
and also attended both the Kansas and Ne- 
braska Fairs. J. C. Gear vacationed in Van- 
couver, Washington, with his son Bill. Earl 
Schemmerhorn went to Wyoming, antelope 
hunting. Jeanne Lytton spent two weeks 
visiting relatives and friends in Indiana. 
Loretta Vollstedt went to California; Marilyn 
McDermet to Denver; Beryl Leslie visited 
Denver, Salt Lake City, Yellowstone and Mt. 
Rushmore in the Black Hills; Shirley Brown 
and Jo Ann Sabin loafed at home, the latter 
at Vermillion, Kansas. Bertha Pingel honey- 
mooned in Yellowstone, the Black Hills and 
Colorado Springs. . . . Helen DeBord received 
the DeMolay Mother’s Pin; also her son, Bob, 
was home from Denver. ... Emilie Bleich’s 
relatives from South Dakota were August 
visitors. .. . Jerry McNeel was off work for 
a week because of illness. Jim Ehlers, 
construction department, fell from a ladder 
while trimming trees and received a broken 
rib. .. . At Daykin, Vina Niegenfind, retired, 
has been in the hospital. 


Pawnee City Area 
Ruth Avery, Correspondent 


It has rained! That is big news from this 
Area and has given all of us new enthusiasm. 
... Raymond Bruning is “happy” to be back 
to work after an enjoyable vacation in Ore- 
gon. He and his wife attended the Rodeo at 
Pendleton, Oregon, and also visited Salt Lake 
City and Twin Falls, Idaho. ... Another late 
vacationer is Carl Franzen. He left at the end 
of the month but all we’ve found out so far is 
that he traveled west. ... Manager and Mrs. 
George Eggleston and daughter, Carita, were 
State Fair visitors. Speaking of fairs, George 
did a fine job as Parade Chairman for our 
Pawnee County Fair. ... Congratulations to 
Kenneth Paro! He is now a 2nd Lt. in the 
National Guards... . Mrs. Millie Wert reports 
a fine time was had by all who attended the 
District No. 13 American Legion meeting at 
Table Rock. ... We couldn’t understand why 
Harold Williams has been walking to work 
lately. He has a new red-and-white Ford Sta- 
tion Wagon. It took very little sleuthing on 
our part to find out the streets by his resi- 
dence have just recently been oiled! 


Tecumseh Area 
Henrietta Goracke, Correspondent 


More about vacationers. The Adamson 
family drove north through Minnesota to 
Fort Francis and over the border into Canada. 
About the fishing and its results? They don’t 
like to be asked. Shortly after their return, 
the Adamsons invested in some real estate, 
so a nice rainy Saturday found them moving 
into their new home, ably assisted by Ted 
Husing, Raymie Johnson, Dale Weber and Don 
Hester. . . . Harold Drake was unlucky enough 
to be entertaining the old flu bug during his 
vacation so he stayed close to home... . Clara 
Costello used her time to get acquainted (and 
help spoil) that new nephew in Denver.... 
Dick McCoy headed west through Utah to 
California and had fun dunking his wife in 
the cold waters of the Pacific Ocean... . The 
picnic season was formally closed by Henri 
Goracke and her family throwing a big one 


at Lincoln's Capitol Beach. Henri again 
made a quick trip to Kansas City—bag and 
baggage and new short haircut. ... Waldo 


Harrington was present at his parents’ fifti- 
eth wedding anniversary in Kanarado, Kansas, 
It was also an opportunity to see his sister 
who was home for a short time from Paris, 


Whitney Guns Still Boomin 
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It’s time for the annual report on “Shrimp” 
Whitney, big-game hunter of Superior. The note 
attached to the photo was from ‘Shrimp’ him- 
self, and read as follows: ‘Hi! Here is a snapshot 
of what ‘Young Shrimp,’ another youngster and | 
brought home with us from our antelope hunt, 
September 10 and 11. We killed these between 
Hemingford and the Wyoming line, Saturday 
morning. Young Shrimp has spent a long hitch 
in Korea and this was his first ‘billy goat’ hunt 
with me. He really got a bang out of it and 
there’s no doubt in my mind as to who will take 
over my 30-06 rifle when | get too old to use it.” 


France. ... Shirley Hagelback, who is being 
married soon, has been busy furnishing the 
apartment, and the presents received at show- 
ers help! ...No, Ted Husing isn’t losing his 
voice. The hoarseness is a result of ardent 
cheering for the home team at the football 
games. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 


Vacations are still in progress. Lucy Kuhl- 
man spent hers at home, as did Jessie Van- 
Trump who was entertaining an out-of-town 
friend. Marie Pearson, our chief operator, 
spent a week in Denver, and Neva Pelowski 
spent a week fishing and visiting relatives in 
North Dakota and Minnesota. ... Zelma 
Mason, who is on leave of absence, is planning 
to be married and set up housekeeping in her 
new home. ... News from the plant depart- 
ment reveals some very interesting vacation 
trips this year. Johnny Eckles went to North 
Alberta, Canada, on a fishing trip. He re- 
ports they really have the fish up there—that 
he caught 100 fish in four hours’ time. 
Floyd Arvanette was in Wisconsin for the 
National Guard Camp, and Bernard Macholan 
went to Mitchell, South Dakota, to visit rela- 
tives. ... Floyd Crewdson spent part of his 
vacation visiting in Omaha and Lincoln... . 
Belva Jean Gregg was pleasantly surprised 
when she received a bouquet of red roses 
from the Topp Floral Company, a thank-you 
gesture for the time spent on a difficult call 
she handled for Mr. Topp. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Lemkau and Patty spent 
their vacation in the Black Hills and report 
an enjoyable time. John Brockmeyer 
enjoyed his vacation just staying at home and 
doing as little as possible. . Several girls 
from the traffic department attended the races 
in Lincoln, following which they declared 
they didn’t feel too bad because they at least 
came out even. Eva Stutz is another 
vacationer who enjoyed an ‘‘at home” vaca- 
tion. 

Stromsburg Area 


Edith Mattson, Correspondent 
Betty Beebe, cashier at Osceola, enjoyed a 
vacation and during her absence Edith Matt- 


son helped out in the Osceola Office and Mil- 
dred Wait in the Stromsburg office. . . . Fish- 
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ing has been the interest of our men this 


summer. Now it is bowling, and in a few 
short week it will be hunting. How nice it is 
to have “something” to keep our minds off 
the terrific heat and wind. 


Superior Area 
Ann Hanson, Correspondent 


Olfa and Bertha Andersen have returned 
from a vacation trip to the Black Hills and 
Yellowstone National Park. Joline and 
Daryl Allington spent two days taking in the 
sights at the State Fair. ... Donna Snavely 
has returned to work after a week’s absence. 
She suffered a slight case of polio. ... Mary 
Ahrens and daughter are spending a three- 
month leave of absence with her husband, De- 
lane, who is in the Armed Forces stationed 
in Kentucky. ... Phyllis Biltoft Ross has re- 
turned to work following a month's leave of 
absence. Buying and building houses 
seems to be popular in the Superior Area. 
Jim Bauer reports he should get moved into 
his new home sometime this month. Dale 
Bollman’s home has reached the halfway com- 
pleted point. Geraldine Williams has moved 
into her home and Donna Snavely hopes to 
moved into hers soon. Olga and Bertha 
Andersen are busy buying furniture and 
things for the house they recently purchased. 
... “Shrimp’’ Whitney and son spent a week- 
end in Western Nebraska antelope hunting. 
They report bringing back their antelopes and 
having a good time. . Boyd Imler, Wire 
Chief, covered quite a bit of territory on his 
vacation—first to Colorado, then to Canada, 
and back to Colorado... . Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kubat enjoyed a vacation trip to Portland, 
Oregon. 

Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer took their 
daughter, Kay, to Nevada, Missouri, where 
she will attend Cottey College this year. . 
Jack spent part of his vacation at Bertrand 
Lake, Minnesota, where he reports the fish- 
ing was good. ... Master Sergeant and Mrs. 
Cleon Ochsner and son, Freddie, were recent 
visitors in the Sutton office. They have spent 
two years in England where Cleon was sta- 
tioned with the Air Force. Clean was with 
the construction department and Norma was 
cashier in the Sutton Office. Catherine 
Cassell is spending her vacation and enjoying 
the rest. Lloyd Jenkins conducted a 
Safety First meeting with the Sutton Area 
employees. 


York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 


Some of our September vacationers were 
Bonnie Kaeding, Bessie Schultz, Marguerite 
Ienn, and Ada Shipp of the traffic depart- 
ment... . June Moore, Commercial Clerk, and 
husband spent a week in Montana... . Yours 
truly spent her vacation visiting relatives, 
also visiting at Arcadia, and with Rowena 
Light of Lincoln. . . . Our best wishes to Doris 
Harber and Alice Cuda who are proudly wear- 
ing new diamonds. The lucky fellows are 
Dennis Light and Bud Bjerrum, respectively. 


Accounting 


Disbursement & Printing Sections 
Dolores Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


Hello! Nebraska has finally had rain if 
you hadn’t noticed. Strange as it may seem, 
however, Dewey Nelsen didn’t get a drop of 
that rain on his new DeSoto 8. Wonder of 
all wonders, it’s a pink and white job. sad 
Bill Thompson has left us to once again re- 
sume study at Wesleyan University. mp 
Easterner Diane Feldstein and husband vis- 
ited their first Nebraska State Fair. Her 
opinion—’Hm-m, interesting.” ... Still have 
a few vacations to report on. Estella Foght 
journeyed to Omaha for a few days, but spent 
the remainder of her vacation cleaning up 
after an extended dust storm. Sightseeing in 
Denver was how Martha Dietrich spent her 
two weeks of leisure. Betty Trible used her 


vacation to help her daughter get ready for 
that first day of school. Once again John 
Backstrom took another week's vacation and 
accomplished a few odd jobs “around the 
house.” . . . John Wisby and Mrs. Wisby took 
one of those week-end excursions to Grand 
Island. Marie Vidlock drove to Sioux City 
and then on to South Dakota, where she had 
a nice trip.” Marge Tvrz journeyed to 
Omaha where she visited relatives. ... Edna 
Rosane has been kept active with fall “desk” 
cleaning and seeing her daughter off to Cali- 
fornia. ... We've heard from several former 
employees lately. Joyce Grabowski Fafeita, 
who has moved to Illinois, is now working at 
Nlinois Bell. She truly enjoys her work, but 
ratte her LT&T friends. Mary Boshart is 
petit ened enjoying her new leisure time. 
real live wire in her new home is Wauneta 
: rake. How we envy your opportunities 
or loafing? Everyone seems to have 
moved during this past month. Not com- 
pletely settled, but nonetheless enjoying every 
minute in their first home, is Marlene Becker 
and hubby. Now stationed at 6633 Leighton is 
Sidney Gustafson and her family. Sidney re- 
ports the forfeit of two teeth but proudly 
reelinus a her baby son gained two at the 
ae of her loss. ... A real sociable gal is 
stella Foght who is always in full drive 
Preparing for out-of-towners. This time it 
st ot company from Minneapolis over Labor 
ay _weekend. ... Mr. Devoe attended a 
meeting in Chicago as a member of a special 
committee of the USITA to consider proposed 
changes in accounting rules of the Federal 
Communications Commission... . Judy Barga 
and Marge Tvrz are still puzzled over their 
encounter with a man who insisted on know- 
ing where the registration desk “in this hotel” 
was. He was convinced he had seen a hotel 
nh to the right of the outside door. 
fcc had your associate editor seen such 
ile rn faces on pay day as she did the other 
a ay. And no wonder—our checks were 
ayed to Hastings. But it all ended well. 
overuter-changing of positions has kept 
aes ene on their toes. John Backstrom now 
acne Esse Lindgren’s desk as time clerk, 
on ‘a arles is occupied with John’s regular 
r , on vouchers. Larry Connealy is tem- 
sri ae working with the general ledger, 
Nie . would ordinarily be Dewey Nelsen’s 
= ut Dewey is mastering other duties. Now 
We’ can understand why we've been alert. 
re trying to remember who sits where. 
a eiedce discussing steak one morning, Betty 
ie ane went out at noon to do some shop- 
oi a hile she was passing a grocery store 
Th a sign advertising “BUFFALO.” 
pe ee how g00d buffalo steak would taste, 
the Aa in to buy some. To her amazement 
eat ie 1er tried to sell her a fish and it was 
Py € realized her mistake—buffalo carp. 
Cena 800d advice—let’s get behind the 
sie seed Chest campaign. . Distressing 
se = reached us that Laura Sires, retired, 
Suffered a recurrence of a physical malady 


and is dangerously il : ’ & 
Pital, Lincoln. y ill at St. Elizabeth’s Hos 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Summer has come and gone and each year 
we seem to have a few more fall vacationers. 
LaVaughn Reddish and husband purchased 
a new Mercury and took off for Nashville, 
Tennessee, to see the “Grand Ole Opry.” 
Betty Biggs spent a portion of her vacation 
time in Sioux City, and Opal Allison visited 
friends in Omaha. Darlene Carlson was 
an Omaha visitor also, spending most of 
her time at the Ak-Sar-Ben stock show and 
rodeo. Frances Warnick journeyed to Hanni- 
bal, Missouri; and Darlene Russell, that 
busy little bee, used her time to do fall 
house cleaning. Bob Ross says he just 
Sat at home and watched the rain. Most 
of our gang take trips out of town, but 
Charline Fougeron reversed the order of 


OB a ee 
Masons Hold Telephone Day 


Telphone Masons were again honored by Lancaster Lodge No. 54, AF&AM, at Lincoln, at its an- 
nual Telephone Day on September 30. Invitations were extended to employees of Masonic affiliation 
throughout the territory and more than 65 of them were in attendance. The Masters’ Degree was con- 
ferred on a class of five which included four telephone men. Highlight of the day was the reception 
of Merle M. Hale with the honors due his present office as Deputy Grand Master of Masons in Nebraska. 
Mr. Hale is a past master of Lancaster Lodge. The picture shows only part of the large group at the 
evening dinner and program. At the ‘speakers’ table’’ from left: George A. Kurk, Past Grand Master; 
Merle M. Hale, Deputy Grand Master; Joe H. Hartley, Master of the Lodge; Dr. Frank A. Court, speaker 
of the evening; Paul H. Henson, Master of Ceremonies; and the class members: Glen E. McCown, Russell 
M. White, Robert L. Hohnstein, Robert L. Wenzel and Gerald A. Dow. Messrs. McCown, White, Hohn- 


stein and Wenzel are LT&T employees. 


things by visiting friends in Lincoln 

That blinding sparkle from our corner is 
the new diamond being worn by Paula 
Hawkinson. All of us join in wishing Paula 
a great deal of happiness ... Eileen Sowo- 
kinos just couldn’t stay away from us any 
longer and we are all very happy to have 
her back again Nina Anderson spent 
a recent weekend at her former home in 
Emporia, Kansas. Nina has two very hand- 
some grandsons in Emporia so we expect 
she will be making that trip very often... 
News reaches us of the travels of Helen 
Hall. Helen went on aé California _ trip 
earlier and has now returned from a jaunt 
to New York City, Boston, and Springfield. 
She was the guest of her brothers in Boston 
and Springfield Consternation reigned 
supreme in our department on ae recent 
payday when it was discovered that the 
pay checks had gone to Hastings in error. 
It all had a happy ending though, when 
they appeared in the afternoon. . .. This 
little tale shall be called “The Trials and 
Tribulations of Jack Geist.” Jack took 
a deep-south vacation this year and wound 
up at Pascagoula, Mississippi—(Jack couldn’t 
spell it, Don Nelson made a good guess, 
but we checked the Atlas). Anyway, it 
is on the Gulf of Mexico so our handsome 
hero decided to hie forth for some deep- 
sea fishing. They went out about 12 miles 
and fished a while. About 11:00 A.M. they 
started in and about 8 miles from shore 
decided to try their luck again. All went 
well until they started for home. The motor 
started promptly; they put the thing in 
gear and nothing happened. Closer in- 
spection revealed they had lost the propellor. 
All this time the clouds were piling up 
and a whing-ding of a storm was developing. 
Now the boys were beginning to get a bit 
worried. They sat a while and pondered. 
(What else could they do? You can't do 
much floor-pacing in a small boat.) Then 
a plane flew over. They waved and shouted 
and, luckily, were seen by the pilot. He 
landed, ascertained their dilemma and took 
off to send the Coast Guard to their rescue. 
Even there our boy was jinxed, as it seems 
the Coast Guard lads on duty at that time 
just weren't in the mood to put out to 
sea. They dillied and they dallied and 
finally some hours later, after some not 
so friendiy threats from the friendly pilot, 
they went out and towed the land-lubbers 
In. So our hero returned safely home again. 
Did they catch any fish? We don’t know— 
got too excited listening to the “Trials 
and Tribulations of Jack Geist.” 
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Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Shafer, Associate Editor 


Top honors go to Jody Hartley who picked 
up an impossible split while bowling when 
she got the 4, 7 and 10 pins... . Our vacation 
list grows smaller and we find Jean and 
Esther Baker in their home town of Fairmont, 
just loafing. W. J. McDowell spent a 
week at home and Stella Sowers enjoyed one 
week at Ord and spent the other week here 
in Lincoln. While home in Ord she drove 
her brother’s car, which is a straight shift, 
but he and her sister both say she made a 
power glide out of it. What we want to know 
is how she did it... . Congratulations to Doris 
Ulmer, who is wearing a beautiful diamond. 
We understand the big event is very near. 
... Millie Carey is one happy gal for her 
hubby is out of the Navy and attending the 
U of N.... Myrtle Henline entered Hardy’s 
contest on guessing the number of man hours 
required in remodeling the store and won a 
prize which was a mattress and box spring 
and nice part was that it arrived on her 
birthday. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Ray and Mrs. Clinton had a very nice vaca- 
tion. They flew to Washington, D. C. to visit 
relatives. They went sight-seeing and visited 
several places of interest, also saw a couple of 
ball games in Baltimore. Ray said the plane 
trip was fine going but a “‘little’’ rough coming 
back, especially out of Chicago. ... We are 
happy to inform our folks that they may now 
drop in to see Glenn Obert in Lincoln. He 
returned to Lincoln September 30, and is now 
in a nursing home at 1745 E Street. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 

Art Higgins took a sight-seeing trip through 
the Rocky Mountains, stopping at Pueblo, 
Colorado Springs, Denver, Estes Park, and 
Laramie. He said he enjoved the climate and 
scenery very much... . Hattie Staley under- 
went major surgery at St. Elizabeth’s Hos- 
pital. At this writing she is nicely recovering 
at her home. ... Lyman Neff and wife spent 
their vacation with their son, daughter and 
i al at Portland, Oregon, and Tacoma, 
W ashington. They took in a lot of interesting 
Sights, including a trip into Canada. Lyman 


As eras are measured in our young _industry, 
“Time Immemorial’’ would best describe that 
long-ago day when Laura E. Douty first lent a 
helping hand to Seward telephone subscribers. 
The 45th anniversary of that day from which 
Miss Douty’s service record stretches in an un- 
broken line was duly celebrated at Seward on 
September 1. Laura sat as guest of honor at a 
noon luncheon and heard a recapitulation of her 
remarkable service record as it had been com- 
piled through the years, all of which is credited to 
the Seward exchange. She is the first lady in 
our company to reach the 45-year mark in active 
employment. 


Miss Douty began work September 1, 1910, as 
an operator for the old Seward County Telephone 
company, an Independent organization. The com- 


First and Only “Lady--45" 


pany was purchased by LT&T in June 1912 and 
its plant consolidated with that of the local Bell 
exchange the following year. Miss Douty con- 
tinued as operator until June 1913 when she be- 
came commerciai billing cierk. She was named 
Fe aaa a in July 1918 and cashier in March 
] : 

In the picture, Merle M. Hale, vice president, 
is presenting the 45-year emblem to Miss Douty. 
Forming the group about them are, from left: 
Jessie Landon, retired, whose service record at 
Seward began even before that of Miss Douty; 
Howard W. Spahnle, district manager; Lydia 
Kriegshauser, Seward chief operator; K. L. Law- 
son, general commercial superintendent; Bernice 
Mueller, Seward Commercial; Paul H. Henson, 
chief engineer; and Walter F. Roberts, personnel 
director. 


said they really enjoyed the cool weather 
while we were having a fall heat wave. 
Other vacationers in our department were 
Ervin Pfeifer, Edward Mohlman, and Art 
Drake. . Ervin Pfeifer has gone to work 
for Uncle Sam. He has enlisted in the U. S. 
Army. His address is Pvt. Ervin L. Pfeifer, 
U. S. 55525275 Hdq. Btry. 509 A.F.A. BM 3rd 
Div., “Spear Head’ Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
"5-7"" Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 

Kenneth Myhre spent a few days of his 
vacation visiting his folks in Sioux Falls. 
He also visited his home town of Colton, 
South Dakota, and enjoyed meeting many 
friends he hadn’t seen for a long time... . 
Hugo Staley spent four days in Kansas City 
where he attended several baseball games. 

_ James Story enjoyed a week of his vaca- 
tion at home. There are reports around 
the office that Howard Smith is really an ex- 
pert at preparing delicious steaks on an out- 
door grill... . Al Ager spent the last week of 
his vacation at home entertaining relatives 
from California. Your correspondent en- 


vada, California, Arizona and New Mexico 
during her vacation. 


Toll Equipment Department 
JoAnn Gloor, Correspondent 

Dave Guthrie spent his vacation moving 
into his new home on 48th and Washington. 
It doesn’t look like that was much of a vaca- 
tion. . . . Hank Peachman and wife drove to 
Council Bluffs, planning on a short vacation 
there, but, as it was so hot, they turned 
around and came back home and took it easy. 
Lee Rising spent his vacation in Detroit, 
Michigan, where his fraternity was holding a 
convention. He also visited friends there... . 
It seems that very few have been taking it 
easy on their vacations. Oliver Hoffman went 
{0 a Naval Instruction Training School at 
Great Lakes, Illinois... . Lloyd Buckland and 
family went out west on their vacation, vis- 


ited relatives in Idaho, and did some pros- 
pecting for uranium while there. From there 
he went to Dixon, Montana to see his folks 
and also did some prospecting there. He has 
sent his samples in, but as yet has not heard 
from them. 


Wire Chief’s Department 
Darlene Griffin, Correspondent 


There was a lot of excitement around the 
department this month. Your correspondent, 
Gloria Gruis, changed her name to Mrs. Ron- 
ald Ahl on September 17. While spending their 
honeymoon in Colorado, they got lost in the 
mountains and who was driving but Mrs. Ahl. 
They finally regained their bearings and con- 
tinued homeward bound. Sharon Cald- 
well, formerly of the department, was blessed 
with a baby girl September 24. Best of wishes 
and good health to both mother and baby... 
Sandra Lipskey spent her vacation in Colorful 
Colorado. Others enjoying their vacations 
were Cecil Semple, Verald Spears, and Walt 
Stewart. . Roy Mills’ wife suffered multi- 
ple lacerations around the head and neck in 
a car accident on September 5. Roy says she 
is recovering very nicely. 


"4" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 

Ivan Doran spent the first week of his vaca- 
tion at home getting in a lot of sleep. The 
second week was spent at Filley on a farm. 
Your correspondent’'s vacation was spent 
traveling the west coast: California, Oregon, 
and Washington. Special places of interest 
were the Mormon Temple and Tabernacle in 
Salt Lake City, the big trees in Yosemite Na- 

tional Park, Lake Tahoe, and Coulee Dam. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


After listening to Bob White’s picturesque 
description of life in the Ozarks, we feel he’s 
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missed his calling and should be writing 
travelogues or the like. They vacationed in 
the Ozarks and had a wonderful time.... 
Bruce Seamark vacationed in Colorado, visit- 
ing with his army buddies around Camp Hale. 
There’s no place like Colorado, according to 
Bruce. ... We understand Phil Bailey took 
a trip to Mexico but did not hear any par- 
ticulars upon his return. ...QGus Brunke at- 
tended a Union school in Minnesota on his 
vacation. Says he nearly froze while there 
and the weather certainly wasn’t conducive to 
swimming... .Mr. and Mrs. Joy Dobbs spent 
three weeks in Seattle, Washington. Joy 
paints a very colorful picture of fishing in the 
Sound. They had a wonderful time and ac- 
cording to Joy it’s a fisherman’s paradise. 
It was the Dobbs’ first trip via the airways 
and they both report that is the only way to 
travel. When they arrived at the Lincoln 
airport preparatory to taking off—who should 
be going on the same plane but the Art Kings 
who were headed for California. And three 
weeks later when they returned home—the 
Kings again occupied the seats right across 
the aisle. It’s a small world, after all! The 
Dobbs were visiting with their daughter, 
Eloise, and husband. The center of attraction, 
however, was the new granddaughter, four 
months old. . . . And congratulations to 
George Hansen, who won $100 in merchandise 
at Hardy’s in a recent contest to guess the 
number of manhours consumed in their re- 
modeling program. George’s guess was only 
off 67 hours. And a little news of Don 
Haith who is on leave of absence in the Navy 
and stationed at Port Hueneme, California. 
Don is attending electrical school and liking it 
very much.... And Norris Schmeltzer has re- 
turned from military leave of absence and is 
now working part-time in Lincoln Plant while 
he is attending University. Don Frank- 
forter is thinking of taking up entomology as 
a hobby. He discovered a very odd-looking 
insect in his back yard which looked some- 
thing like a miniature dinosaur, He took it 
up to the University and they identified it as 
an Assassin Bug which is indigenous to the 
East but is very uncommon in this part of 
{he country. 


e e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Bud Eden insists we correct the impression 
left last month that he is fresh out of planes. 
It ain't so. He has acquired a better one. 
The same size motor with special design 
lets this one fly farther, faster and higher. 
And it has been pre-broken-up, as it were. 
The previous owner forgot to retract ihe 
wheels which were retractable. Eden has 
confidence in his new _ ship; the former 
owner was a jig-saw puzzle manufacturer 
and probably knew what he was doing 
when he pieced it together .. . Bob Kennedy, 
who has been Known to take careful aim 
at the side of a barn from the inside— 
and miss, likes to shoot at blue rocks but 
after years of effort and using skads of 
shells he has never won a trophy. _ So, 
when Mrs. Kennedy brought back the Isaak 
Walton women’s trophy the second time 
out, Bob was really proud. If anyone wants 
to see a man glow, ask Bob about that trophy. 
; “There's no place like home,” philoso- 
phized Bob Wohlberg as he relaxed, sans 
all but shorts. A gang of boys came noisily 
down the street. ‘Boys will be boys,” he 
ne reflected, lapsing into sweet memories. 
Then came the crash of brickbats landing 
on his front porch. The property owner 
reacted instantly. Out the front door he 
went. After a short burst of speed he had 
subsided to just shaking his fist when one 
of the culprits placed a thumb in each ear 
and wagged his fingers a-la-Wohlberg of 
£0 years ago. Bob’s adrenaline surged. He 
took off again but his rubbery legs sent 
him sprawling, with unprotected knees bang- 
ing and slamming along behind. Back in 
the house he called for help, for his knees 


were bleeding from every knob. The sight 
of Bob’s good red blood flowing over the 
living room rug was too much for Mrs. 
Wohlberg. She went out like a light. What 
a dilemma! You guessed it; Bob bandaged 
his knees and then revived the Mrs. “It 
takes a heap of livin’-—’’ muttered Wohlberg. 
. . . When asked about his vacation, Andy 
Andrews selected a cigar from a pack of 
100 and allowed it was O.K. ‘Did you see 
Niagara?” “Nope,” lighting his cigar. ‘“‘Rela- 
tives, then?’ “Not exactly,” twirling the 
cigar, “but I think they used to be.” Andy, 
a genealogist, may have developed a safe 
way of visiting relatives. He decisively 
ended the conservation by gently shaking 
his cigar over an ash tray containing several 
half-inch butts . .. Ken Versaw spent a 
week during August in Colorado attending 
a family reunion; staying free at a resort 
run by an aunt who hadn’t seen him for 
years; sleeping out in the mountains and 
trudging through the sand dunes... We're 
sorry to report that Harlan Cane, cost en- 
gineer, suffered a heart attack Saturday, 
September 24, at Chester, Illinois. He was 
on his vacation and en route east to visit 
his daughter in New Jersey. Harlan must 
remain at Chester for several weeks before 
returning home for a period of convales- 
cence. Our latest word is that he is out 
of danger. Fortunately the Canes were 
accompanied by relatives, and Harlan also 
has a brother living near Chester. We have 
been assured that Harlan will experience 
an uninterrupted recovery. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


Beth Deinert, Roth Goslin, Ruth Fleisch- 
man, Ella Hansen, and Agnes Nelson were the 
vacationers who spent their vacations at 
home. Vera Burk is convinced that if you 
want to get there fast, fly! Which is just 
what she did when she visited relatives in 
Portland, Oregon, and Vancouver, Washing- 
ton. . . . Theresa Peters toured the Black 
Hills and Yellowstone Park and parts of Idaho 
before heading for home... . Melba Richards 
vacationed in Arizona and New Mexico and 
also visited with her parents in Hastings. 
... Helen Pierson enjoyed her vacation in 
Los Angeles. ... Hazel Nichols visited her 
daughter in Hastings and spent the rest of 
the time at home. ... Esther Borchers also 
vacationed at Hastings. . . . Evelyn Koch spent 
her vacation with her mother at Alexandria. 
...+ Helen Krieger vacationed in Denver; 
Betty Nelson in Little Rock; and Mabel Volpp 
in Sedalia, Missouri. Mabel visited her brother 
on a dairy farm and the hour of rising was 
earlier than she is used to. That probably 
accounts for her actions when she returned 
home. It seems a car hit her bumper (she 
thought) so Mabel gave the driver ‘‘that” 
kind of a look and forgot about it until later. 
Then she found out it was her fender that 
was hit! Mabel called her insurance man in 
vain! Next time you can be sure she'll get 
the license number! ... When one of the 
students notified a subscriber she said, “I am 
sorry, it is now three minutes.” Her in- 
structor corrected her and told her not to 
add the “Iam sorry.” “But I am sorry,” 
replied the student, “I just hated to ‘butt’ in.” 
... Kenny Perry asked for a party one day 
just the way the subscriber asked her to. She 
made it definite they did not want the ‘‘Kin- 
sey who writes the reports,” but the “other 
one.” Her face was very, very red when she 
realized the subscriber had just been kidding 
her!...Ona recent trip to Omaha, Dorothea 
Keller had the misfortune to have all of her 
car’s hub caps stolen. Perhaps the most 
embarrassed visitor this department ever had 
was our secretary-treasurer, Houghton Furr. 
He was showing his two small daughters the 
mystery of the switchboard and proceeded to 
demonstrate how the Pneumatic tubes work. 
He casualy dropped in a ticket and his daugh- 
ters rushed to the desk to see the ticket 
Daddy” sent over. No one had the courage 
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We are keenly disappointed that the reproduc- 
tion of the oil painting, shown here, cannot do 
full justice to the original scene, painted in blues, 
greens and browns. Most of those who saw the 
picture on Betty Obert’s desk were of the opinion 
that it was exceptionally well done for an artist’s 
first effort. Most amazing is the fact that Gienn 
Obert painted it with the brush held between his 
teeth! This is one of the developments in physical 


Glenn Obert Now Paints In Oils 


therapy which Glenn has received at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Omaha. Glenn is now back in Lincoln 
and has been placed in a convalescent home at 
1745 E Street. Mrs. Lillian Clark, owner of the 
home, spent a week in training in the operation 
of the machines on which Glenn must depend for 
breathing. Glenn, a member of Lincoln plant, 
was stricken a year ago with bulbar polio. His 
wife. Betty, formerly worked in the cafeteria and 
is now employed in Central District Plant. 


to tell them that ‘‘Daddy’s ticket’ was the one 
plugging up the tube and making the terrible 
noise which sounds as if the board is being 
torn to pieces! 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Vacations still seem to occupy the spotlight. 
Thomas C. Woods, our president, returned the 
forepart of September from Madeline Island 
where Mrs. Woods and he spent most of their 
vacation. Marcia Watson, Cafeteria, had an 
especially enjoyable vacation. The forepart 
of it was devoted to entertaining two of her 
sons and families, which included grandchil- 
dren. Mrs. Watson is never more happy than 
when she is doing that sort of entertaining. 
Following their visit here, she and her hus- 
band accompanied one of the sons and family 
to his home in Price, Utah. It was the Wat- 
sons first visit in that section of our country 
and they report a thoroughly enjoyable sight- 
seeing vacation. Then, Kay Portsche, secre- 
tary to the vice-president, and Mr. Portsche 
took off on a trip to the Golden West. While 
they ran into extremely hot weather in the 
desert, nevertheless they did have fun enter- 
taining themselves in the cities, and especially 
in Las Vegas. Max C. Walker, assistant to 
general plant superintendent, and Houghton 
Furr, secretary-treasurer, spent their vaca- 
tions outsmarting trout in Montana and 
Wyoming. In spite of rain, sleet and snow, 
they connected, and the only good fishing 
day they had, they must have made the most 
of it, cause they produced some real evidence 
on their arrival home. Very last-minute vaca- 
tion item (October 3) comes from the person- 
nel department. Walter F. Roberts decided 
to try his luck at fishing and spend a few 
days in South Dakota. ... Callers in the gen- 
eral plant office — Bert Huddleston, Bob 
Schouborg, Art Smith, and Leon Stacy. It’s 
been a long, long time since we have seen 
some of these folk and we were so happy 
they paid us a visit. 
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Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


At the top of our list of vacation trips is 
our boss man’s short but perfectly wonderful 
fishing excursion into the wilds of Canada. 
The group drove 550 miles beyond the U.S.A. 
border, to the end of the road by ground 
travel, where they cabined. Trips by air to 
more remote fishing spots proved very suc- 
cessful, though the weather was a bit wet 
and winterish. The fish are definitely as tall 
at the tales! Mr. Strasser highly recommends 
such an adventure for a pleasant vacation. 
... Kent Eno and Wes Haas are telling of 
places and things they saw on their trips to 
California. Milton Royce changed from 
his usual annual trek to Colorado to a fishing 
trip to Minnesota, visiting en route in Iowa. 
_.. Geo. Fleck likes conventions and enjoys 
being in Chicago, so he took in the Telephone 
Convention in the windy city. ... Walt 
Knudson and John Dittenber both had too 
much home work to do to get away during 
their time off. ... Jess Ellis and Bud Miller 
are our newest new car owners; both with 
Fords. ... We had hoped last month that we 
were through with injuries, but misfortune 
has struck again. Axel Berglund has a badly 
crushed finger to show for his experience 
with a slippery pole. He found out the hard 
way that they are just too heavy to single 
handedly stop them from rolling... . It’s good 
news to hear that Mrs. Bob Donaldson is 
able to take to crutches and return home from 
the hospital after seven weeks of confinement. 

. Art Sharp and Bill Weygint have changed 
from full-time work to part-time assign- 
ment, enabling them to return to_ school 
routines of a few years back. Art has entered 
the University of Nebraska as a_ business 
administration major. and Sigma Chi for 
extra curricular activity. Bill Weygint has 
registered at Nebraska Wesleyan, majoring 
in physical education, with plans for a foot- 
ball coaching career. As part of his school 
work he is now. assisting the coach at 
Cathedral High. 
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It's, always nice to have a bit of 
excitement punctuate the day. Folk 
of Lincoln Commercial were grateful 
for Lillian Shafer's contribution 
when her chair busted down one dull 
morning and Lillian fetched up flat 
on the floor with a rescunding BANG! 


Carole Cummings, Hastings operator, 
reports the following adventure with 
a calling party on an incoming L.D. 
call. Carole had answered an infor- 
mation light and was requested to 
look up the number of a ("John 
Smith," and while she was doing so, 
she correctly inquired, "Do you have 
an address?" Perhaps no. one ever 
thought that this could sound like 
"Do you have on a dress?" but that's 
the way the distant party understood 
its She replied, a bit huffy-like, 
"No, I have on jeans, but why does 
that make any difference?" Carole 
was struck speechless but the dis- 
tant L.D. operator explained matters 
to her customer. 
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President Thomas C. Woods had a self-satisfied 
feeling because he had the foresight to bring 
his raincoat to the office with him one cloudy 
morming. As he neared his destination it be- 
gan to rain and Mr. Woods donned the raincoat 
with a flourish. For a moment he was astonish- 
ed at the amount he had grown since he last 
used the raincoat. Then it occurred to him 
that he carried Mrs. Woods' garment with him. 
by mistake. 
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When Kennetha Perry, Lincoln Traffic, 
handled a call to a Doctor Kinsey at 
a distant city, she was told to say 
that this was not the one who wrote 
the report. And that's the way the 
call was placed. Afterwards, Kenny 
remembered her literature and decided 
her customer was having some fun at 
her expense. 
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Betty Sherwood, Accounting, drew the WW 

assignment of buying steaks for an (, 
outdoor steak fry. Passing a meat 
market, she saw a sign advertising 
"Buffalo," and decided it would be 
quite a feat to provide buffalo 
steaks. Accordingly she asked the 
butcher if she could have a look at 
the buffalo meat and was quite dis- 
illusioned when he held before her 


gaze a fine specimen of a _ buffalo 
carp. 


Joe Adamson, area manager at Tecumseh, wanted 
to prove to everyone at home that he actually 
caught fish while in Canada. So he saved them 
all, packing them in ice just before starting 
the long drive home. When he opened the box 
on arriving at Tecumseh there was but one 
thing todo, and he did it. The fish were 
deposited unceremoniously and abruptly into 
the garbage can. 
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-— While the brothers, Jim and Jack Geist, had never been queried 
~ _ 4n the poll, "Who would you choose for a companion if you were ————— 
_. t© be shipwrecked on a desert island?" they were pretty sure - _— 
- they were not going to enjoy the immediate prospect. Far out _— 
<= into the Gulf of Mexico the motor of their fishing boat conked : 
== Cut and they were not sure that a low-flying pilot had spotted 
them and reperted their plight. As the hours went by they be-° 
came convinced that they were lost at sea. At long last a 
———- Coast Guard craft came to their rescue. 
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The girls of Lincoln business office are still 
trying to wring a confession from Stella Sowers 
concerning the weighty problem that occupied 
her mind that morning when she tried to fill 
her fountain pen from a can of rubber cement. 


————< _ ———— —_——=— 
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F. D. Hamilton, directory compilation supervisor, is receiving his baptism 
of fire with the publication of the~ current Lincoln directory; the first 
since his appointment to his present position last April. 


Myrtle Henline, a mainstay in the directory compilation section, is shown 
checking directory contracts. The machine at left is the ‘Econotype,” 


designed for typing directory reference cards. 


Janet Pavey, directory compilation section, processing advertising copy. 
She directs ad copy to subscribers for checking and approval. The approved 
copy is sent to the Journal-Star for inclusion or deletion. 
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Jim Martinez, right, directory advertising salesman, demonstrates the 
pulling power of the Yellow Pages to Lee Berkheimer, district commercial 
manager of the Gas Company. Nearly every business establishment in 
Lincoln is contacted by one of the five directory advertising salesmen during 
the four-month period of solicitation. 


Lincolns Best Seller. 


Lincoln’s new telephone directory will be ready for 
delivery to subscribers about December 1. The delivery 
date has been established for an entire year and during that 
period a carefully organized plan of activity has been in 
operation so that the related efforts of many people are 
directed toward the goal of producing a directory, free from 
errors, for delivery December 1. 

A prodigious amount of work is involved. Members 
of the directory compilation crew have a year-round task of 
keeping the alphabetical section always up to date. The 
safeguards against making mistakes in processing the ever 
changing listings are many. But the chief requirements for 
employees concerned with this stage of directory prepara- 
tion is patience and care; and legibility of handwriting and 
typewritten copy. 

The new publication will total 72,000 copies; each 
about 7% inch in thickness. Stack them one on top the 
other and the pile would tower more than 3,700 feet! This 
represents an increase of 8,000 copies over the number 
published last December. The books are thicker, with the 


Clerks Mary Walker and Marla Kutz are shown proofreading page 
proofs. They also send cards to subscribers on which are pasted clippings 
showing exactly kow their new listing will appear in the directory. 


Mr. Martinez, back at his desk, writing up new contracts, making copy 
sheets and (most important,) preparing his commission sheet. 
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Is On the Press 


addition of eight white and six yellow pages as a conse- 
quence of an increase in subscribers and advertisers. _ 
Orders processed through the local business office 
and plant department find their way, on completion, to the 
directory compilation section from whence the corrected 
listings are directed to the Journal-Star Printing Company, 
printers and publishers of the directory. The new listing 
is set up by linotype; the slug inserted in its proper place on 
the Journal-Star sets up the alpha- visor of General Commercial, directs 


' >d- -orrec 3 rned in a 
the page form; proofed; and the corrected sheets ae betical listings for the Daily Adden- the paging of the classified section. 
the form of the Daily Addendum.” This comprises the dum, a_ process which’ continues Dean Hamilton lends an assist at 


master copy of the directory and by this means it is koe ONE ee right. 
abreast of current changes. 

The alphabetical section of the directory “closed” on 
October 14; the classified section, or “Yellow Pages.’ 14 = | 
days earlier. Directory salesmen began their Lincoln solicitae & ——— 
tion about June 1. In this section, also, extreme care is 3 
used to prevent error. The copy and illustrations are checked 
and rechecked for accuracy. On these pages we present, in 
pictorial sequence, some of the steps in compiling and = S ; 
publishing the Lincoln directory. Not all the people who pe gees @ie= Sia , 
have a hand in the big undertaking can be given their duc i ies: ie 
credit in the picture story, more is the pity. ee Sere: ewe 
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Linotype operator Gene Lehr of George Walroth, directory super- 
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Victor Spencer and K. Y. Horst, of the Journal-Star composing depart- 
ment are shown as thev lock un the form on pages for the alphabetical 


section. The page forms are stored in the files in background. 


Florence Loder, “right-hand-man” of Directory Sales Manager Herbert 


Velte, checks contract and copy for error and prepares information for the 
control files of the directory sales company. 


Bsa, 


Roo ea ae 


’ 


oS 


Journal-Star proofreaders, Minnie Overman and “Frieda Goldsmith 
give the newly-proofed alphabetical and classified pages their close 
scrutiny. 


en eee = _ oe i . F __. - e 3 Ry tb a 
Artist Einer Fuglemsmo draws the ad The alphabetical pages being printed on the big offset press of 


design for the making of plates. Dorothy Krejci prepares transmittal sheet the Journal-Star. As the final process, the pages are trimmed, collated 
for copy and cuts to be sent to the compilation section. and bound into books at the Journal-Star plant. 
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A Study in Prices and Their Effect on LT&T 


LT&T has been affected, as much as its employees, by 
the rising cost of living during the past decade. The com- 
pany’s needs for sustaining life and growth are different, 
of course, from those of an individual. Its “grocery money” 
is spent for plant, equipment and supplies. Whatever econo- 
mies LT&T is able to effect, in recent years, often depend on 
shrewd shopping or price reductions in this field. 

During the past few weeks good news has come to us of 
the lowering of price on several items of equipment. It 
cannot be called a trend, for only a few items are involved 
among the hundreds that we buy. Indeed, prices are still 
advancing in many fields of supplies. At present there is 
no indication that a pattern may be set which could result 
in a general decrease in the cost of our “grocery bill.” 

Everyone knows that prices are higher than they used to 
be. Our parents might have said the same thing, with equal 
accuracy, thirty years ago, for the cost of things consumers 
buy has increased approximately fourfold during the past 
century. 

Yet it would be a mistake to conclude, as many do, that 
there is natural and continuous tendency for prices to rise 
and that it is “contrary to nature” to hope for stable or fall- 
ing prices in the future. Actually all the increase in price 
level since 1820 can be accounted for by rises which occurred 
during four brief periods overlapping our major wars: 
1861 to 1865; 1915 to 1920; 1940 to 1948 and 1950 to 1952. 
These periods represent in total only 19 out of the 135 years 
between 1820 and 1955. During the remaining 115 years 
prices were either steady, or declining, or recovering gradu- 
ally from a previous decline. 

This long record, graphically illustrated on the chart, 
demonstrates that there is no historical tendency for prices 
to rise continuously and there is no need to accept future 
inflation as inevitable. 

Since the end of the Korean conflict, however, prices 
have shown no inclination to drop. Several forces have con- 
tributed to their being maintained at the present record 
level. Among these reasons are: the continuance of govern- 
ment projects and subsidies; the need to retain a powerful 
military force; and the presence of a prosperity cycle in 
which growing national wealth supports increased produc- 
tion toward a better way of life. 

The telephone business is affected by rising costs more 
than most industries because our revenues are mainly de- 
rived from tariffs fixed by public utility commissions on 
the basis of a “reasonable return” on the investment of 
plant in service; not on plant worth based on present values. 

A rise in price levels is immediately reflected in added 
cost of providing service. More slowly it results in an in- 
creased investment in plant by which the need of added 


revenues may be proven. Telephone rates, therefore, can- 
not rise and fall in unison with the general price structure 
of the nation. 

So we welcome those recent instances in which prices of 
certain materials and equipment have shown a slight de- 
crease, while we view with some alarm the growing scarcity 
of copper, one of the industry’s most important metals. A 
strike against two of the largest copper producing companies 
and against the largest refiner and processor of copper has 
cut back production 60% and seriously depleted available 
supplies and inventories. Western Electric has gone into the 
open market for buying copper and collecting copper scrap. 
There is strong competitive bidding for copper now on the 
market. The preference for copper plumbing by millions 
of new home owners has brought suppliers for the building 
trades strongly into the field of bidders for the scarce metal. 

From information furnished by the supply department 
and the cost engineer we have prepared the following charts 
showing variation of prices and costs of several factors of 
telephone plant for the years 1916, 1941 and 1959, based on 
the index: “Price in 1941 equals 100.” 

Comparing this chart with the one directly beneath it: 
Telephone Rates, Lincoln Exchange, for the same years, it is 
readily apparent that outstanding accomplishments in econ- 
omy have been performed in the provision of telephone 


service. 
Cost of Plant Items 


1916 1941 1955 
Buildings 56 100 274 
C0... : 87 100 216 
Station Apparatus 75 100 ae 
Station Installations 50 100 
Drop Wire 48 100 243 
P.B.X 78 100 213 
Pole Line 39 100 214 
Cable 89 100 260 
Exchange Wire 80 100 233 
Toll Wire 136 100 286 
Underground Conduit 50 100 233 

Telephone Rates, Lincoln Exchange 

1916 1941 1955 
Individual Business 86 100 es 
Individual Residence 82 100 te 
Two-party Business 82 100 ae 
Two-party Residence 78 100 1 : 
Rural Residence 100 ; a 20 

—And try this one for size. 

1916 1941 1955 

LT&T Taxes 19 100 490 
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New Testing Procedure Detects Bad Grounds. 


By J. S. Reed 


The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company has 
established the practice of testing grounds at central offices, 
cable and open-wire junctions, and buffer protection points 
on an annual basis. The purpose is to detect open or high 
resistance grounds which might cause failure of telephone 
protective equipment in these locations with resulting damage 
to cable and central office equipment. This protective equip- 
ment operates when a power wire comes in contact with a 
telephone line or a lightning stroke induces a high voltage 
charge in the line. A good low-resistance ground will effec- 
tively disperse the lightning discharge or cause rapid opera- 
tion of the power system overload protection, thus promptly 
removing the dangerous power voltage from the telephone 
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‘“Vibroground” test instrument that measures the resistance 
of the ground at the point where the central office or pole 
protector ground is installed. Since the telephone cable 
sheath is grounded at the central office, the ground connec- 
tion is temporarily removed from the cable messenger at open 
wire and cable junctions to obtain the true ground resistance 
at these points. Resistance readings over 5 ohms at central 
offices and 25 ohms at pole protector locations call for an in- 
vestigation to determine the cause of the high reading. and 
corrective measures are then taken to reduce the resistance to 
a value below the maximum permitted. 


‘“Vibroground’’ ground tester in use. Ray Clinton is holding 
down a push button which sets the device in operation. Two of 
the leads shown connect to auxiliary ground rods pushed into the 
earth about 20 feet away from the ground under test. The 
third lead goes to the ground wire on the pole. The pointer 
knob in the center of the instrument panel is turned until the 
meter above it registers zero, and the reading is then taken 
from the knob position on the dial. 


The Vibroground tester is assigned in rotation to each of 
the four districts in the LT@T territory for a specified period 
each year to enable checking all central office and pole pro- 
tector grounds. This program has already proved its worth 
in revealing a surprising number of open or high resistance 
grounds, which might never have otherwise been detected. 
These defects are corrected when found, thus assuring maxi- 
mum protection for our telephone lines and central office 
equipment. 
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Robert Hohnstein (on buffer protection pole) has just connected 
a test lead from the Vibroground tester to the ground post in 
the pole protector under the crossarm. Ray Clinton (back to 
camera) is taking the ground resistance readings from the test 
instrument which has been set on the car seat. 


This open ground lead on the buffer protection pols was origi- 
nally in its normal vertical position and would never have been 
detected even on close inspection. It was neatly severed at the 
ground line, evidently by a mowing machine that had ap- 
proached too close to the pole. 
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Human Relations Grads in October Round-up 


The Human Relations in Manage- 
ment course was established as part of 
the company’s educational program for 
supervisory employees in February 
1953. Since that time, and including 
the members of the class now in prog- 
ress, 113 employees have been assigned 
to the various classes. 


October 28 was “round-up” day for 
the graduates, who were invited to at- 
tend an all-day session at the Corn- 
husker Hotel. Most of them must have 
been present, for a total of 117 plates 
were filled at the noon-day luncheon. 
This number, of course, included guests 


and company officials, but Walter F. 
Roberts, personnel director, was elated 
at the turnout which seemed to include 
all former class members except those 
whose vacations were then in progress. 

The agenda consisted of an address 
“Human Relations Every Day,” by Dr. 
R. M. Bourne, of the University of Ne- 
braska; and one entitled “The Psycho- 
logical Approach” by Dr. D. S. Mac- 
Donald, director of the Child Guidance 
Center at Lincoln. The presentation of 
certificates was made, with appropriate 
remarks, by M. M. Hale, vice president. 
Two films, “Let's Be Human” and “The 


Boss Didn't Say Good Morning” were 
shown, and a panel discussion closed the 
session. 

In that the application of Human Re- 
lations is a continuing process, subject 
to revision and change with the passage 
of time and the progress of our arts, it 
was the opinion of Mr. Roberts that 
the Round-up was in order at this time 
as an essential factor to the success of 
the supervisory program. 

In the picture above, Dr. Bourne and 
Mr. Roberts occupy the rostrum at 
right, and former class members com- 
fortably fill the confines of the Corn- 


husker’s Georgian Room. 


That's Where Our Money Goes 


Every employee knows that the company operates on and within 
budget which is followed religiously for the control of its expenditures. 
But within the memory of man no picture has ever been published showing 
the budget in the process of being born. Now we see it! This is a 
view cf one of the meetings of the provisional budget conference as the 
members were finalizing the 1956 budget and formulating that for 1957. 
The two-year look is an innovation brought about by these fast-moving 
times which make it necessary to have a longer view of future plans and 
prospects. Preparation and administration of the budget is the responsibility 
of the engineering department; so Paul H. Henson, chief engineer, occupies 
the chairman’s seat in this picture, taken several weeks ago. Ciockwise 
about the table, the members are: C. E. Connors, H. W. Cane, G. P. 
Barney, M. C. Walker, John Spady, A. 0. Andrews, R. K. Ghormley, C. B. 
Meshier, Clyde Burge, P. H. Henson, Tyler Ryan, A. W. Holcomb, F. M. 
Strasser, B. A. Isaman, G. B. Keith, H. W. Spahnle, R. D. Andrews, L. P. 
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Stewart Climbs fo 35-Year Rung 


Walter C. Stewart, eauipment foreman of Central Plant, has reached 
that stage of his career when he can look back over 35 years of service. 
The anniversary of this special event came October 20, when Walter was 
invited to the office of the general plant superintendent to receive his new 
service pin. The picture shows the presentation being made by George P. 
Barney. Left to right, the participants are identified as: M. C. Walker, 
Leston P. Livingston; Raloh J. Connors, L. G. Saunders, Mr. Stewart and Mr. 
Barney. 

Mr Stewart entered the telephone business as an apprentice combina- 
tionman, October 20, 1920, at Beatrice. He was made combinationman in 
April 1921 and a year later became a testboardman. Adding to his experi- 
ence in plant work he became a switchboardman in 1926. He was manager 
at Wymore before coming to Lincoln as combinationman in 1935. 
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LT&I - Union Contract Signed 
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Members of the Union Bargaining Committee signing the contract at 
the conclusion of the bargaining session. Clockwise around the table from 
left are the three members of the Company unit: Llovd W. Cleveland; K. L. 
Lawson, chairman; and Bruce J. Sievers; and the five members of the Union 
committee: John R. Shipp; Dorothy Grafton; Robert Blackford; Oscar M. 
Boeder, assistant district director of CWA, chairman; and Elvin ©. Wait, 
president of Local 7470, CWA. 


After a series of bargaining sessions extending for more 
than a month, an agreement was reached October 31 between 
representatives of the Company and the Union, covering 
certain changes in the working condition clauses and a new 
wage contract granting increases to all employees in the 
bargaining unit. Generally the male employees received 
pay raises ranging from $2.50 to $4.50 per week and female 
employees from $2.00 to $3.50 per week. The average hourly 
increases are 9.49 cents for men and 6.65 cents for women. 

The new wage schedules anticipate minimum require- 
ment of the new Wage and Hour Law which will become 
effective March 1, 1956. Accordingly, there will be no start- 
ing rates of less than $40.00 per week. Merle M. Hale, vice 
president, stated that the new schedule will cost the com- 
pany approximately $226,000 per year; and added that every 
effort would be made by the company to absorb the addi- 
tional cost without asking subscribers to pay more for their 
telephone service. “The granting of higher wages at this 
time,” he said, “is in recogniticn of the fine over-all per- 
formance of our employees. which is so essential to the suc- 
cessful operation of our company.” 
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Another H-R Class Opens Its Books 


The first Human Relations in Management class of the fall term held its 
introductory meeting Octcber 21 in the “cafeterin’’ room of the 15th & M 
building. The usuel dozen members made ud the class, with Walter F. 
Reberts, verscnnel director, in his customary role as discussion leader. Clock- 
wise around the table the class members are identified a. Oliver Hoffman, 
Richard B. Hobson, Russell R. Rauch. William D. Quinn, Mabel Volpp, Louise 
Reth, Walter F. Roberts, Rov A. Carlson, Byron D. Pattison, Charles E. Con- 
nors, George E. Walroth, Rod BD. Andrews, Jack Caldwell. 


Western Commercials Visit Lincoln 


The general offices, personified by K. J. Boshart, commercial training 
supervisor, played host to commercial folk of the western district Thursday, 
October 13. The group were given intimate glimpses of operations of the 
commercial and accounting departments as well as a general tour of the 
buildings at 14th and M and 15th and M streets. In the picture, taken in 
the toll eauipment department, are, from left: Florence Hobelman, Superior; 
James Budgeon, Hastings: Margoret Hanson, Superior; Ralph Wait, Stroms- 
burg; Norma Hefnider, Hastings; Lois Miller. York; Phyllis Jones, Hastings; 
June Mocre, York; Dorothy Darnold, Hastings: Mary Wright, Hebron; Betty 
Beebe, Osceola; Catherine Cassell, Suttcen; Edith Mattson, Stromsburg; 
Frank Kubat, Superior, and K. J. Boshart, Lincoln. 


Lets Meet Our New Employees 


ACCOUNTING 
Name Position Exchange Emp. 
Crystal Miller.......... JMaGchine ODGPAL Ol onc eiseinccctiescadene: 10-24 
COMMERCIAL 
Elaine Bockerman....... shes MOTE oo inchs crensarectatkotsssaedts PLES UITIES - werisencasagion LOMAS 
Rose Cecava...... salen sues Saasaiee aco MOT Ws -ohSzadceicdev osbspeandelats onees | Fok clo lh: eee 9-27 
CUBPICE BOK ic svcsceccccsteenstaess ere tl -) |) ae TTC OI. so ckccdcoaecs 9-29 
Evelyn Johnson................ Clerk: (Pcl): Weeping Water.... 9-20 
Marlene Linemann.... sila as PURE EOD o cacncdechvidaed cSacasnvarerae VN ARNON on cureuces _ 9-26 
Lucille Schliep............. a & |), one Leaiacsy BELO LUD ecvcbsscciteet: 10-19 
ENGINEERING 
Sleanor Peterson... SO CVSEBE Vii rsd tecankiensth ss Beoatagesestisvarcanaés 10-10 
Curtis Sieck... Engineer. . 9-19 
PLANT 
Willard Berger...... ; Groundman (Cst.)........ VOCE «suc: 10- 3 
Charles Bouse.............. Garage Mechanic 
(Supply)... yastades cites eirewdlacectices Ror 10-10 
Martin Deubelbeiss Groundman (Cst.) Lincoln ..... 10- 6 
Melvin Faust......... ; Groundman (Cst.) Hastings ... 10-10 
Raymond Grafelman.... Groundman (Cst.)........Lincoln . 10-10 
Ramon Green...... Groundman (Cst.) Hastings .. 10-10 
Darlene Kasten stenographer _ 
(Supply)... sac o33 10-17 
Kilmer Kleckner..... Janitor. LINCOM «:3 9-26 
Cleo Kohlhof ‘ . Service Operator Lincoln ..... 10- 3 
Jack Mahoney (Re-emp.)..... Groundman (Exch.)... Tecumseh 10-17 
Charles Shuler, Jr... Warehouseman Said 
(Supply) i0-17 
TRAFFIC 
Marcia Ayer... Operator Lineoln .. 10- 3 
Wilma Ball............. Operator Lincoln . 10- 3 
Delores Bolejack Operator Auburn 10-10 
Darlene Boukather . Operator Lincoln .. 10-10 
Darlene Geiser Overator Lincoln . 10- 3 
Ruth Jones........ a Operator Ashiand 19- 3 
Marilyn Mann (Re-emp.) Operator Lincoln .. 9-19 
Marjorie Miller ~ Operator Lineoln . 10- 38 
Kay Monkelien Overator Lincoln .. 9-19 


Joyce Nutt 


Grace Oyler (Re-emp.) 


Operator 
Operator 


Lincoln 
Nebraska City 


Dorothy Palmer (Re-emp.)... Operator Lincoln 10-18 
Donita Porter Operator Tincoln 10-10 
Virginia Richardson Operator Hastings 9-2¢ 
Beulah Russell. Operator Plattsmouth 9-26 
Beverly Schroeder Operator Lineoln 9-26 
Agatha Schroetlin Operator Lincoln 10- 3 
Marcella Vodicka Operator Wahoo 9-26 
Jean Williams Operator Lincoln 10-10 
Joan Wilson Operator Lineoln 9-26 


Gloria Withers 
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Operator 


Lincoln 


Among the town’s early oscar winners were 
these LT&T-folk: Waldo McDowell, Ray Baldwin, 
Georgia Smith, Eunice Bailey, Jim Cruickshank, 
Martha Dietrich, Dorothy Lefler, Fred Betten- 
hausen, Joan Moorberg, Carl Ahl, George Han- 
sen, A. B. Waters, Tyler Ryan. Not in picture: 
Marvin Joosten, Roger Ghormley and Pearl 
Barnhouse. 


A Successful Drive 


LTé*T went over the top in the an- 
nual Community Chest-Red Cross fund 
drive held last month at Lincoln. The 
company’s quota was reached on the 
fourth day of reporting and final tab- 
ulations show that the new payroll de- 
duction plan, plus the efforts of an 
energetic group of workers, increased 
our pledges over last year by more than 
30%: with 87% of the employees 
signed for the continuing deduction 
plan. 

Ray Baldwin and Waldo J. McDowell 
were co-colonels in charge of the solici- 
tation. Under them were 20 captains, 
each of whom was in charge of a de- 
partment or section. Of these, 14 were 
successful in meeting their sub-quotas 
and qualified for the oscar awards. 
Probably the most outstanding record of 
any of the groups was that of one de- 
partment of 44 employees who signed 
up 100% for the payroll deduction plan 
and exceeded their pledge quota by a 
whopping 69. 

Howard Spahnle was lieutenant-gen- 
eral in charge of collections in the en- 
tire utilities field. Team captains for 
LT&*T were Carl Ahl, Eunice Bailey, 
Estella Foght, Martha Dietrich, A. B. 
Waters. Paul Radebaugh, Dean Jones, 
Marvin Joosten, Ivan Hellerich, Perry 
Caldwell. George Hansen, James 
Cruickshank, Roger Ghormley, Tyler 
Ryan, Dorothy Lefler, Pearl Barnhouse, 
Georgia Smith, Fred Bettenhausen, Joan 
Moorberg and Phil Garvey. 


§-D Day, 1955 


Write it on your cuff—Thursday, 
December 1, will be the second annual 
S-D Day, or Safe Driving Day. Its pur- 
pose is to demonstrate again that traffic 
accidents can be greatly reduced when 
motorists and pedestrians fulfill their 
moral and civic responsibility for safety. 

it is sponsored by the President's 
Committee for Traffic Safety, in co- 
Operation with prominent national or- 
ganizations including the Society of As- 
sociated Industrial Editors, of which the 
Telephone News staff are members. 

S-D Day last year demonstrated that 
accidents could be greatly reduced for 
one day and called attention dramati- 
cally to the importance of year-round 
support of existing safety programs and 
laws. 


In the United States. last year. traf- - 


fic accidents killed 36,000 people; in- 
jured or disabled somebody every 25 
seconds; and cost an estimated $4.4 bil- 
lion in medical bills, property loss or 
other expense. There is probably no 
one in the United States who has not 
had a family member, friend or neigh- 
bor injured in a traffic accident. 

Let us, of LT@T, fully support the 
President's program, not only on De- 
cember 1, but on every day during the 
year, Here are some tips for extending 
your life and health: 

SAFE DRIVING TIPS: 

Be sportsmanlike of every drive. 

Obey all traffic regulations. 

Keep speed reasonable. Start earlier and 
drive slower. 

Don’t drive when you drink. 

Remember, danger increases with dark- 
ness. At sundown reduce speed so you're 
within driving range of your headlights. 

Stay in line—don’'t weave. 

Don’t pass unless there’s plenty of room 
—and never pass on hills or curves. 

Allow sufficient stopping distance be- 
tween you and the car ahead. 


Li , i. 
ere Lies @ (oy 


By Name of bril 


He Crossed 
The Line 


On the Cide of 


Be alert at intersections. 


Always signal your intention to turn or 
stop. 


If the weather is bad, don’t drive unless 
you must. If you drive, double your care. 


Check your brakes, lights, windshield 
wipers, tires and steering. 


Equip the front seats of your car with 
safety belts. 


SAFE WALKING TIPS: 


Cross streets only at crosswalks. 

Before crossing, look both ways. 

Cross only on proper signal. 

Watch for turning cars. 

Never go into the roadway between 
parked cars. 

If there is no sidewalk, and you must walk 
in the roadway, walk on left, facing traffic. 

When walking at night, wear or carry 
something white to help drivers see you. 


For Service Received 


A telephone call for help brought 
immediate response from Alice Cuda, 
local operator at York, and within a 
matter of minutes a doctor and mem- 
bers of the family were speeding to- 
ward the home of Mrs. Fannie Spurling, 
who had fallen and injured herself 
severely as she was descending the 
stairs. By great effort Mrs. Spurling had 
managed to reach the telephone and re- 
port her plight—and Alice took it from 
there. 
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A week later the following letter was 
received at the York office, commend- 
ing the local operator's presence of 
mind and prompt action: 

“| want to thank the operator who came to 
my rescue when | phoned for help after falling 
down stairs a week ago. Her promptness in 
getting the doctor brought him to the house in 


short time. So please thank her for her effi- 
ciency and promptness—I greatly appreciate 


yi (Signed) Fannie S. Spurling. 

Miss Cuda, who hails from Benedict, 
has been employed in York Traffic 
since last June. She is certainly to be 
congratulated for her rapid indoctrina- 
tion in the Spirit of Service. 


Mary Bethscheider T. E. Longdon 
Hebron Fairbury 
35 Years 35 Years 


42 YEARS Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron. 
39 YEARS R. C. Boling, Lincoln. 
38 YEARS H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 


37 YEARS Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City. 


35 YEARS Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; Erma 
Dixon, Geneva; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury: J. 
T. May, Lincoln. 


34 YEARS H. H. Lahr, Hastings: Martha 
Merz, Seward. 


31 YEARS Eita Griffin, Geneva: W. A. 


Rosenthal, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln. 
29 YEARS Rosalie Carlson, Della Wilcox, 


Lincoln. 
28 YEAR§ Irene Combs, Lincoln. 
27 YEARS A. B. Gorman, C. W. Helm, Lin- 


coln. 


Pioneers Are Laying Their 
Winter Plans 


As they approach the time when the 
social season swings into high gear, the 
official family of the Frank H. Woods 
pioneer chapter have been formulating 
plans to present to the members a well 
rounded agenda of activities. 

Committee chairmen, as announced 
by President Kent Eno, are as follows: 
K. J. Boshart, Membership; Myrtle 
Henline, Fellowship; Al Ager, Hobby; 
Waldo J. McDowell and Claude W. 
Helm, Men’s Social; Dorothy Lefler, 
Women's Social; B. A. Isaman, Histort- 
cal: Carl Ahl, Publicity; A. B. Walters, 
Resolutions; Rolly R. Winders, Ways 
and Means; Georgia Smith, National 
Correspondent; Bert R. Overcash, Re- 
tired Employees Club. E. Royce will 


E. Backstrom 


30 Years 


25 YEARS Lavina McElroy, Wilber: Helen 
Ofe, Plattsmouth. 


24 YEARS Louise Schmidt, Lincoln. 
23 YEARS Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, Lin- 


coln. 


20 YEARS Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 
18 YEARS Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 


16 YEARS Dorothy Darnold, Hastings: Man- 
dane Reid, Fairbury: Bessie Schultz, York. 


14 YEARS Clara Costello, Tecumseh; D. D. 


Smith, Lincoln. 
13 YEAR§ Mabel Volpp, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Darlene Remmers, Beatrice: Ann 
Stoll, Plattsmouth, H. W. Tubbs, Hastings. 


11 YEARS J. P. Howland, Lincoln: Lucille 
Lane, Weeping Water. 


9 YEARS A. L. Ackerman, Fairmont; Eunice 
Bailey, T. G. Goldenstein, N. E. Hammond, 


assist in the promotion of the activities 
U 


of the Retired Employees Club. Chair- 


Lavina McElroy 
Lincoln Wilber 
25 Years 


Helen Ofe Marie Jackson 
Plattsmouth Lincoln 
25 Years 20 Years 


Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn; V. V. Clark, 
Wilber: Shirley Martin, Wymore; W. K. 
Menze, Seward; Geraldeen Williams, Su- 
perior. 


8 YEARS A. C. Andres, Stromsburg; Luetta 
Bacon, Hastings: W. I. Duer, C. H. Misch- 
nick, Joan Moorberg, Cecile Simons, Lincoln: 
R. H. Fischer, Milford: R. A. Francis, Heb- 
ron: F. G. Rowlison, Osceola; Betty Vaughn, 
Fairbury. 


7 YEARS L. D. Burch, Crete: J. L. Garrett, 
Geneva; L. V. Higgins, W. L. Higgins, A. L. 
McVay, Auburn; J. L. Roth, Hastings; L. H. 
Schmutte, Lincoln; G. C. Shipley, Seward. 


6 YEARS Norma Hahn, Tecumseh: Leona 
Jones, Ohiowa; C. J. Tracy, Lincoln. 


5 YEARS Betty Berge, Ashland: K. J. Fer- 
guson, David City; Elaine Teten, Nebraska 
City: M. E. Joosten, Royce Wilson, Lincoln: 
Ewald Ochsner, Seward: Eva Schmidt, Dun- 


bar. 


man of the Nominating Committee will 
be Bruce J. Sievers. 


A gathering of the Pioneer quarterbacks called for a discussion of the season’‘s projects. Circling 


the table, from left: A. L. Ager, K. J. Boshart, 


Ray S. Baldwin, R. D. Andrews, Kent Eno, R. V. 


Clifford, W. J. McDowell, Bert R. Overcash, Tyler Ryan, A. B. Gorman, Myrtle Henline, Georgia Smith, 


Dorothy Lefler, Myra Metcalf. 
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The Solar Battery 


(An Editorial) 


How appropriate it was that the little 
Georgia town should be named Ameri- 
cus, where, during the first week in 
October, man harnessed the energy of 
the sun to provide electrical power for a 
rural telephone line. 


The solar battery, developed by the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories, was the 
instrument put to its first commercial 
use in supplying the current to activate 
an eight-party rural line. Farmers on the 
circuit reported that it worked well. 

Announcement of the perfection of 
the solar battery came from the Bell 
Laboratories early last year. The bat- 
tery is composed of 432 thin silicon 
cells, each about the size of a 25 cent 
piece. They are cushioned in oil and 
mounted in an aluminum housing about 
a yard square, The effect of the sun’s 
radiation on the specially prepared sili- 
con—made from common sand—con- 
verts its energy directly and efficiently 
into electricity. Excess current drains 
into a storage battery which provides 
power during the night and over 
periods of bad weather. 


There are no moving parts or corro- 
sive chemicals in the solar battery and 
Bell scientists have expressed their be- 
lief that it should last indefinitely. There 
is no doubt that the device is a revolu- 
tionary development in communications 
and possibly in the power field. 


What could this discovery mean to 
the economic future of the sunny areas 
of our country and to the world as a 
whole? If the sun can be put to work as 
a source of perpetual power, pumping 
and freshening the water of the sea, 


for instance, we may have to rearrange 
a good many of our present ideas about 
pressure of population on land resources 
of the world. The possibilities of such a 
discovery for the future welfare of 
mankind stagger the imagination. 


To get some idea of how fast our 
progress may be in the years ahead, it 
may be helpful to recall how far we 
have come during the last few years. 
Just consider that in 1938 medicine had 
no antibiotics and agriculture was with- 
out DDT. In that year there was no 
television industry. No one knew how 
to seed clouds for rain or split the uran- 
jum atom. We knew next to nothing 
about jet aircraft, guided missiles or 
electronic refinements in the telephone 
industry. 


So long as we can keep our scientists 
and engineers equipped with the in- 
struments they need and working in an 
atmosphere of freedom, we need not 
worry about the loss of the old frontiers 
of opportunity, Science is an endless 
frontier. The scope of opportunity has 
broadened tremendously. The discovery 
of new things and the application of 
new ideas will help us keep our econ- 
omy growing and healthy and will be a 
deterrent of the strongest nature against 
aggressive adventures on the part of 
those who would attack the free world. 


The average American may agree that 
modern developments are “the best 
yet, but not “the last word.” He thinks 
nearly everything can be changed for 
the better—except freedom itself, which 
makes change possible. 


Look Up 


We like the story told by Captain 
Walter Kennedy of the Salvation Army, 
Lincoln. It seems that two ladies, driv- 
ing along a lonely stretch of highway, 
were brought to a halt by a flat tire. 
“This is a fine state of affairs,’ said 
one. “having a flat with no help for 
miles around, Oh, for an angel now.” 
“Here Iam,’ a voice called from above 
them. They looked up, and sure enough, 
a telephone lineman was descending a 
nearby pole. He helped with the flat 
and his parting words, as they drove 
away, were, “When in trouble, look up.” 


We clipped this good advice from 
Henry C. Woods’ monthly bulletin: 
“Musings of Uncle Hank.” 

We must stand up to be seen, speak 
up to be heard, and shut up to be really 
appreciated! 
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Our Cover 


In keeping with the theme of Thanks- 
giving, we introduce on our cover one 
of our large and fine families: Roger 
and Mary Ghormley, and _ children, 
Peggy, age 10; Phyllis, 8; Marilyn, 7; 
Keith, 4; and Martha, 10 months. Mr. 
Ghormley, general equipment engineer, 
labors hard and well in his church as 
elder and class teacher. For several 
years he had the added duties of super- 
intendent of Sunday Schools. 

We get a little closer to ourselves at 
this time of year, when the harvest is 
gathered and God bathes His world in 
colors of silver, red and gold. It is a 
time for counting our blessings. Giving 
thanks for our families; good friends 
and neighbors; our homes and comforts 
We are grateful to be masters of our 
thoughts, our speech and actions; and 
that we are free from want, from perse- 
cution or fear. Truly the sources of 
our happiness and welfare are innumer- 
able. It’s good to live in such a world. 
It’s great to be an American. 

And high among our privileges is the 
freedom to believe and worship as we 
choose. This is the invention and mark 
of a free people. Should that right ever 
be undermined or withdrawn, we shall 
cease to be Americans. 

The churches which form the border 
of the cover are situated in or near Lin- 
coln. Clockwise from upper left, they 
are: First Church of Christ, Scientist; 
St Paul Methodist; Holy Trinity Epis- 
copal; St. Mary's Cathedral, Catholic; 
First Plymouth Congregational; a coun: 
try church on West © Street; First 
Christian; First Baptist; Trinity Luther- 
en: and Westminster Presbyterian. 


Jacob Schneider 
Called Suddenly 


As the News goes 
to press, there came 
the sad tidings of 
the death of Jacob 
Schneider, equip- 
ment foreman at 2- 
Office, Lincoln. 
The parting came 
suddenly as Jacob 
was dressing for 
work on the morn- 
ing of Friday, Oc- 
tober 7. He succumbed to a chronic 
respiratory illness of long standing. He 
leaves a wife and three children to 
mourn his passing. 


Mr. Schneider came to LT&T in 
January 1931 as an apprentice switch- 
man and would have observed his 25th 
service anniversary next January. All 
his years with LT&T have been spent 
as a member of the switchroom forces 
and his present assignment as foreman 
was effective in December 1953. 


Jacob Schneider 


In his younger years Jacob was a 
ball player of no mean ability and 
played for several seasons on company 
baseball and softball teams. Later as 
his sickness became advanced he was 
forced to forego these activities and 
for the past several years his health 
has steadily deteriorated. 


The shock of Mr. Schneider’s sudden 
passing fell heavily upon his fellow 
workers although most of them were 
aware that his condition was more crit- 
ical than Jacob would admit. There 
were many times when he suffered at- 
tacks while at work and, against all 
advice, would cling tenaciously to his 
duties until the end of the day. He 
was 43 years of age at the time of his 
death. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Elsie Windels, mother of Sophia Win- 
dels, Syracuse Traffic, passed away October 
21 at Syracuse. Services were held October 
24 at the First Lutheran Church, Syracuse, 
with burial in Park Hill Cemetery. 


August Spencer, father of Orville Spencer, 
Engineering, died October 22 in Lincoln. 
Funeral services were held October 25 at 
Roberts Mortuary, with interment at Wyuka. 


A 45-year anniversary, a rare event in 
the annals of our company, came to 
Arthur 8. Keckler, plant training super- 
vison, on October 24. Not included in 
this sum of service is an additional four- 
plus years that he spent as an employee 
of the Dean Electric Company before 
he came to us as an inspector in Septem- 
ber 1910. 


Since that time he has performed in 
more capacities than can be enumerated 
here: among them, an installer, com- 
binationman, switchboard — supervisor, 
maintenance inspector, district inspec- 
tor, engineer, manager, P.A.S. operator, 
district clerk, plant training supervisor, 
and many other positions; most of 
them in the plant department. 


On the day that his 45-year service 


record was attained Mr. Keckler was 
given a testimonial luncheon at the 
Cornhusker Hotel, where he was sur- 
rounded by a sizable group of co-work- 
ers. President Thomas C. Woods pre- 
sided and paid tribute to Arthur’s long 
and unstinting devotion to his chosen 
profession; and replaced his 40-year 
diamond emblem with a larger one bear- 
ing the numerals “45.” 

The photograph taken of the presen- 
tation shows, seated from left: C. E. 
Cummings, John S. Reed, W. K. Eno, 
Thomas C. Woods, Mr. Keckler, M. M. 
Hale, G. P. Barney, L. P. Young. Stand- 
ing: Paul H. Henson, K. L. Lawson, A. 
©. Andrews, G. B. Keith, C. F. Peach- 
man, I. J. Devoe, Dorothy Lefler, Mina 
Jorgensen, C. B. Meshier, M. C. Walk- 
er, Houghton Furr, Walter F. Roberts. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


s Ve ; 
a 
Cloyd D. Bucknell 


Construction Foreman 
Nebraska City 


Commercial 


Mary Hansen, clerk to service representa’ 
tive, Lincoln. 


Marlene Holsten, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Plant 


Cloyd D. Bucknell, lineman, Construction, 
to construction foreman, Nebraska City. 


at 11 fe 


Lester N. Cox, groundman to lineman, 
Construction. 

Alfred L. DeBacker, lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, Hastings. 

Dan L. Fisher, janitor, Lincoln, to routine- 
man, COE, Lincoln Switchroom. 

Robert H. Greb, splicer’s helper to line- 
man, Construction. 

Bernard T. Hayes, lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, Hastings. 

James B. Howat, splicer’s helper, Hastings, 
to splicer, Construction. 

R. E. McCall, routineman, COE, to switch 
man, Lincoln Switchroom. 

James A. Rhodes, groundman, Pawnee City 
to Lincoln. 

Floyd G. Rowlison, lineman, Construction, 
York, to combinationman, Osceola. 

Alexander H. B. Seamark, Jr... groundman 
to lineman, Construction. 
James H. Shepard, splicer’s helper, Con- 
struction, to routineman, COE, Lincoln 
Switchroom. 


Testimonial Party For “Class of “55° 


Participants of the Retirement Party—too many to identify—gathered about one long table 


in the Lincoln Room at the Cornhusker. 


The annual retirement banquet, given 
in honor of those employees who gradu- 
ate from their active careers during the 
year 1955, was an event of October 19. 
An atmosphere of informality pervaded 
the Lincoln Room at the Cornhusker 
Hotel as the honored guests and wives 
were received by officers and directors 
of the company. 

Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, 
had charge of the arrangements and 
should be commended for his success in 
assembling a fine “home talent” pro- 
gram by performers all connected with 
the telephone family. Included were 
a trumpet solo by Halbert Varney; 
vocal solos by Winifred Winston and 
Earl Varney; and a violin solo by Irene 
Hall, daughter of Mr. Roberts. Hough- 
ton Furr, secretary-treasurer, accom- 
panied all selections on the piano. 

Honored guests, with their years of 
credited service, were R. C. Boling, 39; 
R.M. Cleveland, 34; David R. Culbert- 
son, 35; John M. Hobson, 41; A. S. 
Keckler, 45; Frank Kuchera, 35; J. Lloyd 
Lyne, 38; John L. Potter, 30; W. H. 
Spurlock, 39; Ernest Wedgwood, 41; 
Harry G. White, 40; and Maude P. 
Willey, 34. All except Messrs. Kuchera, 
Lyne and Potter were present. 


Attending the introductions was 
Merle M. Hale, vice president; while 
President Thomas C. Woods bespoke 
the compliments of the company and 
presented each of the retiring class with 
the time-honored retirement gift, an 
electric clock with individually inscribed 
plaques recording the length of service. 
Responses were made by several of the 
honored guests and the balance of the 
evening was occupied with recounting 
reminiscences and highlights of their 
long careers. 


President Woods emphasizes a point in_ his 
talk to the honored guests. Others at the 
speakers table, from left: |. J. Devoe, M. M. Hale, 
Mrs. T. C. Woods and Walter F. Roberts; with 
a nave view of K. L. Lawson and R. M. Cleveland 
in the foreground. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during October 1955: 


Primary members: B. D. Pattison, General 
Plant, $15.00; Marvin Joosten, Service, $84.00; 
R. H. Fischer, Milford Non-functional, $233.15; 
K. L. Paro, Humboldt Plant, $10.00; G. E. Mil- 
ler, General Plant, $10.00; Roberta Rade- 
macher. Auburn Traffic, $6.00; Charles Min- 
ich, York plant, $150.00: Dorothy Lefler, Gen- 

ral Plant, $42.45: Irene Beights, Accounting, 
$6.00; Mavis Vermeer, Supply, $55.00; Alice 
Peters, York Traffic, $22.50; N. C. Duer, Con- 
struction, $97.75: Barbara Ruby, Hastings 
Traffic, $6.00; W. F. Hendrix, Supply, $37.50; 
R. A. Stall, Service, $133.45; Bernice Bishop, 
Lincoln Traffic, $12.50; Lydia Kriegshauser, 


Seward Traffic, $294.20: A. E. Kilecoyne, Serv- 
ice, 335.95: A. G. Behm, Service, $247.95: B. L. 

raziel, Service, $17.50; Hattie Staley, Service, 
$233.50; Lillie Brockie, Wymore Traffic, $49.25; 
Anita Sale, Hastings Traffic, $239.05; F. E. 
Behm, Lincoln Pensioner, $408.50; E. T. 
Dougherty, Service, $153.70; Chris Haberman, 
Lincoln Pensioner, $240.30. 


Dependents: Mrs. G. O. Seaton, Lincoln, 
$7.50; Mrs. L. M. Miller, Lincoln, $22.50; Mrs. 
L. P. Schlentz, Lincoln, $10.00; Mrs. A. L. 
Johnson, Lincoln, $32.50; Mrs. H. S. Knudson, 
Lincoln, $49.00; Mrs. R. H. Wart, Lincoln, 
$131.10: Mary Ann Bade, Nemaha, $53.00; Mrs. 
R. E. Mills, Lincoln, $42.70; Joyce Versaw, 
Lincoln, $29.50: Francis Underwood, Brad- 
shaw, $68.00; Mrs. L. H. Pierce, Lincoln, 
$276.50; L. D. Keedy, Jr., Lincoln, $4.00; Mrs. 
Joe B. Gray, Lincoln, $119.50; Mrs. Ted Ray, 
Beatrice, $12.50; Stephen Spahnle, Lincoln, 


$17.00. 
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Ager Named 2-Office Foreman 


The appointment of Allan L. Ager 
as equipment foreman for the 2-Office 
switchroom at Lincoln has been an- 
nounced by Charles 
B. Meshier, district 
plant manager. Mr. 
Ager assumed his 
new duties and re- 
sponsibilities No- 
vember 1. His ap- 
pointment fills the 
vacancy created by 
the death of Jacob 
Schneider. 

Mr. Ager first ap- 
peared on the telephone scene as a ware- 
houseman in February 1937 and later in 
that year transferred to the general 
shop. He was named commercial repre- 
sentative for the Lincoln commercial 
department in January 1941 and a year 
later entered the plant department as 
combinationman at Lincoln. In August 
1942 he went to Wymore as combina- 
tionman and in February 1943 became 
manager at Syracuse. Beginning with 
June 1944 he spent a five-year hitch at 
Seward as switchman before returning 
to Lincoln in the same capacity. He 
was promoted to installer-repairman, 


COE, in March 1953. 


A. L. Ager 


Shirley Hagelback, Tecumseh Traffic, be 
came the bride of Donald Lempka on Octo- 
ber 8 at St. Andrew's Catholic Church in 
Tecumseh. 


Bonnie Lou Schmidt, Accounting, and 
Johnny Barr were married October 14 at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Lincoln. 


Margaret Kohn, Wahoo Taffic, and Eugene 
Grubaugh of David City were married Octo- 
ber 15. The ceremony took place in Mar- 
garets home town, Esbon, Kansas. The 
newlyweds will live in David City where 
Margie has transferred to the traffic depart- 
ment. 

The marriage of Shirley Bolejack, Auburn 
Traffic, te Robert Reed was solemnized at 
the Christian Church in Nemaha on October 
23. 

There’s just as much horse sense as ever, 
but it seems like the horses have it. 

What a wonderful world this would be if 
we all did as well today as we expect to do 
tomorrow. 


PBX Ladies Form Chapter 


Formation of the Lincoln Chapter, 
National Association of PBX Opera- 
tors, was announced following a meet- 
ing held for that purpose at the Lindell 
Hotel, Lincoln, on October 10. Individ- 
ual members of this city-wide sorority 
have much contact with each other in 
their daily duties and feel that it will 
work to their mutual advantage to be- 
come closer acquainted and united in a 
common group. Stella Sowers of Lin- 
coln Business Office is a charter mem- 
ber of the organization. Gertrude Behm, 
formerly of Lincoin Traffic, 1s vice pres- 
ident of the chapter. The ladies plan to 
meet on the second Monday of each 
month. 


Aner McKinzey Called by 
Death 


Aner N. McKinzey, former contract 
chief operator at Cedar Bluffs and re- 
tired since June 1954, passed away 
Tuesday, October 25, at Fremont. 


Mrs. McKinzey, who was then Aner 
Winders, dates her telephone expert 
ence from August 1909 when she was 
employed by the Saline County Tele- 
phone Company, an early Independent 
organization, at their Friend exchange. 
She became associated with LT&T up- 
on the purchase of the Saline County 
properties in 1913, and was chief opera- 
tor when she resigned in 1916, to be 
succeeded by her sister Hazel. 

In 1934 she returned to employment 
at the Beaver Crossing exchange, trans- 
ferring to Cedar Bluffs in 1937; to Val- 
paraiso in 1941; and to Yutan in 1944. 
She returned to Cedar Bluffs as chiet 
operator-cashier in 1946, There she re- 
mained until June 1953 when a lengthy 
period of illness forced her to relinquish 
active duties. She retired on pension at 
the expiration of sickness-disability ex- 
tension benefits, a year later. 

Mrs. McKinzey was a sister of Rex 
Winders, retired, and aunt of Rolland 
Winders of the construction depart- 
ment. Final services were held at Fre- 
mont on October 28. 


Being positive is often just being mistaken 
at the top of one’s voice. 


Instead of trying to find so many new 
things, maybe we'd all be better off if we 
tried to understand some of the old ones. 


Hassler to Report News of Senior Pioneers 


One of the finest of groups, organized 
within our midst, is the newly formed 
Retired Telephone Employees Club, 
which operates as an adjunct of—but 
independently from 
—the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer 
Chapter. The group 
is growing, both in 
number and in en- 
thusiasm and_ has 
set, as its worthy 
goal, the banding 
together of all re- 
tired employees into 
a social and ben- 
evolent club. 

Bert R. Overcash currently leads the 
group as chairman; and it is through 
his able direction, coupled with the 
energy and labor of his active commit- 
tees, that the Club is swiftly developing 
in strength and accomplishments. 

The organization fits perfectly into 


W. L. Hassler 


the plans of the Telephone News for 
keeping in touch with our retired em- 
ployees and their activities. Chairman 
Overcash has appointed William L. 
Hassler as the Club’s news correspon- 
dent. Bill will gather and write the 
news for retired employees and we hope 
his contributions will be regular and 
ample. His first column appears in this 
issue. 

Mr. Hassler will need the help of 
every Club member in keeping up to 
date with their activities. It is sug- 
gested that members send news items 
concerning themselves or other retired 
employees to Mr. Hassler not later than 
the 20th of the month so that he can 
get them classified and written before 
deadline dates at the month’s end. Mr. 
Hassler’s address is 705 South 32nd 
Street, Lincoln; and his telephone num- 
ber is 2-3837. Photographs of retired 
employee travels and hobbies are especi- 


The camera found the Retired Telephone Employees Club in session at the 15th and M building 
a few weeks ago. Left to right: Bert Huddleston, T. S. Risser, Cecile Anderson, Laura Sires, Harry 
Palmquist, Pearl Shreve, N. Mae Hunt, Mayme Carroll, Rese Halligan, Bert Overcash, Nona C. Brusnahan, 
Florence McKie, Ann Keegan, William H. Webster, William L. Hassler. 


Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Forsman announce 
the birth of a daughter, Rebecca Jean, on 
August 30. Norbert is employed in the con- 
struction department at Hastings. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Story are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Sheila MaRee, born 
September 28. Jim is a switchman in the 
4” Office. 

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Young on October 15. Don is a member of 
Beatrice Plant. 

A daughter, Judy Kay, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Collar on October 21. Avis 
is on leave of absence from Pawnee City Com- 
mercial. 
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Headlines 


Marian Schmidt, 17-year-old daughter of Eva L. 
Schmidt, C.O.-cashier at Dunbar, was crowned 
Homecoming Queen of Dunbar High School at 
alf-time ceremonies on October 21. 

Harvey Armagost, area manager, was elected 
president of the David City Chamber of Commerce 
at a meeting of the directors in late October. Pre- 
viously Mr. Armagost had been elected to a second 
term on the board of directors. Among the new 
president's appointments was that of J. H. Roland, 
wire chief, as a member of the Youth Activities 
Committee. 

Richard Fischer, manager at Milford, has been 
named Tail Twister for that town’s newly or- 
ganized Lions Club. 

Robert T. Ross has received notice of his re- 
appointment as a member of the National Pioneer 
Association Hobby Committee. Mr. Ross is toying 
with the idea of vacationing in Chicago during the 
time of next year’s annual convention to super- 
vise the transportation and display of a sizable 
hobby show by members of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter. 


SSUTIUUOUUUNOAUETUUEUUEEEUEE EA 
SIMI MMMM nn nn 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


Roberta Rademacher, Auburn Traffic, left 
October 26 for Plattsburgh, New York, where 
she was married to Phil Bohl, Airman 2nd 
Class, on October 29. On Roberta’s last 
day at the office the girls presented her with 
a chrome portable mixer as a going-away 
present. . . . Marilyn Sailors also departed 
October 27 for San Francisco to be married 
to William Lehman, who is stationed with 
the Air Corps at Othello, Washington. Mari- 
lyn is to be married at the home of her 
mother in San Francisco. She also received 
a chrome portable mixer. Marcelene 
Behrends enjoyed a two-weeks’ vacation 
resting at home. . . . Oekel Butler enjoyed 
a week’s vacation visiting with her son who 
just recently returned home from the Navy. 

. . Leta Holscher spent her vacation con- 
valescing from an operation and visiting 
relatives at Sterling, Douglas and Burr. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Behrends and 
Mr. and Mrs. John Nincehelser enjoyed bow!- 
ing in Nebraska City this month. . . . Harry 
Rogers has been duck hunting and Fenton 
Kipling has been frog hunting. Joan Rem- 
mers, along with friends, went pheasant 
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A 40-Yea 

Cctober 25 was Red Letter Day for Irby W. 
(Alec) Halverstadt, combinationman at Tecumseh 
and dved-in-the-wool telenhone man. There is no 
way of counting the blizzards, the floods, the 
torrid days Alec has faced in amassing a total of 
40 years service with our company. No offering 
of nature, so far, has stopped him from setting 
out on his job of keeping the wires up and 
working. 


He came to us at Hastings in February 1915 
and worked but a month before disappearing 
from the records to return again in October as 
lineman in the Western district. He became con- 
struction foreman at Hastings in June 1917 and 
in March 1921 went to Hebron as combination- 
man. Two years later, in August 1923, he began 
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hunting. Alice Haddox spent her va- 
cation with her husband in Des Moines, 
where he is employed at present. 


Crete Area 
Loretta McIInay, Correspondent 


From the Friend office we learn that Jake 
Minich has returned to work after spending 
his vacation at home... . Marlene Kennel 
spent her vacation with her parents in Fair- 
fax, Missouri. She also visited in Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and Shenandoah, Iowa... . 
Betty Steele flew to Paxton a few weeks 
ago to visit with friends. . . . There is sad- 
ness in the Crete Area due to the death of 
Mrs. Maude Christensen, who had been in 
poor health for several years. She was a 
former night operator at Crete and was 
loved by all who knew her. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty A. Vaughn, Correspondent 


Most of our vacationers spent their time 
at home doing odd jobs. They included Mary 
Jackson, Helen DeBord, Frances Erwin and 
Dorcas Slater. Matilda Alpers will spend 
part of hers in Dallas, Texas, visiting her 
niece. Joyce Robinson had a vacation of 
a different sort—a tonsillectomy... . Jerry 
McNeel is sporting a big, beautiful diamond 
but keeping quite mum about the date... . 
Mandane Reid will stay at home and also 
start her Christmas shopping. ... Velda 


verstadt 


his lona record at Tecumseh where for these 34 
years he has attended the care of the exchange 
plant. 

Due observance of Mr. Halverstadt’s fortieth 
cnniversary was made ata aatherina held at the 
Auburn Hotel where a photogracher recorded the 
scene pictured above. Seated, left to right, are: 
Welter F. Roberts, personnel director; Clyde 
Eurge, district manager; Mr. Halverstadt; M. M. 
Hale, vice president: G. P. Barney, general plant 
suncrintendent. Standing: C. B. Meshier, Central 
district manager; Tyler Ryan, commercial engi- 
neer; W. H. Husing, manager, Sterling; W. L. 
Eckles, wire chief, Tecumseh; Raymond L. Johnson, 
manager, Cook; Ted Ray, district clork; J. D. 
Adamson, area manazer, Tecumseh: M. A. Birds- 
ley, wire chief, Auburn. 
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Wagner cleaned house and loafed... Earl 
Schemmerhorn went deer hunting in Wyo- 
ming. . . . Over in Daykin, Vera Nolte has 
been ill and is convalescing at home as this 
is written. 
Pawnee City Area 
Ruth Avery, Correspondent 


These lovely fall days make us wish we 
could play hooky. We envy those having 
vacations this time of year. Emma Lee De- 
Jonge has just returned to work after spend- 
ing two weeks vacationing at home. 
“Red” Franzen was glad he had two weeks 
of vacation. After the first week spent 
sightseeing in Kansas, Colorado and Wyo- 
ming, he needed the next one to rest up, 
so we hear. Managers Eggleston and 
Haith attended the Human Relations & 
Management Round-Up in Lincoln October 
28. Edith Eggleston and daughter Carita 
spent the day shopping, and Mrs. Haith 
attended the teachers’ convention.. . . Colds 
have been prevalent in our office. Mrs. 
Wert and yours truly were victims, and 
Willy Williams missed work one day for 
the same reason. 

Tecumseh Area 
Henrietta Goracke, Correspondent 


There are still a few vacationers to be 
heard from. Cecile Morehead spent some 
time with her dad and a brother in Kansas 
City. She was accompanied by another 
brother from Richmond, California, who 
was here visiting her. And you can bet she 
also went to see her family in Lincoln! 
Cecile closed her vacation with a short trip 
through the Black Hills. Oh, for a three- 
week vacation! Vernabelle Mommens 
thought it would be fun to spend her time 
around home, with jaunts to Lincoin, 
Beatrice and various other places... . The 
captain of the company-sponsored bowling 
team is Henri Goracke, who has to take 
the razzing for the losses. Ferne Wilger and 
Shirley Lempka are also members of the 
team. ... The entire gang surprised the 
Joe Adamson family with a housewarming 
party in their new home and presented them 
with an automatic coffee maker. Didn't hear 
of any heavy losses from the card players 
in the basement where the men took refuge, 
leaving the ladies to their own devices. 
There was lunch, too, and everyone had an 
enjoyable evening... . Ted Husing was the 
recipient of a surprise party on his birthday. 
Ably assisting in the celebration were Joe 
Adamson, Bill Eckles, Jim Smith, Dick 
McCoy, Dale and Roger Weber. Wonder if 
Ted ever finished the lollipop. . . . The car- 
trading business has been brisk lately. Since 
the old jalopy wasn’t big enough, Henri 
Goracke replaced it with a ’55 Buick; and 
Tiny Hanau got himself a classly Plymouth. 
_. . Mary Meister and some friends were 
in Louisville and Gretna recently. They did 
some fishing, had a picnic lunch, and took 
pictures of the beautiful autumnal country- 
side. With the opening of the pheasant 
season the hunters were out en masse. Irby 


Halverstadt was tramping through the fields 
around Geneva, Bill Eckles at Nelson, and 
beating the brush around Plymouth were 
Joe Adamson, Ted Husing, Raymie John- 
son and Dale Weber. ... Jim Smith has 
been in luck bagging ducks and has kept 
at it so faithfully he says that duck blind 
is beginning to seem like home. . . . Under- 
stand that Ted Husing and Roger Weber 
heve been doing some announcing over the 
loudspeaker at the Sterling team’s football 
games. It gives Ted a golden opportunity to 
root for his boy without straining his voice. 
. . . When the spruced-up gentleman walked 
in the door the morning of October 25, 
everyone tock a second look to make sure 
it was Irby Halverstadt. The special oc- 
casion was his fortieth anniversary with 
LT&T end he was duly commended for his 
service record at a luncheon held in his 
honor. 


« & 
Eastern District 
Rowena Light, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Nadine Jones spent her vacation visiting 
home folks and getting a good rest... . Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Ferguson and Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Roland took in the rodeo at 
Omaha. 

Nebraska City Area 
Carol Broers and Norma Jean Dettmer, 
Correspondents 

Adele Ganzel, Violet Peterson, Veltha 
Poggemeyer and Kathryn Owens took it 
easy on their vacations. “Katie” is one of 
the lucky ones who had three weeks. . 
There is a reason for that big smile on Val 
Lant’s face. Val entered a contest recently 
and won a twelve-foot International Har- 
vester refrigerator. Congratulations. It 
couldn’t have happened to a nicer person. 
. . . .Grace Oyler recently talked long dis- 
tance to her husband who is stationed in 
Korea. . . . Mrs. Newens, Area Manager’s 
wife, recently was called to California by 
the death of her step-father. At this 
writing, Betty Christensen is in the hospital. 
We wish her a speedy recovery. .. . Elsie 
France spent the last week of her vacation 
at home. . . . Welcome to Lowell Keedy to 
the Syracuse plant department. Lowell was 
formerly with the construction department. 
; Jorma Jean Dettmer attended the Ak- 
Sar-Ben rodeo in Omaha. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernst visited their son 
Terry who is attending college in Hastings. 

.. Marvin Koch end family, now located 
in Loveland, Colorado, were in Plattsmouth 
for the weekend.. . . Alice Sharpnack spent 
her vacation in San Antonio with her son 
and daughter-in-law. 

Wahoo Area 

Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 

Leona Yarmon vacationed in Minnesota 
fishing and visiting her brother. She was 
glad to return to sunny Nebraska. No re- 
port on the fish catch. . . . Ethel Daharsh 
spent two weeks at home taking life easy 
and also spent some time bowling. 
Mary Beaty attended the Coronation at 


Ak-Sar-Ben. Mae Meduna spent her 
time at home doing fall house cleaning 
during vacation. . . . Ed Piper, wire chief, 
vacationed in Hot Springs, and had a fine 
time. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


As the months roll by, so do the vacations 
and at present we find Grace Krupicka, 
Traffic, scooting off for two weeks. Grace 
didn’t tell us what she would be doing, but 
we are sure she will be having a good time. 

. . Erma Dixon spent three weeks at home 
and with her sister in Lincoln. . . . Shirley 
Asseln vacationed with her parents and she 
sends us greetings from the State of Ar- 
kansas. . . . Maxine Stolzenburg spent her 
vacation at home... . W. R. Minich vaca- 
tioned for a week when his son, William, 
was discharged from the Air Force. . . Per- 
haps the most colorful vacation was spent 
by Reno and Mrs. Weis. They went to the 
Valley of the Ozarks where they attended 
a full week of square dancing. Reno says 
they danced morning, noon and night, en- 
joying every minute of it. We are anxiously 
awaiting some of the pictures Reno is going 
to show us. At this writing, Reno is taking 
the remaining two weeks of his vacation, 
and you can be sure that a good deal of it 
will be spent hunting pheasants. . . . Erma 
Dixon underwent surgery at the Lincoln 
General Hospital, and we are happy to re- 
port she made a speedy recovery and is back 
at work again. . . . Something new and un- 
usual occurred at the Geneva office on Octo- 
ber 26 when cameramen from The Lincoln 
Star and Journal set up equipment in our 
office for the transfer of wire photos from 
Geneva to Lincoln. This was in recognition 
of the Geneva Grange and was a very inter- 
esting project to watch. 

Hastings Area 
Marlys Uhrich, Correspondent 


Vacation time seems to be at a peak this 
month. Audrey McKeown, Jackie Craig 
and Rosetta Habben spent their vacations 
at home. Anna Bott journeyed to the Black 
Hills and reports an enjoyable trip. Aletha 
Bennett went to Lincoln and also did some 
fishing and hunting. Jessie Van Trump 
spent an enjoyable two weeks visiting her 
niece in Galveston, Texas. Chief Operator 
Marie Pearson spent her vacation in Mon- 
tana and went on her first deer hunt. Marie 
tells us they had their first deer in less than 
an hour. Yours truly visited her sister in 
Fremont... . A recent letter from Georgie 
Elfring, who left us last Spring, informs us 
that she is now employed in the Pentagon, 
Washington, D. C., and has an interesting 
job and enjoys being there very much... . 
Don McKean, Piant, spent his vacation in 
California, and Howard Lahr spent his time 
at home. 

Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Wellman are vaca- 
tioning in California at the present writing 
and from all reports are having a fine time. 
. . . The Ronald Francis family moved into 
their new home and are getting pretty well 
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settled. . . . Irene Combs, traveling instruc- 
tor, visited Hebron Traffic recently, and the 
girls had an opportunity to hear their voices 
on the voice recorder. . . . Ruth Rittenhouse 
spent her vacation in Portland, Oregon. She 
doesn’t care too much for the rain which 
they had at that time of year, but otherwise 
reports an enjoyable trip. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

Manager Wait and the cashiers from 
Osceola and Stromsburg attended the com- 
mercial training class held at Lincoln Octo- 
ber 13. They report an interesting and in- 
structive meeting ... L. C. “Smick” Wil- 
liams and Jim Hatfield have been vacation- 
ing, and Jim plans to get in some hunting. 

.. A big “Welcome” to Floyd Rowlison, 
our new combinationman at Osceola. 


Superior Area 
Ann Hanson, Correspondent 


Clara Mae Chambers spent her vacation 
sightseeing in Nebraska and visiting rela- 
tives in Newton, Kansas, . . . Others enjoy- 
ing vacations are Phyllis Ross and Edith 
Parsons.. . . Kathryn Rust and her husband 
attended the fireman’s convention in Grand 
Island. . . . Dale Dunn, husband of LaVetta 
Dunn, Traffic, is now in the Armed Service 
stationed at Camp Chaffie, Arkansas... . 
Dixie Patton, who recently resigned, is mov- 
ing to California. . . . Phyllis Ross attended 
the Kansas State-Colorado game at Man- 
hattan, Kansas. .. Manager Kubat, Mar- 
garet Hanson and Florence Hobelman at- 
tended the commercial training class in Lin- 
coln, October 13. They report the round- 
table discussion was very interesting, and 
were also glad to have an opportunity to 
tour the old and new buildings. ...A 
housewarming was held for LT&TI em- 
ployees at the newly completed home of 
Jim Bauer. ... A bridal shower was held 
in the lounge room honoring Phyllis Ross. 
Phyllis received a beautiful picture for her 
new home. The birthday cakes were for 
Donna Snavely and Clara Chambers, and 
Artis Bowen’s twelfth year service anni- 


versary. 
Sutton Area 


Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


R. H. Hunzeker spent part of his vacation 
deer hunting at Red Feather Lakes, Colo- 
rado. . .. Lucyle Scheidemann spent her 
vacation at home. Fred Adkins, now 
retired and living in Hastings, was a recent 
visitor in the Sutton office. . . . On October 
13, Catherine Cassell attended the commer- 
cial training class in Lincoln. 


York Area 
Lots Miller, Correspondent 


Even though Autumn has arrived and 
cool weather is here, vacations are still con- 
tinuing. From the traffic department we 
have Alice Lind who spent her vacation in 
Sunny California. Dea Hays visited her 
brother in Yankton, South Dakota. LaVonne 
Anderson visited in Iowa, and Marie Lavelle 
and Marybelle Hennings vacationed in 
Chicago. Edna Pflughaupt, our chief 
operator, recently purchased a new home 
and spent part of her vacation getting moved 
in and settled. . . . The plant boys are talk- 
ing about a favorite subject, hunting, and 
are looking forward to their share of pheas- 
ants during the hunting season. 


Accounting 
Disbursement & Printing Sections 


Dolores Ehrlich, Associate Editor 


This year is quickly coming to an end; 
summer has disappeared and with it our 
memories of that pleasant vacation fade. 
While most of us are dreaming of next year’s 
vacation, Harold Brady is still reminiscing 
about his recent trip to the Ozarks. Al- 
though no prize fish was caught, Harold 
thoroughly enjoyed a float ride down a clear 
stream through the beautifully colored wood- 
land. During their vacation Mrs. Brady be- 
came ill and was brought home where she 
is now recuperating. . . . Estella Foght re- 
cently drove to Holdrege to meet her 
mother and bring her home to Lincoln. 
After an hour had elapsed from their sched- 
uled meeting time, relatives became worried 
since Estella has never had car trouble be- 
fore. Luckily, she arrived in time to prevent 
them from calling out the safety patrol. . . 
This column is for the birds! Louise Jen- 
kins purchased a new parakeet, and Mar- 
lene Becker added two more to her collec- 
tion. . . . Two fellows who had a week of 
vacation are keeping “mum” what each did 
during that week. George Mann is very 
quiet, but Larry Connealy admitted he 
bought a television set. Speaking of 
birds, as we were a few sentences back, 
Dewey Nelsen went pheasant hunting and 
happily announced he got two birds in one 
afternoon. Another hunter was I. J. Devoe, 
who drove to Red Willow County. With 
the help of Mrs. Devoe, they had six de- 
licious pheasants. B. J. Sievers, with seven 
other Lincoln men, was recently invited to 
Hastings for pheasant hunting. ‘Their host 
was John Spady, Hastings district manager. 

. A happy gal around the office is Jean 
Leatherman, who acquired a new automatic 
washer. She thinks she’ll be able to put it 
to a good test one of these days. ... As 
usual, Bill Thompson didn’t have much to 
offer in the line of news. However, he re- 
ports he is enjoying his classes at Wesleyan. 

. Betty Sherwood drove to her home 
town of Red Cloud over the weekend. A 
picture of her father and brother was part 
of the Red Cloud story in a recent Lincoln 
Sunday newspaper. ... Carl Ahl seems to 
be getting all the lucky breaks this month. 
Besides being the proud owner of a 1955 
Mercury, he flew to Cleveland, Ohio, on 
business. No comment on his pleasant trip. 

. We almost had a panic one day when 
Rosilyn Fahleson came to work with a very 
swollen jaw. The first thought was mumps, 
but it seems Rosie only had a tooth pulled. 
Yours truly thought it such a clever idea, 
she her tooth yanked out. But her plan 
blackfired—-no_ swelling! Diane Feld- 
stein had a slight mishap when she and 
hubby were eating lunch in their car re- 
cently. A bee flew in one window and 
Diane wanted to fly out the other. Being 
of a slightly more realistic nature, she didn’t 
atternpt the tight squeeze, but rather opened 
the door very quickly and jumped out. This 
would have been all right except for the 
milk she was holding in an open jar. Un- 
fortunately, the milk jumped out, too—all 
over her clothes. . . . Irene Stolz and Jean 


Leatherman have been kept active working 
on the union contract. One of their many 
conclusions from their study shows that in 
Lincoln there are 130 operators for toll calls. 

Dich Spohn was Mrs. Spohn’s chore 
boy for his last week of vacation. He 
found more ‘do-it-yourself’ jobs than he 
could finish in one week. After that week 
around home, he understands why a woman’s 
work is never done. ... John Wisby and 
Mrs. Wisby have moved into their new 
house trailer. The only coment from him 
on his new home is “it’s so spacious—for 
two.” . . . No one can say Pat Tindall isn’t 
a sound sleeper. Plaster fell from their 
bathroom ceiling recently, and Pat didn’t 
realize it until the next morning. ... 
Couples dancing to the music of Ralph 
Flanagan were Barbara Catron and hubby, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Backstrom and Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Ahl. Sounds like it was loads of 
fun. Congratulations are in order to the 
accounting department bowling team, who 
have been doing such a swell job. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Cold north winds may blow and the snow- 
flakes may fly, but it takes more than that 
to stop the sturdy vacationers of our 
department. . .. Joan Thomsen really has 
the right idea. She left November 5 to 
spend her vacation in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. They made the trip out by car and 
are returning bv train. We hope she doesn’t 
become so fascinated by the California sun- 
shine that she forgets to come back. 
Belva Gleason spent her vacation at home 
teking it easy, but Opal Allison used the 
balance of her vacation to move. ... Kay 


Smith was hostess to the girls of Rose Carl- 
The occasion 


son’s department recently. 


goof 
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all Parties Begin 


Everyone agreed that a fine fall party was 
staged on September 29 by the Lincoln Com- 
mercial and Eastern District office groups. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Ross (Accounting) threw open the 
portals of their country home and served as 
royal hosts for the 37 guests of the evenina. The 
party-gcers found the farmstead to be an ideal! 
location for the wiener roast and get-together. 
Co-chairmen of the event were Ruth White and 
Lillian Schafer. Photographer Waldo McDowell 
covered the affair as candid cameraman. The 
above sample of his skill finds a quartette from 
Lincoln Commercial awaiting the call for chow. 
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was a bridal shower for Bonnie Lou 
Schmidt. The girls of Clara Jones’ depart- 
ment hopped on their broomsticks and 
spent a very pleasant evening as the guests 
at a Halloween party given by Gerrie Lor- 
enzen. Lots of fun and, oh, that pumpkin 
pie with whipped cream—mmm good! 
Traveling seems to be at a minimum just 
now. However, Jo Dissmeyer journeyed to 
Kansas City to see her niece take part in 
the American Royal Parade. Nina Ander- 
son traveled to Chicago to attend the gradu- 
ating exercises of her son Gene at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station. We weren't 
sure she was going to make it as she almost 
fell apart from excitement before train time. 
.. If you are looking for a qualified 
speech-maker for any and all occasions, we 
can now provide you with a good one. 
Mickey Ward is just buzzing around mak- 
ing speeches thither and yon. Her material 
thus far has been limited to a report on 
her trip last summer to the Methodist Mis- 
sion Schools, but we’re sure that for a nom- 
inal fee she would expand her repertoire. ... 
Clara Jones is really watching the weather 
these days. By the time you read this Clara 
and her Mother will be in their new house. 
Seems Clara prefers sunshine to rain and 
snow for moving day. We all join in wish- 
ing her many pleasant years in her new 
home... . At the Bob Ross home, Hallow- 


een resulted in a new idea in color schemes 


for mailboxes. Some prankster painted the 
Ross’s box in lovely red and yellow stripes. 
Probably Bob gave the fingernails and hands 
of Jack Geist and Don Nelson a close 
scrutiny, but of course, no luck; so the 
whole thing remains an unsolved mystery. 
... There’s nothing like a good feud to 
relieve the boredom of daily living. Lily 
Malacek and Kay Pfeiffer are having a 
dandy regarding the comparative charms of 
Lily’s grandson and Kay’s niece. This 
should go on for years as even Solomon 
would not be abie to settle such a question. 
_., And so, a very Happy Thanksgiving 
from our department to each and every one. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Schafer, Assoctate Editor 


Recent visitors to our office were Valora 
Novotny, Sheila Schabacker, Ruth Fulmer, 
Lois Meyer and Geo. Ramsey. . . . October 
26 our gals had a Halloween party with Jody 
Hartley, Marg Whitaker, Mary Walker and 
Marla Kutz as hostesses. While they were 
combing the countryside for corn shocks 
they ended up out on East O Street and all 
was going well until they saw a car coming 
at them. All made it safely to the car, but 
Jody forgot about the ditch between the 
field and the road so down she went and 
what beautiful scratched legs she had the 
next day. Janet Pavey wes in the 
cafeteria one morning and had set her 
coffee on the table and went to get her 
toast. When she returned she had no chair. 
It had been taken by none other than our 
V.P. ... We miss Elva Mares who is now 
on leave of absence. Claudette Helm 
was honored by a dinner-shower held in the 
Lincoln Room at the Cornhusker Hotel Oc- 
tober 29. Hostess was Mary Pohlenz. 
Claudette will be married November 4 to 


Dr. Robert Mockett and will make her 
home in California. Our last-minute 
vacationers include Ardie Macaluso, Nancy 
Connealy and Jack Caldwell who stayed 
home. Ardie and Nancy took it easy but Jack 
had just brought his wife and baby daugh- 
ter home from the hospital so he spent his 
vacation learning how to be a father by 
washing diapers, making formula, etc. He 
says he heartily recommends Dandy Diaper 
Service. ... Bedric Wanek journeved to Ohio 
and Marle Snyder went home to McCook. 
While there her aunt, who lives in China, 
came to McCook for a visit so she really 
enjoyed herself... . . A. B. Waters journeyed 
to Madison, Wisconsin, to visit his mother 
and sisters. He reports everyone well and 
he had a good trip... . C. A. Eggerss spent 
one week at home and then went to Denver 
and Central City. He said there was snow 
in the mountain but the aspens had lost 
all their leaves. (Editor’s Note:) Lillian 
didn’t report the BIG news of the depart- 
ment. It concerns Lillian herself, and her BIG 
RING, which announces the serious inten- 
tions of a lucky young man named Walter 
Sowers, brother of PBX operator Stella 
Sowers. The diamond began to glitter on 
the evening of October 26. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Mr. Meshier spent his vacation at home 
having a very good rest. 


Custodian Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


We are happy to report Hattie Staley is 
back on the job again. . . . We received a 
very nice letter from Ervin Pfeiffer. He re- 
ports the Army is treating him very well. 
He also said he would appreciate receiving 
the News. . . . Vacationers this month were 
Hattie Staley, who stayed home and watched 
the World Series on television; Elwin Pratt, 
who stayed home and did some work around 
the house; and Harriett Gallagher, who did 
her fall house cleaning. 


"3-7" Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 
Francis Asper spent a few days of his 
vacation visiting relatives in Chicago and 
the remainder at home... . Lowell Tuxhorn 
and Al Campbell vacationed at home... . 
Dick Bauer spent a week in Kansas on the 
farm. 
Toll Equipment Department 
JoAnn Gloor, Correspondent 


During the month of August, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. C. King winged their way south- 
ward via United Airlines to San Diego, 
where they had a reunion with their two 
daughters and families, Mr. and Mrs. E. W. 
Golden and Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Sexton. 
While in San Diego they visited Tiajuana, 
Mexico, and other places of interest. From 
San Diego they motored northward to Se- 
attle, stopping en route at Oakland to visit 
more relatives. While in Seattle they took 
trips to Mt. Rainier National Park and Van- 
couver, Canada. The three-week vacation 
ended with a flight from Seattle back to 
Lincoln. Charlie Peachman spent his 
vacation digging and taking care of his 
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“I’m sorry | hung up on you, Shirley. 
| had to call the fire department. 
Now, what were you saying about 
Martha Ward?” 


Reproduced by permission. 
Copr. 1955 The New Yorker Magazine, Inc. 


gladiolas and just resting around home... . 
Dell Gilmore spent his three weeks visiting 
with his son from California and resting at 
home. . . . Max Jenkins is riding in style 
now in his new 1956 Ford, while Frank Nor- 
ton is riding in his new 1955 “88” Oldsmo- 
bile. . . . Congratulations to Perry Caldwell 
on that new granddaughter. . Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Dalton had a very nice vacation. 
Visited Mrs. Dalton’s brother in Salina, 
Kansas, and her sister in Ness City, Kansas. 
They journeyed through Tucumcari, New 
Mexico, and visited Mr. Dalton’s mother 
and brother at Hobbs, New Mexico. From 
there, San Antonio, Houston and Lake 
Charles to visit Mr. Dalton’s sister. They 
drove to Port Arthur and Galveston, Texas, 
back to Lake Charles and from there home 
through the Ozarks and western Missouri. 


Wire Chief's Department 
Gloria Ahl, Correspondent 


Jim Howland is sporting a new ’55 Ford 
and Bob Chamberlain is driving a new red- 
and-black Chrysler. . . . Les Livingston and 
Byron Pattison spent a week of their vaca- 
tion in Canada fishing. They brought back 
some pictures as proof to back up their 
fish stories. . . . Vaughn Baum liked fishing 
in Minnesota so well that he decided to 
spend another week of his vacation there. 
... Ralph Connors met up with some 
snow while hunting pheasants in Columbus 
and Fremont over a weekend. ... We are 
glad to see Allan Behm back after being on 
the sick list and hope that Elmer Dougherty, 
who is in the hospital, will be returning very 
soon. At this time Elmer and his family 
want to thank the blood donors—Gerald 
Carter, Jack Geist, Norris Hammond and 
Robert Turner. 

‘4’ Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 

Darrell Cottingham spent his vacation at 
home end in classes at the University of Ne- 
braska, also two days at Lake Oboboji, Iowa. 
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Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


“A-Hunting We Will Go,” hummed Don 
Neill as he buckled on his trappings. Then 
down the road went the car, loaded with 
explosives and filled with eager beavers. 
“Stop!” hollered Neill, “I see a ring-neck 
behind yon copse.” The doors flew open 
and Don banged away. “What a bird,” he 
mused as he fired again and the pheasant 
glared back at him unperturbed from be- 
hind the copse. Reversing his weapon he 
charged, intending to finish his victim off 
with the butt of his gun; but on rounding 
the cover he found, skewered to a stick, 
only a lifeless head staring unflinchingly! 
The road at that point was churned with 
skid marks and littered with shells, so obvi- 
ously Don wasn’t the first to be trapped. 
“By Golly,” muttered Neill, looking around, 
“this is the same plan I got fooled on last 
year. Somebody ought to keep that Bob 
Ross tied up.” ... Although this is prob- 
ably a typical experience, Neill was the only 
one who would confess. Others questioned 
swore they got their limit or saw no pheas- 
ants. Not a wasted shell was admitted. 
Even Kennedy hit a few. ... With deer 
hunting it’s different. Two of us—Jack 
Swigerd and Jerry Schleiger—use the old- 
fashioned bow and arrow. Whether they 
elso wear native dress we were too modest 
to inquire. Jack has served on exhibition 
teams and was recently publicized by Out- 
door Nebraska, a State Game Commission 
magazine, where he is pictured in several 
poses; modern dress, of course. He pulls a 
mean string. States he can put an arrow 
through a bucket of sand. We presume he 
uses this target because it can neither jump 
nor fly. On a recent expedition Jerry took 
careful aim at a deer that rose lazily out of 
the heather ahead. The arrow slithered 
along harmlessly among the rocks. The deer 


stretched, yawned and ambled away. They 
spent the rest of the day throwing rocks at 
an old rattlesnake which became stirred up 
by the rumpus. Frustrations like these, ex- 
plains Jack, average seven broken bows a 
year. Anyone interested in this weapon can 
obtain custom-made arrows from either Jack 
or Jerry—for a price, of course. (Adv.) 
.. . Gary Clifford, who dropped back to 
second place on the traffic chart, pushed 
ahead of Jim Weaver this month; turning in 
a small side-swipe that, as he puts it, leaves 
just one side that doesn’t need repairs. He 
absolutely refuses to go into details... . 
Speaking of accidents, Dick Wakeman still 
hasn’t repaired his mail box which was 
leveled by an insured motorist. Dick wants 
to collect the insurance but doesn’t believe 
it cricket to collect for work he does him- 
self. In the meantime Dick refers to his 
mail as “those low-down letters.” No al- 
lusions from the mailman are available. 
Let us hope he doesn’t have a crick in his 
back. . . . Incidentally, Dick is the engineer 
who keeps his new dental bridge in his 
wife’s jewel box. He doesn’t wear it where 


it belongs because it fits way back and, as 
Dick says, “It feels like putting the handle 
of a broom behind the hinge of a door.” 
He is hoping to trade it to a fellow who 
likes home cooking. He says it will abso- 
lutely eliminate accidentally biting one’s 
fingers when eating biscuits. . . . Slim Ejitz- 
mann has now moved family and furniture 
to Lincoln. He claims credit for a perfect 
move. He was smart enough to let the 
movers and his wife run the show. Harlan 
Cane, who suffered a coronary attack while 
on vacation, is now back home at 866 South 
36th Street and is convalescing according to 
schedule. 


General Traffic 
Ruth School, Associate Editor 


This month vacations still seem to make 
the headlines. Mary Bornemeier traveled 
to New Orleans, from there to Miami, and 
then took a boat trip to Cuba. Sounds like 
a very interesting trip. Merlie Markuson 
spent her vacation in Oregon and Colorado 


Mills Again Champion 


Roy E. Mills, Lin- 
coln Plant, easily led 
the field in the an- 
nual medal and 
handicap golf tour 
nament held Sun- 
day, October 2, at 
Pioneer Golf Club, 
Lincoln. Roy has 
won. innumerable 
company tourna- 
ments in the past 
quarter century and it is the second 
time his name has been inscribed on 
the present trophy which dates back 
to 1952. Roy’s score was 79. Behind 


Roy Mills 


him, Chaunce Eggerss and I. J. Devoe 
were tied for second with 86’s, Dick 
Hobson won the handicap trophy with 
a net score of 69—plus. 

The fine thing about the company 
golf tournaments is that nearly every 
entry wins a prize of some sort. The 
secretary, Dewey Nelsen, has a magi- 
cal touch for providing an abundance 
of prizes. This year they ranged from 
bow ties to sport shirts with the list of 
winners including: Chaunce Eggerss, 
Dick Hobson, Ron Cotton, Dean Hob- 
son, Bob Wohlberg, Chas. Connors, 
Art Sharp, Lloyd Cleveland, Dewey 
Nelsen, John McKinzie, Jim Cruick- 
shank, I. J. Devoe, George Walroth 
and Roy Mills. 


Tinker to Evers to Chance 
The C. C. Donley handicap trophy journeyed a very short distance to find its new owner as Lloyd 
Cleveland, General Traffic, last year’s winner, nassed the coveted muq through the hands of Secretary 
Dewey Nelsen into the eager palm of Richard Hobson, also of General Traffic. The handican trophy 
seldom lingers more than one vear in anv golfer’s possession because he is a marked man at tournament 
time and has little opportunity to overlook a stroke or two in his travels from hole to hole. 
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seeing the sights. Elsie Andrews traveled to 
New York and Canada on her vacation. 
Lola Hetherington visited her parents at 
Lawrence and just took it easy. ... This 
year Dick Hobson won the golf trophy. 
Last year Lloyd Cleveland of this depart- 
ment walked away with the honors. Accord- 
ing to the men, Lloyd plans on winning it 
back again next year because they think if 
this department wins again they should be 
able to keep it for good. Good luck to you 
fellows. We'll all be rooting for you... 

We were glad to hear from Carole Schulz, 
formerly of this department. She is now 
working in Denver for the United Air Lines 
as a Statistician and enjoys it very much. 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


Wm. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 


At a regular meeting, October 20, the 
Pioneer Pensioners Club changed its name 
to Retired Telephone Employees Club. In 
the business session a full set of bylaws 
was adopted, a copy of which will be sent 
to all LT&T retired people. The meeting 
was held, for the first time, in the club rooms 
at 1342 M. Three reels of motion pictures 
were shown and refreshments of coffee, 
cake and ice cream were served. We were 
glad to see some new faces at the gathering 
in the persons of H. W. Potter, E. S. Fisher, 
A. B. Smith, L. A. Stacy and Ernest Wedg- 
wood. . . . Seems as if Joy A. Dobbs has 
a mania for deep sea fishing as he’s off 
again for a visit with his son Sterling at 
Waco, Texas, where he says he will join 
enother expedition to the Gulf coast... . 
Looks like we have a building contractor in 
the person of Charles Albers who is build- 
ing a $25,000 residence on one of his lots for 
a client. . .. You ought to drive out Roy 
Cleveland’s way to see the paint job he has 
done on his house. . . . Cecile Anderson is 
now employed as part-time clerk in Miller 
and Paine’s office... . . Nona Brusnahan just 
returned from a friend’s funeral in Kearney. 
... You just can’t keep a good man down 
—especially S. J. Dennis, for with all his 
operations he is back at his part-time job. 
_, . Frank Blockwitz is speechless, as a cold 
has settled in his throat... . Bert R. Over- 
cash has been walking around with a frac- 
tured rib. Florence Arbogast has re- 
turned from a vacation spent in Omaha and 
Fairbury. Cynthia Best, of Pleasant 
Dale (formerly chief operator at that point), 
06 years young; while confined to a wheel 
chair, is now getting along fine. . . . Nellie 
Mae Hunt has been very busy moving to a 
new address at 3026 O Street. ... Lucy 
Lyle’s son and wife from Denver were re- 
cent visitors to Lincoln. ... T. S. Risser 
won first prize on his golf tees in a recent 
hobby show at the Lincoln Hotel... . Guy 
Seaton and wife have returned from a recent 
trip. via air lines, to Lewiston, Idaho, where 
they visited their son, Rex, and daughter-in- 
law. ... Don Travis was elected Grand 
Deputy Patriarch of Saline No 4, IOOF. 
.. . Want a new roof installed? If so, get 
in touch with Henry Zimmerman. He just 
finished up his own. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


Two beautiful diamonds made their ap- 
pearance this month on the fingers of Nancy 
Anderson and Elaine Hali. In fact, Elaine 
spent her vacation working on her wedding 
dress. . . . Most of the girls stayed home 
and either rested or cleaned house. ‘This 
group included Lillian Baker, Hazel Neman, 
Opal Thimgan, Pearl Lawson, Genevieve 
Griffin, Virginia Tidd, Eunice Green, Doris 
Sutton, Kennetha Perry, Ruth Foster, and 
Jackie Crook. Janice Williamson spent her 
vacation helping move and claims they 
don’t have the things from the attic sorted 
yet! Elaine Hawkins helped in making a 
recreation room in their basement. Vera 
Wasson spent some of her vacation visiting 
her sister at Murray, and Addalene Christian 
visited her sister at Weeping Water. Ruth 
Goepert spent some of her vacation in 
Grand Island. Marguerite Mazuch visited 
relatives in Leigh. Lillian Hubbard made 
another fast trip to Houston to visit her son 
and family. Louise Schmidt vacationed in 
Portland, San Diego, and San Francisco. 
Donna Donovan went to Texas, then to New 
Mexico and home through Colorado. Espe- 
cially enjoyed were the pictures taken on 
the trips of Della Wilcox and Miriam Carter. 
Della’s pictures were of Niagara Falls, New 
York City, Washington, D. C., and Williams- 
burg, Virginia. Miriam’s pictures showed 
points of interest in the Smoky Mountains, 
Florida and Cuba. . . . Ever say things the 
way you didn’t plan on saying them? Louise 
Schmidt surprised a desk operator one day 
when checking a prefix spelling by asking 
how many hills “Hilltop” had! ... Yours 
truly bowled over an information operator 
by asking for the Faiser Koundation Hos- 
pital number instead of Kaiser Foundation. 
We even had trouble pronouncing it incor- 
rectly! . . . We girls know Mary Tice likes 
us, but kind of watch out! If she fixes up 
a dose of the operators’ cure-all, “oil of 
peppermint,” make sure it isn’t “oil of 
cloves.” That’s what she tried to give 
Gertrude Little Thunder! Maybe Mary fig- 
ures if it’s good for aching teeth it’s good 
for any ache! 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 
Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


A. S. Keckler, plant training supervisor, 
has resumed his subscriber station mainte- 
nance training courses. In October he con- 
ducted classes at Clay Center, McCool, and 
Tecumseh, and in November, Lincoln. Art’s 
long and varied experience in telephony 
qualifies him particularly well for this very 
important assignment. . . . Which makes me 
think—Mina Jorgensen and yours truly had 
the pleasure and thrill of attending the 
forty-fifth service anniversary party for Art. 
It was a real honor to have been included on 
the guest list. . . . Lloyd Jenkins, our first 
aid and accident prevention instructor, is 
still hard and enthusiastically at work in 
the plant department in an attempt to re- 
duce accidents. On September 12 Lloyd 


was the guest speaker at the regular meet- 
ing of the Nebraska City Utilities group. 
September 15 meetings were held at Sutton 
and Superior, September 23 at York and 
Stromsburg, October 18 at Hastings, Octo- 
ber 26 at Wahoo and David City, and on 
November 3 at Crete and Fairbury. The 
accident record for this year for the plant 
department, in comparison with last year, 
is not good, but we are sure it has no reflec- 
tion on the time and effort devoted to acci- 
dent prevention and saftey first work by 
Lloyd. All who have attended a meeting 
at which he has presented a talk and dem- 
onstration are high in their praise of him. 
Let’s all of us try a little harder to do our 
work in the safe manner prescribed by 
Lloyd. .. . The U.S.I.T.A. annual conven- 
tion in Chicago was attended by M. M. 
Hale, our vice-president; G. P. Barney, gen- 
eral plant superintendent; and Houghton 
Furr, secretary-treasurer. . . . Colds, flu, and 
viruses are rampant. ‘The only one in our 
midst who really got grounded was Kay 
Portsche, vice-president’s secretary. Kay 
had a really rough time for about ten days. 
We are happy to report, though, that Kay is 
too good a gal to keep down for long, so 
she’s back on the job. . . . Mina Jorgensen, 
General Plant, took a few days’ vacation 
during October. She, with her husband, 
attended the State Banker’s Convention. 
... Callers in the General Plant office: 
Forrest Behm, Joy Dobbs, Bert Huddeston, 
Tom Risser, and Mr. and Mrs. Pilfold, who 
were on vacation, and the light of their life, 
little Debbie. Also, a couple of former em- 
ployees—Max Elliott, who was in our gen- 
eral repair shop, but now in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. Max is a Boy Scout state 
executive. He asked us to extend his greet- 
ings to all of his acquaintances at his Alma 
Mater. We are happy to have this oppor- 
tunity and medium to send along his hello. 
The other former employee was Carl Pauley. 
who at the time of leaving LT&T was em- 
ployed at Hastings. Carl is currently a 
teletypeman for the Mountain States Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, headquar- 
tering at Pueblo, Colorado. A hearty wel- 
come to all of them! 


Supply 
By Sylvia Hoaglin 


A three-week vacation trip through seven 
states, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, Wyoming, Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, end Arizona by Bill Rosen- 
thal and “Barney” Barnett is the talk of the 
Shop. Highlight of their trip was salmon 
fishing in the Pacific Ocean. They “‘snagged”’ 
150 pounds of salmon which they had 
smoked and canned at an Oregon cannery 
for future reminiscence. They learned some 
new fishing skills from the Indians fishing 
in the Columbia River. Motoring down the 
Coast through the “Redwoods” was “out of 
this world,” and the High Sierras are views 
Barney will not forget. While Bill motored 
to Los Angeles to visit his daughter, Barney 
spent the week at his uncle’s logging camp 
in Fresno. He observed all the operations 
of a large lumber mill, from falling trees to 
the finished product. Of course, Bill is a 
kid at heart, so he had to see Disneyland. 

.. Kent Eno also spent his vacation in 
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California, visiting Mrs. Eno’s twin sister 
in Montabello. “I enjoyed the entertain- 
ment in Reno and Las Vegas immensely,” 
said Kent. . . . Al Linden vacationed in the 
Czarks. While in Springfield, Missouri, he 
experienced audience participation on the 
T-V Program “Ozark Jubilee.’ He was 
fascinated by the gals in calico and polka 
dot dresses. . . . Nelson Liesveld took his 
family for a Sunday drive to Rockport, Mis- 
sourl, to view the beauty of autumn... . 
Charles Riedel drove to Kansas City to visit 
his son and daughter-in-law. . . . On his re- 
cent trip to Chicago to visit “Ole Army 
buddies” and relatives, G. A. Fleck was a 
guest on the Don McNeill Breakfast Club 
radio program. He acknowledged the fact 
that he worked for LT&T with about 20 
swell fellows. It so happened that the 
Shop radio was turned to the correct sta- 
tion and “the 20 swell fellows’’ heard his 
comments. Now George’s mailbox is filled 
with fan letters from people asking him to 
order records of the radio broadcast... . 
The joke of the month is an experience of 
Wes Haas! Wes kept asking the city street 
department to unload in his yard some of 
the fine rich soil they were excavating in 
his neighborhood. He not only received 
one load, but four loads. Nice fine, rich 
soil? Rocks! More rocks! So now, every 
night Wes is on the rock pile breaking up 
and picking up rocks.. . . If a bright-colored 
limousine passes you and the driver waves, 
you better wave back or you may lose a 
friend. It will be on of your co-workers at 
21st & L. Bill Knee is driving a Regada 
Blue 1955 Ford and Bob Donaldson is driv- 
ing a bright red-and-black President Stude- 
baker. . . . Ernie Royce is a granddaddy, 
and a mighty proud one. He postponed his 
vacation trip to California in order to be- 
come acquainted with the new family mem- 
ber. . . . Supply department is famous for 
its many hunters. Clyde Whittington, Kent 
Eno, Harold Ehrlich, Jake Isley, Rudy 
Trouba, Ivan Olson and Welton Grant have 
trekked across many a field seeking pheas- 
ants. After one Sunday’s hunting trip, Wel- 
ton Grant remarked, “I missed my limit.” 
... John Litzenberg’s vacation days were 
very happy. His son, who is in Uncle Sam’s 
Army and stationed in Alaska, was home on 
leave. ... The girls in the Supply and 
Construction offices enjoyed a_ farewell 
dinner for Ruth Balster, former stenographer, 
on October 26 at Tony & Luigi’s. The eve- 
ning was most enjoyable as the girls had 
an opportunity to become better acquainted 
with Darlene Kasten and Jane Phillips, who 
are now stenographers in our department. 
Steaks, chicken, ham and lobster adorned the 
table and the treat was pizza pie... . Re- 
cent visitors to the warehouse were Max 
Elliott, former shopman, now a Boy Scout 
executive in Sioux Falls; and Harry Walker 
of Tallahassee, Florida, brother of M. C. 
Walker. . F. M. Strasser had an inter- 
esting and informative experience earlier 
this month when he spent two weeks at the 
Rescue Instructor’s School of the Civil De- 
fense Administration in Olney, Maryland. 
This was his first trip to the vicinity of the 
Nation’s Capitol, but with a full schoo! 
schedule there was little time for sightsee- 
ing. He now hopes to return when he can 
have more time to really look at the country. 
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Walter F. Roberts busted a couple of toes 
on his "braking foot" and hobbled pain- 
fully about for a couple of weeks. During 
this period he drove into his garage a 
bit too fast one night and had to apply 
the brake with a lot of speed and 
pressure. It was too much for the pro- 
testing toes. A sharp pain shot up his 
leg and he released the brake immediate- 
ly. The natural outcome, of course, was 
that he proceeded right on through the 
rear end of the garage with his big Olds- 
mobile. 


There being no accounting for tastes, Bob 
Ross chooses to collect Siamese cats. He 
has eight of them in his menagerie. Bob 
even feels ‘sorry for the critters. 
Brought them into the house one cold 
night and fixed a nice box for them in’ 
the kitchen where they could be snug and 
warm. He went to bed and slept the sound 
sleep of the just. When he awoke next 
morning all eight cats were in bed with 
him. 
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t STOP TAKING BATHS 


Joe Adamson, area manager at Tecumseh, 
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shape. 


salen tai 2 REET fisherman Byron Pattison, trolling i 
' lake, found his line pulling heavy and thought the hook 
= —>—=— was dragging on the bottom, He trolled clear “to the 
=... end of the lake and back with nary a sign of a nibble. 
reel in and have a look at the 
_. bait and then found a three-pound trout had been’ swim- 
boat with the hook in his mouth. The 
to put up a struggle of any kind. 


f* At last he decided to 
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began to suspect he had suddenly de- 
veloped B.0. Got so that no one would 
ride with him in his company car. Joe, 
himself, often found his nostrils 
assailed by an offensive odor while 
driving about the countryside. He 
formed the habit of rushing home for a 
noonday bath and all that sort of 
thing. A few days ago he took the car 
in for a grease job and was highly in- 
sulted when he saw the attendant throw 
all the doors open as soon as he drove 
in. When he returned for the car the 
station manager informed him that a 
decomposing tom cat had been found 
tangled in the undercarriage of the 
car. 


__S IM TRYING TO FIND OUT 


A pea SPARROWS WITH HIM 
IN THE ARK ! 


Sparrows have made it a practice to 
roost in the vines covering the front of 
the 3-Office building. Every morning 
the sidewalk below is in deplorable 
Bob Turner was sweeping it off 
one morning, but it did no good - the 
birds were still in the vines. 
in frustration, 


Finally, 
Bob threw the broom at 
them. The broom sailed in a long arc 
and came to rest on the roof - and the 
sparrows were completely undis turbed. 
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PUT ME DOWN 
FOR # STRIKE? 
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Up in Omaha they are still talking about 
the day Mary Pohlenz, Lincoln Conmercial, 
came to town to show them how they bowl 
in the Lincoln Girls' League. -Her best 
shot.; came when the ball hit her knee, 
bounded into the next alley, performed a 
reverse hook and came into the 1-3 
pocket, just like it had eyes. 


when it was reported to the girls of the 
York Commercial office that a mouse, had 
taken possession of the lobby and was 
scampering about the marble floor scaring 
the wits out of people, Virginia Jensen, 
commercial clerk, proved to be the hero- 
ine. "I'll take care of it," she said; 
and she did. She chased the mouse back 
and forth around the lobby and finally 
took off her shoe and killed it. Just be- 
fore delivering the fatal stroke she said, 
"They're so cute, I hate to do this." 


Artis Bowen, chief operator at Superior, 
moved a few weeks ago. She figured it was 
a "one-girl job" so she didn't ask for 
help. Trouble was, she couldn't get the 
bed assembled. It kept falling down on 
one corner. Resourceful Artis solved the 
dilemma by use of her car jack and was 
soon able to announce happily, "It's all 


fixed." 
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Ten years ago the fighting ended in World War i 
The announcement of Japan's capitulation was made by 
President Truman on August 14, 1945. Germany had been 
overrun and knocked from the war in the spring of the 
same year, 

The scene of the greatest land battles was in North 
Africa, Europe and the islands of the Western Pacific; but 
by land, air and sea, the conflict reached to nearly every 
portion of the globe. In every theater of this vast con- 
flagration could be found the men and women of LT&rT. 

Our company’s contribution to the waging of the war 
extended beyond providing personnel to the military forces. 
Through all the years of conflict we were faced with a 
pressing and continuing problem of meeting priority demands 
in supplying service to army bases and war plants which had 
moved into our territory. There was a shortage of materials, 
capacity and personnel to act as a constant brake on our 
efforts. Good crops, better prices and full employment pro- 
duced a clamoring for our wares such as we had never before 
experienced. An influx of war workers and military per- 
sonnel added to the demand for residence telephone service. 

But these problems were met and taken in stride. Our 
subscribers accepted with little complaint the restrictions on 
long distance usage and added services. Prospective cus- 
tomers were patient and understanding with the long waiting 
lists of those desiring installations. 

Throughout the war years there was a chronic labor 
shortage and rapid turnover of personnel. Military induc- 
tions drained away most of our younger male employees. 
Many of our recently retired folk returned to the job and 
were a powerful aid in surmounting the obstacles peculiar 
to those times. 


si 


Phillip V. W. W. “’Bud”’ Donavin 
Eckles Eden Frankforter 


Genevieve Leslie G. 


Griffin Thomas B. 


Hansen Hedges 


Arthur W. 
Holcomb Huddleston Imler 


W.R. “Bill” William B. 


Adrian M. William D. 
Newens Quinn 


Earl J. 
Schemmerhorn 


Dan W. 
Smith 


Francis E. Howard W. Robert A. 
Smith Spahnle Stall 


‘ 
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Kenneth J. 
Boshart 


Eleanor L. Lloyd W. Charles E. 
Bucknell Buettgenbach Cleveland Connors 


A new way of life began fen years ago with the ending of World 
War Il. Again we salufe our members of the Armed Forces and those 
who remained on the job fo "keep the home fires burning. 
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Philip J. Richard E. James D. 


At the war’s end 135 employees had answered the call Garvey Grant Green 
to the colors: 123 men and 12 women. The construction 
department headed the list in providing personnel for the 
services with a total of 54. Next came the supply department 
with 18; Lincoln Plant with 15; Eastern District Plant with 
11, and Lincoln Commercial with eight. Other departments 
represented were: Southern District Plant—six; Western 
District Plant—four; Accounting—four; Non-Functional— 
four; Eastern District Traffic—four; Lincoln Traffic—two; 
and one each from General Traffic, Engineering, Western 


District Traffic, Southern District Traffic and General Gay T. Bail Hi: 
Plant. Henderson Henson Hobson 


The distressing words ‘Missing in Action” still hung 
heavily over the names of two servicemen from the con- 
struction department: Corp. Lavelle E. Giles, a crewman of 
a Flying Fortress which failed to return to its base after a 
bombing mission over Germany in February 1945; and Robert 
E. Nelson, a radio mechanic on the ill-fated carrier “Frank- 
lin,” had been listed as missing since March 1945. Official 
confirmation of their deaths came several months after the 
cessation of hostilities. Ernest E. Charles H 

Numerous medals and citations were awarded to mem- Johnson Kermoade ache: 
bers of the company’s Honor Roll although it was not pos- 
sible to obtain a record of all of them. 

The majority of those who marched away returned 
to employment with the company; 53 of them are still on 
the payroll. Pictures of most of them, as they looked ten 
years ago, adorn these pages. Photographs were not avail- 
able for George Eggleston, William H. Husing, Lorin E. 
Lyons and Robert L, Wenzel. Robert E. Chamberlain and ry: | | 
bree et teae ected inducted into service a few Thomas H. ae G. 
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The above picture describes a Civil Defense simulated 
heavy rescue exercise at Olney, Maryland. 


The rescue team, including the casualty (with a “make 
believe” broken back) were all from Lancaster County. 
From left to right, they are F. M. Strasser, George H. 
Warnsholz, Malcolm; Joseph E. Cook, Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Co.; Charles F. Kilborn, Olson Construction Com- 
pany; Roscoe A. Benton (casualty), Lincoln fire department; 
and Mrs. John R. Scott, Deputy Director Lincoln-Lancaster 
County Civil Defense. 


Mr. Strasser was at the end of the rope, helping the next 
man to him pull the casualty from beneath a “bombed” 
cement floor. The board had been worked under the 
casualty in very cramped quarters. When found, the injured 
man was about fifteen feet from the opening shown, It was 
necessary for two men to crawl backward into the opening, 
with the board, to the injured man. The board was worked 
inch by inch under the casualty, and after carefully lashing 


him to the board he was drawn from beneath the rubble. 

This was one of the many training exercises in which Mr. 
Strasser participated during his two weeks attendance at 
the Civil Defense Rescue Instructors Course. The Olney 
Facility is located on a twenty-acre tract about thirty-five 
miles north of Washington, D. C. The plant consists of an 
administration building, a dormitory and eight or ten training 
buildings. The training buildings are of both frame and 
masonry and simulate various types of structures in various 
stages of demolition. In types they range from one and two- 
story homes through stores, theaters, garages, apartment 
houses, to five-story office buildings. 

The heavy rescue school was staffed by trained instruc- 
tors. One had been a steel construction foreman, one was a 
construction worker who later became an instructor in the 
New York fire department, one had been a fire department 
instructor in Philadelphia, and _ still another had learned 
heavy rescue work in London during the blitz, and was 


Victims Rescued 
From Bombed 
Apartment 


By Florence Tafman 


Although no one likes to ponder on the possi- 
bility that the powerful destructive forces of 
modern science may be unleashed upon our land, 
it is the province of the Civil Defense Administra- 
tion to make our citizens aware of the danger; to 
train them in means of survival and instruct them 
in giving aid to others. It was for the latter pur- 
pose that F. M. Strasser, supervisor of supplies, 
journeyed to Olney, Maryland, in late October to 
take a special course in the rescuing of victims 
trapped in bombed areas. The following article 
describes the rigors of the program as well as the 
measures which are applied to present the exact 
problems which may be met by the rescue squad 
in event of an actual bombing attack. 


especially well-qualified for his assignment as the principal 
lecturer. 

The school has been in operation for the last three 
or four years. Instruction covers both administrative and 
rescue work. The administrative section covers both pre- 
explosion and post-explosion instruction such as warnings, 
air raid shelters, developing the warden organization, 
establishing short-wave radio centers, dispersing and caring 
for evacuees, etc, The rescue instruction covers the saving 
of life after the disaster. 

The truck equipment for rescue instruction consisted of 
eight heavy duty and three light duty units. They are 
somewhat similar to L.T.& T. construction units, 2-T trucks 
for heavy rescue and 1-T trucks for light. These units are 
standardized by the Federal Civil Defense Administration 
and equipped with a full complement of several hundred 
items of rescue equipment. The heavy trucks form the 
basis for operation of an eight-man heavy rescue team which 
includes a leader, assistant leader, and driver. 

The rescue course is designed for use outside the area 
of complete or almost complete destruction. Within the 
destroyed area radioactivity is too intense and the possi- 
bility of saving lives is too remote to justify rescue work, 

The heavy duty rescue course was planned for the zone 
of heavy to moderate damage surrounding the area of almost 
complete destruction. Experience indicates that in this zone 
as much as thirty percent of the population may be trapped, 
shocked, injured, or otherwise unable to extricate themselves, 
twenty-five percent lightly trapped and five percent heavily 
trapped. 

The light duty rescue instruction is intended for those 
working in the moderately to lightly damaged zone. Here 
the buildings will be mostly of the residential type. Injuries 
will be less severe but the area will usually be greater. 

The rescue course which Mr. Strasser attended from 
October 23 to November 5, 1955 was attended by thirty-six 
trainees, representing six states, the District of Columbia, 
and Venezuela, South America. Instruction followed the 
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usual pattern of lecture, visual aids, then field practice. The 
picture is an example of the field practice given in the 
latter part of the course. Much of the instruction received 
during the two-week period is indicated by the following 
description of the exercise conducted on the night of the last 
day of instruction. This exercise was also a public demon- 
stration. 

Following an ALERT signal, rescue teams proceeded to 
a pre-determined location outside the BOMBED area. Roll 
call was taken and a final check was made on equipment. 
At the TAKE COVER signal, drivers were stationed at 
field telephones or short-wave radio stations. In a few 
minutes airplanes came over—bombs were dropped—much 
noise. Fires were started in the training buildings. After 
the airplanes passed and the ALL CLEAR signal was given, 
the radio activity surveys were made of the damaged area. 
When the area was found safe, the firemen were called. 
Five or six units of fire equipment, with wide-open sirens, 
rushed in. When most of the fires were extinguished, the 
call came for the rescue teams. Each team was instructed 
where to report. After arrival at the designated scene of 
damage the team leader contacted the local warden. From 
the information received the team leader instructed his men 
how to start the rescue operation. 


Twelve casualties had been planted in four damaged 
buildings. They had been realistically made up to indicate 
broken limbs, burns, head injuries, lacerations, possible con’ 
cussion, shock, etc. This make-up was accomplished by 
use of wax, grease paint, vegetable coloring, dirt, small 
pieces of bone or dummy limbs, burnt cork, flexible collodion, 
etc. Also, casualties had been instructed and coached on how 


to simulate the action of a badly wounded person. 

h Mr. Stasser was assigned was 
artment building divided 
masonry wall. 


The rescue team to whic 
directed to a two-story multi-ap 
vertically through the center with a heavy ? 
One of the side walls had collapsed outwardly, allowing the 
roof over that side of the building to fall. The falling 
roof had crushed the first floor and the second floor into 
the basement. 

The leader of the team contacted the warden for the 
area and learned that there were three people trapped in 
the building. The warden suggested possible locations, and 
gave the leader a description of the building interior layout. 
The leader then divided his team into two groups and 
made a careful survey entirely around the damaged et anaas 
to determine how best to look for the trapped people and 
to pick up any injured who might be readily Jeapcuian | 

One casualty was found partly unconscious ane aaa 
ing three-foot ledge of the second floor. This casua ty was 
blanketed and lashed securely to a stretcher. This was 
difficult because he struggled violently. He was then lowered 
by sliding the stretcher carefully down a yee ie 

Search for the remaining casualties was con ucted by 
the team surrounding a portion of the rubble and calling 
to the trapped persons. At first no response wes epGEI EG 
but finally a faint tapping was heard. His location was 
pin-pointed by surrounding the area from which the 
tapping came. The area was exam 
means for reaching the casualty. , 
through the fallen roof, then through a section of the 
cond floor, where an opening through the 


ned for the best possible 
It was decided to saw 


collapsed se 
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A Civil Defense rescue truck designed to transport a squa 
and eauipment. Small items and tools are secured to a removable pallet to 
be readily portable since the rescue truck probably would not be able to reach 
the actual scene of rescue operations. Lacking a special purpose vehicle, 
some squad units use trailers or flat bottom trucks for transporting equipment. 


broken first floor was found. With searchlights the casualty 
was located near the main dividing wall but in a location 
that made it impossible to bring him up through the opening 
which had been made. It was then necessary to go to the 
end of the building and break a hole through the wall 
which provided a direct entry to the casualty. He was 
then lashed to a stretcher and drawn from the building. 

The third casualty was also located by the call and 
tapping method. Access to the injured person was ac’ 
complished by lowering a rescue worker through an in 
cinerator opening from the second floor to the basement. 
Again, the injured person could not be rescued through this 
opening. It was necessary to break through a brick wall 
to remove her. 

The other three rescue teams located and removed their 
trapped casualties in accordance with instructions given 
during the preceding two weeks. Some of these involved 
lowering injured persons from a five-story office building, 
a demolished frame building, and a row type brick and frame 
dwelling. In all cases broken limbs were splinted; burns were 
bandaged; and other emergency first aid was performed be- 
fore removal. After removal, the casualties were transported 
to the roadside where first aid and ambulance crews took 
over. 

This rescue exercise started about 8:30 P.M. and lasted 
until midnight. It was a cold, rainy, miserable night. Coffee 
was brought to the workers by the Red Cross. Most of 
the spectators left after the first few casualties were re- 
covered, The first part of the demonstration was spectacular, 
the last part was work. a 

In preparation for the next group of trainees, workmen 
are given a week in which to patch up and restore the 
model structures to their original demolished condition. The 
damage resulting from rescue operation is completely re- 
paired and the school goes on. | | 

The Civil Defense plan for the school is to train in- 
structors so that they can organize rescue teams throughout 
the country, and is a part of the overall defense preparedness 
program. Although utility workers are considered excellent 
for training purposes, it is recognized that in case of a real 
emergency they would very likely be busy restoring their 
own services, therefore the permanent teams should not 
include such personnel. 
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terminals 
now on trial in 


LUE T territory 


by J. S. Reed 


Cable terminals for connecting drop spans from sub- 
scribers’ residences to pairs in telephone cable have long 
been mounted on poles in the cable lead. Within recent 
years many telephone companies have adopted the idea of 
attaching cable terminals designed for this purpose to the 
messenger strand instead of to the poles. Advantages claimed 
for this method are that better drop distribution is provided 
with the terminal and drops out of the way on the pole in 
joint construction with power lines, and that considerably 
less work is required if the terminal pole has to be replaced, 
since a strand mounted terminal will not be disturbed by 
the work operations involved in removing the pole and 
placing a new one. With the terminal and drops kept off 
the pole, as pictured on this page, ample clearance is provided 
for power linemen to climb into the power space above the 
telephone cable, and the chance of “spurring” the terminal is 
eliminated. 


Illustrations on this page indicate the differences in 
appearance of pole-mounted and strand-mounted terminals. 
It will be noted that the new construction does not make 
use of a wooden guard arm above the cable. Guard arms 
have now become obsolete and are no longer employed in 
new construction, regardless of the type of terminal used. 
It was formerly the practice to install these short wooden 
arms on poles carrying joint power and telephone facilities 
to protect power linemen from contact with the grounded 
cable, and, incidentally, to provide a means of distributing 
telephone drop wires without interference to the power man 
climbing the pole. Power company practices now require 
the use of temporarily placed rubber coverings on the 
grounded cable while power men are working on the pole, 
which makes the provision of these guard arms unnecessary. 


Close-up of strand mounted terminal and telephone drops. Clearance 


on this jointly used pole is obtained by use of span clamps for distributing 
drops away from pole and no guard arm is employed. 


a 


Typical installation of strand mounted terminal in joint construction 
of telephone cable with power line in north Ashland. 


Since guard arms cost about $5.00 each, in place, the 
elimination of this item has the added advantage of relieving 
the telephone company of this expense. 

Installation of strand-mounted terminals is presently 
restricted to new construction in Lincoln and in the northern 
area of Ashland, where joint construction with power 
companies is involved. The use of the “X” type pole 
mounted terminals is being continued elsewhere in LT&&’T 
territory in order to realize the life of these terminals. 
Salvaged “X”’ terminals in good condition are reconditioned 
and restubbed in the general repair shop and then reissued 
for installation in areas still using this type of terminal. 
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_. Pole mounted “X” type cable terminal with guard arm for drop 
distribution. Guard arms are now no longer required in new construction 
with any type of cable terminal. 
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lowers 


Telephone 


Introducing a new and valuable use of long 
distance service to aid florists complete their 
orders for flowers to be delivered at distant 
points. They like the plan because of its 
speed, its economy and its finality; for in a 
two-way conversation the transaction can be 
completed to the satisfaction of all parties 
involved with a minimum expenditure of time 
and concern. 


Long distance circuits are NOW carrying flowers across 
the nation. Not the blooms, stems and boxes, but messages 
of retail florists arranging for inter-city floral deliveries. | 

This new service was initiated by the AT&T Long Lines 
Department and has the endorsement and cooperation of 
the two major florist trade associations with their 17,000 
members throughout the country. | 

By using the new service, a customer ordering flowers 
for delivery at a distant point has only to contact his local 
florist and state his wishes. The florist, by long distance 
telephone, can complete the order in only a matter of min- 
utes. Many advantages are apparent in the use of the tele- 
phone for this purpose. Personal greetings may be included 
at no extra charge. If a substitution of flowers is necessary, 
the customer himself can make the choice, meanwhile re- 
ceiving confirmation of the order and assurance of immediate 
delivery. oe ee eee 

In introducing “flowers by telephone” service in LT&T 
territory, convenient packets have been made available to 
the florists. These kits include a window display, counter 
display, decals and streamers for advertising the service to 
the public. The florist also 1s furnished with a specially 
prepared rate book, compiled by the traffic department, in 
which long distance charges are entered for associate florists 
throughout the country. By this means the florist can im- 
mediately quote accurate rates and the transaction can usu’ 
ally be completed without reference to the long-distance 
operator for time and charges. 

AT&T advertisements in Life for November 21, and 
the Saturday Evening Post for November 19, brought the 
innovation to public attention on a national scale. The new 
service is being introduced in our territory by local com- 
mercial forces and by W. D. Quinn, sales supervisor of the 


general commercial department. 


L. 
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Boyd M. Wedgwood, service engineer of Lincoln Commercial, discussing the 
“Flowers by Telephone” program with Irvin Rosewell, president of Rosewell Floral 
Company at Lincoln. Mr. Wedgwood holds one of the streamers which forms part 
of the packet used by florists in introducing and advertising the service. 
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Mr. Wedgwood helos arrange a window display announcing the ‘Flowers 
by Telephone” service at Rosewell Floral Company. Separate posters have been 
designed for use by members of the two national florists’ trade associations. 
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Mr. Rosewell speeding an order on its distant way by means of the new 
service. The special long distance rate book prepared by the traffic depart- 
ment is used to direct the call and inform the customer immediately of the 
charges. Often the customer stands by while the call is placed to offer 
suggestions in case a substitution of flowers is necessary. 
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The Abundant Life 


When the old-timer talks of “the good old days,” it 
is probable that he is either forgetful or charitable. They 
could be called “the long hour—short life days.” There 
was some advantage in that life was simple. The “common 
man” of 50 years ago was concerned mainly with working, 
sleeping, scrimping and dressing up on Sunday. There 
were few arguments at home on whether the annual va- 
cation should be spent in the mountains or at the seashore. 
With rare exceptions, there simply were no vacations! 


The lengthening of the life span which has 

occurred 
during the Twentieth century enables people to spend 
more years in every phase of their life cycle. The average 
American gets his first job at a later date than used to be 


common; he also spends more years on the job and, para- 
doxically, more years in retirement. 


For instance, the average baby boy born in 1950 could 
expect to spend 17.7 years in the preparatory period before 
entering the labor force. This is four years longer than 
his counterpart born in 1900 spent as a dependent before 
setting out for his first job. The growing prosperity of 
the nation makes it possible for families to keep children 
in school to a much later age. 


At the other end of the scale the average American 
can now anticipate 5.9 years of retirement as compared 
to only 2.4 years in 1900; although in 1900 conventional 
retirement was almost unknown and practically all men 
worked until they died or were disabled. These figures 
take cognizance both of conventional retirement at age 
65, to which we of LT&T are now accustomed, and volun- 
tary retirements or those due to disability, which can 
occur at an earlier age. They also include individuals 


who die while in active employment and hence have zero 
years of retirement. 


The most striking change of the last half century has 
been the increase in the working life of the individual. 
The average male of today can expect to spend almost 
ten years more on the job than his predecessor of 1900. 
The increase in the length of working life has been from 
32.1 years in 1900 to 41.9 years at present. These averages 
would be greater except for the fact that they include 
individuals who die during their working years and thus 
never reach retirement. Of course the largest service 
records of LT&T have been and are being compounded by 
those who were hired at the age of 15 years or less, and 
this has not been the practice for many years gone by. 
It is doubtful if any 50-year service emblems will ever 
again be earned after the present group of employees who 
were hired at those early ages complete their telephone 
careers. Those who now wear and have prospect of wear- 
ing this emblem are F. E. Behm, C. E. Cummings, L. P. 
Young, J. H. Hartley and L. G. Saunders. 


LIFE EXPECTANCY ~~» 65.5 
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The increased working life of man becomes possible 
because life expectancy (at birth) has been increased in 
the last half century from 48.2 years to 65.5 years—thanks 
to tremendous advances of medical science; also because 
improved working tools have made his work easier and 
safer and his number of hours of leisure greater. The 
average man has 17.3 more years of life, of which he spends 
4.0 years in additional preparation; 9.8 years in additional 
working time and 3.5 years in additional retired life. 

Although he now spends one-third more time than 
in 1900 as a member of the nation’s labor force, the actual 
number of working hours spent on the job during his life- 
time is substantially reduced. In that year the standard 
work week was of 60 hours. Now it is but 40 hours, with 
paid holidays and vacations being the general rule. 


The David City switchboard in long ago 1903 with the Gregory sisters, 
Cora and Linnie, as operators. Cora is now Mrs. E. C. James of Lincoln; 
Linnie now lives at Anaheim, California. They are sisters of Mrs. Vern 
Campbell. Vern was area manager at David City for many years before his 
retirement three years ago. The Gregory sisters worked for the F. D. Scott 
Telephone Company which began operations in 1897 and later became part 
of the Surprise Telephone Company. The company operated in competition 
with a local Bell exchange. The latter was purchased by LT&T in 1912 and 
the Surprise properties in 1916. The two exchanges were then consolidated. 
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As proof that old soldiers do not fade away, T. E. Longdon, area manager 
at Fairbury, observed his 35th service anniversary on Armistice Day, looking 
hale enough for another 35 years at least. Tommy came to us on November 
20, 1920, and served as manager at Gresham, Stromsburg and Tecumseh 
before moving to Fairbury in 1934. From left, in the picture, are: Dorcas 
Slater, Mr. Longdon, Mandane Reid, Viola Hutchinson, Clyde Burge, district 
manager who made the presentation, Floyd Nave and Mathilda Alpers. 
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General Offices Entertain 
More Commercial Folk 


K. J. Boshart, training supervisor of General Commercial, wound up the 
season of orientation journeys by commercial employees of the territory by 
acting as host, on December 1, to the group shown in the picture. They are 
caught in the act of solving the mvsteries of the Zerox photo plate process 
which is being explained by Carl Ahl, printing service supervisor, shown in 
the foreqround. The commercial folk, left to right, are: Betty Vaughn, Fair- 
bury; Karen Speckmann, Wahoo; Velda Wagner, Fairbury; Marvin Pilfold, 
Hastings; Henrietta Goracke, Tecumseh; Marlene Lienemann, Wymore; Jack 
Mankamyer, Sutton; Carieta Woelke, Beatrice; Mr. Ahl; Ethel Park, Crete; 
Virginia Jensen, York; Lucille Schliep, Hastings; Anna Mae Caldwell, Hastings; 
Mr. Boshart; Eldeen Riese, Hastings; Elaine Bockerman, Hastings; Lucyle 
Scheidemann, Sutton. 


Mary Bethscheider Tallies 35 


November 16 was a special day for Mary Bethscheider, Hebron Traffic, 
as it marked her entry into the 35-year Club, where she joins her two sisters, 
Margaret and Regina. The ladies of the family have given 113 years service 
to Hebron telephone subscribers. John Spady, district manager, presented the 
emblem on her anniversary day. Witnessing the ceremony, left to right, are: 
Regina Bethscheider, chief operator; Margaret Bethscheider, former chief, 


now on leave because of ill health; Mary Bethscheider; Mr. Spady and Ernest 
Wellman, area manager. 


: . 

A New Service Pin For Jess T. May 
Another recipient of the 35-year service emblem is Jess T. May, testman, 

Lincoln Plant, who reached his anniversary on November 3. His pin was 

presented by George P. Barney, general plant superintendent. Left to right 


in the nicture are: R. L. Clinton, C. B. Meshier, W. C. Stewart, Mr. Barney, 
M. C. Walker, Mr. May, R. C. Connors, and L. P. Livingston. 


Beatrice Building Progress 


One of the focal points of interest throughout the organization is the 
Beatrice conversion project which, when completed, will represent the most 
forward look—equipmentwise—of any of our exchanges. The News expects to 
keep well abreast of developments during the progress of the work. 


The above view shows the new exchange building at Sixth and Grant 
Streets as of December 1. The picture was taken from the southwest corner 
of the building, looking toward the intersection. The court house and Masonic 
building are visible in the background. 


The framing for the second floor columns and beams has been erected; 
the cement poured for the first floor; temporary wooden floor supports re- 
moved from the basement and the earth replaced around the basement walls. 
Plumbing and heating runs have been installed in pace with the erection of 
the building. The gas-fired boilers are also on the site. 


Bud Eden, building engineer, tells us that the building’s progress through- 
out the balance of the winter depends to a great extent upon favorable 
weather, although work can continue uninterrupted in those parts of the 
building which have been enclosed. 


Lets Meet Our New Employees 


ACCOUNTING 
Name Position Exchange Emp. 
Paul EB. Singleton..c ics cinta Building Messengev................ dha eset 11- 1 
COMMERCIAL 
ps he Ce (Oe Wg) 8 6 | <a na 1 | Se aT PAnCGI co: 11- 3 
JEANGIEG UMC occ eee MODE ccacseteccsgunncscceiaeds Lincoln .....ccc::. 11-14 
ENGINEERING 
TOBY Bia. TF ONS ON soccccieicecss ew irra cen iss Draftsman..... d petainetu htt cimnnenieseseaenan eons a ee 
Delores A. Green............................ Se@Cretary.......... suchicitiad win edcéassyocneontehcreieM rae 
Gilbert A. Sexton......... adlacpoisiocnsas sp ELL CSTR nies so oeecacsscesce! giniesiseanaeuemncicetecs 11- 7 
BOT VY BY iileasas ees saaceedesrs ese cohen exes ERT CSN sa eile ncces ads sees esieeehesaletein aes 11- 1 
PLANT 
Harold E. Cummings....................... Groundman (Cst.)........ Hastings ..........11-14 
Donald F. Jacobson (Re-emp.)....Groundman (Cst.)........Lincoln ..... 11- 9 
Delbert G. Junge......... tila caie et chaste Groundman (Exch.)... Seward ..... 11-16 
PALO Cy TANGO isc cteseccsescessccangccestee Groundman (Exch.).... York ................10-31 
vel ae) PAR ca 002 UE | 5) eon enn sear er Stenographer (Sup.)....Lincoln ............10-26 
TRAFFIC 
Iva M. Bornemeiev....... .Operator.. ...--Ashiland . 11-18 
Beverly J. Brehm..... Operator..... Lincoln .. re a 
Patricia D. Cooper. _.... Operator... Lincoln 10-17 
Mary Ann Dye........ Operator. ....Lincoln . : 10-24 
Mona M. Hofstad..... Operator.... Lincoln . : es 
Faye I. Jones............... Operator... Natade City..... hie 
Evelyn J. Lemmon....... Operator... YOrK ..........-- a 
Pernal Moore (Re-emp.) Operator Beat ee ee 
Bernadine Rempe. ; Operator....... Lincoln ee 
Karen M. Ross......... ae Stenographer Lincoln ir id 
June M. Sapp (Re-emp.). Operator oe ae 
Marvelle L. Scott : Operator... Yo. < Prarie e 
Mary A. Thiesfeld Operator Nebr. City aa 
Elizabeth F. Torske Operator Lincoln ..... re 
Doris J. VanOstrand.... Operator York 11-14 
Wilma L. Voges...... stents sis Operator Wahoo 11-14 
Dealva E. Wheeler (Re-emp.)....... Operator Lincoln 11- 8 
Lois J. Woody................--. _............. Operator Wahoo 11-14 
Mildred M. Zatopek............... _..Operator.. Plattsmouth 11-21 
Margaret S. Zeilinger (Re-emp.) Operator Lincoln wwbd- | 


The caroling group at one of their first practice sessions in the general office club room. They are 
directed by Earl F. Jenkins, assistant professor of voice, University of Nebraska School of Music. 
Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer (extreme left), is the accompanist. 


Christmas Everywhere 


It is going to be a busy and merry 
Christmas in LT@&T-land. Since late 
November our folk have been active in 
their preparation for the coming holi- 
day season. Many employees have di- 
rected their efforts toward completing 
plans and becoming proficient in the 
various Yuletide activities. First the 
caroling group opened its practice ses- 
sions, meeting every Monday evening 
to perfect the voicing of the well-loved 
Christmas songs. Numerically, the 
carolers are stronger than in the past, 


have been added to this year’s group. 
No doubt we will soon be privileged 
to hear one of our finest choral assem- 
plies. 

Separate parties for adults and chil- 
dren will again feature the activities 
of Lincoln employees. The several 
committees charged with staging these 
functions have also been at work since 
late November. Christmas parties will 
be held in many of the general office 
departments as well as district and area 
points throughout the territory. The 
News photographer will cover the Lin- 
coln gatherings. Arrangements should 
be made for pictures to be taken of 
those outside of Lincoln and a print 
furnished the News for publication in 


the January issue. The print should 
be in the editor’s hands by January 1 
if possible. 

Gifts from the company to its mili- 
tary personnel have been in the mail 
for some time and, barring delay in 
delivery, they should be at their desti- 
nation by Christmas. The gift this year 
is a multi-bladed knife; combining al- 
most every tool known to man. The 
handle of the knife is engraved with 
the company name and the signature 
of the individual serviceman. The re- 
cipient will undoubtedly wonder how 
in the world the signature was repro- 
duced so perfectly. 


The general committee for the Lincoln Christmas 
Parties. Clockwise around the table: Myra Met- 
calf, Children’s Party chairman; Darlene Griffin, 
publicity; Berthamae Ward, decorations; Walter 
Roberts, personnel director; Larry Connealy, gen- 
eral chairman; Imogene Stumpff, refreshments; 
Bill Huddleston, program; Mary Pohlenz, reception; 
Ella Hansen, Children’s Party decorations. 


Pioneer Hunters Congregafe 


The Pioneer boys had another party 
at Seward on Saturday, November 12. 
The social committee figured that if 
they threw a whingding for the fisher- 
men they ought to do the same for the 
huntsmen. This affair was billed as the 
“Hunting Stag.” The odd thing about 
it was that the very men who had for- 


merly claimed to be fishermen now 
came disguised as hunters. Only one of 
them carried the plot to the extremity 
of bringing a gun. The firearm was dis- 
played in a corner of the Hughes 
Brothers Cabin, where it elicited con- 
siderable interest and awe. Nearly 40 
nimrods enjoyed the choice broiled 
steaks which were the feature attrac- 
tion at the supper hour. 
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John Hobson 
Draws Career fo Close 


It was 41 years 
ago last June that 
John M. Hobson 
set his first pole as 
a member of a. Lin- 
coln construction 
crew. In due time 
he donned belt and 
spurs to work aloft 
as lineman. He 
found the career to 
his liking, but it 
was soon interrupted by the beating 
of war drums and John marched away 
as a member of the signal unit com- 
posed mainly of men of our company. 
It was not until June 1919 that he 
came back from overseas to resume his 
occupation. For a time, during the 
early ‘twenties, he was combination- 
man at Wahoo, but he returned to the 
construction crews as foreman in 1925 
and during most of the years there- 
after he has been in charge of a crew, 

Mr. Hobson’s career dates back to 
the days of the horse-drawn construc- 
tion rig, when holes were dug and 
poles were set and wires were strung 
by strength of arm. Travel was slow 
and work days were long. The changes 
which have come to pass in construc- 
tion methods are as startling as those 
in other segments of the business. 

As his retirement became effective 
December 1, John made a brief excur- 
sion beyond the front door to rescue 
the evening paper from the shrubbery, 
then retreated to the warmth of his 
hearth. The first few months of his 
new leisure are already taken care of, 
John has faced the bite of every snow 
and sleet storm for the past 41 years 
and this winter he thinks he shall sit 
by the window and watch unluckier 
people work and shiver. Come the 
spring, there are several of his proper. 
ties that need attention and repair, 
which he proposes to give them if the 
fish are not biting. 

It has been good to know and work 
with Mr. Hobson through the years, 
and we are happy to report that he 
will remain in the vicinity and in con- 
tact with his friends of LT&T, where 
the name will be perpetuated, for the 
company has inherited his two sons, 
Dick, of General Traffic, and Dean, of 
Supply. 


John M. Hobson 


A_ half-hundred Pioneer members carried on 
the tradition of the annual ladies’ party at the 
University Club, Lincoln, on Saturday, November 
26. There seemed to be little doubt among those 
present that this fine get-together grows better 


year by year. 


The ladies toiled prodigiously on this project 


Annual Assembly of the Pionettes 


and the credit for its success may be shared 
equally by the capable and hard working mem- 
bers of Dorothy Lefler’s social committee, namely: 
Verna Alexander, Cecile Anderson, Rose Carlson, 
Marie Jackson, Juanita Schlief and Georgia Smith. 
Special mention should also be given a non-mem- 
ber, Esther Hagan of the University Club, who 
designed and prepared the startling Christmas 


decoration theme that was the talk of the 
evening. 

President and Mrs. Eno were among those in- 
troduced. The door prize, a three piece bathroom 
towel set, was won by Marie Vidlock. Ron Ahl 
tended the equipment in the showing of a movie, 
“The Golden ‘Twenties,’ which was well received 
by those with long memories. Dorothy Lefler 
presided at the program portion of the gathering. 


Death of Former Chief, 
Surprise Exchange 


Edith Way, former chief operator 
at Surprise, quietly passed away No- 
vember 26 at the home of a daughter 
in Blue Springs, Missouri. For more 
than 20 years Mrs. Way tended the 
telephone needs of the people of her 
home town. She was employed by the 
Surprise Telephone Company in Sep- 


tember 1922. 


of the larger Independent units in 
early times. It was purchased by LT&T 
in 1923, at which time Mrs, Way also 
became part of our organization. She 
continued at the Surprise switchboard 
until her retirement on service pension 


in January 1943, 
Funeral services were held Monday, 


November 28, at Surprise, with inter- 
ment in the local cemetery. Four 
daughters are among those who are 


left to mourn. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


This company was one 


fic, $139.25; Velma L. Bock, Geneva Commer- 
cial, $10.50; J. L. Alldritt, Friend Pensioner, 
$305.00; P. H. Henson, Engineering, $22.50; 
Leta E. Holscher, Auburn Traffic, $126.25; 
D. R. Smith, Engineering, $10.00; R. L. Hohn- 
stein, Service, $22.50; Addalene Christian, 
Lincoln Traffic, $10.00; Aner N. McKinzey 
Estate, Pensioner, $107.10; H. W. Cane, En- 
pineering, $376.00; Janice J. Helzer, Hastings 
Traffic, $20.00; Belle P. Meester, Hastings 
Pensioner, $10.00; Donna R. DeMoulin, Hast- 
ings Traffic, $10.00; Mary G. Trumble, Lincoln 
Traffic, $15.00; Arleen Swanson, Service, 
$20.00; J. C. Gear, Fairbury Plant, $54.00; 
Laura L. Sires, Lincoln Pensioner, $401.95. 


Dependents: Mrs. W. R. Minich, Geneva, 
$22.50; Lynn Holcomb, Lincoln, $12.50; L. D. 
Keedy, Jr., Syracuse, $5.00; Jerry Ward, Lin- 
coln, $425.50; Roger Krhounek, Lincoln, $7.50; 
Donna Bean, Seward, $12.00; Mrs. J. M. Isley, 
Lincoln, $20.00; Mrs. H. F. Kempf, Hastings, 
$278.10; Mrs. W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln, $26.00; 
Mrs. G. W. Jahn, Lincoln, $118.35; Mrs. R. J. 
Donaldson, Lincoln, $587.25; Evelyn Hawkins, 
Lincoln, $15.50; Helen A. Metcalf, Lincoln, 
$20.00; Debbra Heath, Hastings, $80.30; Lenore 
Brady, Lincoln, $240.00; Aloy Knudson, Lin- 
coln, $5.50; Mrs. C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln, $15.00; 
Mary Lee Swanson, Lincoln, $20.00. 


JOURNEY’S END | 


Oliver Keim, father of Lila Keim, Hebron 
Traffic, passed away November 9 in Hebron. 
Services were held at the Lutheran Church 
in Hebron. 

Albert Owens, father of Kathryn Owens, 
Nebraska City Traffic, passed away Novem- 
ber 9. Funeral services and burial were at 
Nebraska City on November 11. 

Lester P. Wenzel, father of Robert Wen- 


The following claims were paid by zel, Lincoln Plant, died November 11 in 


the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 


fit Association during November 1955: 


Primary members: M. H. Metcalf, Service, 
$26.00; G. E. Miller, Service, $37.50; W. F. 
Roberts, Personnel, $18.50; Marie K. Jackson, 
Engineering, $55.50; Anna M. Bott, Hastings 
Traffic, $17.00; Viola C. Hutchinson, Fairbury 
Traffic, $10.00; Erma L. Dixon, Geneva Traf- 


Beatrice. Services were held November 14, 
with interment in Evergreen Home Ceme- 
tery. 

Ed J. Meyers, father of Lois Meyers, Lin- 
coln Traffic, passed away November 27 in 
Grand Island. Services were held at Seward 


on November 30. 
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Merchandising Pays Off 


Every so often, when he has time, 
Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, strikes a 
trial balance on the Merchandising 
results of LT@T. The program has 
been in effect for five months now and 
Mr. Quinn, in his latest figures, dis- 
plays results that are beyond expecta- 
tions. During the last six weeks, for 
example, a total of 720 requests have 
been received, indicating an addition 
of $5,999 to our gross annual revenue. 

Totals for the five months, by de- 
partments are: 


Plant Department 


Service Requests Rec’d.................. 918 

Annual Gross Revenue............ $10,752 

Average per Request...............- $11.71 
Traffic Department 

Service Requests Rec’d.................. 667 

Annual Gross Revenue............-- $3,427 

Average per Request.............-.--- $5.13 
Commercial Department 

Service Requests Rec’d........-......--- 244 

Annual Gross Revenue..........---- $3,986 

Average per Request.............-.. $16.33 
All Other Depts. 

Service Requests Rec’d..........-..--.-. 203 

Annual Gross Revenue......-------- $4,131] 

Average per Request.............--. $20.30 


The grand total for five months’ 
operation of the Merchandising Plan 
reaches the pleasant figures of 2,032 
service requests received, with an annual 


which is an average of $10.97 per 


service request. 
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Another Book For Your Library 


With this issue another two-year 
collection of the Lincoln Telephone 
News is complete and ready for bind- 
ing. All employees, active and retired, 
are invited to have their magazines, 
dating from January 1954 through De- 
cember 1955, bound in book form. By 
joint participation we are able to obtain 
a special low price for the work from 
a local bindery. 


The books are covered with an at- 
tractive buckram material in a choice 
of four colors: black, maroon, dark 
green and light brown. The cost re- 
mains the same as quoted two years 
ago: $2.50 per volume. If you wish 
your name imprinted in gold on the 
front cover, there will be an additional 
charge of 60 cents. The book is in- 
scribed, Volumes 36-37, and will con- 
tain the 22 issues published during 1954 
and 1955. These magazines, together 
with the order form, should be sent 
to the editor of the Lincoln Telephone 
News at Lincoln. Employees will find 
the order form inserted in this issue. 
Please read it carefully and fill it out 
completely. Payment for the binding 
must accompany the order. 

It will be helpful if your magazines 
are sent to the editor as early as pos- 
sible. January 15 is the deadline date. 
Wrap the magazines securely and pack 
them in a box or place heavy cardboard 
on top and bottom to avoid damage 
in transit. If some of the copies are 
missing, or in poor condition, it is 
probable that they can be supplied 
from the stock of extra copies in the 


editorial files. 


Our Cover 


This month the Lincoln Telephone 
News observes its fortieth Christmas 
and our cover design displays some of 
the December issues of the Magazine as 
it appeared in its various formats 
through the years. The first Christmas 
cover, dated December 1915, is shown 
at top center. 


Forty years is an epoch in the indus- 
trial magazine field and very few of 
the thousands now published in Amer- 
ica have reached that venerable age. 
Fewer still have done so without claim’ 
ing ancestry from an older publication 
of a different name. Another part of 
our heritage is the unchanging policy 
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of the News, laid down in the first 
issue by Frank H. Woods in these 
words: “In the belief that a medium 
should be provided wherein the mem- 
bers of the organization may come 
closer together and secure a better un- 
derstanding of what we are trying to 
accomplish, the Lincoln Telephone 
News has been established. It will be 
in no sense a technical journal. Its 
purpose is to inform employees of prog- 
ress being made in each of the depart- 
ments and what is being done in the 
various exchanges. The essence of co- 
operation is mutual helpfulness and in 
developing this spirit both the company 
and the employee will contribute to 
the betterment of service; an object 
in which both are equally concerned.” 


For nearly two thousand years “Mer- 
ry Christmas” has meant good will, 
human affection, joy and peace. 


It should be a glorious Christmas in 
LT&T-land. Our company has become 
younger in late years with the infusion 
of youthful new employees. The happy 
voices of children echo through most 
of our households. To them belong 
the anticipations of what the day may 
bring in a material way; of candy and 
toys and school vacations. We who 
are older are disposed to reflect on its 
spiritual meaning; as the day to ob- 
serve the birth of the Child who, in 
his brief pastoral appearance as a leader 
of men, pointed the way to neighborly 
living, to forgiveness, to faith and per- 
sonal discipline. The impact of His 


teachings is the greatest the world 
has ever known. 


Nor should we forget that America’s 
createst Christmas gift was given to 
it by 2,400 hungry, half-frozen men 
who gathered on the snow-covered 
banks of the Delaware river 178 years 
ago. They were nearly all that was 
left of the Continental Army after 
months of defeat and retreat. The rag- 
ged soldiers crossed the river in dark- 
ness to fall upon and capture the mer- 
cenary Hessian defenders of Trenton. 
That night the cause of American in- 
dependence was snatched from its low 
ebb of despair and its course set on the 
road to victory. Truly in Christmas 
Past we find much to make our pres- 


ent Christmas merry. 


Service Anniversaries 


J. E. Ellis 


A. R. Fritz 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 


34 YEARS G.M. Albury, Lincoln. 
33 YEARS O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 
32 YEARS P.R. Winscot, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS L. C. Hutchison, Hazel Nichols, 
Lincoln. 

28 YEARS R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 
26 YEARS C.E. Harp, R. R. Rauch, Lincoln. 
25 YEARS J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS L. M. Miller. Lincoln. 


20 YEARS F. M. Crewdson, Hastings. 

16 YEARS Nata Hershey, Geneva. 

14 YEARS Gladys Ball, Ashland; Velma 
Garlock, Genevieve Graff, York. 

13 YEARS L. E. Lyons, Beatrice; F. E. Smith, 
Lincoln. 

12 YEARS Elsie Cooper, Beatrice; R. H. 
Kinnison, Nebraska City. 


F. M. Crewdson K. J. Peters 


Hastings Lincoln 
20 Years 10 Years 


11 YEARS H. F. Kempf, Hastings; Gladys 
Neugebauer, Auburn; William Schuman, Lin- 
coln. 

10 YEARS K. J. Peters, Lincoln. 

9 YEARS E. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, 
A. E. Linden, R. M. Merrill, E. C. Schrank, 
Lincoln. 

8 YEARS Eloise Baldwin, D. M. Hunt, L. 
R. Rhoades, Lincoln; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee 
City; C. C. Minich, York; J. C. Selko, Has- 
tings. 

7 YEARS Frances Bordovsky, Wahoo; S. M. 
Carr, Auburn; G. E. Carter, F. M. Condos, 
Lincoln; R. W. Clark, Hastings; A. J. Parde, 
Beatrice. 

6 YEARS R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln. 

5 YEARS William Ahrens, Lincoln; E. V. 
Bean, Seward; L. A. Genrich, Veronica Siske, 
Beatrice; D. V. Gollehon, Fairbury; Conrad 
Schlitt, Hastings. 


All This For a Dime 


The story comes from a PBX opera- 
tor of a Lincoln firm, whose 16-year-old 
son is employed on the late shift of a 
highway snack cafe. One bitter cold 
night he started for home after com: 
pleting his work and had traveled a 
short distance when his car stalled. No 
amount of effort could coax it into 
action so he began the long walk 
home. 

He hadn’t dressed for battling the 
wintry blasts and was almost frozen 
when he came upon one of LT&T’s 
outdoor telephone booths. With some 
difficulty he clutched a dime between 
his numbed fingers and dialed his home 
telephone where the father answered 
and told him he would come to his 
rescue, first warning the young man to 
remain within the booth until he ar- 
rived. Maxim of the story is that the 
outdoor telephone not only brought 
aid to a worthy wayfarer but provided 
shelter for him during the time he 
waited for help to arrive. 


a a 

President of Hastings C. of C. 

E. J. Flowerday, 
area manager, is the 
new president of 
the Hastings Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 
His election was an- 
nounced at a meet- 
ing of the incoming 
board of directors, 
held at Hotel 
Clarke on Novem: 
ber 7. Our genial area manager has 
been active in Chamber affairs for a 
number of years and served as vice 
president during the past fiscal year. 


Mr. Flowerday pledged his officers 
to continued efforts toward the growth 
and development of MHastings. He 
called for the establishment of larger 
committees so that more members could 
be brought into the Chamber’s activi- 
ties; “each doing a little to accomplish 
more,” is the way he expressed it. His 
installation to the office was an event 
of December 1. 
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LT&T History Published 


Now rolling off the press is the first 
edition of an attractively bound, 60- 
page book, “The History of LT@&T,” 
which: follows the trail of the telephone 
from the time it first appeared in our 
territory. 

A great amount of time and effort 
have been expended in the research 
necessary to compile a history that is 
accurate and complete. The story be- 
gins with the formation of the first 
exchange at Lincoln by the Bell organ- 
ization in 1880, and chronologically re- 
counts the highlights of the succeeding 
years to the present time. 


Our company enters the picture in 
1903, beginning as a single Independent 
exchange at Lincoln; reared in deadly 
competition with a long-established 
Bell exchange. In less than ten years, 
the little Independent company was 
able to absorb not only its local com- 
petitor but all other Bell exchanges 
then operating in the 22 counties which 
comprise our present territory. 

An integral part of the history is 
that of the career of Frank H. Woods, 
a Lincoln lawyer turned businessman. 
It was through his foresight and keen- 
ness in practical matters that LT&T 
developed its sinews and grew in sta- 
ture in the face of mighty and deter- 
mined opposition. Ours is a story of 
success that reads like a fairy tale. On 
more than one occasion, when our chips 
were all upon the table of chance, 
Frank H. Woods won his point through 
the intercession of Theodore N. Vail, 
then president of AT&T, and the most 
powerful figure in the world of tele- 
phony. There is little doubt that Mr. 
Vail’s helping hand was sometimes ex- 
tended because of his admiration for 
the fighting young Independent who 
refused to concede defeat. 

These and other events which were 
instrumental in molding our history 
are covered in detail in the text of the 
book. The volume is illustrated with 
more than a hundred photographs 
which have been preserved through the 
years in our historical collection. 

The book will be offered to all em- 
ployees, active and retired. It is also 
available, free, to other readers of the 
News, who may reserve a copy by drop- 
ping a note to the editor, Lincoln Tele- 
phone News, at Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Orva Jean Boden, Auburn Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Arnold Gobber on No- 
vember 6 at the Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Auburn. 

The wedding of Betty Weidenkeller, 
Hastings Traffic, and Forrest Sailors was an 
event of November 12 at a Lutheran Church 
in Lincoln. 

Elaine Minnick, Hastings Traffic, and 
Valdean Kershner were married November 
13 at the Methodist Church in Davenport. 

The marriage rites of Geraldine McNeel, 
Fairbury Traffic, to Lyle Quinn were per- 
formed at the home of the bride’s parents 
on November 18, Reverend Johnson of the 
First Methodist Church officiating. 

Mary J. Reiswig, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Allen D. Turley on November 
18. The ceremony was solemnized at the 
Church of Christ in Lincoln. 

Doris Ulmer, Lincoln Business Office, 
and E. J. Holcomb exchanged marriage 
vows November 18 in a ceremony per- 
formed in the parsonage of the Emanuel 
Reformed Church at Sutton. 

Anita Sale, Hastings Traffic, and Arvene 
Bennett were united in marriage at the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Hastings on Novem- 
ber 19. 

Eleanore Kellogg, Accounting, became the 
bride of Duane Grabowski on November 23 
in the Alvo Methodist Church. 

Dolores Ehrlich, Accounting, and Larry 
Davis exchanged wedding vows in a double- 
ring ceremony at Vine Congregational 
Church in Lincoln on November 26. The 
groom is now stationed with the army at 
Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. 

Mavis Vermeer and Marlin Brinkman 
were united in marriage on November 26 at 
the Methodist Church in Sterling. Mavis is a 
stenographer in the supply department. 


BLESSED 


@ 


Mr. and Mrs. Merle Lohmeier are the 
proud parents of a son, Gary Francis, born 
October 29. Merle is a combinationman in 
the wire chief's department, Lincoln. 

A son, Harry Paul, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Gleason on November 4. Mary 
is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Schulte announce 
the birth of a son, Kenneth, on November 
14. Darlene is on leave from Tecumseh 
Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Evans are the proud 
parents of a son, John Clarence, born No- 
vember 21. Sarah is on leave from Lincoln 
Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blackford announce 
the birth of a son, William Marshall, on 
December 3. Mr. Blackford is an installer- 
repairman in the Lincoln wire chief's de- 
partment. 

A son, Martin Earl, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth E. Versaw on December 3. 
Ken is employed in the engineering depart- 
ment. 


Headlines 


Congratulations are due Frank Kubat, 
area manager, Superior, on his election and 
installation as High Priest of Tadmore Chap- 
ter No. 37, Royal Arch Masons. The new 
officers took their stations December 12. 

Mrs. Clyde Burge, wife of our southern 
district manager, occupied the pulpit of 
Christ Methodist Church, Lincoln, on Sun- 
day, November 20. Mrs. Burge spoke under 
the auspices of the Womens Society of 
Christian Service. She is the former Helen 
Fern, once chief operator at York. 

T. E. Longdon, area manager, was elected 
to the board of directors of the Kiwanis 
Club at Fairbury. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Regina 


Bethscheider 


Chief Operator 
Hebron 


Plant 
Paul L. Conners, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 
Sylvia A. Hoaglin, stenographer to ad- 
vanced clerical, Supply. 
Franklin O. Jurgens, groundman to line- 
man, Beatrice Construction. 


Chris Lyberis, switchman to _ installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln. 


Max L. Melvin, lineman, Hastings Con- 
struction, to combinationman, Superior. 


Kenneth L. Paro, combinationman, Hum- 


boldt to York. 


Don W. Utterson, lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, wire chief's office, Lin- 
coln. 


Traffic 


Regina T. Bethscheider, service assistant 
to chief operator, Hebron. 

Rae Ellen J. Grannis, operator to ad- 
vanced clerk, Lincoln. 

Jean M. Vybiral, operator, Hastings to 
Lincoln. 

Judy L. Whitney, clerk-typist, Central 
Plant, to operator, Lincoin. 
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Combs Named City Foreman 
With the immi- 


nent retirement of 
Ray C. Boling, Lin- 
coln city foreman, 
and his present oc- 
cupation with the 
problems of Be- 
atrice underground 
cabling, the ap- 
pointment of his 
successor has been 
made, and Wendall 
F. (Babe) Combs has already taken 
over the duties of directing the con- 
struction forces in their labors in Lin- 
coln. 

Mr. Combs brings to his new posi- 
tion qualifications that are adequate 
and complete. He dates his experience 
in the construction department from 
1928 when he was employed as a 
groundman at Lincoln. He has pro- 
gressively held the positions of line- 
man, subforeman and_ construction 
foreman; the latter post since February 
1942. The announcement of the ap- 
pointment was made by George P. Bar- 
ney, general plant superintendent, on 
November 25. 


W. F. Combs 


York Service Again Praised 


Edna Pflughaupt, 
chief operator at 
York, will soon 
have to enlarge her 
testimonial file if 
letters of commen- 
dation continue to 
arrive at the pres- 
ent pace. The fol- 
lowing letter was 
received at the lo- 
cal office on No- 
vember 5. 


Edna Pflughaupt 


“Dear Mrs. Pflughaupt: This is to express 
my appreciation of the excellent telephone 
service I’ve enjoyed during my visit here. 
The local operators and information have 
been most helpful, pleasant and patient, 
and the toll operators have been most cour- 
teous and efficient. With every good wish, 


(signed) Helen Williams Vance.” 

Let’s add the congratulations of the 
News to the ladies of York Traffic. 
We know that it takes exceptional serv- 
ice to stir the average subscriber into 
the act of writing letters of praise for 
service rendered. Theirs must surely be 
of exceptional variety. 
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Eastern District 
Rowena Light, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Camilla Selzer, Traffic, and “Yours Truly” 
vacationed in sunny California during the 
past month, visiting relatives and friends. 
. . . Ben Docekal, Plant, has been ‘‘under the 
weather” recently. Hope he is feeling better 
at this writing. . .. Our area is recovering 
from the serious effects of a recent sleet- 
storm. Thanks to crews outside the area 
who were so helpful in restoring service. 


Nebraska City Area 
Carol L. Broers, Correspondent 


Betty Christensen recently returned to work 
after a long illness, and we’re certainly glad 
to have her back. ... Vera Orton enjoyed a 
week of vacation during November. ... To 
our knowledge the phrase Marylee Dunlap 
used the other day just isn’t ethical. She 
told a subscriber, ‘‘The party who hung you 
has already rang up.’ Marylee: “That proves 
that I need a vacation, and it’s a good thing 
I have one coming up.” ... Grayce Oyler’s 
husband arrived home from overseas, and 
Grayce has recently resigned. Marylee 
Dunlap is currently vacationing in California, 
and Dorothy Davis is spending her leisure 
time at home. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Tip Johanns has returned to work after a 
wonderful vacation in Colorado and Wyoming. 
She had a very enjoyable plane ride from 
Denver to Sheridan, Wyoming, and feels that 
flying is the only way to travel. ... Thelma 
Tritsch and her husband spent a very enjoy- 
able vacation trip in the south, traveling along 
the Gulf from Tallahassee to New Orleans. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Laura Douty, Commercial, attended the 
Pioneer party in Lincoln on November 26.... 
Lydia Kriegshauser, chief operator, has been 
vacationing at her home. . Dora Plessel, 
traffic department, has also been spending 
some well-earned vacation time at home, 
just taking it easy. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Vacationers this month include Marvin 
Sorenson, Plant, who spent some time at 
home; Frances Bordovsky, at home on the 
farm; Ed Piper, Plant, hunting in western 
Nebraska; and Ethel Daharsh, chief operator, 
visiting relatives in Lincoln and staying at 
home. ... Leona Yarmon served birthday 
cake and coffee for the gals and guys. Un- 
expected guests were Jim Martinez, directory 
advertising salesman, and Bill Quinn, sales 
supervisor. 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Goracke, Correspondent 


Late fall vacationers include Irby Halver- 
stadt, who found enough odd jobs around 
home to keep him busy, but Irby managed a 
little time to do some pheasant hunting, 
too. Vera Norvell thought is was nice to just 
“stay at home’; and Jim Smith was too busy 
duck hunting that he didn’t take time to 
shave for a week. (Maybe that was a dis- 
guise for the ducks.) . . . Shirley LempkKa had 
a combination honeymoon and vacation trip 
with the first stop at Niagara Falls, New 
York City, Washington, D.C., and many other 
places were also visited, so Shirley returned 
with plenty of snapshots and souvenirs and 
a lot of wonderful memories. . . . Hilda Ram- 
sey gathered the clan at her home for a 
birthday dinner in honor of her mother 
who was 95 years old. About forty relatives 
were present to help with the celebration. 
... Dale Weber and his brother Darold par- 
ticipated in an amateur contest at Sterling 
and walked off with first prize. They did a 
soft shoe, top hat and cane routine in 
pantomime and the audience loved it. We’re 
trying to get them to perform for us now, 

Virginia Lempka really takes this do- 
it-yourself stuff seriously. When she decided 
she didn’t care for the bright color of their 
Model A Ford, she rolled up her sleeves and 
repainted the whole car herself. ... That 
“foolish feeling’’ was experienced by Cecile 
Morehead when she took hold of the front 


GEE, I WISH 


JERRY. 


@ ows wmcozrosamp 


IHADTHE DOUGH 
TO GET ME A SWELL 
HOUSE LIKE YOURS, 


PAYROLL SAVINGS 
AND FINANCE 


%, FRED QUIMBY 
ee 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS | 
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door handle and it came right off in her 
hand! ... And Vernabelle Mommens felt a 
little the same way after she had driven to 
her home in the country only to discover she 
had taken someone else’s groceries with her! 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in the news with Man- 
ager Lloyd Oglesby and wife visiting rela- 
tives in Colorado and Nebraska. Gladys 
Neugebauer enjoyed a visit from her daughter 
in Kansas City. Orva Jean Boden has been 
busy preparing for her wedding which was 
an event of November 6. Idaline Bogle en- 
joyed resting at home. George Damon and 
family visited relatives in Falls City. Mike 
Carr and family visited his mother at Spring- 
field, Missouri. They also stopped in Kansas 
City to visit a sister. Fenton Kipling and 
family, along with friends, were in Omaha 
to see the Ice Capades. Jack Little and Lloyd 
Oglesby attended the Oklahoma-Nebraska 
football game ... Alice Haddox is driving a 
very pretty new  green-and-cream-colored 
Chrysler. Phyllis Shanks is wearing a large 
class ring and Deloris Bolejack a very pretty 
new wrist watch which she received for her 
birthday from a certain important young man. 
Yours truly was the lucky recipient of a 
Deep Fryer at a recent drawing. Joan Rem- 
mers is the proud owner of a new blond 
electric organ and spinet piano. ... June 
Vanarsdall enjoyed dancing to the music 
of Sammy Kay at Lincoln recently. : 
Harry Rogers and Fenton Kipling went to 
Crawford Nebraska, to hunt deer. 


Beatrice Area 


Irene Thies, Correspondent 


Evelyn Menke enjoyed a week of vacation 
at Fairfield and the other week at home. 
Lela Watson spent a week visiting her 
Mother at York. Alma Norman journeyed 
to Colorado Springs to visit her mother and 
brother, also to Woodland Park to visit her 
Son. Vey Warren spent her time taking care 
Of her niece and nephew while her sister- 
in-law was in the hospital. She also spent a 
few days hunting. Winifred Jackson and 
family went to California to visit her mother 
and while there visited Disneyland and Knotts 
Berry Farm. Alice White reported having a 
Wonderful time sightseeing and visiting rela- 
tives in South Dakota. Joan Borzekofski vis- 
Ited her aunt in Lincoln for a few days. Ruth 
Diekmann and Myrtle Janssen found that 
home was the best place to spend their vaca- 
tion. Myrtle found that remodeling their 
home is a big job and a lot of work. Alma 
Norman paid a short visit to her daughter 
in Lincoln. Rosalie Witkowski visited her 
uncle at the Veterans Hospital in Lincoln. 
Beulah Mason is enjoying her new role as 
Srandmother. After a week caring for the 
new grandson, she has him talking all night 
and sleeping all day. ... Among our out-of- 
State visitors to Beatrice was a sister of Elsie 
Cooper. She came from her home in El 
Reno, Oklahoma for a visit with Mrs. Cooper. 
Together they journeyed to Sterling and Syra- 
cuse to visit two other sisters. Among recent 
Kansas visitors were Cecelia Haverkamp, who 
visited her parents at Seneca; and Rose Nel- 
son and family, who visited her grandmother 
and attended a family reunion at Richman. 
Eleanor Bryant went to Omaha to meet her 
husband who is returning home from Wash- 
ington, D. C., where he was attending F.B.I. 
School. Margaret Malecha, Ruth Diek- 
mann, Marilyn Vonderhaar, and Marcella 
O'Bryan have been taking swimming lessons 
at the Y.M.C.A. 


Pins Topple Easily For the Men in Yellow 


Examples of sartorial splendor, at least in bowling circles, were these two score members of the 
Telephone bowling league at Lincoln. The picture finds them about to take the alleys for their regu- 
lar Wednesday night vendetta, but on this occasion they were all attired in brand new lemon-yellow 
shirts; compliments of the company. There’s no doubt about it; the shirts did something for them. 
They even mowed down more pins than usual in their night’s efforts. 

As the league approaches the halfway mark, Inside Service and Accounting are clinging precari- 
ously to the head of the list. Howard Spahnle is in his usual station at the top in individual averages 
and Commercial holds all the records for high games and series. Lee Rising’s best game of 224 still 


stands as the highest roiled in the league this year. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIInay, Correspondent 


Fern Jacobs, Crete Traffic, and her hus- 
band celebrated their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary and were presented with a gift 
from the commercial and traffic department 
girls. Our manager, G. D. Brock, had a birth- 
day November 7. All departments were 
treated to coffee and delicious cake. The 
cake was baked by Ethel Park. ... Don 
Norton, switchboardman, returned from his 
vacation after visiting in Chicago and Min- 
neapolis. He and his wife made the trip in 
their new Buick. Now that the car is really 
broken in, Don should watch that speed. 
Berl Strayer, combinationman, has also re- 
turned to work after a vacation spent hunt- 
ing some rather elusive pheasants. Our night 
operator, Sarah Balas, is back on the job 
after her vacation spent at home. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty A. Vaughn, Correspondent 


Viola Hutchinson vacationed at home and 
enjoyed the wonderful Fall weather. Dorcas 
Slater accompanied her sister and family 
on a tour of the Rocky Mountains around 
Denver. Marilyn McDermet vacationed at 
home and in Omaha. Other Omaha visitors 
were Loretta Volistedt, Norma Cuthbert and 
LaVella Schwartz. California seems to be the 
focusing point of Irene Smalldon and hus- 
band; and Annabelle Stocker is flying there 
to visit her brothers and _ sisters. Ricka 
Schenk will be at home entertaining her 
son and family who are here from California. 
_..T. E. Longdon went duck hunting in the 
vicinity of the Platte River and Floyd Nave 
to the State Lakes. Velda Wagner attended 
the Nebraska-Oklahoma football game in Lin- 
coln. J. C. Gear is presently in Savannah, 
Missouri for treatment at the Dr. Nichols’ 
Sanitarium. Our best wishes to Mr. Gear. 

Pawnee City Area 
Ruth Avery, Correspondent 

Out-of-town visitors for Thanksgiving tur- 
key were the Ivan Haiths. They had din- 
ner at Franklin. ... We enjoyed the visit to 
our office recently by Dan Smith, district wire 
chief. ... We are sorry to lose Kenneth 
Paro at Humboldt, but wish him luck in his 
new assignment. Carl and Raymond will miss 
him on the county pole-moving jobs. 
Carl] Franzen’s back yard was a drawing card 
for children this last snow. It has a hill made 
to order tor sleighing. ... Raymond Bruning 


has the Christmas spirit early this year. 
He has made reindeer and sleigh for the 
Pawnee County Memorial Hospital. We hear 
it’s a fine job, too! Our office is beginning 
to take on that Christmasy look. Edith 
Eggleston and your correspondent have just 
started, though. Much more will be added 
in spare moments, we hope. ... Willie Wil- 
liams has done it again! This time it’s a Jeep 
—more accurately described as a fresh air 
taxi. Some of the colder mornings it re- 
fuses to start and then Willie walks to work. 
Imagine that is as warm as a trip by Jeep, 
though. When Willie hasn’t been out joy 
riding he’s spending his spare time remodel- 
ing his home which was damaged by fire 
recently. . Manager Eggleston has joined 
a new organization called the Pawnee Ath- 
letic Club. The first evening session brought 
to his attention a few rarely used muscles, 
along with various other minor aches and 
pains, but George is a good sport and plans 
to continue with this physical activity—or 
torture. 


Western District 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Vacations are still in progress and reporting 
back to work is Viola Wall, who spent her 
vacation at her home in Davenport. We are 
sorry to learn that Viola’s mother recently 
underwent surgery, but we hope she will have 
a speedy recovery. ...@On November 17 the 
Geneva Chamber of Commerce sponsored the 
Buffaloburger Day celebration. Manager Crew 
was on the serving committee and poured 
coffee. ... On November 22 the commercial 
and traffic girls had a covered dish supper 
in honor of Shirley Asseln. Proud as 
a peacock is our new grandfather, W. R. 
Minich. Susan Anette is the new arrival in 
the William Minich, Jr. family. ‘‘Grampa” 
treated everyone to candy bars. 


Hastings Area 
Marlys Uhrich, Correspondent 
Vacations have almost come to a halt. Ruth 
Compton vacationed in the Ozarks and Ken- 
tucky visiting relatives and also sightseeing. 
.. Edith Seward visited her sister in Mary- 
land and spent a weekend sightseeing in New 
York City. She reports the scenery being the 
prettiest at this time of the year. ... Jolene 
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Gauthier enjoyed her two weeks at home. 
_ Joan Pulley is back with us as a part- 
time operator. On November 26 Marie 
Pearson, our chief operator, and Moreane 
Alldritt attended the annual Pioneer Ladies’ 
Party at the University Club in Lincoln. From 
all reports it was a very nice affair. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


We are now winding up vacations. Ronald 
Francis and Bob Lemkau each spent a week 
of their vacation around home and hunting. 
.. . Recent visitors in the Hebron office were 
Marie Pearson, Moreane Alldritt, Aletha Ben- 
nett and Marvin Pilfold, all from Hastings. 

. Everyone is busy making preparations 
for our Christmas Party and getting ready 
for all the holiday festivities. 


Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 


Last of the vacationers this year is Man- 
ager Wait, who spent most of his time duck 
hunting. . .. The Stromsburg commercial of- 
fice has a new look, the result of a new 
paint job and new ceiling. 


Superior Area 
Ann Hanson, Correspondent 


Donna Gillett had a rude awakening one 
morning when she put on her shoes to come 
to work. A ‘‘bee’’ which didn’t like to be 
disturbed, stung her on the toe. .. . Wanda 
Wilton is on leave of absence to be with 
her husband in Sargent, Nebraska. ... Marie 
Pearson, chief operator at Hastings, along 
with Aletha Bennett and Moreane Alldritt, 
visited the Superior office one day last 
week. .... A new employee, Betty Wenske, 
is a former operator from the Pacific Bell 
Company in California. 


Sutton Area 


Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


Visitors during the month of November 
were Marie Pearson, Rosetta Habben, and 


Audrey McKeown, all of Hastings. ... Bob 
Culver and family spent part of his vacation 
visiting relatives in South Dakota. ... During 


the hunting season the men in the Sutton 
area reported good hunting. 


York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 


There are still a few people in the York 
area who are vacationing or have just re- 
turned. Hazel Thomason, Donna Charlton 
and Vance Embrey, wire chief, are on va- 
cation at this writing. Jean Heyen and hus- 
band recently visited in Denver. Loretta 
Wyatt and family visited her parents in 
Tucson, Arizona. ... Carol Cramer received 
her Christmas gift a few weeks early. She is 
proudly wearing a beautiful diamond ring. 
. . Duane Grove attended the carrier in- 
doctrination class held in Hastings. ... Yours 
truly spent her vacation at home and in 


Lincoln. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
By Diane Feldstein 


Everyone seems to have had a _ nice 
Thanksgiving except Sidney Gustafson who 
played host to the flu. . “All that meat 
and no potatoes” was the situation at Carl 
Ahl’s Thanksgiving dinner when his sister, 
a well-seasoned cook with five children, 
found she’d forgotten to cook the spuds... . 
“Grandchildren really know how to wear 
grandfathers to a frazzle,’’ reports Mr. Devoe 
who had Thanksgiving dinner with the young- 
sters; but he readily admitted he loved it. 
‘ . Rosilyn Fahleson had an exciting time 
visiting California and Mexico on a recent 
vacation with her folks. Grace Hauschild 


spent a week visiting former employee 
Teresa Berlowitz in Wichita, and relatives in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma. Trips from the base- 
ment to the attic with side trips to points 
of interest along the way comprised Irene 
Stolz’s “vacation.” After the housecleaning 
Irene had time to get addicted to television. 
It doesn’t take long to acquire the habit!... 
Harold Brady isn’t doing much talking lately. 
He’s resting his voice for his coming partici- 
pation in Christmas choirs. ... The girls of 
the department congregated at Estella Foght’s 
lovely new home in honor of mother-to-be 
Jean Leatherman and _ wife-to-be Dolores 
Ehrlich. (Dolores has been very busy with 
her wedding plans, which is the reason she 
isn’t doing the column this month.) Every- 
one was glad to see Mary Boshart who con- 
tributed her ‘‘best wishes” to the two girls. 
We especially liked the spiked grapefruit 
Estella served. Cherry brandy certainly does 
a lot for that vitamin C. Her neighbors may 
have been a bit shocked to see the departing 
company weave out the door, but then they’d 
probably all love to have an invitation to 
sample some of Estella’s “hospitality.” ' 
Marge Tvrz temporarily misplaced her friends 
at a recent dance. Though she was staring 
straight at their booth, she didn’t see them 
at all. She blinked; she squinted; but any- 
thing that far away was just so much fuzz. 
At that point, standing solitary midst the 
seated crowd, staring and stared at, who 
knows what she would gladly have given 
in order to be able to focus on those fa- 
miliar faces; the family fortune; Uncle Thad- 
deus’s prize heifer; or her own autographed 
picture of Marlon Brando. Undoubtedly won- 
dering ‘“what’s with this kid,” her friends 
waved and beckoned to her, but all in vain. 
Next time Marge won’t leave her glasses 
home! ... One loud alarm clock is a must 
for Ruth and Bill Strong’s Christmas. Ruth 
had to wait till five-thirty on that cold corner 
recently for her ride home. Her hubby had 
taken a nap after classes and overslept. It 
could have been worse; he could have slept 
through the night. ... Charles Lindgren has 
finally found a satisfactory feeding formula 
for his baby Bonnie. She’s quite the con- 
tented cow now, and is producing enough 
milk to earn her keep. It was seven 
o'clock on a Saturday morning when Pat 
Tindall stepped busily out of her apartment 
on her way to the basement to wash some 
clothes. Like anyone else conscientiously 
looking after her material acquisitions in 
life, she shut the door. It was then she 
realized she had no key. Now this need not 
have been cause for the mildest alarm if 
friend husband had been snoring away within. 
What’s a newly-awakened, slightly disgrun- 
tled husband compared with being locked out 
all day? But as fate and the U. S. government 
would have it, friend husband is in England 
on a temporary tour of duty which is reason 
enough to be upset. Spotting the small de- 
livery cubby-hole which opened into the hall 
on one side and into her kitchen on the 
other, Pat decided to attempt the tight 
squeeze. Luckily, she’s been leaving it open 
lately in anticipation of a visit from Santa 
Claus. (She has no chimney.) Edging her 
shoulders through the waist-high opening she 
surveyed the situation, half in the hall, and 
half in the kitchen. Obviously this was no 
time to stop and rest. The possibility of 
being discovered in this position by some 
neighbor gave impetus to her struggle, and 
our burrowing Burroughs operator finally 
managed to squeeze through. Pat’s comment: 
“Santa Claus will never make it!” ... Our 
sympathies to Judy Barga who traveled to 
Versailles, Ohio, to attend the funeral of her 
grandmother. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


The Thanksgiving turkey is now just a 
memory, and everyone is rushing around get- 


ting ready for Christmas... . Many of our 
people spent Thanksgiving at home, but 
some journeyed here and there. Irene Beights 
spent a very pleasant day with her family in 
Denver. Velma Schweitzer was a holiday 
guest in Raymond. Yours truly and family 
spent the day in Hastings as the guests of 
our daughter and family, Mack and Irene 
Nickell. Kay Smith attended a family re- 
union at Clyde, Kansas, while Bonnie Barr 
went to Omaha for a family reunion... . In- 
cidentally, if Bonnie and Kay look a bit sad 
these days, they have a very good reason. 
Their husbands left recently for a tour of duty 
in England. They are stationed at Newmarket, 
which is close to London. . . . Helen Pickard 
was hostess to the girls of the toll billing 
unit for a shower for Eleanore Kellogg, who 
was soon to become the bride of Duane 
Grabowski. . . . Darlene Russell dashed down 
to Concordia, Kansas, to take a look at her 
brand new nephew. From what Darlene 
said, we think he passed inspection with 
flying colors. .. . Vacations and moving seem 
to go hand in hand. LaVaugn Reddish used 
part of hers to do just that. They are now 
located a few miles from Martell, which adds 
several miles to LaVaugn’s daily drive to 
work. . .. The Jones girls, Clara and Ida, 
are getting nicely settled in their lovely new 
home. Mrs. Jones was the victim of a very 
severe case of virus flu and missed the joys 
of moving by spending a few days in the 
hospital. She is home again now and we 
are very glad to report that she is feeling 
much better. Clara describes her first eve- 
ning in her new home as “no window shades, 
no light bulbs, no nothing.” Without light 
bulbs, who needs window shades? .. . Till- 
man’s was the scene of a luncheon for Ger- 
rie Lorenzen who has a very important date 
with the stork about March 20. We will all 
miss her very much but are happy to see a 
long-awaited dream come true. ... Jack 
Geist is sporting a very charming cast on his 
wrist these days. Jack ran afoul of a base- 
ball and went around with a broken wrist 
for three weeks before he finally gave in 
to X-rays. Takes more than a broken wrist 
to erase that infectious grin, though. ...A 
recent day was a very important one in the 
lives of Margot and Bill Lucs. They very 
successfully passed their citizenship tests and 
will receive their final papers in January. 
Friends from Amherst, Nebraska, where they 
first lived when arriving in the U. S., were 
witnesses as to character and length of resid- 
ence. Our very heartiest congratulations to a 
couple of grand people... . Nina Anderson 
was a very happy gal when their son, Gene, 
was able to spend several days with them be- 
fore reporting to Sanford, Florida for further 
naval training. Thanksgiving weekend the 
Andersons had as their guests their other son 
and his family from Emporia, Kansas. Nina 
played the role of grandmother to perfection. 
Didn't do a thing but sit and watch the 
antics of her grandson. ... We are happy to 
see the return to our jolly ranks, Crystal 
Miller, who was an LT&T employee some 
years ago. 


Central Commercial 
Lillian B. Schafer, Associate Editor 


Quiet has settled over the directory section 
as our new telephone book has been delivered 
and to Dean Hamilton and his four gals we 
say congratulations on a job well done. They 
have given us a fine book for the coming 
year. . . . Verna Alexander spent the last 
week of her vacation at home and Joyce 
Brown spent hers in sunny California. It was 
the first time in 312 years that Joyce had 
been home so she really enjoyed herself. ... 
Doris Ulmer was honoree at a bridal shower 
given by Janet Pavey, November 14. She re- 
ceived many beautiful gifts. . Thanks to 
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Joyce Brown, we now have a pet as she sent 
us a baby turtle from California. She, 
“Marilyn,’’ is making her home in a fish bowl 
where she has colored shells, ali donated by 
Jo Varga. Virginia Anderson brought the 
turtle food, so Marilyn is getting a lot of at- 
tention from everyone. . . Marg Whitaker 
spent the Thanksgiving weekend in North 
Platte with her fiance and his parents. She 
said all she did was eat and sleep and from 
all reports that is all that anyone did... . 
Marlene Snyder has a new baby—dog, that is 
—part cocker and part terrier and has been 
named Tina Marie. Russ and Ruth 
White, Stella Sowers and her boy friend, 
your editor and her other-half-to-be went to 
Omaha to see the Ice Show and then had a 
steak dinner. A good time was had by all 
and especially Stella as she hadn’t seen her 
boy friend for over a week. (Sorry to em- 
barrass Stella, but it was too good to keep). 

. . Marla Kutz had a belated Thanksgiving 
when she went home to McCook the Sunday 
after and she reports it was well werth 
waiting for. . . . Shirley Heiliger and family 
are busy moving into their new home and 
are real glad to be settled before the holidays. 


e e@ 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Ken Versaw arrived from his regular engi- 
neering trip to Chicago Saturday A.M. at 1:30. 
This was routine. Martin Earl, 834 pounds, 
arrived at 8:39. This was also routine. Ken 
is now the father of five. . . . Bob Brinton, 
a post season vacationer, gives a complete 
description of the southern tier. The South 
he describes with the vivid statement: “It is 
just full of trees, hills and farms.” In Flor- 
ida, rounding the corner of one of those sea- 
life aquariums, he came face to face with a 
buck-toothed, bewhiskered, wall-eyed deni- 
zen staring him in the eye through one of the 
under-water windows. Trouble was, for sev- 
eral seconds Bob thought it was a huge wall 
mirror and he got the scare of his life. He 
was further intrigued by a dolphin that 
came when his name was called. Brinton 
is still wondering how they found out the 
fish’s name. . Orville Spencer is the 
naturalist of the department. His interests 
have ranged from butterflies to guinea pigs, 
two of which are currently the object of his 
observations. The most unforgettable lesson 
was administered by a couple of squabs he 
lifted from the nest in the court of the tele- 
phone building. He placed them in a cage 
on his porch. For several weeks thereafter 
he spent his spare time sweeping the porch 
and muttering ‘‘What are all those so-and-so 
pigeons doing around here?” A _ neighbor 
suggested that he get rid of the squabs. The 
pigeons are now back roosting at the tele- 
phone office. Having recently given up smok- 
ing, Orville now has the problem of disposing 
of the savings. Suggestions have ranged from 
buying strong spirits to doing the town 
nights. Spencer doesn’t drink anything 
stronger than Mrs. Watson's coffee and can’t 
get out nights. About all that’s left is singing 
lessons. Can’t think of anything else he needs. 

. . George Isaman, son of our outside plant 
engineer, was given a one-column writeup 
in the Irving Junior High News. He is one 
of their leading athletes. ... Bob Cardwell’s 
son Jim celebrated his first birthday with a 
trip to Kansas City. Here, under the expert 
care of specialists, a plastic disk was inserted 
in his heart to help where nature didn’t 
quite make the grade. Amazingly soon—the 
following week—the Cardwells brought Jim 
home. We are all happy with them at this 
latest success of the surgical world’s modern 
wonders. Bob says Jim is raring to climb a 
pole right now. ... Harlan Cane is also stag- 
ing a fine recovery. He has been out and 
about town and only recently received per- 
mission from his doctor to resume driving 
his car. 


With the news of Japan’s capitulation there came many joyous cele- 


brations. LT&T folk of the home front turned out in good numbers to the 


Victory Picnic, held Auaust 18, 1945, at Canitol Beach. What with food 
and travel restrictions, employees had little chance to get together during 
the war years. This is a view of the picnic at meal time. 


The Pioneer party, held October 9, 1945, was the first in which the 
ladies themselves assembled. Everyone shown in this picture is still active 
in the chapter. From left: Myrtle Hiner Henline, Lulu Kioepper, Huidah 
Gessner, Grace Hauschild, Della Wilcox, N. Mae Hunt, Mina Jorgensen, 


Ella Hansen, Merlie Markuson, Florence Tatman. 
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The top ten bowlers in LT&T’s Lincoln league for 1944-45 are pic- 
tured here. From left: Bedric Wanek, Cecil Donley, John Backstrom, Chet 
Harp, George Walroth, Hiland Wheeler, Kenneth Lawson, Clyde Boyles, 
Merle Hale and Lloyd Jenkins. The Outside Service team came through 
the season as team champs. 


About the only employee gatherings during the last years of the war 
were the annual War Bond parties, staged for the winning areas in the 
campaigns for bond sales. Seward Area won the party in the spring of 
1945 and a goodly crowd from Lincoin and nearby towns used precious 
gas stamps to be on hand. One of the games of the evening was the 


necktie race, shown here. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Claude Helm spent the last week of his 
vacation covering the southwestern part of 
the state hunting. He reports he did get a 
few ducks and quail, but the pheasants 
were very scarce. On the sick list during 
the last month, due to colds, were Betty 
Obert and Claude Helm.... At this time your 
associate editor would like to thank all the 
correspondents for the fine job they have 
done in helping gather news items, and also 
to take this opportunity to wish everyone 
“A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR.” 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


_Jack Cox is back from that very nice vaca- 
tion of five weeks. He and Mrs. Cox traveled 
Over 8,000 miles, covering Wyoming, Idaho, 
Oregon, California, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Missouri. 
[hey visited relatives in Montour, Idaho, and 
Portland, Oregon. In California they took in 
the sights at Pasadena, Redwood, Farmers 
Market, Knotts Berry Farm, Hollywood, China 
Town, and “saw forest fires after dark.” Jack 
reports they enjoyed the scenery very much 
in the different states they covered. ... This 
department received another nice letter from 
Ervin Pfeifer of Ft. Knox, Kentucky. Ervin 
says he is receiving the “News” and enjoys 


it very much. He has qualified for Officer’s 
Candidate School, and is making application 
for entrance. He tells us that Bill Templin of 
the switchroom is about a mile from his bar- 
racks, where he is in charge of a tank and 


has a large amount of equipment assigned 
to him. 


Toll Equipment Department 
JoAnn Gloor, Correspondent 


This department is very proud of the per- 
formance and grades of Max Jenkins at the 
teletype school he attended in Des Moines 
on Sotus equipment and #28 teletype. ... Al 
Reed has been in Hastings conducting a 
carrier class for the past two weeks. , 
Hank Peachman has been in Omaha for two 
weeks going to a teletype school... . Your 
correspondent on her vacation took a bus 
ride to Fort Scott, Kansas. She went through 
Iowa and Missouri before reaching her des- 
tination, then took life easy just loafing and 
eating while visiting with her uncle and aunt. 


Wire Chief's Department, l4th & M 
Gloria Ahl, Correspondent 


Lester Hutchison started the vacations roll- 
ing this month by taking a trip to the Ozarks 
and to Illinois. - Roy Mills spent most of 
his vacation remodeling his home, but man- 
aged to play a little golf in his Spare time 

: Lester Pierce stayed at home with his 
wife who is recovering from her recent ill- 
ness. . . . Recent visitors during the past 
month were Evelyn Weller and Sharon Cald- 
well, both former empioyees, who came i 
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to display recent additions to their families. 

Jim Howland was, as reported in our 
last News, driving a new ’55 Ford, but now 
he has traded that in and is sporting a new 
green ’56.... Roland Wart is about the only 
one in this department who didn’t loaf over 
the Thanksgiving holiday. He worked all 
day on his new home and plans to be in it 
on the 15th of December. 


Wire Chief's Department, 2lst & L 
Byron Pattison, Correspondent 


We still have folks taking late vacations and 
as we did not get those in last month they 
are included this time. John Findley spent a 
week of his vacation moving into his new 
home. ... Merle Lohmeier spent his two 
weeks taking care of that new boy. (John, 
maybe you better have a little visit with 
Merle.) ... Several others to take vacations 
were: Loy Rhoades, Gerald Miller, Eldon 
Drewel, Bob Hawkins, Ronald Hibbert and 
Raymond Slote. We are glad to report 
that Elmer Dougherty is improving very nice- 
ly and is now up and around, but not able 
to return to work as yet. 


"5-7"' Office 
Howard C. Smith, Correspondent 

Dick Bauer spent his vacation in Kansas 
City and Clyde, Kansas, hunting and playing 
farmer and freezing his ears in the process; 
otherwise he reports having had a very en- 
joyable vacation. You will notice you have 
a different correspondent this time as your 
regular correspondent is on the sick list. 
Hope to see Arleen back on the job soon. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


When Evelyn Koch opened the car trunk 
after spending Thanksgiving in Alexandria, 
she found not only her baggage but her 
mother’s cat! Evelyn said he stretched and 
looked as if he had had a pleasant trip. She 
has some problems, though! Seems he’s just 
an outdoor cat so he can’t be left indoors 
and Evelyn doesn’t have an outdoors! Since 
the landlord doesn’t approve of pets, Evelyn 
is hiding her unwanted guest on the back 
porch and waiting for a day off to take him 
home. Wait till he tells the other cats about 
Lincoln hospitality! Arlene Heideman 
visited with her parents in Tecumseh on her 
vacation and Donna Kalina visited with hers 
in Pawnee City. ... Evelyn Theesen accom- 
panied her roommate Helen Campbell to 
Orange, Texas, where they vacationed with 
Helen’s sister. ... Helen Krieger traveled to 
Denver on her vacation. ... Marie Portsche 
spent a week in Wichita and the remainder of 
her vacation at home. . Dorothy Grafton 
visited her brother in Primghar, Iowa.... 
Eunice Green combined the flu and house- 
cleaning on her vacation. One day she’d 
spend in bed, the next housecleaning, then 
back to bed the next day! It’s a good thing 
she didn’t have a two-weeks vacation! 
LaVerne Rudell spent her vacation at home 
except for one day when she treated her 
daughter to her first train ride by going to 
Omaha. Guess it was quite a thrill! ... Hazel 
Neman spent a frantic five minutes the other 
night hunting for a ticket. It was a private 
line call and she rang the called place and 
went to order the number and to her amaze- 
ment, no ticket! She searched her position, 
Jooked all over the floor, in the cubbyholes 
and finally, leaf by leaf, through the multi- 
leaf! And there it was, probably in Wyoming! 
... You can imagine your editor’s surprise 
when waiting to go on relief to have on oper- 
ator whisper in her ear, “May I borrow your 
headset?” Thinking she had heard wrong, 
she said, ‘‘What?” “I forgot my headset,” 
confessed the whisperer, ‘‘and I’m so embar- 
rassed I just can’t go back and get it so let 
me wear yours while you take your break, 
then you wear mine in and we’ll trade head- 
sets.” So we entered into the plot and every- 
thing went off without a hitch! Won’t tell 
you the girl’s name for in our estimation she 
did some pretty fast thinking! ...As the days 
grow shorter the vacationing girls stay pretty 
close to home. Spending their vacations in 
said place were June Hudson, Velda Wicken- 
kamp, LaJean VonDane, Kathleen Litt, 
Frances Biallas, May Turney, Trudy Little 
Thunder, Barbara Miller, Ruth Goslin, Pearl 
Lawson, Dorothy Appleman and Janice Wil- 
liamson. Betty Moore moved into a new 
trailer house sO we assume she spent her 
vacation getting settled... . Patricia Freeman 
visited with her parents in Schuyler on her 
vacation. ... That’s all for this month and 
may we suggest to the girls that when their 
name appears in the News to clip it out and 
use it for the name on their pencil. That 
way they can have their first name, too! 
That just proves this column is good for 
something! 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


Wm. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 


The Club members met on the regular 
meeting date of November 17 in the largest 
gathering of the year. The ordinary business 
was transacted, pictures shown and refresh- 
ments served... .The following retired mem- 
bers attended the Ladies’ Pioneer Party at 
the University Club on November 26: Nona C. 
Brusnahan, Florence V. McKie, Aletha M. 
Schulling, Bertha M. Sharp, Pearl I. Shreve, 
Cecile H. Anderson, Myrtle M. Pugsley and 
Nellie M. Hunt. John E. Schulling re- 
cently returned from Rochester, Minnesota, 
where he underwent surgery at Mayo Clinic. 


Lincoln PBX Operators Guests of LI&I 


Fee 


ye Lincoln Chapter of the National Association of PBX Operators has been only recently organized 
but, tnrough an active membership drive, its roster already includes most of the city’s PBX attendants. 
Fifty-eight of its members were entertained at a dinner held November 14 at the Hotel Cornhusker 
where they were guests of the traffic department of LT&T. The enthusiastic turnout filled the tables 


of the Georgian Room. 


A short program at the dinner hour was followed by a tour of the 15th & M building where the 
ladies gave attention to the modern touches in long distance operating methods, for many of the club 
members are former employees of the company. Their interest centered mainly upon the new informa- 
tion board and rate-route desk and in the mysteries of toll operator dialing. 


Gertrude Behm, formerly of Lincoln Traffic, is program chaimran for the PBX club and was in 


charge of the arrangements. 


He is feeling as well as could be expected. 
. . Mary M. Carroll spent a week in Novem- 
ber at her son’s home in Omaha. .. Grace 
W. Dirks has been visiting her son at Dunbar. 
. Lucy B. Lyle journeyed to Wichita No- 
vember 20 for a visit with her daughter. ... 
Tilla E. Ruehs had a family reunion Thanks- 
giving Day. Nona C. Brusnahan visited 
in her old home town of Friend the weekend 
of November 26. ... Esther Overcash, now at 
Bryan Memorial Hospital, is not the wife of 
Bert R. Overcash, but a daughter-in-law and 
the wife of Bert L. Overcash, attorney for 
Woods, Aitken and Aitken, and mother of 
Allen, who has received a great deal of pub- 
licity as a member of the University debating 
team and the winner of a number of scholar- 
ships. The three generations have all been 
identified with LT&T. . Thanksgiving Day 
visitors at the Bert Huddleston home were 
his son Jack and family of Oklahoma City. 
... Rex Winders entertained his son George 
and family of Casper, Wyoming, on the same 
day. ...A.B. Smith has been off on a busi- 
ness trip to Des Moines. ...A visitor at the 
Harry Spurlock household was his son Ger- 
ald, a colonel in the U. S. Marines, who hails 
from Washington. Guests at the L. A. 
Stacy’s for Thanksgiving were two University 
students, one from Trinidad and one from 
Turkey. ... Sorry to report that Marjorie 
Whiting fell while walking in the yard and 
broke a bone in her hand... . Anna Seymour 
has been confined with a “strep” throat. 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 
Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


The hunters have taken over — George 
Barney, general plant superintendent, ended 
his 1955 vacation with a much-looked- 
forward-to duck hunt trip, but ye olde 
weather turned a bit cool for our feathered 
friends and they didn’t tarry in at least the 
parts where he went. He reports a fine vaca- 
tion, though, but was disappointed, of course, 
to have no opportunity to fire his trusty 
Winchester. Houghton Furr, secretary- 
treasurer, and Max Walker, assistant plant 
superintendent, took off for Johnson Lake, 
the outdoor sportsman’s paradise, to try their 
duck-hunting luck. Strange enough, they 
had some, but ran into about zero weather 
and practically froze stiff. Had it not been 
for the fact, so we hear, that “Hought” Furr 
spent much time preparing the meals for the 
party, they would have been no more. The 
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gentlemen were accompanied by Mr. Furr’s 
son, Houghton, and Lyle Young, general traf- 
fic superintendent. And, they report a really 
fine time, in spite of the ruggedness of it 
all. ...A couple of vacationers in our midst, 
too. Mina Jorgensen, General Plant, was in 
Denver a few days where she visited one of 
her sisters. Also, Mina and her husband 
spent some time in Chicago seeing the sights 
and how things are done in the Windy City. 
Although, at this writing, she is still vaca- 
tioning, there’s no doubt but that she had a 
wonderful time both places. You can’t miss 
in Chicago. . Then, Joan Moorberg, Per- 
sonnel, went to Chicago on her vacation to 
visit her sister. Joan is the proud possessor 
of a brand new niece at the sister’s home in 
which she is spending her vacation. It was 
planned that Joan would do a two-week 
baby sitting job for her sister, so when she 
returns, if bulletins from Personnel have 
hints of how to care for the newly arrived 
baby, don’t be too harsh on Joan. Jeepers, 
from her daily dozen as a secretary to her 
baby sitting for two weeks—that would really 
be something. . We are sorry to hear of 
the illness of Mrs. Thomas C. Woods. She is 
confined to her bed with a painful back. We 
do hope, Mr. and Mrs. Woods, that it won’t 
last and that it will not prove to be serious. 
... Our sympathy is extended to Huldah 
Gessner, secretary to our president, at the 
loss of her sister, who passed away after a 
sudden and brief illness. Callers in the 
General Plant office: F. E. Behm, A. B. Smith, 
J. A. McKinzie, and L. A. Stacy. We thor- 
oughly enjoyed their visits and hope they 
call on us again. 


Supply 
By Sylvia Hoaglin 


It is inventory compilation time for the sup- 
ply department and busy, busy days for Dean 
Hobson, Shirley Folsom, and Richard Grant 
who are doing the figuring. ... The ‘fellas’ 
in the shop are very happy that Merle Schnei- 
der is again working with them after a three- 
months leave of absence... . A farewell party 
was held December 6 for Jim Geist who is 
changing his residence to Pascagoula, Missis- 
sippi. ... Frank Hendrix celebrated his 25th 
wedding anniversary on November 20. His 
family presented him with a silver Bulova 


relax in after work. Everyone in the 
supply department is in a jolly Christmas 
mood and wish to all our co-workers “A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR.” 
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ITS GETTING SO I DON'T: 
HAVE TO LOOK AT THE 
KEYS WHEN I TYPE 


Mary Pohlenz, Lincoln Commercial, is on the 
general committee for the Christmas Party. 
She keeps the minutes and types them up 
later on her trusty machine. She failed to 
proofread one of her efforts. There was 
only one small error where’ she hit the 
wrong key, but it was a dilly. An excerpt 
from the minutes of that particular meeting 
reads as follows: "The chairman was not 
present at the meeting, but sent a wrotten 
report to the general chairman." 


DONT ACT 50 DUMB — I TOLD YOU To 
PULL UP ON THE LATCH ! 


“Max Walker took his sick Weimaranier to the 
veterinarian for treatment. He left the dog 
in the car while he went into the office to 
consult the Doc. On returning for the 
patient he found the dog had managed to lock 
both doors from the inside. The keys were 
still in the car. Max was reaching for a 
brick when he remembered his spare set of 
keys at home. A call to Mrs. Walker and the 
help of a friendly neighbor brought them to 
the scene. 


THE SADDEST MAN 
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Who wanted to keep his new car 
off the street- 50 he snitched a 
Stall ina parking lot- and later, 
while backing ouf , crashed into a 
fire hydrant- wrecking the rear end, 


THE PARTY WHO HUNG YOU 
HAS ALREADY RANG UP 


said Marylee Dunlap, 
Nebraska City Traffic , 


- x 
ee , 
‘ 
* 
4 
f, %, 
WY 
1 


A = 
EE B = “= 


AY 


Evelyn Koch, Lincoln Traffic, spent 
Thanksgiving at her home town of 
Alexandria. On returning to Lincoln 
She opened the trunk of her car to. 


retrieve her luggage and was star-- 


tled to come face to face with her 
mother's cat, who acted as though 
he had thoroughly enjoyed the long, 
dark journey. 


Area managers Joe Adamson and George 
Egsleston were dining at a Humboldt 
Cafe when their waitress caught the 
hem of her dress on a chair as she 
Stepped back from the table. Buttons 
flew in all directions as _ they tore 
off, one by one, from the bottom to 
the top of her dress. It was hard to 
tell which of the three was more 
embarrassed by the incident. 


50 HELP ME, JUDGE, 
'M PRACTICALLY 
INNOCENT ON THIS 
CHARGE , TOO 


It couldn't happen toa guiltier 


person. Dan Smith, Beatrice, took 
his two latest parking tickets to 
the police station to have them 
straightened out. He parked on the 
usual red line outside the door of 
the law house and on returning to 
his car found another ticket re- 
posing beneath his windshield 
wiper. The unabashed Dan was fight- 
ing mad at such effrontery. 
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Stella Sowers, PBX operator for 
Lincoln business office, must have 
been worried over the impending num- 
ber change for the PBX, for on the 
night before the conversion to 5-4321 
Stella dreamed that all the switch- 
board jacks had snakes crawling from 
them and that she was kept busy 
punching them back with her plugs. 


Tyler Ryan, commercial engineer, was 


watching a TV show, sitting smack in 


front of the set and completely car- 
ried away by the plot. Came a pause 
in the play and the TV audience clap- 
ped vigorously. Tyler did the same, 
but was soon brought to his senses by 
jeers from the rest of the family. 


( GOLLY, THIS CAR MUST 
HAVE BEEN ASSEMBLED 
UNDER PRESSURE ! 
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Max Jenkins, Toll Equipment, was boring 
a hole for mounting equipment in his 
Crosley when a hissing sound warned him 
he had gone too far. 
drilled clear through his spare tire. 


Max found he had 


